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Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, April 1, 2026 
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LOCATION:   State Capitol, Room 211 
 

 
Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee: 

 
The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 

H.B. 2049, H.D.3, S.D.1, for your consideration. 
 
Part II, section 3 of H.B. 2049, H.D.3, S.D.1, amends section 247-2(a), Hawaii 

Revised Statutes (HRS), to restructure the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system. 
The measure retains the currently existing property value brackets but amends the 
applicable tax rates to unspecified amounts.  
 

Under current law, there are two rate categories: (1) the sale of condominiums or 
single-family residences for which the purchaser is ineligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption on property tax (paragraph 2); and (2) all other conveyances (paragraph 1).  

 
H.B. 2049, H.D.3, S.D. 1, amends the rate categories to include: (1) the sale of 

property with a residential dwelling unit for which the purchaser is eligible for a county 
homeowner’s exemption from property tax; (2) the sale of property with a residential 
dwelling unit for which the purchaser is ineligible for a county homeowner’s exemption 
from property tax; and (3) the sale, lease, sublease, or assignment of any property with 
no residential dwelling unit. The second category also applies to any property that has 
been used for transient accommodations for any period during the two years prior to the 



Department of Taxation Testimony 
H.B. 2049, H.D.3, S.D.1 
April 1, 2026 
Page 2 of 3 
 
conveyance, regardless of whether the purchaser is eligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption from property tax.  

 
Unlike the first and second categories, which are structured as marginal rate 

systems under which the tax is applied incrementally to portions of the property value 
within each bracket, the third category applies a single rate based on the total value of 
the property. Accordingly, once the property value meets a specified threshold, the 
applicable rate applies to the entire value of the property rather than only to the portion 
within that bracket. 

 
The bill further specifies a new method of applying the conveyance tax rates to a 

“multifamily residential property,” defined as “a structure that is located within the state 
urban land use district and divided into five or more dwelling units.” For conveyances of 
multifamily residential properties, the “value,” for purposes of determining the relevant 
conveyance tax rates under section 247-2(a), HRS, is determined by dividing the actual 
and full consideration by the number of residential dwelling units in the property. The 
conveyance tax is then calculated by applying the applicable rate to the actual and full 
consideration for the transfer of the property. 

 
Section 3 of H.B. 2049, H.D.3, S.D.1, also amends section 247-2(b), HRS, to 

require the Director of Taxation, no later than December 15 of the preceding calendar 
year, to recompute the property value brackets set forth in section 247-2(a), HRS, 
based on a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) factor. The COLA adjustment is to account 
for inflationary increases in residential property values over time.  

 
Additionally, Section 3 of the bill amends section 247-2, HRS, to add subsection 

(c) which caps the total conveyance tax at 4% of the actual and full consideration of the 
property for purchasers who are eligible for a county homeowner’s exemption from 
property tax, and 6% for purchasers who are not eligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption from property tax. For multifamily residential property, these caps apply on a 
per-unit basis determined by dividing the actual and full consideration by the number of 
residential dwelling units in the property.   

 
Section 4 of the bill amends section 247-7, HRS, by increasing the minimum 

distribution cap amounts for the two special funds currently receiving conveyance tax 
revenues and also adds four special funds to receive conveyance tax allocations: (1) 
the “Hawaii agricultural development revolving fund,” (2) the “special land and 
development fund”, (3) the newly established “Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and 
housing special fund”, and (4) the “dwelling unit revolving fund.” 

 
Part III, section 5 of HB. 2049, H.D.3, S.D.1, then amends chapter 26, HRS, by 

adding a new section to create the “Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and housing 
special fund,” to be administered by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL). 
This special fund is to be used by DHHL for multi-year planning, procurement, and 
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sequencing of infrastructure and housing to deliver homes to beneficiaries of the 
Hawaiian home lands program, and to leverage additional public and private capital for 
this purpose. 

 
Section 6 of the bill amends section 163D-17, HRS regarding the “Hawaii 

agricultural development revolving fund” to allow the fund to additionally be used to 
acquire land.  

 
The measure has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000.   
 
DOTAX notes that it can implement the tax law changes assuming rate amounts 

are inserted with a January 1, 2027 effective date. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  
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and donations. This approach aims to enhance trail and access expansion for residents and 
visitors.  
 
The land conservation fund faces its lowest purchasing power ever, with real estate prices 
reaching new highs. Community capacity, involvement, and successes in acquiring and 
managing legacy lands continue to grow. Increasing the LCF's annual CTX revenue cap from $5.1 
million to $10 million would strengthen the land acquisition program. The current goal for 
effective state-funded land acquisition is $10 million annually. Setting the CTX revenue cap at 
$10 million would ensure adequate funding for land conservation efforts. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments. 

This bill primarily addresses housing by restructuring the conveyance tax and 

allocating revenues to support housing and related infrastructure.  However, certain 

provisions authorize the use of conveyance tax revenues for agricultural land acquisition 

and expand the authority of the Agribusiness Development Corporation to acquire land 

using the Hawaii Agricultural Development Revolving Fund.  See page 5, line 8, through 

page 6, line 2.  These provisions appear to extend beyond the subject of housing as 

expressed in the title of the bill. 

Specifically, Senate Draft 1 inserted new provisions that amend section 247-7, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to allocate a portion of conveyance tax revenues to the 

Hawaii Agricultural Development Revolving Fund for land acquisition (page 16, lines 16-

19).  Senate Draft 1 also amended section 163D-17, HRS, to authorize the Agribusiness 

Development Corporation to use the revolving fund to acquire land (page 18, line 17, 

through page 19, line 14). 

These provisions may be subject to constitutional challenge under article III, 

section 14, of the Constitution of the State of Hawaii, which provides that "[e]ach law 

shall embrace but one subject, which shall be expressed in its title."  Because the 

agricultural land acquisition provisions do not appear to be directly related to the subject 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

 



a.orpilla
Late



DHHL’s infrastructure needs. 
 
The measure’s annual allocation of up to 20% or $40 million to the Hawaiian 

Home Lands infrastructure and housing special fund is an important step by the State of 
Hawai‘i to help DHHL better provide housing opportunities for Native Hawaiians. 
Although DHHL has made important strides in recent years to build new housing, expand 
infrastructure, and issue project leases—all supported by Act 279 (2022) funding—an 
alarmingly large number of DHHL beneficiaries remain on the DHHL waitlist.  As such, 
this measure is critical to ensure continued support of DHHL’s ongoing work to address 
the waitlist in meaningful ways by providing consistent infrastructure and housing 
development funding. 

 
OHA appreciates the Committee’s amendments to restore and maintain funding for 

the: Land Conservation Fund, and to provide dedicated funding for the Hawai’i 
Agricultural Development Revolving Fund and the Special Land Development Fund for 
land acquisition and community access. These allocations reflect the current need and 
commitment to resource stewardship, agricultural sustainability, and public access, which 
are essential components of long term community well being. 

 
Importantly, the measure’s marginal rate structure, and the fact that the conveyance 

tax is only paid one time upon sale of real property minimizes impacts on working class 
families, while also ensuring that those owning homes of greater value pay a larger 
percentage of conveyance tax that aligns with the higher property values and higher 
profits they stand to earn. To further ensure fairness and equity with respect to structure of 
the tax, OHA questions the basis for taxing properties used as short term rentals for some 
portion of the year at the higher marginal rate (page 11 line 19 to page 12 line 3). A 
property that has been qualified by the county for homeowner exemption is presumably 
being used primarily for residential use and not simply as an investment or income 
generating property. Further, OHA supports maintaining funding for the State’s Legacy 
Land Program, HRS § 173A-5, at 10%, or a minimum of $10 million, given the increased 
revenue expected to be generated by the proposed conveyance tax increase. 
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill.  







https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HawaiiHousingFactbook2024.pdf
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2024/05/25/how-much-your-paycheck-goes-your-mortgage-honolulu-lot/
https://www.hicentral.com/mpr/mpr-2025-06.php#:~:text=The%20June%20single%2Dfamily%20home,and%2040%20days%20for%20condominiums.


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/601374ae84e51e430a1829d8/t/65cadb47181c337e13aa61db/1707793227150/Convayance+Tax+Brief_FINAL.pdf
https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/hawaiian-homesteads-backlog/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/21/9/1249
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/21/9/1249


!
            A Just Peace and Open and Affirming Congregation !

!

" #"#!$%&'()*&+,!-'(%.(!!! !!/0%01.1.2!/343&5&!!! !!678#7!
9:0%(;!!8<8=6>6=###<! !!!"#$%&#$'()$*#&'++&',-+$,!,.."'&/ ! ?3@;!!8<8=6>A=7B"6!

!
!

!"#$%"&'%"$()$!"#$%'(**'(+,*$ !#*!-.(/0$-/$*&11('!$()$ "(&*#$ 2-33$4567$
!

"#$!%#&'(#!)*!+#$!%'),,')-., !/-,!*)&0.$.!10!234 5!-,! 6-/-117,!*1',+!10+$0+1)0-889!:&8+1$+#01(!
(#&'(#;!<$!-'$!-!=&,+!>$-($!%#&'(#!+#-+!-(+1?$89!/)'@,!+)/-'.!,)(1-8A!$()0):1(A!-0.!$()8)B1(-8!

C&,+1($!10!+#$!(-'$!)*!D).7,!/#)8$!('$-+1)0;!
!
!89$%8:;<8$=>$?89$%;=@@;=AB@$@:CC=;?@$"2$4567D$",EF$

!"#$%&"#%&$%'()#*)+,-'($.,#'()/0$."11'#,.$/*)-./+,-2*$#*3'#4.$3'#$%'(2*0+(%*$,+5*.$,&+,$%#*+,*$
&-)&*#$,+5$#+,*.$3'#$6*+/,&-*#$1#'1*#,-*.7$6&-/*$8*8-%+,-()$,&*$4+9'#-,0$'3$,&'.*$#*2*("*.$,'$
+33'#8+:/*$&'".-()$(**8.;$$<&-.$:-//$%+($."11'#,$:',&$)'+/.;$=+,*.$.&'"/8$:*$.,#"%,"#*8$,'$
1#',*%,$6'#>-()$3+4-/-*.$+(8$&'4*$'6(*#.$'3$1#'1*#,-*.$2+/"*8$+,$/*..$,&+($?@$4-//-'(7$6&-/*$
-(%#*+.-()$#+,*.$-($+$)#+8"+,*8$3+.&-'($3'#$4'#*$*51*(.-2*$1#'1*#,-*.$,&+,$%+($:*+#$+$)#*+,*#$
.&+#*;$$A,$+/.'$1#'2-8*.$)#*+,*#$3/*5-:-/-,0$-($+33'#8+:/*$&'".-()$'1,-'(.7$6-,&$+$#*/-+:/*$-(%'4*$
.,#*+4$3'#$,&*$=*(,+/$B'".-()$=*2'/2-()$C"(87$D6*//-()$E(-,$=*2'/2-()$C"(87$+(8$B+6+--+($
B'4*$F+(8.$<#".,$C"(8;$$<&-.$6-//$&*/1$"18+,*$'"#$%'(2*0+(%*$,+5$#+,*.7$6&-%&$&+2*$(',$:**($
"18+,*8$.-(%*$@GGH7$+(8$:#-()$,&*4$4'#*$-($/-(*$6-,&$',&*#$%'41+#+:/*$&-)&I%'.,$+#*+.$-($,&*$
(+,-'(;$$J-,&'",$,&-.$:-//7$'"#$%'(2*0+(%*$,+5$.,#"%,"#*$8-.1#'1'#,-'(+,*/0$&"#,.$+33'#8+:/*$
4"/,- I3+4-/0$&'".-()$+(8$,&*-#$#*(,*#.;$$

G9$B=$;9H:9@?$AI$AJ9IBJ9I?$?=$9KLJLIA?9$?89$<AC$=I$;9M9I:9@$3'#$,&*$=*(,+/$B'".-()$
=*2'/2-()$C"(8$-($1+#,-%"/+#7$:",$+/.'$,&*$D6*//-()$E(-,$=*2'/2-()$C"(8$+(8$B+6+--+($
B'4*/+(8.$<#".,$C"(87$.'$,&+,$)#*+,*#$#*2*("*.$%+($3/'6$-(,'$,&'.*$3"(8.$,'$+88#*..$
+33'#8+:/*$&'".-()$(**8.$-($'"#$.,+,*;$J*$3+%*$+$%'(,-("-()$%#-.-.$,&+,$%+//.$'",$3'#$4+9'#$
#*2*("*$.,#*+4.$8*8-%+,*8$,'$+88#*..-()$'"#$.,+,*K.$(**8$3'#$+33'#8+:/*$&'".-()$'11'#,"(-,-*.$
3'#$'"#$6'#>-()$3+4-/-*.7$0'"()$1*'1/*$+(8$L"1"(+;$

<&+(>$0'"$3'#$%'(.-8*#+,-'($'3$'"# $,*.,-4'(0$+(8$&*/1-()$1#' 2-8*$3'#$,&*$(**8.$'3$'"#$
%'44"(-,0; $

M":4-,,*8 $:0 $N//*($O'8:*0 $P+#.'( $'( $:*&+/3$'3$,&*$P&"#%&$'3$,&*$P#'..#'+8. $$
N4+-/Q$$'33-%*R%&"#%&'3,&*%#'..#'+8.&+6+--;'#)$
$

!







http://www.indivisiblehawaii.org
mailto:info@indivisiblehawaii.org




!"#!$%&'()$')#!*&'+)#,--&*! )

!"#$%&'())&*+,-&.!/01&2 &3%)45(67&5"&!"#$(67&

8"69%:46;%&<4=&>))";45("6&5"&5?%&!4@4((46&!"A%&B46C$&<D#$5&E#6C&

!

"#$!! %&''())**!&+!,-./!-+0!1*-+/ !!

2*+-)&3!4&+&5-+!16!4*7-!%389:!!

%;-(3<!2*+-)&3!2;-3&+!=6!1&3(>-?(:!@(A*!%;-(3!BC$!DE!FGHI!D4J!

!

KB# 1 $!!2;-+*!L-7* !

%3*-)(5*!1-3?*)(+M!2)80(&!N!O-!PQ;8(!D->-(!(!1*'R*3!N!D&+&7878:!#!-;8 !

4S"C$! 1-3A;!TG:!FGFU!

S7&;-!?Q?&86!1.!+-'*!(/!2;-+*!L-7*:!-+0!V!/8R'()!);(/!)*/)('&+.!(+!/)3&+M!/8WW&3)!&X!D&8/*!E(77!FGHI!
YD4JZ6!";(/!'*-/83*!>&870!*/)-R7(/;!-!0*0(A-)*0!-++8-7!-77&A-)(&+!&X!8W!)&![UG!'(77(&+!X3&'!A&+5*.-+A*!
)-\!3*5*+8*/!)&!);*!D->-((-+!D&'* 7-+0/!"38/)!K8+0!] !M(5(+M!4DDP!);*!A&+/(/)*+):!'87)(.̂*-3!X8+0(+M!()!
+**0/!)&!X(+-77.!X87X(77!);*!W3&'(/*!'-0*!)&!_-)(5*!D->-((-+/!&5*3!-!A*+)83.!-M&6!

V!/W*-?!-/!-!0*/A*+0-+)!&X!);(/!!Q(+-:!-+0!-/!-!>()+*//!)&!>;-)!;-WW*+/!>;*+!V+0(M*+&8/!W*&W7*!-3*!
0(/W&//*//*0!X3&'!);*(3!7-+0!-+0!);*(3!(+/)()8)(&+/!-3*!/./)*'-)(A-77.!0*X8+0*06!";*!)('*!X&3!/.'R&7(A!
M*/)83*/!(/!&5*36!DE!FGHI!(/!-!/)38A)83-77.!/&8+0:!'&3-77.!+*A*//-3.!/)*W!)&>-30!;&+&3(+M!>;-)!);*!2)-)*!
&>*/!()/!V+0(M*+&8/!W*&W7*6!

!"#$%&'('($)($*+,$-./+,"#,'012$ 3 $),$)($1$41'2.$5#12',.$

";*3*!-3*!A833*+)7.!'&3*!);-+!FI:GGG!_-)(5*!D->-((-+!X-'(7(*/!&+!);*!4DDP!>-()7(/)6!1-+.!;-5*!>-()*0!
0*A-0*/6!2&'*!;-5*!0(*0!>-()(+M6!";*!0-)-!&+!>;-)!);(/!X-(783*!A&/)/!OQ+-?-!1-&7(!(/!/)-3?$!

` " _-)(5*!D->-((-+/!'-?*!8W!&+7. !FGa!&X!D->-(!(!/!W&W87-)(&+!.*)!-AA&8+)!X&3!HGa!&X!);*!/)-)* !/!
;&8/*7*//!W&W87-)(&+6!

` " _DLV!;&'*7*//+*//!(+A3*-/*0!JIa!R*)>**+!FGFG!-+0!FGFF:!>();!JFJ!&8)!&X!*5*3.!JG:GGG!W*&W7*!
*\W*3(*+A(+M!;&8/*7*//+*//!] !);*!;(M;*/)!3-)*!&X!-+.!3-A(-7!M3&8W!(+!);*!+-)(&+6!

` " S!FGFH!bDCB#!/835*.!X&8+0!_-)(5*!D->-((-+!-+0!L-A(X(A!V/7-+0*3!;*-7);!3-)(+M/!03&WW*0!Jc!
W*3A*+)-M*!W&(+)/!(+!d8/)!Je!'&+);/:!>();!;&8/(+M!(+/)-R(7().:!X&&0!(+/*A83().:!-+0!'*+)-7!;*-7);!
X-(783*/!0**W7.!(+)*3)>(+*06!

` " _-)(5*!D->-((-+/!-3*!0(/W3&W&3)(&+-)*7.!3*W3*/*+)*0!(+!D->-(!(!/!d-(7/!-+0!W3(/&+/!] !
(+A-3A*3-)(&+!);-)!)3-A?/!0(3*A)7.!)&!A.A7*/!&X!;&8/*7*//+*//!-+0!*A&+&'(A!*\A78/(&+6!

";*/*!-3*!+&)!/*W-3-)*!W3&R7*'/6!";*.!-3*!);*!A&'W&8+0(+M!A&+/*f8*+A*/!&X!>;-)!;-WW*+/!>;*+!
V+0(M*+&8/!W*&W7*!-3*!0(/W&//*//*0!X3&'!);*(3!7-+0!-+0!0*+(*0!);*!3*/&83A*/!)&!3*)83+6!D&8/(+M!(/!);*!
X&8+0-)(&+6!,();&8)!():!+&);(+M!*7/*!;&70/6!

!"#$4'1(/+&1$)67'0,($,"#$8.(,#9 $

D->-( !(!/!*A&+&'.! ] !R8(7)!&+!)&83(/'!-+0!'(7()-3.!(+X3-/)38A)83*!] !*\)3-A)/!*+&3'&8/!>*-7);!X3&'!
D->-((-+!7-+0:!A87)83*:!-+0!+-)83-7!3*/&83A*/6!=*)!_-)(5*!D->-((-+/!-3*!);*!+8'R*3!&+*!M3&8W!7*-5(+M!
D->-( !(!08*!)&!X(+-+A(-7!;-30/;(W6!%-7(X&3+(-!-7&+*!+&>!;&70/!-WW3&\('-)*7.!FJa!&X!-77!_-)(5*!D->-((-+/!
7(5(+M!&8)/(0*!D->-(!(6!,;*+!OQ+-?-!1-&7(!7*-5*:!);*.!-3*!+&)!'*3*7.!3*7&A-)(+M!] !);*.!-3*!/*5*3*0!X3&'!
!Q(+-:!X3&'!'&!&?g!-8?-8:!X3&'!A&''8+().:!X3&'!);*'/*75*/6 !



";*!2)-)*!;-/!R*+*X()*0!*+&3'&8/7.!X3&'!);*!*A&+&'(A!(+X3-/)38A)83*!);-)!0(/W7-A*0!_-)(5*!D->-((-+!
W*&W7*6!DE!FGHI!-/?/!);-)!-!/'-77!/;-3*!&X!);-)!>*-7);!] !);3&8M;!-!'-3M(+-7!3*/)38A)83(+M!&X!);*!
A&+5*.-+A*!)-\!&+!W3&W*3).!)3-+/-A)(&+/!] !X7&>!R-A?!)&!);&/*!>;&!>*3*!0(/W7-A*0:!/&!);*.!'-.!3*)83+:!
/)-.:!-+0!);3(5*!&+!);*(3!-+A*/)3-7!;&'*7-+06 !

:".$-;$<=>?$)($,"#$5'@",$A//&+10" $

";*!(+X3-/)38A)83*!-73*-0.!*\(/)/6!4DDP!;&70/!7-+06!";*!)38/)!/)38A)83*!(/!(+!W7-A*6!%&83)!0*A(/(&+/!;-5*!
-XX(3'*0!);*!P*M(/7-)83*!/!&R7(M-)(&+!)&!/8XX(A(*+)7.!X8+0!);*!-M*+A.6!,;-)!;-/!R**+!A;3&+(A-77.!'(//(+M!(/!
0*0(A-)*0:!W3*0(A)-R7*:!'87)(.̂*-3!X8+0(+M!] !);*!?(+0!);-)!*+-R7*/!3*-7!W7-++(+M!-+0!3*-7!0*7(5*3.!&X!
;&'*/6 !

";*!FGFh!SA)!FcI!,&3?(+M!i3&8W!'-0*!);*!X(/A-7!A-/*!A7*-37.$!4DDP!0&77-3/!7*5*3-M*!&);*3!W8R7(A!-+0!
W3(5-)*!A-W()-7!-)!3-)(&/!*\A**0(+M!X(5*!)&!&+*!(+!3*A*+)!PVD"%!)3-+/-A)(&+/6!";*![UGG!'(77(&+!-WW3&W3(-)*0!
8+0*3!SA)!FcI!(+!FGFF!(/!-73*-0.!W3&d*A)*0!)&!8+7&A?!R(77(&+/!(+!5*3)(A-7!0*5*7&W'*+)6!DE!FGHI!R8(70/!&+!
);-)!'&'*+)8'!>();!-!/8/)-(+-R7*!X8+0(+M!/)3*-'!/&!);-)!W3&M3*//!0&*/+ !)!/)&W!>;*+!&+*̂ )('*!
-WW3&W3(-)(&+/!38+!&8)6!

!"#$0+6B#.160#$,1C$9#0"16'(9$'($DE(,F!C5*3.!78\83.!W3&W*3).!/-7*!(+!);*/*!(/7-+0/!W3&X()/!X3&'!);*!5*3.!
7-+0!-+0!+-)83-7!3*/&83A*/!);-)!OQ+-?-!1-&7(!+*5*3!/833*+0*3*0!] !-!/'-77!W&3)(&+!&X!);-)!/;&870!X7&>!
R-A?!)&!);*!W*&W7*!()!R*7&+M/!)&6!S+0!>();!);*!"38'W!S0'(+(/)3-)(&+!+&>!W3&W&/(+M!)&!*7('(+-)*!);*!_-)(5*!
D->-((-+!D&8/(+M!E7&A?!i3-+)!*+)(3*7.:!);*!83M*+A.!X&3!);*!2)-)*!)&!-A)!(/!*5*+!M3*-)*36!DE!FGHI!/)*W/!(+)&!
);-)!R3*-A;6!

%+602E('+6$

";*!FI:GGG!X-'(7(*/!&+!);*!4DDP!>-()7(/)!-3*!+&)!-!/)-)(/)(A6!";*.!-3*!?gW8+-!>;&!;-5*!/W*+)!);*(3!
3*)(3*'*+)!.*-3/!>-()(+M6!";*.!-3*!.&8+M!W-3*+)/!>;&!A-++&)!3-(/*!);*(3!A;(703*+!+*-3!);*(3!*\)*+0*0!
X-'(7(*/6!";*.!-3*!_-)(5*!D->-((-+/6!";(/!(/!);*(3! !Q(+-6!";*.!0*/*35*!)&!7(5*!&+!()6!

DE!FGHI!(/!'&0*/):!>*77̂ /)38A)83*0:!-+0!X(/A-77.!/&8+06!V)!A3*-)*/!-!0*0(A-)*0!X8+0(+M!/)3*-'!)&!X87X(77!-!
A&+/)()8)(&+-7!W3&'(/*:!7*5*3-M*/!*\(/)(+M!(+X3-/)38A)83*:!-+0!R8(70/!&+!W3&5*+!3*/87)/6!V!83M*!);(/!
P*M(/7-)83*!)&!5&)*!=C2!&+!DE!FGHI!-+0!/*+0!-!A7*-3!'*//-M*$!D->-( !(!>(77!+&)!A&+)(+8*!)&!W3&X()!X3&'!
D->-((-+!7-+0!>;(7*!D->-((-+!X-'(7(*/!>-()!(+!-!7(+*!);-)!+*5*3!'&5*/6 !

C!&7-!'-8!+Q!OQ+-?-!1-&7(6!C!&7-!?-!!Q(+-6!

!
1-;-7&!+8(!7&-!X&3!.&83!A&+/(0*3-)(&+6!

Shane Pale 
2;-+*!L-7*  
O-!PQ;8(!D->-(!(!1*'R*3 !
D&+&7878:!#!-;8:!D->-( !(!



















 
 
 
 
Committee:    Ways and Means 
Hearing Date/Time:  Wednesday, April 1 , 2026, at 10:03am 
Place:    Conference Room 211 & Videoconference    
Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai !i in SUPPORT of  

HB2049 HD3 SD1 Relating to Housing  
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki , and Members of the Committee: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai !i (ACLU-HI) support s HB2049 HD3 SD1, 
which restructures the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the sale of 
properties with residential use, adjusts the tax for multifamily properties , and applies a 
cost-of- living adjustment to conveyance tax rates. The bill also allocates portions of 
the revenue toward various housing-focused special funds. 
 

I. Advancing Economic Justice 
 
Soaring housing costs in recent years have put homeownership out of reach for too 
many living across the islands. The adjustments to the conveyance tax set forth in this 
bill are both just and reasonable, shifting a higher tax burden on those who can afford 
it, while providing relief on more modestly-priced homes: 
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Hawai!i has been experiencing a slow exodus of younger families because the cost of 
living here is unsustainable for so many. By adjusting the allocation as indicated above, 
HB2049 HD3 SD1 makes progress in addressing our affordable housing crisis, while 
taking a step toward greater economic justice and tax fairness. 
 

II. Housing as a Human Right 
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ÒIn the late 1960s, Dr. King and the civil rights movement had made open housing their 
priority because they understood that access to housing was itself a basic human right . 
They also knew that housing access was intertwined with dismantling other systemic 
inequalities like unequal  access to education, racist and violent policing , and the racial 
wealth gap. 
 
Sixty years later, in every state across the country, housing is once again the civil rights 
issue of our time.Ó1  
 
Hawai!i continues to look for ways to address our affordable housing crisis . This bill 
takes a step in the right direction , as some of the revenue generated by HB2049 HD3 
SD1 is directed into  the:  
 

¥! Rental Housing Revolving Fund Ð 20% or $40 million  (whichever is less) 
¥! Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund  Ð 20% or $40 million  (whichever is less) 
¥! Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund Ð 20% or $40 

million (whichever is less)  
 

III. Investing in Hawai!iÕs Indigenous People 
 
Native Hawaiians are disproportionately affected by our exorbitant housing costs. 
While they make up only 20% of the stateÕs population, they account for approximately 
40% of our homeless population.2 This overrepresentation is also a result of deep 
structural barriers that trace their origins to historic land dispossession  and economic 
inequalities that persist today.  
 
By investing a substantial portion of the revenues created by this bill, we can begin to 
address the deep housing inequity experienced by so many Native Hawaiians. 
 
For all these reasons, we urge you to pass HB2049 HD3 SD1. 
 
 
Mahalo,  

!
! !Access to Housing is the Civil Rights Issue of Our Time (Again). https://www.aclu.org/news/racial -
justice/access-to-housing-is-the-civil -rights -issue-of-our-time -again!!
2 Native Hawaiian and Pacific IslandersÕ Identity and Housing Status: The Impact on Historical Trauma 
and Perceived Stress, International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, September 
2024. https://www.mdpi.com/1660 -4601/21/9/1249  
!
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Josh Frost  
Josh Frost  
Policy Advocate  
ACLU of Hawai!i 
jfrost@acluhawaii.org   
" 

 
 

With more than 4,000 Hawai!i-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of HawaiÔi is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and 
HawaiÔi State Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The 
ACLU of Hawai!i is a non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its 

services at no cost to the public and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of 
Hawai!i has been serving our communities in HawaiÔi for over 60 years. 

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 7:59:36 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-

Faborito 
Testifying for Hoolehua 

Homesteaders Assn Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

strong support to help with more funding resources or DHHL 

  

 



https://www.bls.gov/regions/west/news-release/consumerexpendtures_honolulu.htm
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/Resources/resources/reportsandpublications/Documents/APTA-Hidden-Traffic-Safety-Solution-Public-Transportation.pdf


   
 

   
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization  

707 Richards Street, Suite 200 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  
Telephone: (808) 587 -2015 | Fax: (808) 587-2018  

www.OahuMPO.org  

transportation plan, referred to as the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP), which 
encourages and promotes a safe, efficient, and resilient transportation system that serves 
the mobility needs of all people and freight (including walkways, bicycles, a nd transit), 
fosters economic growth and development, while minimizing fuel consumption and air 
pollution ( 23 CFR 450.300). 
 
Mah alo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.300










https://www.civilbeat.org/2023/05/native-hawaiians-are-overrepresented-in-prisons-cultural-education-could-help/
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/12.2.2025-HSA-DHHL-expects-to-meet-deadline-to-spend-600M.pdf
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/12.2.2025-HSA-DHHL-expects-to-meet-deadline-to-spend-600M.pdf
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/reports/nelson/
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/lud/Reports/TOD_InfraFin_Strategy_20231221.pdf
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2020/01/FINAL-State_Hawaii-Housing-Planning-Study.pdf
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ASCE-24199_Full-REPORT-2019-FINAL.pdf


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/601374ae84e51e430a1829d8/t/68cb02e0ada5e33234d0bce4/1758135008306/Budget+Primer+FY2025%E2%80%9326+FINAL.pdf
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Tax Earmarks 

Until 2005, 50% of the receipts went into the general fund and the other half was split with the 
affordable rental housing program and the natural area reserve program.  Beginning in 2005, 
another 10% was taken for the land conservation fund. 

Act 84, SLH 2015, imposed a $6.8 million cap on the earmark to the land conservation fund and a 
$38 million cap on the earmark to the rental housing revolving fund.  In 2015, the Conference 
Committee explained the rationale for the cap on the earmark as follows: 

Your Committee on Conference finds that budgetary planning and transparency are 
key components to ensuring the ongoing fiscal health of the State.  Your Committee 
on Conference believes that, by establishing maximum amounts to be distributed 
to various non-general funds from the conveyance tax, this measure will make 
forecasts of general fund revenues more reliable, will increase legislative oversight 
of agencies and programs supported by the non-general funds, and will subject 
those agencies and programs to competition for limited public funds if the agencies 
or programs want more than the amount automatically distributed to their non-
general funds. 

Conf. Comm. Rep. No. 156 (2015). 

The cap on the earmark to the land conservation fund was reduced to $5.1 million in the budget 
bill of 2020, Act 9, SLH 2020. 

The bill provides earmarks to  four additional funds; the lesser of 15% or $15,000,000  to the 
Hawaii agricultural development revolving fund, the lesser of 15% or $15,000,000 to the special 
land and development fund for land acquisition and development of community access, the lesser 
of 20% or $40,000,000 to the Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and housing special fund and 
the lesser of 20% or $40,000,000 to the dwelling unit revolving fund. 

Raising the cap on the existing earmarked revenues should be done only with great caution.  As 
with any earmarking of revenues, the legislature will be preapproving each of the programs fed by 
the fund into which the tax monies are diverted, expenses from the funds largely avoid legislative 
scrutiny, and the effectiveness of the programs funded becomes harder to ascertain.  It is also 
difficult to determine whether the fund has too little or too much revenue. 

If the legislature deems the programs and purposes funded by this fund to be a high priority, then 
it should maintain the accountability for these funds by appropriating the funds as it does with 
other programs.  Earmarking revenues merely absolves elected officials from setting priorities.  If 
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the money were appropriated, lawmakers could then evaluate the real or actual needs of each 
program. 

Digested:  3/30/2026 
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April 1, 2026 
 

The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 

RE: House Bill 2049, HD3, SD1, Relating to Housing 
 

HEARING: Wednesday, April 1, 2026, at 10:03 a.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Committee: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR opposes House Bill 2049, HD3, SD1, which restructures 
the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the sale of properties with residential 
use, adjusts the tax for multifamily properties to reflect value on a per-unit basis, and 
applies a cost-of-living adjustment to conveyance tax rates.  Allocates revenues from 
conveyance tax collections.  Allocates a portion of conveyance tax collections to the 
Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund to fund infrastructure programs in areas that meet 
minimum standards of transit-supportive density.  Allocates a portion of conveyance tax 
revenues to the Hawaii Agricultural Development Revolving Fund, Special Land and 
Development Fund, and Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special 
Fund.  Establishes and appropriates funds out of the Hawaiian Home Lands 
Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund.  Authorizes the Hawaii Agricultural 
Development Revolving Fund to be used to acquire land.  Effective 7/1/3000.   

 
HAR believes that the conveyance tax structure could benefit from reform and 

appreciates the Legislature’s willingness to consider such changes. However, we have 
concerns with the measure. While the current rates in the measure remain unspecified, 
if based on the proposed rates in HD3, the percentage increases would double, triple, 
quadruple, or more for residential properties where the homeowner is eligible for a 
homeowner’s exemption and the value exceeds $2 million. For homeowners who are 
ineligible for a county homeowner’s exemption, the rates would increase fourfold, 
fivefold, sixfold or more. In both cases, the rates increase as the sales price increases. 

 
Given Hawaii’s current housing market, where median home prices have steadily 

risen, as well as the State’s need to increase housing supply, the $2 million threshold 
may capture a broader segment of Hawaii residents, including multigenerational 
households. Adjusting the threshold to a higher amount would help mitigate these 
impacts on Hawaii homeowners. 

 
HAR also has concerns regarding the creation of special funds in perpetuity and 

the additional funding carve-outs created, as this sets a precedent for future programs 
and departments to seek special funding through the Conveyance Tax instead of the 
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regular budgetary process overseen directly by legislators. Historically, the Conveyance 
Tax was not intended to serve as a primary revenue-generating mechanism, but rather 
to cover administrative costs associated with determining the market value of 
transferred properties.  While these programs have inherent value, we believe these 
programs are best funded through the general fund and should go through the regular 
budgetary process, like any other state program funded by the Legislature. 
 

Moreover, the challenge with linking funding to the Conveyance Tax is that when 
the real estate market is down, such as what the market is experiencing over the last 
couple years, there may not be enough funds to pay for the programs it supports. The 
Conveyance Tax is then often targeted for an increase to cover these programs. 
However, when the market is up, there are excess funds over and above the programs’ 
needs. This becomes a cyclical issue, and the Conveyance Tax is never lowered, even in 
an up market, thereby contributing to the ever-increasing cost of housing in our state. 
 

The Conveyance Tax, as it stands today, applies not only to residential property 
such as single-family homes and condominiums, but also to the conveyance of multi-
family rentals, land for residential subdivisions, mixed-income and mixed-use properties, 
and commercial, resort, and agricultural lands. However, residential properties are the 
only property type subject to the highest increase under the newly restructured rates.  
We are concerned that this may disproportionately shift the tax burden to Hawaii 
homeowners. These rates would also impact housing development, including affordable 
housing projects where uninhabitable residential properties are turned into much 
needed housing. We respectfully suggest further consideration to ensure that the 
categorization and rate structure are balanced and that all property types are treated 
equitably. We are concerned that Hawaii’s homeowners are disproportionately 
shouldering the burden of increasing revenue for the state and respectfully ask the 
Legislature to consider other options. 
 

We also have concerns regarding how certain property types may be classified 
under this revised structure. For example, agricultural lands that include farm dwellings, 
such as for employee housing, as well as mixed-use commercial properties that also 
have a residential unit, would be categorized as having a “residential dwelling unit.” 
This classification would subject these properties to significantly higher Conveyance Tax 
rates compared to similarly valued properties that are strictly commercial or agricultural 
and contain no dwelling units. 
 

HAR would also note that the Conveyance Tax applies even if someone sells a 
property at a loss. Often, it is the seller who pays the Conveyance Tax. This makes it a 
punishing tax, especially for someone who is already struggling financially and needs to 
sell their assets. One pays the same Conveyance Tax regardless of whether the 
property is sold at a loss or a profit. If there is a profit, real property is also taxed with 
capital gains. 
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We appreciate the Legislature’s consideration of these concerns and respectfully 
request the opportunity to participate in future discussions regarding potential reforms 
to the Conveyance Tax. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 



mailto:lee@hawaiisfuture.org
mailto:perry@hawaiisfuture.org


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2049&year=2026


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0094119024000871
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0094119024000871
https://realestate.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/MA_RETT_May2024-1.pdf
https://realtorparty.realtor/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Transfer-Tax-Study-Sage-Policy-Group-July-2022.pdf
https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/local-architects-repurposing-existing-buildings-in-post-pandemic-hawaii/
https://realtorparty.realtor/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Transfer-Tax-Study-Sage-Policy-Group-July-2022.pdf
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 10:03:25 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim 
Testifying for State 

Legacy Lands 
Commission 

Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello representatives, 

I support maintaining the State Legacy Lands fund to the maximum possible. The Legacy lands 
fund protects our most vulnerable lands that have cultural and ecological value, for everyone.   

Raising the debt ceiling to $10M is a key part of this.  I would advocate to making sure that it is 
10% of the conveyance tax, not 5% - this program is perpetually underfunded, and we have to 
turn down key projects as Commissioners.  The projects that the fund supports are small in 
funding, and big in importance for all community members.  

  

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

a.orpilla
Late



a.orpilla
Late



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 3:00:35 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Jonah Cummings 

(Hilina'i) 
Testifying for The Queens 

Court  Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of HB2049 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:36:41 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

john carty Testifying for Save 
Honolua Coalition Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The Save Honolua Coalition supports HB2049. 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 11:43:49 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

isaac w choy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not cause any further harm to local people. 

Do not raise the taxes on "For the sale of a property with a residential dwelling unit for which 
the purchaser is eligible for a county homeowner's exemption from property tax." 

Look at all your wasteful expenditures before raising any more taxes. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 1:46:43 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Galen Fox Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of HB2049, which will help fund desperately needed affordable housing for local 
residents. Also, it will draw revenue from high-end property sales including those over $2 
million, and from properties not occupied by the homeowner, while protecting lower-income 
families. 

  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 2:51:22 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Tillotson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 3:17:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katherine MacPherson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This tax reform/measure would serve to support greater revenue streams for affordable housing 
needs. Hawaii is losing youth and our brightest to other places in the USA, because there is little 
hope for working families to be able to own a home.  

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 3:30:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Nelson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I fully support this legislation and hope you will also.  I think it could make a big difference. 

Thank you,  

Elizabeth Nelson 

Kaneohe 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 5:19:59 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Miriam Karratti  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 5:38:58 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Josette lai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  

josette Lai, Honolulu, Hawaii  

  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 5:40:37 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanani Higbee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Ways and Mean Chair Dela Cruz and Vice Chair Moriwaki and Committee:  

Please I ask that you VOTE YES on HB 2049 HD3. I am a Maui 'oiwi, Lahaina fire survivor, 
waitlisted on Hawaiian Homes. I recently did lot selection for Hawaiian Homes Lahaina Leialii 
1B after 3 generations of my family waiting since 1980's. I finally was able to do lot selection 
along with 155 other Lahaina families, the vast majority of which lost their house/job/business in 
the Lahaina fire like me. However, we have an opportunity to rebuild our community of Lahaina 
and get Hawaiians on the land instead of living homeless like we have had to do many times in 
our lives, despite working 80 hour work weeks and our kids working at young ages. HB2049 will 
be able to get the funds with $60 million annually from restructuring the conveyance tax so Dept 
of Hawaiian Homeland infrastruure fund get their fair share in order to build out roads, sewers, 
lights, etc in our neighborhood so we can then be able to build our homes ourselves. I hope we 
are able to get HB 2049 HD3 passed so we can finally have secure housing. Mahalo for your 
help in this.  
  

With Aloha, 

Kanani Higbee  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 5:42:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cameron Ahana Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

   

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Cameron Ahana, Aiea, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 5:56:20 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marion McHenry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

Please support HB2049.  Right now the state policy on conveyance tax is seriously outdated. 
Enities buying high value properties in Hawaii are not paying their fair share, nor supporting the 
needs of our people. These funds can go to critical infastructure, affordable housing, land 
conservation, and housing for native Hawaiians. 

Please pass this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Marion McHenry 

Princeville, Kauai 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:02:45 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ilima Livingston Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:04:32 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Spencer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

I am writing to express my support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can 
be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:10:56 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cindy Teruya Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
sincerely, 

Cindy Teruya  

island Maui, Hawaiian  

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:26:17 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brodie Lockard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:34:47 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2049.   
  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:48:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy D Moser Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 6:57:13 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunya N Nardo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity  

  

Sunya Nardo | Kapolei, Oahu  

 











HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 7:40:34 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Rietfors Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 
I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. This is important to allow DHHL to leverage 
additional funding to further support the goals and purpose of DHHL. 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 
Melissa Rietfors  
Waimanalo, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 7:50:01 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Bellamy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because real estate is being bought up by investors, and this tax makes sure that 
they contribute more to local communities. 

  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:04:13 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanani Kai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I SUPPORT SB2049. 

Mahalo, 

Kanani Kai 

Member Indivisible Hawaii 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:07:15 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doreen Canto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 













HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:31:30 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Brandt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:41:25 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

albert fung Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please fund this initiative. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:43:08 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Sean Mokuonahiala 

Andrade Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Sean Mokuonahiala Andrade 

Kalaheo, Kauai 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:52:40 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Reccie Keawe Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Reccie Keawe  

Makawao, Maui, HI  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 8:57:12 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOLYNN CASCO Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Del Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means,  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 ro ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify,  

Jolynn Casco , Lahaina, Maui  

 











HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 9:32:31 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elisabeth Sherman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is an easy & fair way to provide much needed funding for affordable housing & protecting 
our lands.   

Mahalo, 

Elisabeth Sherman 

Kapa'au, HI 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 9:37:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Mahuka Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Kakou Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee. 

I am in strong support of HB2049. 

Mahalo. 

Michelle Mahuka 

 









HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:06:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mai Hall Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. My mother is still on the DHHL list for the past 40 years. We need housing for 
Hawaiians. Mahalo for passing this bill 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:09:38 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

KEALA FUNG Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I urge you to SUPPORT HB2049 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:18:28 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiana Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am in strong support of HB2049 HD3 SD1.  

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:40:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shan Ss Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support- Hawaiians need housing 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:53:50 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Lynne H. Koa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Joy Lynne H. Koa  Waimanalo, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 10:55:43 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kinsley McEachern Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in full support of HB 2049. As a state of Hawai'i conservation biologist employee who for 
years has been struggling with the low pay, high rent and insanely out of control high cost of 
living crisis in Hawai'i, I like so many others can not even survive here living on the islands as I 
work so hard to give back to the native ecosystems, wildlife, and community in a positive way. 

The  cost-of-living adjustment to conveyance tax rates is SO needed.  Low income individuals 
should not be paying the same tax as millionares and billionares. The cost of housing here on the 
islands is so extreme- the real estate market is unprecedentedly high, no one I know in my 
generation can afford to buy a house here on their own. Furthermore, the rich keep getting richer 
and pushing out the locals and lower income individuals who work in blue collar or  education, 
social and environmental protective fields.This bill allocates a portion of conveyance tax 
revenues to the Hawaii Agricultural Development Revolving Fund, Special Land and 
Development Fund, and Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund, which 
I know are underfunded by the legislature. I have a master's degree and work as a conservation 
biologist for DOFAW and make dramatically less than I would anywhere else. Furthermore, our 
regulatory program I work in  is understaffed and underfunded and we desperately need more 
employees to regulate and carry out our duties to protect our endangered species. DOFAW/ 
DLNR needs much more funding! Native ecosystem protection is the key for protecting our 
islands, resources, and future. We depend on the Earth and as islands we even more so need 
protections of our critical natural resources and biodiversisty.  Please support and pass this bill! 
The local community and working class on the islands need the break! 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/30/2026 11:45:03 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Blaine De Ramos  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 2049 

 









HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 4:09:29 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kalaniakea Wilson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Congress passed the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act for native Hawaiian rehabilitation from 
the war crimes forced upon kanaka maoli from 1893. Since then, the territory and the State of 
Hawaii forced Hawaiians to die waiting on a list before receiving rehabilitation for the act of war 
that was committed. My dissertation talks about the continued genocide of native Hawaiians 
today. We are here on Mauna Kea access road to count vehicle data traveling on our road, says 
the 2024 Kanahele case, which cites the illegal transfer of Hawaiian Homelands to the 
Department of Transportation on March 27, 2018, the day after the first Hale o Kuhio was 
erected on March 26, 2018. We are shining the light on wait listers who are continuing to die 
waiting because the State of Hawaii continues to ignore beneficiary consultation and underfund 
the rehabilitation of native Hawaiians. My 
name is Dr. Kalaniakea Wilson, and I have been waiting on the list for 20 years and counting. I 
serve as the Hawaii Island Director for the Association of Hawaiian Homelands wait-listers and 
we are advocating for 300 million for rehabilitation to stop the deaths while waiting.  The State 
of Hawaii and legislators are liable for the genocide of native Hawaiians for underfunding this 
program every year for over a century.  The legislature should be allocating 6 billion a year until 
all Hawaiians are on the land. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 5:16:48 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janie-Maria Kikila Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

Janie-Maria Kikila 

Nanakuli, O'ahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 5:52:07 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kaiwi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Thank you,  

Barbara Kaiwi 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 6:21:27 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Hutchison Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm writing in strong support. Thank you! 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 6:53:43 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James E Raymond Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you. I am a member of Indivisible Windward. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 7:13:34 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jill Paea Testifying for Dhhl Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 7:26:55 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vy Lam Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands.  It is critical that DHHL effectively rehabilitate the 
lands in trust and support the homesteading of Native Hawaiians. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Vy Lam 

Laupahoehoe, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 7:41:22 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ehito Kimura Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will raise much-needed revenues from luxury sales of properties and dedicate revenues 
to special funds to assist with affordable housing programs.   

The new marginal tax rates should protect local, middle-class families by targeting wealth, not 
working families. 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 7:57:31 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Breana Kauai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Breana Kauai 

Kapolei, Oahu 

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:00:27 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia A Sing Testifying for DHHL Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Patricia Ah Sing 

Aiea, Oahu, Hawaii 

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:08:11 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mynette M Alo Kawaha Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Mynette M. A. Kawaha, Wailuku, Maui 

  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:10:48 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Candace Navarro Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  With your support, my grandchildren will be in a better 
place in the future.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.   

Candace Navarro 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:20:18 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Deets Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:21:17 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

P Hauoli'ipo Wright Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha members of the Committee on Ways and Means, 

Since its inception in 192 the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands has been under funded.  We 
have made an incredible comeback, but the cost of living and the theft of our lands has forced 
most of our people to leave Hawai'i.  We are at a pivotal moment in history where for the first 
time significant long term funding could support the 29,000 Kanaka Maoli on the waitlist and 
even address the "housing crisis". 

For this reason, I ask you to support HB2049. 

Mahalo piha, 

- P. Hau'oli ipo Wright 

Papakolea, Honolulu, Hawaii 

  

 









HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:29:29 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Maile Gomes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Laura Gomes  

Hoolehua,  Molokai  

 





HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:44:30 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darlene K Kennison Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly support HB2049. Mahalo! 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:45:11 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pamela burrell Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable House Members, 

I strongly support this effort to help our people that live here. Please consider this worthwhile 
effort! 

Regards,  

Pamela Burrell, Kalihiwai, Kaua'i  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 8:51:20 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Esaki-Kua Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to carry out its mission set forth by Prince Kuhio to 
rightfully place Native Hawaiians back on their ancestral lands. 

I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 SD1 and help move this important 
measure forward. 

Lauren Esaki-Kua 
Kapa'a, Kaua'i 

 







HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:16:31 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Ma Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 



https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2049&year=2026








HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:32:55 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alex Kelepolo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha.  I am in strong support of HB2049 HD3 SD1. 

Changing the distribution of annual conveyance tax revenues paid into the Land Conservation 
Fund to 10% or $10 million is essential to continue to protect and preserve natural and cultural 
resources in the State of Hawaii. 

Mahalo. 

  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:36:24 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tamaia Keolanui Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries like myself, who have a great income, steady job, but 
still can't afford homes in my native Homeland. Having this bill implemented can help us Native 
Hawaiians to stay rooted in Hawaii and not be forced to move stateside. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

Aloha, 

Tamaia Keolanui, Oahu resident 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:36:52 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Lutz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of this bill and helping the housing crisis for Kanaka Maoli  

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:39:04 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Casey Corpuz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Casey Corpuz 

DHHL Wait List Applicant and Employee 

Ewa Beach, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:58:14 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenesis M. Finks Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Jenesis M. Finks 

Mililani, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:58:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

support 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 9:59:42 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sara Okuda Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill to provide funds to DHHL consitently, every year. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 10:01:51 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jay Penniman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Members of the Committee, 

Please pass this measure. I support housing access and the increase of land conservation funding 
and public access. I am Jay Penniman, Maui resident. 

 



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 10:39:18 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charity Kepaa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Charity Kepaa  |  Waianae, Hawai'i  
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 10:52:21 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Craig Bo Kahui Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Craig "Bo" Kahui, native Hawaiian, Beneficiary 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:09:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Takano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:12:34 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaipo Naeole Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kaipo Naeole Nanakuli, Hawai'i OAHU 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:18:23 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shirley Medeiros Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

 

a.orpilla
Late



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:32:47 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lydia Okada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

While I am not of Native Hawaiian descent, I hold strongly to the belieft that Native Hawaiians 
are an under-represented portion of the state population.  Consistency of funding will help to 
significantly counterbalance this unfortunate reality.   

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Lydia Okada 

Mililani, HI  
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:37:28 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheri Kagimoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

With Warmest Aloha,  

Sheri Kagimoto 

Kapolei, Oahu 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:41:29 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

yvonne sumailo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

i SUPPORT 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:44:22 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chevelle Koanui Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support. 

 

a.orpilla
Late



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:48:02 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in favor of HB2049 HD3 SD1-.  I believe it will help increase tax fairness 
and level the playing field.  Mahalo for your consideration. 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 11:57:10 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB2049 HD3 

Doris Segal Matsunaga 

Waimea, Hawaii Island  
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 12:34:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erman Tancayo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure 
funding for the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward.  

  

Malama Pono, 

Erman "Keoni" Poaha Tancayo 

-Hoolehua, Molokai 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 12:35:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Tancayo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in STRONG Support HB 2049. 

  

Mahalo Nui 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 1:22:51 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Felicity Meyer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

I am writing in support of HB2049 HD3 SD1.   

Mahalo, Kui Meyer 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 1:28:35 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessie Hoomalu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the House Committee on Finance. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD2 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
Jessie Hoomalu 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 1:32:34 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bradley Duncan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer strong support for HB2049 HD3 SD1 to ensure funding for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2049 HD3 
SD1 and help move this important measure forward. 

Bradley "Kaipo" Duncan 

Kapolei, Oahu 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 1:49:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
TerryAnn Anela 

HonokaupuMawae Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and members of the Senate Committee on ways 
and means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

TerryAnn Honokaupu-Mawae, Wailuku Maui 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 2:13:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Heithaus Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do everything you in your power to support the basic human right to secure housing. 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 3:47:52 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Corinna Kunipo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, SD1 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 4:10:21 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Holt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

>YES< 

It's time to stop running this state on the backs of the poor and working class! 
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HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 4:54:04 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lawrence S Franco Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 2049 because it is fair to have those who buy luxury homes to pay a fair share of 
the conveyance tax. The amount raised will help our people to buy a home that can afford and 
keep them here in Hawaii. A definite yes to increasing the conyenance tax on luxury homes. 
Thanks. 

 

a.orpilla
Late



HB-2049-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/31/2026 5:46:15 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/1/2026 10:03:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Matz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the measures of Bill HB2049. 

Regards, 

Rebecca Matz 
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Jen Lum, 'Ewa Beach 
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Kaui Lucas 
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