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TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. No. 2030, H.D.2, Relating to Transportation Affordability 
 
BEFORE THE: 
Senate Committee on Transportation 
 
 
DATE:  Tuesday, March 24, 2026 
TIME:   3:02 p.m. 
LOCATION:   State Capitol, Room 229 
 

 
Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 
H.B. 2030, H.D.2 for your consideration.   

 
Section 2 of H.B. 2030, H.D.2, creates a new section 196-A, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS), which establishes a clean vehicle rebate program to be administered by 
the Department of Transportation (HDOT). Subsection (h), on page 11, provides that 
any rebate received shall not be considered income for purposes of state or county 
taxes. 

 
Section 2 of the bill, on page 13, creates a new section 196-B, HRS, which 

establishes a clean vehicle special fund that will be partially funded with revenue from 
the transportation affordability and energy security tax established under section 3 of 
the bill.  

 
Section 3 of the bill, on page 14, creates a new section in chapter 237, HRS, 

establishing a transportation affordability and energy security tax that shall apply in 
addition to the 4 percent general excise tax (GET) levied on the sale of tangible 
personal property, upon the gross proceeds of the sale of light-duty motor vehicles 
powered solely by gasoline, diesel, or gasoline or diesel blends, with or without a 
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battery. The transportation affordability and energy security tax will be levied at three 
different rates, which are currently unspecified, based on the unspecified miles per 
gallon of the vehicle based on federal Environmental Protection Agency ratings. The tax 
will not apply to vehicles with a final sales price less than an unspecified amount. 

 
Revenue from the transportation affordability and energy security tax is to be 

deposited into the new clean vehicle special fund and used to provide rebates under the 
clean vehicle rebate program established under section 196-A, HRS. 

 
The bill has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000. 
 
DOTAX notes that the provision requiring an allocation of revenues from the 

transportation affordability and energy security tax into the clean vehicle special fund 
would require a fundamental change in the way that DOTAX accounts for and reports 
on GET revenues. This bill would create administrative difficulties, as DOTAX will need 
to reconcile the amounts reported from the additional tax with actual amounts collected. 
Discrepancies will arise because the amount of tax collected often does not match the 
amount of tax reported for various reasons, including errors in payment or reporting or 
intentional underpayment.  

 
Additionally, many taxpayers report multiple categories of business activities on a 

single GET return, which complicates the accurate determination of amounts to be 
allocated. DOTAX therefore requests that the allocation of revenue to the special fund 
be replaced with an appropriation of a set dollar amount. 
 

DOTAX further requests that the effective date be amended to January 1, 2027, 
to allow sufficient time to make the necessary form, instruction, and system changes. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 



https://energy.hawaii.gov/what-we-do/clean-energy-vision/decarbonization-strategy/












 

proposed state-wide funding would provide ease of participation and increased EV uptick among those 
individuals who have had barriers to early adoption.  

EVs are often cheaper to power and yield significant savings in maintenance compared to conventional 
fuel-powered vehicles. The County supports these efforts to provide more opportunities for our 
community to enjoy the benefits of EVs and overall contribute to increased electrification. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 2030 HD2. 
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https://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/programs/Pages/About-EV-Rebate.aspx
https://ulupono.com/media/yfnlqx5v/power-pivot-transitioning-hawai-i-gasoline-superusers-to-evs.pdf


https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/annual-performance-goals-enhanced-fleet-modernization-program-and-clean-cars-4
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/annual-performance-goals-enhanced-fleet-modernization-program-and-clean-cars-4
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/annual-performance-goals-enhanced-fleet-modernization-program-and-clean-cars-4
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POLICY BRIEF      |      2 

It��is��currently��proposed��that��the��EV��rebates��be��structured��as��follows:��$5,000��for��new��BEVs,��$3,000��for��new��
PHEVs,��$2,000��for��used��BEVs��and��PHEVs.��To��ensure��benefits��reach��households��facing��the��steepest��
affordability��barriers,��the��program��includes��an��explicit��equity��design:��20%��of��funded��rebates��each��year��are��
projected��to��be��reserved��for��low�rincome��households,��who��receive��an��additional��$2,000��over��the��base��
rebate,��irrespective��of��new��or��used��purchases.����

The��overall��program��is��designed��to��be��revenue�rneutral��each��year��over��a��five�ryear��period,��including��a��5%��
program��administration��cost,��with��the��balance��being��provided��as��rebates.��The��table��below��provides��an��
overview��of��the��potential��impact��on��EV��sales��in��Hawai’i.��The��proposed��program��supports��Hawai’i��to��go��
from��13%��EV��sales��share��in��2025��to��30%��by��2032.��The��subsidy��program��supports��about��one�rthird��of��total��
EV��sales��expected��over��the��same��period.������

Table��1:��Five�ryear��rebate��program��outcome��and��rebate��coverage��

��
Program��with��ICE��purchase��price��threshold��

of��$32,000��
Total��EV��rebates�� 23,025��

New��EV��rebates�� 20,932��

Used��EV��Rebates�� 2,093��

Share��of��Low�rincome��EV��rebates�� 20%��

Total��Fund��Created�� $117.4��million��

In��the��proposed��program��design,��the��Clean��Vehicle��Rebate��Fund��can��accrue��$117.4M��in��fee��revenue,��
supporting��23,025��rebates��in��total,��over��the��five�ryear��period.��Within��that,��4,605��rebates��are��directed��
towards��low�rincome��households,��with��$29.7M��in��low�rincome��rebate��spend��and��$9.2M��dedicated��to��the��
low�rincome��extra��rebate.��The��program��fully��deploys��available��fee��revenue��to��maximize��rebate��delivery��
over��the��five�ryear��period,��while��maintaining��fiscal��balance��and��equity.��

Hawai	Ri��has��one��of��the��highest��shares��of��energy��related��CO����emissions��from��transportation��among��U.S.��
states,��which��makes��vehicle��electrification��a��high�rleverage��strategy.��As��Hawai	Ri��advances��toward��100%��
renewable��electricity��by��2045,��targeted��consumer��EV��rebates��can��help��households��access��EV��operating��
cost��savings��sooner.��The��program��design��ensures��equity��and��affordability,��while��recognizing��the��unique��
circumstances��of��Hawai’i��and��aims��to��deliver��enhanced��economic��security��coupled��with��environmental��
stewardship.��

Key��Highlights:����
�x A��self�rfinancing��Clean��Vehicle��Rebate��Fund��that��pairs��fees��based��on��MPG��with��point�rof�rsale��rebates��

for��EVs��can��support��market��growth��to��30%��EV��sales��share��by��2032,��while��ensuring��equity.��

�x Who��benefits?��100%��of��all��low��and��middle�rincome��households��in��Hawai’i��benefit,��with��lower�rincome��
households��eligible��for��EV��rebates��as��high��as��$7,000,��making��EVs��affordable��and��accessible.��

�x Who��contributes?��Only��new��ICE��vehicle��buyers��of��the��more��expensive��half��of��vehicle��purchases��above��
a��MSRP��threshold��of��$32,000��would��be��levied��a��one�rtime��fee��ranging��from��1��–��4%,��with��higher�rfuel��
efficiency��options��attracting��lower��fees,��further��limiting��any��burden��on��lower�rincome��households.��

�x Over��70%��of��Hawai’i��new��internal��combustion��engine��(ICE)��sales��have��a��fuel��efficiency��of��less��than��30��
MPG,��and��cost��at��least��20%��more��to��purchase��than��more��efficient��ICE��vehicles.��

�x Hawai’i��reached��13%��EV��share��of��new��sales��in��2025,��but��in��the��absence��of��federal��incentives,��risks��
lagging��on��vehicle��electrification��goals��necessary��to��meet��its��climate��goals.��
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A self -sustaining market -based model to achieve clean transportation 
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$2,000 | Additional rebate for low -income 
households
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Targeted Revenue Generation
A one-time fee applied only to new, less
fuel-efficient ICE vehicles with an MSRP
over $32,000.

4% fee I Under 22 MPG (Avg. MSRP $39,882)

2% fee | 22-30 MPG (Avg. MSRP $35,432)

1% fee l Over 30 MPG

Note: Over 70% of Hawai'iós new ICE sales in 2025 had a fuel
efficiency of less than 30 MPG and cost at least 20% more than
efýcient alternatives. ð
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Point-of-Sale EV Rebates
Direct financial support delivered at the
dealership for clean vehicles.

.f "-

$5,000 I New Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs)

I New Plugðin Hybrid Electric
$3'oo0 Vehicles (PHEVs)

$2,000 | Used BEVs and PHEVs



Built- in safeguards protect everyday families and ensure equity

 |
50% of new ICE vehicles are entirely exempt.

Any internal combustion vehicle priced below the $32,000 MSRP threshold pays absolutely
®; no fee. Only buyers of the more expensive half of new polluting vehicles contribute.

$7.
Institute of Transportation Studies

ta
~ Low-income households receive an additional

$2,000 over the base rebate, for both new and
used EVs.

- 20% of the entire Clean Vehicle Rebate Fund is
strictly reserved for low-income households.





Ready Toolkit for decision -makers

LINK: https://ucdavis.box.com/s/d8tg9gxjwt23i4wf2ki5ywy54fwks5ma
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Hawaii Clean Vehicle Rebate Fund ð 5-tear Outlook
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SENATE�1COMMITTEE �1ON�1TRANSPORTATION �1
Senator�1Lorraine �1R.�1Inouye,�1Chair�1

Senator�1Brandon�1J.C.�1Elefante,�1Vice�1Chair�1
�1

TESTIMONY�1IN �1STRONG �1SUPPORT�1OF�1HOUSE�1BILL�12030�1HD2�1
�1

Tuesday,�1March�124,�12026,�13:02�1p.m.�1
Conference�1Room�1229�1&�1Videoconference�1

State�1Capitol �1
415�1South�1Beretania�1Street�1

�1
Aloha �1Chair�1Inouye,�1Vice�1Chair�1Elefante,�1and�1Committee�1Members:�1
�1

Earthjustice�1strongly �1supports �1House�1Bill �12030�1HD2 ,�1“Relating �1to�1Transportation �1
Affordability,” �1which �1promotes�1affordability �1and�1equity, �1energy�1and�1economic�1security,�1and�1
climate�1safety�1by�1establishing�1a�1market�,based,�1self�,funding, �1and�1revenue�,neutral �1clean�1vehicle�1
rebate�1program �1administered �1by�1the�1Hawai‘i �1Department �1of�1Transportation �1(HDOT). �1�1

�1
As�1HB�12030�1recognizes,�1Hawai‘i’s �1dependency�1on�1imported �1fossil�1fuels�1for �1ground �1

transportation �1is�1an�1affordability �1and�1economic�1security�1crisis�1and�1a�1climate�1injustice.�1�1Hawai‘i �1
residents�1spend,�1and�1the�1Hawai‘i �1economy�1loses,�1billions�1of�1dollars �1per�1year�1on�1gas�1and�1diesel�1
fuel�1for �1cars�1and�1trucks.�1�1But�1the�1burdens�1of�1this�1legacy�1fossil�1fuel�1transportation �1system�1hit �1rural �1
and�1undeserved�1communities �1the�1hardest.�1�1A�1recent�1report �1by�1Ulupono �1Initiative �1highlights �1that�1
households�1with �1the�1highest�1reliance�1on�1gasoline�1spend�1thousands�1of�1dollars �1per�1year�1on�1their �1
gas�1bills, �1amounting �1to�114�1percent�1of�1their �1incomes.�1�1At �1the�1same�1time,�1rural �1and�1disadvantaged�1
communities �1bear�1the�1brunt �1of�1the�1harms�1and�1costs�1of�1climate�1change,�1which �1are�1compounded �1
by�1disparate�1access�1to�1infrastructure �1and�1services.�1�1�1�1

�1
Yet,�1as�1HB�12030�1further �1recognizes,�1existing�1technology�1can�1provide �1savings�1today�1for �1

our�1local�1families�1and�1advance�1our�1state�1decarbonization�1commitments �1to�1meet�1the�1climate�1
emergency.�1�1Just�1by�1switching �1the�1highest�17%�1of�1gasoline�1users�1to�1electric�1vehicles,�1for �1example,�1
these�1households�1would �1save�1almost�140%�1on�1their �1bills, �1or�1more�1than�1$5000�1per�1year.�1�1This�1
would �1save�1the�1Hawai‘i �1economy�1$220�1billion �1per�1year�1and�1more�1than�1680,000�1metric�1tons�1of�1
carbon�1emissions,�1which �1is�1more�1than�1the�1entire�1commercial�1sector’s�1emissions.�1�1The�1upfront �1
investment �1for �1electric�1vehicles,�1however,�1remains�1a�1main�1barrier �1to�1accessing�1these�1savings,�1
especially�1for �1lower �,income�1households.�1�1HB�12030�1seeks�1to�1address�1this�1barrier �1head�1on.�1

�1
HB�12030�1establishes�1a�1clean�1vehicle�1rebate�1program �1to�1support �1the�1shift �1to�1zero�,emission�1

vehicles�1and�1reduce�1the�1cost�1of�1living �1for �1Hawai‘i �1households.�1�1The�1bill �1affords�1particular �1
support �1and�1safeguards�1for �1lower �,income�1households,�1by�1providing �1an�1extra�1rebate�1for �1low �,�1and�1
moderate�,income�1(LMI) �1customers,�1applying �1rebates�1to�1more�1affordable�1clean�1vehicle�1options,�1
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�1
and�1encompassing�1as�1many�1of�1these�1options�1as�1possible,�1including �1plug �,in�1hybrid, �1leased,�1and�1
used�1vehicles.�1�1Recognizing�1the�1budget�1challenges�1the�1State�1currently �1faces,�1HB�12030�1also�1
provides �1a�1self�,funding �1mechanism�1for �1the�1program, �1collecting�1modest�1fees�1on�1the�1sale�1of�1new�1
fossil�1fuel�1vehicles�1and�1recirculating �1the�1funds�1back�1to�1the�1market�1and�1industry �1to�1support �1clean�1
vehicle�1options.�1�1The�1program �1is�1thus�1intended �1and�1designed�1to�1be�1revenue�,neutral �1for �1the�1state�1
budget.�1

�1
HB�12030�1patterns�1the�1proposed�1clean�1vehicle�1rebate�1program �1on�1successful�1models�1such�1

as�1the�1federal�1EV�1tax�1credit,�1EV�1rebate�1programs�1in�1numerous�1states�1including �1California, �1and�1
EV�1incentive�1programs�1across�1the�1world �1including �1the�1EU.�1�1It �1incorporates�1provisions �1the�1
legislature�1has�1adopted�1for �1other�1clean�1transportation �1incentive�1programs�1including �1the�1e�,bike�1
rebate�1program �1and�1the�1EV�1charging�1system�1rebate�1program. �1�1It �1also�1builds �1on�1the�1inaugural �1
Energy�1Security�1and�1Waste�1Reduction�1Plan�1that�1HDOT �1developed�1under �1the�1landmark �1
settlement�1agreement�1in�1the�1Navahine�1case,�1which �1recommends�1such�1a�1rebate�1program �1as�1part �1of�1
its�1comprehensive�1framework �1for �1enabling�1transportation �1savings�1opportunities �1and�1pollution �1
reductions.�1

�1
Based�1on�1ongoing�1discussions�1with �1HDOT, �1we�1support �1specific�1amendments�1to�1fix �1and�1

refine�1the�1bill �1language.�1�1We�1attach�1key�1proposed�1amendments�1to�1this�1testimony, �1which �1include �1
filling �1in�1updates�1to�1the�1fee�1provisions �1based�1on�1expert�1analysis�1of�1Hawai‘i �1market�1data�1
provided �1by�1the�1Hawai‘i �1State�1Energy�1Office.�1
�1

Finally, �1in�1response�1to�1auto�1industry �1representatives�1like �1the�1“Auto �1Innovators,” �1which �1
supports�1the�1rebate,�1but�1opposes�1the�1fee,�1we�1would �1encourage�1these�1organizations�1and�1their �1
members�1to�1embrace�1innovation �1and�1this�1historic �1opportunity �1to�1work �1together�1toward �1shared�1
goals�1of�1saving�1consumers�1money�1and�1reducing �1pollution—and �1to�1recognize�1that�1the�1fees�1
collected�1are�1returned �1to�1the�1market�1and�1industry �1to�1promote�1these�1goals.�1�1The�1Auto �1Innovators �1
echo�1HB2030’s�1recognition �1that�1lower �,income�1households�1“spend �1a�1larger�1share�1of�1their �1income�1
on�1fuel,” �1which �1is�1exactly�1why �1HB2030�1aims�1to�1enable�1these�1households�1to�1save�1money�1through �1
clean�1vehicle�1options,�1while �1charging�1a�1fee�1on�1only �1new�1purchases�1of�1fossil�1fuel�1vehicles.�1�1The�1
bill �1also�1limits �1the�1fee�1to�1more�1expensive�1fossil�1fuel �1vehicles,�1which �1are�1also�1less�1fuel�1efficient �1and�1
more�1costly�1to�1own �1and�1operate.�1�1This�1would �1enhance�1even�1further �1this�1bill’s �1focus�1and�1priority �1
on�1affordability. �1
�1

Mahalo�1for �1the�1opportunity �1to�1testify �1in�1support �1of�1this�1key�1building �1block�1for �1
transportation �1affordability �1and�1a�1cleaner�1and�1safer�1transportation �1future �1for �1all�1of�1Hawai‘i’s �1
people.�1�1Please�1do�1not�1hesitate�1to�1contact�1us�1with �1any�1questions�1or�1for �1further �1information. �1
�1

Isaac�1H.�1Moriwake, �1Esq.�1
Managing �1Attorney �1
Earthjustice,�1Mid �,Pacific�1Office�1
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Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization  
707 Richards Street, Suite 200 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  

Telephone: (808) 587 -2015 | Fax: (808) 587-2018  
www. oahumpo .org  

 
Testimony of the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization  

 
Senate Committee on Transportation  

 
March 24, 2026 at 3:02PM 

Conference Room 229 
 

HB2030 HD2 
Relating to Transportation Affordability  

 
 
Dear Chair  Inouye,  Vice Chair Elefante  and Committee Members,  
 
The Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization  (OahuMPO) supports  HB2030 HD2, which  
requires the Department of Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program to 
provide rebates for the purchase or lease of new and used zero -emission vehicles and 
plug -in hybrid electric vehicles. It would also establish the clean vehicle special fund and 
beginning in January 2027, would e stablish a transportation affordability and energy 
security tax.  
 
This bill  aligns with our goal s of  providing an equitable and affordable transportation 
system while  also  striving for a more sustainable future . For low - to moderate -income 
households, the upfront investment for a new vehicle remains a significant barrier . Thus, 
establishing a self -funded clean vehicle rebate program could make it easier for families 
to choose  a more affordable and sustainable  option . 
 
Studies have shown that a rebate program can especially help reduce the cost of living 
for lower -income households, who bear the brunt of economic and environmental 
burdens. On Oahu, households spend nearly 50% of their income on housing and 
transportation costs . Transportation costs alone can reach thousands of dollars each year 
when fuel, maintenance, and other expenses are factored in. Furthermore, a recent study 
by the Ulupono Intiative  revealed that households with the highest reliance on gasoline 
spend an average of $13,700 on their gasoline bills each year, accounting for 14 percent 
of their incomes. Of those who consume and spend the most on gasoline  are rural and 
lower -income households, who are disproportionately represented according to the 
study . Thus, switching to electric vehicles could save these households $5,300 annually,  
relieving financial burdens.  This further pr omot es affordability and equity by expanding 
access to clean vehicles and unlocking opportunities to save on gas bills and reduce 
harmful pollution from transportation.   
 

https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://ulupono.com/project-list/superusers/


https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.300
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vehicles. This ensures that working families, not just the wealthy, can enjoy the financial 
and health benefits of EVs. 

  

Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and 
support HB2030 HD2. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



http://hawaiiev.org/
https://atlaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Total-Cost-of-Ownership-Analysis.pdf
https://kauaiforward.com/electric-vehicle-adoption-among-hawai%CA%BBis-biggest-gasoline-users-could-save-them-millions-and-reduce-emissions-at-the-same-time/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/noelmorin/








HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 3:53:59 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Perrine Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Rebates are an effective way to encourage adoption of evs, which is sadly lagging in Hawaii. I 
believe the rebates proposed in HB2030 are a necessity to enable Hawaii to meet its carbon-
neutral goals. Therefore I strongly support HB2030. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 5:21:03 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Loriann Gordon Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Off course we want energy independence and sustainability!  Of course we don't want to burn 
low quality fuel that has to be brought in by ship over the longest port to port sail in the 
world!  Of course we want to put the sun to work for us!  We have plenty of it!  Of course we 
want to bring the cost of living down in Hawaii where otherwise we spend more for energy than 
any state in the union.  For these reasons I support HB2030. 

Thank you, 

Loriann Gordon 

  

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 5:52:04 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ball Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this legislation and its efforts to support sustainability in Hawaii.  
  

With aloha, 

David Ball 

Waialae-Kahala 

 





HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 7:59:17 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Graham Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly support HB2030 HD2, as it will accelerate the State's transition to clean vehicles, 
which will reduce our reliance on price-volatile imported fossil fuels, reduce climate pollution, 
and ultimately help residents reduce their transportation expenses. Reducing barriers for drivers 
from low- and moderate-income households to switch to clean vehicles, as the bill would do, is 
especially important. 

Thank you, 

Thomas Graham, Honolulu 

 











HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 10:11:43 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Comment regarding rebates/tax credits... 

IRAN WAR IS COSTING TAXPAYERS 1BILLION $ A DAY.  

LEGILATURES MUST BE FISCAL RESPONSIBLE THIS SESSION REGARDING 
MEASURES SEEKING TAX CREDITS, REBATES, FUNDING... 

2030 HB RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 10:13:23 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruta Jordans Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As is being shown to us by closure of the Strait of Hormuz, availability of oil is not guaranteed, 
whereas the sun continues to shine and the wind to blow.  Especially important for islands  in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean. This bill will enable more people to afford non-gasoline vehicles. 
Please support HB2030. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 10:36:43 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bobbie Best Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

the more EVs on the road, the less greenhouse gas emissions, so the environment wins 

Mahalo, 

Bobbie Best, Wailuku 

 







HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 11:40:50 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Priscilla Stuckey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I strongly support HB2030, to establish a rebate program for purchase or lease of clean-energy 
vehicles. 

More than half of Hawai'i's carbon dioxide emissions come from transportation. The state spends 
billions importing gas and diesel. Electric vehicles are a no-brainer for lowering the state's 
emissions and doing our part to fight climate change. 

In line with the Navahine settlement, the state DOT is required to reduce emissions to ZERO by 
2045. One important step is increasing incentives for electric vehicles. A clean vehicle rebate 
makes doing the right thing easier and more affordable for the people of Hawai'i. Widespread use 
of electric vehicles will help the state reach its legally mandated zero emissions goal. 

Please support this bill and establish a clean vehicle rebate program. 

Mahalo, 

Priscilla Stuckey, Kihei 

  

  

  

 





Debbie Millikan  

Honolulu, HI  

 









HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 3:10:33 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Latkiewicz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support HB2-30.  Renewable energy is critical to the planet's survival.  This bill is a piece 
of the solution. 

 





HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 6:23:33 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

albert fung Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

EV's are the future.   As gas prices skyrockets, we need to promote EV's with rebates and cover 
the island with Solar PV panels. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 6:44:46 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gerald Klappert Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of HB2030. I feel it's important we transition away from fossil fuels and 
have clean energy options. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/21/2026 8:49:38 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roy Skaggs Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I am in strong support of any rebates that can help local families afford electric vehicles, which 
not only help our environment but can be a real benefit to our pocketbooks! I have solar on my 
home and an EV and it's the best thing. I also bought my wife a used EV. Hawaii is the most 
perfect place on earth for EV's. Let's make them more affordable.  

Mahalo! 
Roy Skaggs 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 7:47:30 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Murray Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Senate Committee on 
Transportation: 

I am writing to express my strong support for this bill because it will expand access to clean-
energy vehicles and help meet our climate and energy goals. 

The bill's focus on equity is especially important. Electric vehicles can significantly reduce 
transporation costs, but the upfront purchase price remains a barrier for many families, especially 
in Hawaii where the cost of living is already high. Providing rebates for new and used vehicles is 
important in that respect. The bill also sets an eligibility income cap for rebate eligibility and 
offers and additional rebate for low and moderate-income households, helping to ensure that they 
are not left behind. 

The bill's funding strucuture is responsible and fair. Taxing the sale of gasoline and diesel-
powered vehicles will further encourage cleaner choices while generating dedicated funding for 
clean-energy vehicle rebates. 

HB2030 is a practical, balanced, and inclusive policy solution. I urge your committee to pass it. 

Mahalo! 

David Murray, Kaneohe 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 8:58:51 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith White Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

EV affordability and charger accessibility will help us meet our clean energy goals. I've had an 
EV for 7 years and will never go back to gas powered. Please pass this measure! 

Judith White, Kapaa 

  

 





HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 12:23:25 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ocean Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committee Members, 

My name is Ocean McKinney and I live in Kona on Big Island. As an electric vehicle owner, I 
have seen firsthand how clean energy transforms the driving experience and reduces our carbon 
footprint. However, I believe these benefits should not be reserved only for those of us in higher 
income brackets. 

This bill will enable the equitable adoption of clean, efficient vehicles in Hawaii. HB2030 HD2 
will provide a self-financing clean-vehicle rebate program that returns up to $5,000 to buyers of 
zero-emission vehicles. This program will provide low- to moderate-income households with the 
opportunity to purchase or lease new or used electric vehicles. 

Please pass this measure. 

Ocean McKinney 

Kailua-Kona 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 1:26:23 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

laurel brier Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We must continue to make long term preparations for fossil fuel storages and more importantly, 
climate crisis and the necessity of weaning ourselves from fossil fuel.  Electric vehicles are the 
future. 
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HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 4:50:19 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heather McMillen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee, 

I write in strong support of this measure, which requires the Department of Transportation to 
establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or lease of new and 
used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. Establishes the clean vehicle 
special fund.  

I plan for my next vehicle purchase to be a hybrid or EV vehicle and this would help me and 
others make that leap away from fossil fuels and toward clean energy.  As our state has pledged 
to decarbonize its transportation system by 2045, this measure is aligned with state goals. 

Thank you for supporting this measure. 

Aloha, 

Heather McMillen 
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HB-2030-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/22/2026 6:13:08 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/24/2026 3:02:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Members, 

I am writing to ask that you support HB2030 HD2 which creates a Clean Energy Rebate 
Program. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI 

 





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of.  Thank you. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Casem  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 costly. INSTEAD you should pass a bill to help our people who are born & raised here. We 
need help here not helping outside state to live here for free. I totally oppose this bill!!! 
  

 







 
 



 
Je f f  M iku l i na  
jmikulina@gmail.com  

Honolulu, Hawai Ôi 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Abellanida  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly opposed to this tax! This would be devastating to an already over burdened tax 
load on the people of Hawaii! Electric vehicles are destroying the environment. This bill hits a 
huge nerve! Vote no!  

  

  

 

m.ahching
Late



t.kotani
Late


	HB-2030-HD-2_Department of Taxation
	HB-2030-HD-2_Hawaii State Energy Office

