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TESTIMONY OF 
GARY S. SUGANUMA, DIRECTOR OF TAXATION 

 
 
TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. No. 2049, H.D.3, Relating to Housing 
 
BEFORE THE: 
Senate Committees on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts, Housing, and Hawaiian Affairs 
 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, March 25, 2026 
TIME:   1:02 p.m. 
LOCATION:   State Capitol, Room 224 
 

 
Chairs Lee, Chang, and Richards, III, Vice-Chairs Inouye, Hashimoto, and Lamosao, 
and Members of the Committees: 

 
The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 

H.B. 2049, H.D.3, for your consideration. 
 
Part I, section 3 of H.B. 2049, H.D.3, amends section 247-2(a), Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS), to restructure the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system. The 
measure retains the currently existing property value brackets but increases the 
applicable tax rates (except for the lowest brackets in the amended first and second rate 
categories described below).  
 

Under current law, there are two rate categories: (1) the sale of condominiums or 
single-family residences for which the purchaser is ineligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption on property tax; and (2) all other conveyances.  

 
H.B. 2049, H.D.3, amends the rate categories to include: (1) the sale of a 

residential dwelling unit for which the purchaser is eligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption from property tax; (2) the sale of a residential dwelling unit for which the 
purchaser is ineligible for a county homeowner’s exemption from property tax (this 
category has the highest rates); and (3) the sale of any property with no residential 



Department of Taxation Testimony 
H.B. 2049, H.D.3 
March 25, 2026 
Page 2 of 3 
 
dwelling unit (this category has the lowest rates). The second category also applies to 
any property that has been used for transient accommodations for any period during the 
two years prior to the conveyance, regardless of whether the purchaser is eligible for a 
county homeowner’s exemption from property tax.  

 
Unlike the first and second categories, which are structured as marginal rate 

systems under which the tax is applied incrementally to portions of the property value 
within each bracket, the third category applies a single rate based on the total value of 
the property. Accordingly, once the property value meets a specified threshold, the 
applicable rate applies to the entire value of the property rather than only to the portion 
within that bracket. 

 
The bill further specifies a new method of applying the conveyance tax rates to a 

“multifamily residential property,” defined as “a structure that is located within the state 
urban land use district and divided into five or more dwelling units.” For conveyances of 
multifamily residential properties, the “value,” for purposes of determining the relevant 
conveyance tax rates under section 247-2(a), HRS, is determined by dividing the actual 
and full consideration by the number of residential dwelling units in the property. The 
conveyance tax is then calculated by applying the applicable rate to the actual and full 
consideration for the transfer of the property. 

 
Section 3 of H.B. 2049, H.D.3, also amends section 247-2(b), HRS, to require the 

Director of Taxation, no later than December 15 of the preceding calendar year, to 
recompute the property value brackets set forth in section 247-2(a), HRS, based on a 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) factor. The COLA adjustment is to account for 
inflationary increases in residential property values over time.  

 
Additionally, Section 3 of the bill amends section 247-2, HRS, to add subsection 

(c) which caps the total conveyance tax at 4% of the actual and full consideration of the 
property for purchasers who are eligible for a county homeowner’s exemption from 
property tax, and 6% for purchasers who are not eligible for a county homeowner’s 
exemption from property tax. For multifamily residential property, these caps apply on a 
per-unit basis determined by dividing the actual and full consideration by the number of 
residential dwelling units in the property.   

 
Section 4 of the bill amends section 247-7, HRS, by increasing the minimum 

distribution amounts for the two special funds currently receiving conveyance tax 
revenues and also adds two special funds to receive conveyance tax allocations: (1) the 
new “Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and housing special fund,” and (2) the 
“dwelling unit revolving fund” (to fund infrastructure programs in areas that meet transit-
supportive density requirements). 

 
Part II, section 5 of the bill then amends chapter 26, HRS, by adding a new 

section to create the “Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and housing special fund,” to 
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be administered by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL). This special fund 
is to be used by DHHL for multi-planning, procurement, and sequencing of infrastructure 
and housing to deliver homes to beneficiaries of the Hawaiian home lands program, and 
to leverage additional public and private capital for this purpose. 

 
The measure has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000.   
 
DOTAX notes that it can implement the tax law changes in this bill with a January 

1, 2027, effective date. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  

















HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:17:42 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Correna Pawn Simao  Testifying for Department 
of Hawaiian Homeland  Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  

Correna K. Pawn Simao 

 





https://www.bls.gov/regions/west/news-release/consumerexpendtures_honolulu.htm
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/Resources/resources/reportsandpublications/Documents/APTA-Hidden-Traffic-Safety-Solution-Public-Transportation.pdf


   
 

   
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization  

707 Richards Street, Suite 200 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  
Telephone: (808) 587 -2015 | Fax: (808) 587-2018  

www.OahuMPO.org  

The OahuMPO is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) on 
the island of Oahu responsible for carrying out a multimodal transportation planning 
process, including the development of a long -range (25 -year horizon) metropolitan 
trans portation plan, referred to as the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP), which 
encourages and promotes a safe, efficient, and resilient transportation system that serves 
the mobility needs of all people and freight (including walkways, bicycles, and tr ansit), 
fosters economic growth and development, while minimizing fuel consumption and air 
pollution ( 23 CFR 450.300). 
 
Mah alo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.300




Home Lands.1 OHA itself has committed $3 million annually to cover DHHL debt service 
payments on infrastructure bonds as part of its longstanding commitment to support 
DHHL’s infrastructure needs. 

 
The measure’s annual allocation of up to 30% or $60 million to the Hawaiian 

Home Lands infrastructure and housing special fund is an important step by the State of 
Hawai‘i to help DHHL better provide housing opportunities for Native Hawaiians. 
Although DHHL has made important strides in recent years to build new housing, expand 
infrastructure, and issue project leases—all supported by Act 279 (2022) funding—an 
alarmingly large number of DHHL beneficiaries remain on the DHHL waitlist.  As such, 
this measure is critical to ensure continued support of DHHL’s ongoing work to address 
the waitlist in meaningful ways by providing consistent infrastructure and housing 
development funding. 

 
Importantly, the measure’s marginal rate structure, and the fact that the conveyance 

tax is only paid one time upon sale of real property minimizes impacts on working class 
families, while also ensuring that those owning homes of greater value pay a larger 
percentage of conveyance tax that aligns with the higher property values and higher 
profits they stand to earn. To further ensure fairness and equity with respect to structure of 
the tax, OHA questions the basis for taxing properties used as short term rentals for some 
portion of the year at the higher marginal rate (page 11 line 19 to page 12 line 3). A 
property that has been qualified by the county for homeowner exemption is presumably 
being used primarily for residential use and not simply as an investment or income 
generating property. Further, OHA supports maintaining funding for the State’s Legacy 
Land Program, HRS § 173A-5, at 10%, or a minimum of $10 million, given the increased 
revenue expected to be generated by the proposed conveyance tax increase. 
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill.  

 
1 Mana i Mauli Ola, OHA’s 15-Year Strategic Plan for 2020-2035, 

https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/MiMO_StrategicPlan-1.pdf at 5. 



https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HawaiiHousingFactbook2024.pdf
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2024/05/25/how-much-your-paycheck-goes-your-mortgage-honolulu-lot/
https://www.hicentral.com/mpr/mpr-2025-06.php#:~:text=The%20June%20single%2Dfamily%20home,and%2040%20days%20for%20condominiums.


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/601374ae84e51e430a1829d8/t/65cadb47181c337e13aa61db/1707793227150/Convayance+Tax+Brief_FINAL.pdf
https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/hawaiian-homesteads-backlog/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/21/9/1249
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/21/9/1249
https://wallethub.com/edu/states-where-people-spend-the-most-least-on-housing/145461
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March 25, 2026 
 

The Honorable Chris Lee, Chair 
Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts 
 

The Honorable Stanley Chang, Chair 
Senate Committee on Housing 
 

The Honorable Herbert M. “Tim” Richards, III, Chair 
Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 
State Capitol, Conference Room 224 & Videoconference 
 

RE: House Bill 2049, HD3, Relating to Housing 
 

HEARING: Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at 1:02 p.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Chair Chang, Chair Richards, and Members of the Joint Committees: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR opposes House Bill 2049, HD3, which restructures the 
conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the sale of properties with residential use, 
adjusts the tax for multifamily properties to reflect value on a per-unit basis, and 
applies a cost-of-living adjustment to conveyance tax rates.  Allocates revenues from 
conveyance tax collections.  Allocates a portion of conveyance tax collections to the 
Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund to fund infrastructure programs in areas that meet 
minimum standards of transit-supportive density.  Allocates a portion of conveyance tax 
revenues to the Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special 
Fund.  Establishes and appropriates funds out of the Hawaiian Home Lands 
Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund.  Effective 7/1/3000.  

 
Historically, the Conveyance Tax was not intended as a revenue-generating tax. 

It was originally designed to cover the administrative costs to assist the Department of 
Taxation in determining the market value of properties transferred. Over the years, the 
Legislature increased Conveyance Tax rates to increase funding for the general fund 
and to carve out special funding for the Land Conservation Fund and the Rental 
Housing Revolving Fund. While these programs have inherent value, we believe these 
programs are best funded through the general fund and should go through the regular 
budgetary process, like any other state program funded by the Legislature. 

 
HAR believes that the Conveyance Tax structure could benefit from reform and 

appreciates the Legislature’s willingness to entertain such changes. However, we have 
concerns about changes to the caps for the existing special funds and the additional 
funding carve-outs created, as this sets a precedent for future programs and 
departments to seek special funding through the Conveyance Tax instead of the regular 
budgetary process overseen directly by legislators. 
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Moreover, the challenge with linking funding to the Conveyance Tax is that when 
the real estate market is down, there may not be enough funds to pay for the programs 
it supports. The Conveyance Tax is then often targeted for an increase to cover these 
programs. However, when the market is up, there are excess funds over and above the 
programs’ needs. This becomes a cyclical issue, and the Conveyance Tax is never 
lowered, even in an up market, thereby contributing to the ever-increasing cost of 
housing in our state. 

 
HAR would also note that the Conveyance Tax applies even if someone sells a 

property at a loss. Often, it is the seller who pays the Conveyance Tax. This makes it a 
punishing tax, especially for someone who is already struggling financially and needs to 
sell their assets. One pays the same Conveyance Tax regardless of whether the 
property is sold at a loss or a profit. If there is a profit, real property is also taxed with 
capital gains. 
 

The Conveyance Tax, as it stands today, applies not only to residential property 
such as single-family homes and condominiums, but also to the conveyance of multi-
family rentals, land for residential subdivisions, mixed-income and mixed-use properties, 
and commercial, resort, and agricultural lands. However, residential properties are the 
only property type subject to the highest increase under the newly restructured rates.  
We are concerned that Hawaii’s homeowners are disproportionately shouldering the 
burden of increasing revenue for the state and respectfully ask the Legislature to 
consider other options. 
 

We appreciate the Legislature’s consideration of these concerns and respectfully 
request the opportunity to participate in future discussions regarding potential reforms 
to the Conveyance Tax. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 



















https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/12.2.2025-HSA-DHHL-expects-to-meet-deadline-to-spend-600M.pdf
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/12.2.2025-HSA-DHHL-expects-to-meet-deadline-to-spend-600M.pdf
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/reports/nelson/
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/lud/Reports/TOD_InfraFin_Strategy_20231221.pdf
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2020/01/FINAL-State_Hawaii-Housing-Planning-Study.pdf
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ASCE-24199_Full-REPORT-2019-FINAL.pdf


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/601374ae84e51e430a1829d8/t/68cb02e0ada5e33234d0bce4/1758135008306/Budget+Primer+FY2025%E2%80%9326+FINAL.pdf
https://www.civilbeat.org/2023/05/native-hawaiians-are-overrepresented-in-prisons-cultural-education-could-help/


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2049&year=2026
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0094119024000871
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0094119024000871
https://realestate.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/MA_RETT_May2024-1.pdf
https://realtorparty.realtor/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Transfer-Tax-Study-Sage-Policy-Group-July-2022.pdf
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To: Senate Committees on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts, on Housing, and on Hawaiian Affairs 
Re: HB2049 HD3 – Relating to Housing 
 Hawai‘i State Capitol & Via Videoconference 
 March 25, 2026, 1:02 PM 

Dear Chairs Lee, Chang and Richards, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members,   

On behalf of Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network Speaks!, I am writing in SUPPORT of HB2049 HD3. This 
bill restructures the conveyance tax on the sale of residential properties to a marginal rate system, 
adjusts the tax for multifamily properties, and applies a cost-of-living adjustment to the tax rates. It also 
allocates portions of the conveyance tax to the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund and to the Hawaiian Home 
Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund (HHLIHSF) and appropriates funds out of the HHLIHSF). 

In recent years, real estate prices in Hawai‘i have skyrocketed to record highs over and over again. The 
conveyance tax is like a sales tax, applied when property is transferred between owners, but current 
conveyance tax rates are only 0.1 percent to 1.25 percent, even on multi-million dollar properties.  

This bill would increase tax liability on the sale of higher-value properties while keeping lower-value 
properties at a similar or even a slightly lower rate, as you can see in this table: 

Property 
Value 

Owner-Occupied Principal Home Second Home / Investment Property 

Current 
Tax 

HB2049 
HD3 Tax 

Difference 
Current 
Tax 

HB2049 HD3 
Tax 

Difference 

$1,000,000 $3,000 $2,000 -$1,000 $4,000 $2,900 -$1,100 

$5,000,000 $35,000 $125,500 +$90,500 $42,500 $214,400 +$171,900 

$10,000,000 $100,000 $378,000 +$278,000 $125,000 $639,400 +$514,400 

$25,000,000 $250,000 $1,315,500 +$1,065,500 $312,500 $1,589,400 +$1,276,900 

 
This bill would also help alleviate our homelessness and affordable housing crises. Some of the 
conveyance tax is allocated to the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund, to infrastructure programs in areas that 
meet minimum standards of transit-supportive density, as well as the HHLIHSF. 

It makes sense to ask wealthy sellers to pay a more when they sell their multi-million dollar properties –  
especially second homes or investment properties – and use those revenues to help those who are 
struggling to afford housing.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide this testimony. Please pass this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole Woo 
Director of Research and Economic Policy 
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SUBJECT: CONVEYANCE; Restructure Tax to Marginal Rate, Adjust Earmarks 
 
BILL NUMBER: HB 2049 HD 3 
 
INTRODUCED BY: FIN 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Restructures the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the 
sale of properties with residential use, adjusts the tax for multifamily properties to reflect value 
on a per-unit basis, and applies a cost-of-living adjustment to conveyance tax rates. Allocates 
revenues from conveyance tax collections. Allocates a portion of conveyance tax collections to 
the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund to fund infrastructure programs in areas that meet minimum 
standards of transit-supportive density. Allocates a portion of conveyance tax revenues to the 
Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund. Establishes and appropriates 
funds out of the Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund. Effective 
7/1/3000. (HD3) 

 
SYNOPSIS: Amends sec 201H-191, HRS, to deposit HRS sec 247-7(4) conveyance taxes, to the 
Dwelling Unit revolving fund, which amounts can only be used to fund infrastructure programs 
in areas that meet “transit supportive density” requirements.  Transit-supportive density has the 
same meaning as in section 206E-246, HRS. 

Amends tax rates in section 247-2(a)(2), HRS, as follows: 

1. For sale of a property with a residential dwelling unit for which the purchaser is eligible 
for a county homeowner’s property tax exemption: 
 
A) for properties with a value of less than $600,000:  10 cents per $100; 
B) for properties with a value of at least $600,000, but less than $1,000,000: $600 plus 
_35 cents per $100 of excess over $600,000; 
C) for properties with a value of at least $1,000,000, but less than $2,000,000: $2,000 
plus 60 cents per $100 of excess over $1,000,000; 
D) for properties with a value of at least $2,000,000, but less than $4,000,000: $8,000 
plus $3.75 per $100 of excess over $2,000,000; 
E) for properties with a value of at least $4,000,000, but less than $6,000,000: $_83,000 
plus $4.25 per $100 of excess over $4,000,000; 
F) for properties with a value of at least $6,000,000, but less than $10,000,000: $168,000 
plus $5.25 per $100 of excess over $6,000,000; and 
G) for properties with a value of at least $10,000,000: $378,000 plus $6.25 
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 per $100 of excess over $10,000,000. 
 

2. For the sale of a property with a residential dwelling unit for which the purchaser is 
ineligible for a county homeowner’s exemption on property tax 
 
A) for properties with a value of less than $600,000: 15 cents per $100; 
B) for properties with a value of at least $600,000, but less than $1,000,000: $900 plus 
_50 cents per $100 of excess over $600,000; 
C) for properties with a value of at least $1,000,000, but less than $2,000,000: $_2,900 
plus_65cents per $100 of excess over $1,000,000; 
D) for properties with a value of at least $2,000,000, but less than $4,000,000: $9,400 
plus $6.5 per $100 of excess over $2,000,000; 
E) for properties with a value of at least $4,000,000, but less than $6,000,000: 
$_139,400plus $7.50 per $100 of excess over $4,000,000; 
F) for properties with a value of at least $6,000,000, but less than $10,000,000: $289,400 
plus $8.75 per $100 of excess over $6,000,000; and 
G  for properties with a value of at least $10,000,000: $_639,400 plus $9.50 per $100 of 
excess over $10,000,000. 
 

3. For the sale, lease, sublease, or assignment of any property with no residential dwelling 
unit: 
A) for properties with a value of less than $600,000: 10 cents per $100; 
B) for properties with a value of at least $600,000, but less than $1,000,000:  20 cents per 
$100 ; 
C) for properties with a value of at least $1,000,000, but less than $2,000,000: 30 cents 
per $100; 
D) for properties with a value of at least $2,000,000, but less than $4,000,000: 50 cents 
per $100; 
E) for properties with a value of at least $4,000,000, but less than $6,000,000: 70 cents 
per $100 ; 
F) for properties with a value of at least $6,000,000, but less than $10,000,000:  90 cents 
per $100; and 
G) for properties with a value of at least $10,000,000:  $1 per $100. 
 

Any conveyance of property that is used for transient accommodations, as defined in HRS sec 
237D-1, for any period during the two years prior to the date of conveyance shall be taxed at the 
rates under paragraph (2), regardless of whether the purchaser is eligible for a county 
homeowner’s exemption on property tax. 
 
Adds that these rates shall apply to the conveyance of a “multifamily residential property”; 
however, the “value” for purposes of determining the rate, shall be an amount calculated by 
dividing the actual and full consideration by the number of residential dwelling units in the 
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Prior to 1993, the conveyance tax was imposed at the rate of 5 cents per $100 of actual and full 
consideration paid for a transfer of property. At the time all revenues from the tax went to the 
general fund. The legislature by Act 195, SLH 1993, increased the conveyance tax to 10 cents per 
$100 and earmarked 25% of the tax to the rental housing trust fund and another 25% to the natural 
area reserve fund. Because of legislation in 2005 and in 2009, the conveyance tax rates were 
substantially increased and bifurcated between nonowner-occupied residential properties and all 
other properties. Tax brackets were based on the amount of value transferred. 

The conveyance tax now has discontinuities at the bracket break points, which means that if taxable 
income increases by $1 at a break point, such as from $9,999,999 to $10,000,000, the increase in 
tax will be substantially more than $1.  In this example the tax would go from $200,000 to 
$300,000. 

 

Substantial discontinuities such as these may motivate behavior for taxpayers near a break point.  
This behavior might not be desirable from an economic standpoint.  This bill is supposed to 
restructure the conveyance tax brackets more like the existing income tax brackets which do not 
have this problem. 
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Conveyance Tax Hike 

This bill proposes to raise conveyance tax rates in dramatic fashion.  For a property with an owner-
occupied residence, for example, the marginal rate goes from a maximum of 1% today to 6.25% 
under the bill.  With a non owner-occupied residence, the marginal rate goes from a maximum of 
1.25% today to 9.50% under the bill. 

A tax increase of any magnitude in Hawaii’s fragile economy will, no doubt, have a negative 
impact as costs soar due to higher taxes.  As costs and overhead increase, employers must find 
ways to stay in business by either increasing prices to their customers or cut back on costs.  This 
may take the form of reducing inventory, shortening business hours, reducing employee hours, or 
even laying off workers.  A tax increase of any magnitude would send many companies, especially 
smaller ones, out of business taking with them the jobs the community so desperately needs at this 
time. 

Tax Earmarks 

Until 2005, 50% of the receipts went into the general fund and the other half was split with the 
affordable rental housing program and the natural area reserve program.  Beginning in 2005, 
another 10% was taken for the land conservation fund. 

Act 84, SLH 2015, imposed a $6.8 million cap on the earmark to the land conservation fund and a 
$38 million cap on the earmark to the rental housing revolving fund.  In 2015, the Conference 
Committee explained the rationale for the cap on the earmark as follows: 

Your Committee on Conference finds that budgetary planning and transparency are 
key components to ensuring the ongoing fiscal health of the State.  Your Committee 
on Conference believes that, by establishing maximum amounts to be distributed 
to various non-general funds from the conveyance tax, this measure will make 
forecasts of general fund revenues more reliable, will increase legislative oversight 
of agencies and programs supported by the non-general funds, and will subject 
those agencies and programs to competition for limited public funds if the agencies 
or programs want more than the amount automatically distributed to their non-
general funds. 

Conf. Comm. Rep. No. 156 (2015). 

The cap on the earmark to the land conservation fund was reduced to $5.1 million in the budget 
bill of 2020, Act 9, SLH 2020. 
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The bill provides earmarks to two additional funds; the lesser of 30% or $60,000,000 to the newly 
established Hawaiian home lands infrastructure and housing  special fund and the lesser of 20% 
or $40,000,000 to the dwelling unit revolving fund. 

Raising the cap on the existing earmarked revenues should be done only with great caution.  As 
with any earmarking of revenues, the legislature will be preapproving each of the programs fed by 
the fund into which the tax monies are diverted, expenses from the funds largely avoid legislative 
scrutiny, and the effectiveness of the programs funded becomes harder to ascertain.  It is also 
difficult to determine whether the fund has too little or too much revenue. 

If the legislature deems the programs and purposes funded by this fund to be a high priority, then 
it should maintain the accountability for these funds by appropriating the funds as it does with 
other programs.  Earmarking revenues merely absolves elected officials from setting priorities.  If 
the money were appropriated, lawmakers could then evaluate the real or actual needs of each 
program. 

Digested:  3/23/2026 
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HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:45:28 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Craig Watase Testifying for Mark 
Development, Inc. Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha.  My name is Craig Watase, CEO of Mark Development, Inc.  We are an affordable 
housing developer and property manager in Hawaii since 1977. 

I am writing in strong support of HB2049 to provide DHHL with a regular funding 
source.  DHHL has the potential to be the largest creator of housing inventory in the State if 
given such resources. 

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions. 

Craig Watase 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

3165 Waialae Ave, Suite 200 | Honolulu, HI 96816 

O: 808-735-9099 x888 | C: 808-256-7417 

craigw@mdihawaii.com | mdihawaii.com 

  

 

mailto:craigw@mdihawaii.com


HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:58:17 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Watase Testifying for Mark 
Development, Inc. Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to Native Hawaiian beneficiaries.  

Mahalo nui loa. 

Kyle Watase,  

Mark Development, Inc. 
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3/24/2026  

Aloha.  Save Honolua supports HB2049 but strongly opposes the reduction 
in the LCF allocation from 10% to 5%. However, we do support raising the 
outdated cap from $5.1 million to $10 million. 

Respectfully, 

John Carty 
Executive Director 
Save Honolua Coalition 
savehonolua@gmail.com

Save Honolua Coalition, PO Box 11904, Lahaina, HI 96761
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Committee:    Water, Land, Culture and the Arts  
    Housing 
    Hawaiian Affairs   
Hearing Date/Time:  Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at 1:02pm 
Place:    Conference Room 224 & Videoconference    
Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai !i in SUPPORT of  

HB2049 HD3 Relating to Housing  
 
Dear Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, Vice Chairs Inouye, Hashimoto, Lamosao, and 
Members of the Committees: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai !i (ACLU-HI) support s HB2049 HD3, 
which restructures the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the sale of 
properties with residential use, adjusts the tax for multifamily properties , and applies a 
cost-of- living adjustment to conveyance tax rates. The bill also allocates portions of 
the revenue toward various housing-focused special funds. 
 

I. Advancing Economic Justice 
 
Soaring housing costs in recent years have put homeownership out of reach for too 
many living across the islands. The adjustments to the conveyance tax set forth in this 
bill are both just and reasonable, shifting a higher tax burden on those who can afford 
it, while providing relief  on more modestly-priced homes: 
 

!"#$%"&'(
)*+,%(

-./%" 0-11,$2%3(!"2/12$*+(4#5%( 6%1#/3(4#5%(7(8/9%:&5%/&(!"#$%"&'(

;,""%/&(
<*=(

4>?@AB(
4CD(<*=(

C2EE%"%/1%(
;,""%/&(
<*=(

4>?@AB(4CD(
<*=(

C2EE%"%/1%(

FGH@@@H@@@( FDH@@@( F?H@@@( 0FGH@@@( FAH@@@( F?HB@@( 0FGHG@@(

FIH@@@H@@@( FDIH@@@( FG?IHI@@( JFB@HI@@( FA?HI@@( F?GAHA@@( JFGKGHB@@(

FG@H@@@H@@@( FG@@H@@@( FDKLH@@@( JF?KLH@@@( FG?IH@@@( FMDBHA@@( JFIGAHA@@(

F?IH@@@H@@@( F?I@H@@@( FGHDGIHI@@( JFGH@MIHI@@( FDG?HI@@( FGHILBHA@@( JFGH?KMHB@@(

 
Hawai!i has been experiencing a slow exodus of younger families because the cost of 
living here is unsustainable for so many. By adjusting the allocation as indicated above, 
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HB2049 HD3 makes progress in addressing our affordable housing crisis, while tak ing a 
step toward greater economic justice and tax fairness. 
 

II. Housing as a Human Right 
 
ÒIn the late 1960s, Dr. King and the civil rights movement had made open housing their 
priority because they understood that access to housing was itself a basic human right . 
They also knew that housing access was intertwined with dismantling other systemic 
inequalities like unequal  access to education, racist and violent policing , and the racial 
wealth gap. 
 
Sixty years later, in every state across the country, housing is once again the civil rights 
issue of our time.Ó1  
 
Hawai!i continues to look for ways to address our affordable housing crisis . This bill 
takes a step in the right direction , as some of the revenue generated by HB2049 HD3 is 
directed into  the:  
 

¥! Rental Housing Revolving Fund Ð 20% or $0 million  (whichever is less) 
¥! Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund  Ð 20% or $40 million  (whichever is less) 
¥! Hawaiian Home Lands Infrastructure and Housing Special Fund Ð 30% or $60 

million (whichever is less)  
 

III. Investing in Hawai!iÕs Indigenous People 
 
Native Hawaiians are disproportionately  affected by our exorbitant  housing costs. 
While they make up only 20% of the stateÕs population, they account for approximately  
40% of our homeless population. 2 This overrepresentation is also a result of deep 
structural  barriers that trace their origins to historic  land dispossession and economic 
inequalities that persist today.  
 
By investing a substantial portion of the revenues created by this bill, we can begin to 
address the deep housing inequity experienced by so many Native Hawaiians. 
 

!
! !Access to Housing is the Civil Rights Issue of Our Time (Again). https://www.aclu.org/news/racial -
justice/access-to-housing-is-the-civil -rights -issue-of-our-time -again!!
2 Native Hawaiian and Pacific IslandersÕ Identity and Housing Status: The Impact on Historical Trauma 
and Perceived Stress, International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, September 
2024. https://www.mdpi.com/1660 -4601/21/9/1249  
!
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For all these reasons, we urge you to pass HB2049 HD3. 
 
 
Mahalo,  
 
Josh Frost  
Josh Frost  
Policy Advocate  
ACLU of Hawai!i 
jfrost@aclu hawaii .org  
" 

 
 

With more than 4,000 Hawai!i-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of HawaiÔi is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and 
HawaiÔi State Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The 
ACLU of Hawai!i is a non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its 

services at no cost to the public and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of 
Hawai!i has been serving our communities in HawaiÔi for over 60 years. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 7:17:57 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanani Higbee Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Housing Chair Chang, Vice Chair Hashimoto, Hawaiian Affairs Chair Richards, Vice 
Chair Lamosao and Water, Land, Culture and Arts Committee Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye: 

I am in strong support of HB 2049. Please, I ask that you Vote Yes on HB 2049. I am a Maui 
'oiwi and a Lahaina fire survivor and I'm on the list of Hawaiian Homes. I lost my home in the 
Lahaina fire. I did lot selection for Lahaina Leiali'i 1B Hawaiian Homes along with 155 other 
families in November and December 2025, that are trying to rebuild our community. We need 
the help that only HB 2049 can give us by providing consistent funding annually until our 
infrastructure is built. HB2049 will provide $60 million in funding for the Hawaiian homes 
infrastructure fund by allowing Hawaiian Homes to finally get a portion of the conveyance tax, 
instead of just the rent revolving fund and conservation fund. This is money well spent to house 
not just us fire survivors, but Native Hawaiians across the state waiting patiently for a chance of 
affordable and secure housing that Hawaiian Homes is able to allow the opportunity for. We still 
pay and/or build our homes, just at a more affordable rate than market.  
  

I hope the you will vote yes in HB 2049 as I see it as a way to make funding for Hawaiian homes 
reasonable since it doesn't raise taxes, only restructures an existing conveyance tax so that it 
allows Hawaiian homes infrastructure fund to get a portion to build much needed sewers, roads, 
utilities, water pipes that's necessary and a lofty expense when building Hawaiian homes. The 
list of Hawaiian Homes is 38,000 long with half the list of 19,000 being senior citizens and dying 
on the list within the next 5-10 years if not enough effort is done to get these homes built. Our 
kupuna have waited patiently for 40-50 years, like my own mom who got on the list back in 
1986 when I was in diapers. Now her grandkids have become adults. That's how long she has 
been waiting. She just did lot selection for Lahaina Leilalii 1B too. 
  

That's why it is necessary to pass HB 2049 through so no more of our Native Hawaiian families 
must leave our one Hanau, birth sands, for the mainland in order to survive because we are 
priced out. Hawaii isn't Hawaii without the Native Hawaiians. How sad it is that more Native 
Hawaiians live outside Hawaii because we have been priced out. This is an opportunity to keep 
our Native Hawaiians housed while alleviating other affordable housing projects so more locals 
can stay in Hawaii nei and we can keep our multigenerational island roots and much needed 
workforce living in Hawaii nei.  



With Aloha,  

Kanani Higbee 
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HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 1:29:42 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorna Holmes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I write in strong support of this tax fairness bill, which will raise revenue for much needed 
housing in a sensible way.  Please see that it passes. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Dr. Lorna Holmes, Mo'ili'ili 96826 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 9:18:29 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Support 2049 HB RELATING TO HOUSING. 

This bill will support the following: 

1) Restructures the conveyance tax to a marginal rate system for the sale of properties with 
residential use. 

2) Adjusts the tax for multifamily properties to reflect value on a per-unit basis. 

3) Applies a cost-of-living adjustment to conveyance tax rates. 

4) Allocates revenues from conveyance tax collections. 

5) Allocates a portion of conveyance tax collections to the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund to 
fund infrastructure programs in areas that meet minimum standards of transit-supportive density. 

6) Allocates a portion of conveyance tax revenues to the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust Fund. 

This bill would allocate thirty per cent or $60,000,000, whichever is less, to be paid into the 
Hawaiian Home Lands Trust Fund. At this rate, DHHL would be able to complete all twenty-
eight (28) projects pursuant to Act 279, Session Laws of Hawaii 2022, within 10-12 years. This 
bill would provide predictable funding for multi-year planning and infrastructure while also 
leveraging additional public and private capital for beneficiary housing. 

Thank you for your consideration in passing this bill in 2026 legislation session. 

 























HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:16:08 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ann V Saffery Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

strong support  

  

Mahalo,  

Ann V Saffery 

Honolulu, HI 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:38:15 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Coralie Matayoshi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because it will help provide a greater revenue stream for desperately needed 
affordable housing needs for our local residents and raise much-needed revenues from higher 
end property sales, particularly those over $2 million and properties not occupied by the 
homeowner, while continuing to protect lower income working families. 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:42:19 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deborah G. Nehmad Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this important bill to help ease the affordable housing crunch in 
Hawaii. 
This bill will help provide a greater revenue stream for desperately needed 
affordable housing needs for our local residents,   

  

It will also raise much-needed revenues from higher end property sales, 
particularly those over $2 million and properties not occupied by the homeowner, 
while continuing to protect lower income working families. 
  
Mahalo, 
Deb Nehmad 
Hawaii Kai 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:44:20 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steven H. Levinson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:47:29 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Kesler Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please help build an income stream by taxing the wealthy and taking the burden off middle and 
lower income families  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 11:27:55 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Galen Fox Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of HB2049, which will help fund desperately needed affordable housing for local 
residents. Also, it will draw revenue from high-end property sales including those over $2 
million, and from properties not occupied by the homeowner, while protecting lower-income 
families. 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 11:39:37 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carrie Ann Shirota Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs and Committee Members:  

Thank you for working together to schedule a triple Committee hearing on HB2029 HD3 
Relating to Housing.  I support this important measure as it accomplishes two important 
objectives: 

First, HB 2049, HD 3 invests in mixed-use communities that are centrally-located and inhabited 
by individuals and households of all income ranges.  This contributes to healthy and save 
communities.  

Second, it provides for a dedicated conveyance tax allocation to the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands (DHHL). In turn, this supports the DHHL's to fulfill its constitutional mandate 
and ongoing work to address the waitlist by increasing infrastructure and housing development 
support.  Despite Article XII, Section 1 of the Hawai'i Constitution requiring the legislature to 
provide "sufficient sums" for the administration and operating budget of the DHHL, the State of 
Hawai'i has failed to fulfill that mandate in a way that addresses the long waitlist.  

I urge you to pass HB2049 HD3 Relating to Housing.  Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  
Carrie Ann Shirota, Esq.  

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:17:34 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aysia Kaho'ohanohano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. I am a DHHL and NAHASDA beneficiary.  Without the 
funding provided, I most likely would not be in my home today and I am so grateful for the 
opportunity provided to my 'Ohana.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Aysia Kaho'ohanohano ~ Waikapu, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 11:54:50 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret ANN Renick Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill! Let's get more affordable housing now! Aloha 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:26:10 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noelani kanekoa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Noelani Kanekoa (Waikapu, Maui) Pu'uhona Homestead 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:27:42 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer K Garma Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Jennifer Garma - Honolulu, HI 
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HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:36:15 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sonny Sing-Kahaleha Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. I know many of my friends and family members that 
received funding to purchase homes and I think its an amazing thing especially with the risen 
housing prices. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Sonny Sing-Kahalehau  |  Wailuku, Maui  
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HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:46:24 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Glenn Choy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill.  Thank you. 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:55:35 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ray Leota Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Ray Leota | Kealakekua, Hawaii Island 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:57:44 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dalene Kamakea  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. We the Native Kanaka should be placed on LANDS that 
Our Alii had blessed his People since 1921. Since 1982 when I applied till today I was not 
Awarded Homestead Land. So I Support HB2049. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

Dalene Kamakea                         Waimanalo, Hawaii  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 12:59:19 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rochelle Weisbarth Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Rochelle Weisbarth, Honolulu, Oahu  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:10:01 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Leianaikaroselaniomaui 

SingKeliikoa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I SUPPORT  HB2049, HD3 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:24:52 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tania Waa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 
  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Tania Wa'a 
Laie, Hawai'i 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:30:24 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Lopez Jr. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support HB2049 HD3 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:33:54 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Spencer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HD2049 HD3 to ensure DHHL gets funing for homes for their  beneficiaries.   

Aloha, 

  

Sean Spencer 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:34:08 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sue Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support bill HB2049. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:36:35 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maxine L Akee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of 

 the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong SUPPORT for  

HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo 
for the opportunity to be heard.  WE HAVE BEEM WAITING ON THE DHHL WAITLIST 
SINCE JUNE 2004.  

  

Maxine Akee, Oahu, Hawaii  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:38:25 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bernina Ah Yee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:42:38 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelei Tancayo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Richards, Chang and members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049 HD3 to ensure funding to DHHL so 
homes can be built and delivered to beneficiaries. 

There is NO reason for Hawaiians to be in a housing crisis decades in the making when there's 
land resources available, constitutional rights granted through and to DHHL. 

Bring back hope, prosperity for many Hawaiians with much needed homes.   
Mahalo, 

Michelei Tancayo  

Lahaina Maui 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 1:55:31 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

yvette marie m kaanana Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

( Yvette Marie M Kaanana ) 

                            Hilo Hawaii 96720 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 2:09:05 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

BRANDY CRADDUCK Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 2:16:49 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick Ah Loy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 Patrick Ah Loy. Mililani, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 3:03:02 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Nelson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am asking you to support this bill.  It will raise much-needed revenues from luxury sales; it 
increases the tax rate on properties sold for over $2million.  It will also protect local, middle-
class families by restructuring to a marginal rate system, the average local family selling their 
home would likely pay a lower rate than they do now. 

Thank you, 

Elizabeth Nelson 

Kaneohe 

  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 3:26:10 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2049 HD3 

Doris Segal Matsunaga 

Waimea, Hawaii Island  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 3:56:06 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darlene K Kennison Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049 HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

Darlene Kennison        Ewa Beach, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:15:23 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Josette lai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Josette Lai, Honolulu, Hawai'i 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:18:21 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

E Tai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2049 because it will help to distribute the burden for supporting the housing needs 
of Hawai'i residents. Middle-class Hawaiians are getting squeezed out of their own homeland. 
This will begin to help solve the problem. Let's be real, being taxed at point of sale is not a 
significant burden for owners of luxury real estate who are making huge profits at that point. 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:38:21 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell K Cleaver Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Russell K Cleaver   Honolulu, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:41:42 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Damen Makua Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs, Lee, Chang, Richards and Members of the Senate Committee. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries that have been waiting for years! Its really a travesty that 
beneficiaries are dying before they get awarded because DHHL lack the proper funding to build 
homes in an efficient manner. This must be the priority of the State of Hawaii to take care of 
Hawaiians because we are the people of this land it is part of our birthright. Every year more and 
more Hawaiians move to the mainland because of housing shortage, or affordability and if it 
continues Hawaii will no longer be Hawaii, especially with special interest groups, mainland and 
overseas corporations buying up real estate and outbidding kamaina residents and making it 
impossible to own a home in Hawaii. Please support HB2049 and start taking care of the people 
of Hawaii. Get these Hawaiians off the list and into homes of their own. 

Mahalo Nui  

Damen Makua.    Makawao, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:48:06 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Bohlen Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition COMMENTS that funding for the Land Conservation Fund 
should be increased. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:48:33 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharae Hawelu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Sharae Hawelu (Oahu) 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:54:57 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharon R Keith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will help provide a greater revenue stream for desperately needed 
affordable housing needs for our local residents,   

  

It will also raise much-needed revenues from higher end property sales, 
particularly those over $2 million and properties not occupied by the homeowner, 
while continuing to protect lower income working families. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 4:59:12 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

chelsea pang Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support this change to reduce income disparities in Hawaii  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:15:00 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Tancayo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB 2049 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:16:35 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erman K. Tancayo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a future Homestead Lessee I am STRONG support of HB 2049! 

Mahalo! 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:21:13 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Keahi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and Members of the State Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Christine Keahi  

Lahaina, Maui 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:31:19 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Myron Rosehill  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Members of the Hawaii State Legislature. 

I am writing to you today to express my support of HB2049 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
more homes can be avaiable for its beneficiaries. 

Thank you for your time. 

Myron Rosehill, Hilo, HI 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:36:09 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jun Look Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We need to pull all levers to try to make housing affordable.  I support using the State's 
conveyance tax in this bill to fund creative ways to help our younger generation stay in Hawaii. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:40:27 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Priscilla Stuckey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  
Aloha, Chair and Members of the Committees, 

I strongly support HB2049. We need a fairer conveyance tax in Hawai'i so those involved in 
much higher-value property sales contribute more toward their fair share. 

Hawai'i needs more stable, long-term fund for affordable housing, DHHL, and land 
conservation. Especially now, when the state is having to recover from yet another catastrophic 
event, our need for stable funding becomes even more obvious and urgent. HB2049 provides an 
obvious step toward greater financial stability. 

HB2049 is a smart, targeted way to invest in our communities without burdening working 
families. 

Mahalo, 

Priscilla Stuckey, Kihei 
 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 5:44:13 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristen Young Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am testifying in strong support of HB2049 to update Hawaii's conveyance tax to ensure 
it is fair, modern, and capable of meeting our state's greatest needs. Lots of wealthy people, often 
not from here, exploit Hawaii for profit while we struggle to invest in our own communities and 
future. This bill would have transformative impacts moving us toward tax fairness. 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 6:08:17 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elsa Kim Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can 
be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 6:08:37 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOY Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Joy Kaupe      Wailuku, Maui 

  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 6:41:26 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Frank Kalepa  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees.  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

Frank Kalepa, Lahaina, Maui 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 7:04:21 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keala Hoopai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I'm writing to express my strong support for HB 2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL,  so 
homes may be delivered to beneficiaries.  Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 7:09:29 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cory Harden Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 

Please support these changes to the conveyance tax to make it fair, and to fund affordable 
housing, homelessness programs, land conservation, and the state general fund. 

mahalo, 
Cory Harden, Hilo 
member, Indivisible 

 



 

 

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for 
DHHL so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to 
testify. 

Lena J Carver 

Keaau, Hawaii 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 7:59:15 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rudy Spencer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and members of the Senate Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL, so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Rudy Spencer 
Hilo, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 8:12:14 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lois Langham  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Tax advantages have skewed way too much in favor of people who are already economically 
advantaged, leaving the less advantaged outside. I strongly support this bill to bring aloha values 
to the people of Hawaii. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 8:21:50 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Sean Mokuonahiala 

Andrade Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Chair Todd, Vice Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the 
Senate Committees on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts / Housing / Hawaiian Affairs: 

As a Beneficiary on the waitlist ranked #1341 I am writing to express my strong support for 
HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
Sean Mokuonahiala Andrade,      Kalaheo, Kauai 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 9:30:12 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Hutchison Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you! 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 9:49:44 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

SamanthaLee Kama Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

SamanthaLee Kama  |  Kapolei, Oahu 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/23/2026 10:32:41 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2049.   
  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:45:42 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jay Lindsey Palenapa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Jay Lindsey Palenapa 

Hawaiian Homelands Beneficiary currently on the waiting list. 

  

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 5:46:04 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Abellanida  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this tax. The people of Hawaii are already over burdened. I urge you to vote no.  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 6:10:18 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Wilson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am providing this written testimony in support of HB2049 as a native Hawaiian who is directly 
affected by the bill. My family has been on the Department of Hawaiian Homelands waiting list 
since 1984 and have been diligently awaiting the ability to live on Hawaiian Home Lands as 
constitutionally mandated in the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920. My father has been 
waiting his entire life for a place to call home and this year, on this 69th birthday, was finally 
offered a project lease for land on Hawaii island. Just this past weekend we found out that, 
mainly due to budget restraints, the earliest this land will be ready for distribution is 2031. At 
that time my father will be 74 and would have waited his entire life for land that he won't get to 
enjoy or truly benefit from. We are praying that he will live long enough to actually step foot on 
the land and this is not a rare situation. All around us we see the older generation dying before 
being awarded property. We see the younger generation being priced out and moving away from 
Hawaii in order to afford to buy or rent a home. All the while the state of Hawaii remains behind 
on the times with outdated policies that haven't been adjusted for the absurd cost of living in 
this beautiful place we call home. The people are the driving force that makes Hawaii such a 
unique place and this bill aims to keep Hawaii, Hawaii.  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 6:28:56 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elaine Lucas Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Elaine Lucas  |  Mililani, O'ahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 6:34:24 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani Coleman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 6:36:47 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wallis K. Wong Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL 
so  homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

          Wallis K Wong 

           Kaneohe, Oahu 

         

            

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:18:03 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dolly Catan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB 2049 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes 
can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Dolly Catan, Pukalani, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:15:13 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kaiwi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Thank you, 

Barbara Kaiwi 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:18:52 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Chong Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Ryan Chong  I  Hilo, Hawaii 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:39:03 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Debra Aliviado Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairman, Vice Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing in strong support of HB2049, HD3 to unsure funding for the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands so that more homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support. 

Debra Aliviado 

  

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:42:51 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheyenne Perry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am in support of this bill HB2049, it allows for DHHL to complete its duty to native hawaiians 
to deliver homesteads and allows to leverage additional private funding.  Conveyance tax rates 
are overdue to be updated and in Hawaii is still lower than other states.  I support this measure as 
it allows for significant leveraging that stretches out limited funding resources and ultimately 
fulfills the goals of the trust. 

mahalo nui, 

Cheyenne 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:16:04 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Wayne Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because it will provide a greater revenue stream for the  affordable housing 
needs for our local residents. 

And it will raise revenues from property sales at the higher end of the market, especially those 
over $2 million and those not occupied by owners, while protecting lower income working 
families.  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:37:26 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sanoe Marfil Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. As a beneficiary myself, living on aina ho'opulapula, I 
am blessed by this gift that was given to me and I am excited by this opportunity that may bring 
the same blessing.  Mahalo nui for allowing me to submit my tesitmony. Malama.  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:37:27 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberly Rivera Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Kee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committee, 

I am in strong support of HB 2049 HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be delivered 
to people like myself waiting on the list. Praying for lease award before my time comes then it's 
too late as my children do not meet current blood quantum eligibility. 
  

Mahalo nunui, 

Kimberly Rivera, age 62 

  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:38:44 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jo Addie Brown Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support HB2049 in perpetuity for Native Hawaiians. 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:46:42 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brodie Lockard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:53:00 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James E Raymond Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you. I am a member of Indivisible Windward. 

  

 









HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:59:08 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beth Giesting Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the restructuring of Hawaii's Conveyance Tax and the distribution of proceeds 
to include funding for Hawaiian Homesteads, as proposed in HB2049. Passage of this bill will 
address housing equity in our state, which currently greatly favors the wealthy, and strengthen 
the programs that already exist to increase the supply of affordable housing for Native Hawaiians 
and other residents. 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:10:51 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

R.Kana'iaupuni Gomes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kana'i Gomes  Honolulu, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:11:35 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anela Haina Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Anela Haina - Lahaina, Maui 

 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:19:56 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monique Gomes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Monique Gomes Waianae Hawaii 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:20:48 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angela Kilakalua Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee Chang Richard and Members of the Senatr Committees  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049 to ensure finding for DHHL so homes can 
be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Angela Kilakalua.           Waianae Oahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:21:08 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Warren Grace  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Warren Grace   Kona, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:22:04 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Whitney Leota Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Whitney Leota, Kapolei, O'ahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:24:28 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenna Ganitano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Jenna Ganitano | Kaneohe, Oahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:27:02 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natasha Cuelho Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richard's and Members of the Senate Committees, 

My name is Natasha Cuelho and I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to 
ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the oppurtunity 
to testify.  
  

Warm regards,  

Natasha Cuelho (Lahaina, Maui) 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:27:30 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Mitravich Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify 

Wendy M Mitravich, Waimanalo, Oahu 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:30:28 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Penner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee,Chang,Richards and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049,HD3. To ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiares. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

John R Penner Jr   Kapaau Hi 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:31:27 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keoki Cuelho Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and Memebers of the Senate Committees,  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the oppurtunity to testify.  
  

Warm regards,  

Keoki Cuelho (Lahaina, Maui) 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:33:13 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cherie kawahalau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

[ Cherie Kawahalau ] | [ Koloa, Kaua'i ] 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:40:43 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle D Kaaihue Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  

Michelle D Kaaihue 

Waianae, O'ahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:42:26 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberlyn Haole-Keahi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaires.   

On December 6, 2025 we attended the DHHL meeting becuase my wife Carlene Haole-Keahi 
finally got selected for Hawaiian Homes.  This is great news for us, especially as renters we lost 
our place of residence in the 2023 Lahaina wildfire and currently in a temporary housing. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kimberlyn Haole-Keahi | Lahaina, Maui 

 









HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:47:37 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Homelani Schaedel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

The designated 30% of sugar land lease income to DHHL from the State in support of the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (HHCA) has declined to zero over 20 years. This bill is long 
overdue in replacing this funding stream. 

The Legislature is mandated under Article XII of our State Constitution to provide sufficient 
funding as part of its obligation to the HHCA. 

I strongly urge this committee to pass this bill without reservations, to restore a steady income 
stream to DHHL. 

Mahalo, Home Schaedel - HHCA Beneficiary 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:48:01 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hermanie M HamadaH Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and members of the State Committee 

I am sincerly responding to support bill HB 2049 and HD 3 to ensure funding for DHHL. This is 
critical so homes can be built and delivered to promised beneficiaries. 

I believe the state of Hawaii has a moral obligation to ensure funding is required and Hawaiians 
have the responsibility to do their part to pay for the housing as well. Please help the responsible 
beneficiaries to acquire their homes so future generations can call Hawaii their home. 

Mahalo 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:52:07 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaipo Perez III Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kaipo Perez, O'ahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:54:14 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Victoria Anakalea-

Keomaka Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and Members of the Senate Committee's. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding to DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Victoria Anakalea-Keomaka/ 'Oahu 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:56:53 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Rossmark "Boysie" 

Septimo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  

Our Keahi 'ohana, originally from Honokohau Valley on Maui, have been issued leases for the 
Leiali'i project on Maui and any support to fund and expedite the delivery of the homes would be 
greatly appreciated.  

My original lease was awarded for the Waiohuli Homestead in 2005, but no lots were offered 
until Pu'uhona Homestead was funded with $600M  from the State to DHHL in 2022, I am so 
thankful and grateful to say that I have been awarded a lease for a home at the Pu'uhona 
Homestead, and once built, this lease will be transferred to my daughter and her children on 
Maui.  

We look forward to the Leiali'i project and other DHHL projects on Maui with funding from the 
State for DHHL and see more homesteads available to our 'ohana and Native Hawaiian families. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Rossmark "Boysie" Septimo 

Wailuku, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 10:57:20 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marlene K Keahi-Wilson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Marlene Keahi-Wilson, Waimanalo, HI 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:00:51 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alia Vellina  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

March 24, 2026 

Hawaii State Legislature  

Re: HB2049-HD3 
  

  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Alia Vellina 

Makawao, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:04:19 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tad Keyser Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. This is a critical point of inflection to help preserve the 
potential for Hawaiians to remain  on island. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Tad Keyser   Lahaina Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:04:44 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOANNA KUSUNOKI Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Chang, Richards and members of the Senate Committees: 

I'm writing to express my strong support for HB2049,HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Joanna Kusunoki / Wailuku, Maui 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:09:14 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in favor of HB2049 HD3.  I believe it will help increase tax fairness and 
level the playing field.  Mahalo for your consideration. 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:12:02 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Virginia P. Anakalea Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a native hawaiian i fully support this bill for all native hawaiians out there to move back 
home and stay where we belong. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:13:33 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Evelyn Cullen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for   HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL 
so  homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.   

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Evelyn Cullen, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:16:32 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Sharpe Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards and members of the Senate Committees, 

I am testifying in strong support for HB 2049 HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL beneficiaries.  I 
live in Kamuela, Big Island and since the billionaires have come to town there are no 
oppportunities for local people to afford to live in their place of birth; their ancestral homeland 
are being taken from them and Native Hawaiians are being forced to move to the mainland while 
the rich inhabit our islands.  I don't know why something has been done to prevent people from 
buying our islands.  What is going on?  I have nothing against being rich or having money but 
when money used for greed and not to help others then what is money good for?  

Please, the Hawaiian people have the highest mortality rates and are among the poorest in their 
own homeland and cannot afford to rent or buy a home.  This bill helps decrease homelessness 
and for that reason alone, this bill should be supported.   

Thank you the opportunity to allow me to testify. 

Laura M. Sharpe - BIg Island, Hawai'i 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:24:49 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Denise Keala 
Vasconcellos Individual Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  

Denise Keala Vaconcellos  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:24:53 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexandria Matsushima  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs and members of State Committies 

  

Im Writting to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries, Mahalo for the opportunity to testify 

  

Alexandria Matsushima Nanakuli, O'ahu  

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:29:14 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harry Johnson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:36:53 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Alexander Barrera-

Dacuycuy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

[ Alexander Barrera-Dacuycuy ]  |  [ Kahului, Maui ] 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:44:45 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carmelita G. Makepa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. As an Hawaiian Home Land Beneficiary on the waiting 
list for too long, I am in full support of our kanaka people receiving funding to assist in their 
building of their homes. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Carmelita G. Makepa 

Wai'anae, O'ahu, ,HI   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 11:53:22 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thorne Abbott Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The legacy lands conservation program has proven itslef to be a valuable, effective and efficient 
mechanism for conserving valued lands in hawaii.  please continue to fund it at the highest 
practical extent. 

 







HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:08:04 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marion K A Kapuniai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I TESTIFY IN FULL SUPPPORT -  

-  CORRELATES WITH AND MEETS MANDATE OF THE HAWAII 
STATE     CONSTITUTION  

-   DIRECTLY MEETS THE NEED OF THE INTENDED POPU;ATION  

tHANK YOU!  

  

K Kapuniai,  Successor lessee, Puupkapu 

P 

  

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:10:10 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kamalei Kawa'a Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kamalei Kawa'a 

Maui, Hawai'i 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:11:44 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mariah M Espaniola Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure critical funding for DHHL 
so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. My mother has remained on the DHHL Hawaiian 
Homes waitlist for my entire life, yet she is still unable to qualify for a home loan without the 
financial support of one of her four children. It is deeply saddening that land once promised to 
our people has become unaffordable for the very beneficiaries it was meant to serve. 

I humbly ask that you support this allocation of funds to advance lot selection and the 
development of turn-key homes, so families like mine may finally have the opportunity to return 
to and remain on our lands. 

Mahalo, 
Mariah Espaniola 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:13:03 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trayline Kiesel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  
Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 
  
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL 
so homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  
Trayline Kiesel (Honolulu, Hi) 
 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:15:28 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Haweookalani J Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Haweookalani Johnson, Wailuku, Maui. 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:19:22 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Candace Byers Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richard, and Members of the Senate Committees: 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049,HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Candace Byers  (Lahaina, Maui) 

 





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:21:18 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cierra Kawa'a Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees: 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Cierra Kawa'a 

Maui, Hawai'i 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:27:13 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gayle L Kaikala Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees, 

My name is Gayle Kaikala and I have been on the DHHL list at Waiohuli for over 20 years.  I 
am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. With the high cost of homes in Hawaii, this is a way for 
beneficiaries and following generations to become homeowners and avoid leaving the islands or 
becoming houseless.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Gayle Kaikala | Pukalani, Maui 

 



March 24,2026 
 
 
RE: HB2049, HD3 
 
 
Aloha Chairs, Richards, Lee, Chang and members of the senate committees. 
 
I am writing in support of HB 2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can 
be delivered to its beneficiaries. 
 
Thank you for accepting testimonies. 
 
Jade M. Riley 
Wailuku, Maui 









HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:42:23 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Franco Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha  I am the newest Leasee of  Puuhona on the island of Maui.  In September of this year I 
will be 80 years old and if it wasn't for my ALMIGHTY GOD it would not have been 
possible.   Some are not privileged as I was to live this long.  So I plead with you to please allow 
this Bill to pass.  Make it happen for more people to experience my HAPPINESS! 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:42:33 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Corrine Nobriga Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Corrine Nobriga       Lahaina, Maui 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:46:11 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Emmanuel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. I am writing to 
express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be 
delivered to beneficiaries.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Joshua Emmanuel, Honolulu, HI  

  

 







 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 12:59:10 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Geneva Jackson  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha e Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  

  

This is the PONO thing to do. 

  

Mahalo for to the chairs and Senate committee for their service and the opportunity to testify. 

  

Geneva A. Jackson 

Live Aloha Give Aloha  

Puna Big island 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:02:26 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kialoa Mossman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha esteemed senators of the Water, Land, Culture and Arts, Housing, and the Hawaiian 
Affairs committees. My name is Kialoa Mossman and i am submitting testimony in SUPPORT 
of HB2049. As a beneficiary of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (HHCA), I understand the 
the main hurdle for Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) to deliver on the mission of 
the HHCA is funding. Please consider fully supporting this bill to fund DHHL so that the 40,000 
Hawaiians on the waiting list can take a step forward in being served and living on our lands. 

Mahalo nui, 

Kialoa Mossman 

 

k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:39:22 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dwight Esias Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support of HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes.can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

Dwight Esias, 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

  

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:41:14 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Yamada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 
  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Lisa Yamada- Maui 
  

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:43:33 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lily Troy MD  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  

Do not SUPPORT HB2049 

  

I want to see non resident buyer and corporations pay conveyance tax. If possible. Residents 
need HELP TO BUY HOUSING IN THEIR STATE. WE WANT MORE NATIVES 
BUYING  HOMES, SUCH AS MY TWO SONS. PLEASE THINK OF WAYS TO GIVE 
NATIVES/ LOCALS MONETARY ADVANTAGE IN BUYING  SINCE WE HAVE LESS 
INCOME THAN CORPORATIONS AND MAINLAND PEOPLE    

 

k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 1:47:48 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bruce Anderson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill as a good method to provide funds for support of truly affordable housing. 

 

k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 2:48:33 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katherine MacPherson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We want this bill to pass to provide additional money to support affordable housing 
initiatives  for Hawaii residents. Lower income amilies need  financial support from government 
to provide housing oprtions.  

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 3:05:13 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Derwin Nunes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

[ Derwin Nunes ] | [ Kailua-Kona, Hawaii ] 

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 4:14:52 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diosa Doane Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Carolina Doane Lahaina, Maui 

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 4:23:01 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Kapiioho Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Christine Kapi'ioho, Kula, Maui 

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 4:35:47 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patty Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha All Chairs and Members of the Senate Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funds for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Patty Kanoa, Waimanalo, Oahu 

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 5:11:05 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deirdree Hooke Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

As a DHHL lessee and recipient of NAHASDA Loan program I am writing to express my strong 
support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so homes can be built for more Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries who are being priced out of their homeland day by day.  

If it wasn't for Jennifer, Anne, and Lehua at the NAHASDA office my family would have moved 
to the mainland becuase staying in Hawaii is not worth working three jobs and leaving my 
children to take care of themselves but that's the reality when the cost of living is so high and the 
rest of our family support has already moved away. 

This funding gives hope to people that really need it and helps keep family  and/or friend support 
systems for their surrounding community just by being able to afford staying in Hawaii. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Deirdree Hooke 

Kawaihae, Hawaii Island. 

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 8:48:18 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jordan Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

 Jordan Lee | Hilo , Hawaii  

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/24/2026 9:41:10 PM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerrean Kaikaina Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity 

Jerrean Kaikaina  

Waianae, HI 96793 

 

k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late



k.kukonu
Late





HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 6:45:26 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kilia Purdy-Avelino Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
  

mahalo nui, 

Kilia Purdy-Avelino 

4th Generation Hoolehua Homesteader, Molokai  

 

k.kukonu
Late



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 7:36:04 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kuulei Kahoonei Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Lee, Chang, Richards, and Members of the Senate Committees. 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Kuulei Kahoonei �_���.�D�L�O�X�D���.�R�Q�D�����+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 8:53:00 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnny Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

  

Aloha Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts Committee on Housing 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Johnny Auwae  

Nanakuli, Oahu 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 8:56:31 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ed werner  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts Committee on Housing 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Ed Werner  

Nanakuli, Oahu  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 9:20:30 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daphne Kahawai-Tom Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts Committee on Housing 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs. 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Daphne H. Kahawai-Tom, O'ahu, HI 

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 9:33:37 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Kaapuni Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB 2049. 

Hawaii is facing an unprecedented housing crisis. It is essential that we create sustainable, 
dedicated funding sources for affordable housing and the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
(DHHL). HB 2049 offers a fair solution by increasing the conveyance tax on high-value, luxury 
property sales�² properties valued over $2.2 million�² while keeping taxes unchanged for 75% of 
home sales. 

This measure will generate over $170 million in new revenue, with substantial funding going to 
infrastructure and affordable rentals, helping working families stay in Hawaii. 

Please pass HB 2049 to create a more equitable housing market in our state. 

  

 



HB-2049-HD-3 
Submitted on: 3/25/2026 9:53:33 AM 
Testimony for WLA on 3/25/2026 1:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mike Fanoga Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts Committee, on Housing 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2049, HD3 to ensure funding for DHHL so 
homes can be delivered to beneficiaries. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Mike Fanoga, Kapolei, Oahu 
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