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State Capitol, 308 
 

HB2030, HD2 
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY 

 
House Committee on Finance 

 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports House Bill 2030 H.D. 2 which 
proposes to establish a self-funded clean vehicle rebate program to make electric 
vehicles more affordable for local households.    
 
The DOT's Energy Security and Waste Reduction Plan identifies increased adoption of 
electric and zero-emission vehicles as the primary strategy to reduce emissions in 
ground transportation statewide.   
 
The Plan calls for actions to “increase the use of electric vehicles (EVs) statewide by 
expanding public charging infrastructure…” and “providing financial incentives for EV 
adoption” (Plan p. 3).  The proposed Clean Vehicle Rebate Program is an example of 
providing financial incentives for EV adoption, that also prioritizes affordability of EV 
adoption for low- and moderate-income households.   
 
The DOT’s Energy Security Plan has three pillars that act as check and balances to 
develop and prioritize the Plan’s strategies: 1) affordability, 2) local energy security, and 
3) emissions reduction.  The Energy Security Plan emphasizes the importance of 
affordability and access, noting that transportation costs place a significant burden on 
Hawaiʻi residents and that some emissions reduction strategies “may provide near-term 
options to reduce costs for residents” while supporting long-term decarbonization goals 
(Plan p. 1).    
 
The DOT shares the sentiments expressed by members of the legislature that the 
transition to clean transportation must be inclusive and equitable.  We commend the 
legislature for taking proactive steps toward energy security in transportation, lowering 
household costs especially for disadvantaged and rural communities, and 
environmental sustainability.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support.  
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TESTIMONY OF 

GARY S. SUGANUMA, DIRECTOR OF TAXATION 
 

 
TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. No. 2030, H.D.2, Relating to Transportation Affordability 
 
BEFORE THE: 
House Committee on Finance 
 
 
DATE:  Thursday, March 5, 2026 
TIME:   2:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:   State Capitol, Room 308 
 

 
Chair Todd, Vice-Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 
H.B. 2030, H.D.2 for your consideration.   

 
Section 2 of H.B. 2030, H.D.2, creates a new section 196-A, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS), which establishes a clean vehicle rebate program to be administered by 
the Department of Transportation (HDOT). Subsection (h), on page 11, provides that 
any rebate received shall not be considered income for purposes of state or county 
taxes. 

 
Section 2 of the bill, on page 13, creates a new section 196-B, HRS, which 

establishes a clean vehicle special fund that will be partially funded with revenue from 
the transportation affordability and energy security tax established under section 3 of 
the bill.  

 
Section 3 of the bill, on page 14, creates a new section in chapter 237, HRS, 

establishing a transportation affordability and energy security tax that shall apply in 
addition to the 4 percent general excise tax (GET) levied on the sale of tangible 
personal property, upon the gross proceeds of the sale of light-duty motor vehicles 
powered solely by gasoline, diesel, or gasoline or diesel blends, with or without a 
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battery. The transportation affordability and energy security tax will be levied at three 
different rates, which are currently unspecified, based on the unspecified miles per 
gallon of the vehicle based on federal Environmental Protection Agency ratings. The tax 
will not apply to vehicles with a final sales price less than an unspecified amount. 

 
Revenue from the transportation affordability and energy security tax is to be 

deposited into the new clean vehicle special fund. 
 
The bill has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000. 
 
DOTAX notes that the provision requiring an allocation of revenues from the 

transportation affordability and energy security tax into the clean vehicle special fund 
would require a fundamental change in the way that DOTAX accounts for and reports 
on GET revenues. This bill would create administrative difficulties, as DOTAX will need 
to reconcile the amounts reported from the additional tax with actual amounts collected. 
Discrepancies will arise because the amount of tax collected often does not match the 
amount of tax reported for various reasons, including errors in payment or reporting or 
intentional underpayment.  

 
Additionally, many taxpayers report multiple categories of business activities on a 

single GET return, which complicates the accurate determination of amounts to be 
allocated. DOTAX therefore requests that the allocation of revenue to the special fund 
be replaced with an appropriation of a set dollar amount. 
 

DOTAX further requests that the effective date be amended to January 1, 2027, 
to allow sufficient time to make the necessary form, instruction, and system changes. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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Testimony of 

MARK B. GLICK, Chief Energy Officer 

 
before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

Thursday, March 05, 2026 
2:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 and Videoconference 
 
 

In Support of 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2030, HD2 

 

RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY. 
 

Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, the Hawai‘i 

State Energy Office (HSEO) supports House Bill No. 2030, HD2, which requires the 

Department of Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide 

rebates for the purchase or lease of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in 

hybrid electric vehicles, establishes the clean vehicle special fund and establishes a 

transportation affordability and energy security tax. 

There is no dispute that meeting Hawai‘i’s decarbonization goals will require 

significant emissions reductions from ground transportation with Zero Emission Vehicles 

(ZEVs) as a key strategy as reported in HSEO’s Hawai‘i Pathways to Decarbonization 

report1 submitted to the Legislature in December 2023 pursuant to Act 238 (2022). To 

achieve those ends significant penetration in all segments of the ZEV ground 

transportation market will need to be achieved. All three mitigation scenarios in the 

Hawai‘i Pathways to Decarbonization report assume Hawai‘i will achieve 100% ZEV 

light-duty vehicle sales by 2035, with 21% of registered light-duty passenger vehicles 

needing to be ZEVs by 2030.  

 
1 https://energy.hawaii.gov/what-we-do/clean-energy-vision/decarbonization-strategy/  

https://energy.hawaii.gov/what-we-do/clean-energy-vision/decarbonization-strategy/
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HSEO is currently working on a data-driven statewide electric vehicle (EV) 

charging infrastructure roadmap to guide efficient investments and address market 

gaps. Access to market data helps to refine assumptions, improve data resolution, 

incorporate evolving vehicle adoption trends, and measure effectiveness of EV adoption 

policies and programs by evaluating adoption of ZEVs by region, housing type, and 

demographic information. HSEO appreciates provisions in the bill to provide the chief 

energy officer relevant data from the proposed program to fulfill the duties under 

sections 225P-8 and 196-71. 

While achieving these goals requires policies that remove barriers to ZEV 

adoption, including a market-based clean vehicle rebate program targeted at lower-

income households, HSEO emphasizes that any such program should be cost-neutral 

to the State Budget and defers to the Department of Budget and Finance as to the best 

way to impose a tax and rebate in such a manner at this time.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



 
Chair Todd 
Vice Chair Takenouchi 
House Committee on Finance 
 
Thursday, March 5, 2026 
2:00 PM  

 

Aloha Members of the House Committee on Finance,  

The Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission was first created through Act 106 in 2018, “to advise the 

governor and legislature on the effects of legislative policies, needs, assessments, priorities, 

programs, and budgets concerning the youth of the State.” The Hawaiʻi State Youth 

Commission’s Environment legislative committee is in strong support of HB2030 HD2.  

Hawai‘i, already vulnerable to natural disasters, has witnessed the detrimental effects of climate 
change firsthand. With the additional burden of high living costs and increasing bus fares, the 
residents of Hawai‘i are heavily burdened by the climate crisis in their everyday lives. Amidst 
rising maintenance costs, Honolulu County was propelled to pass Bill 54, increasing the one-way 
transportation fee by 25 cents; annual and monthly rates will increase accordingly.1 Evidently, the 
pertinence of climate mitigation and affordability is intertwined in the State’s public 
transportation system. As mentioned in HB2030 HD2, a transition to cleaner energy is necessary, 
and economic access to cleaner transportation alternatives ameliorates the issue. The clean 
vehicle special fund and clean vehicle rebate initiatives would create a sustainable economic 
cycle for Hawai‘i’s residents, especially those who are low-income. To achieve the State’s 
zero-emissions goal by 2045, active measures must be taken to promote reduced fossil fuel 

finance6
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utilization and increased public transportation usage; passing HB2030 HD2 is a necessary step to 
achieve this goal.  

The Hawai‘i State Youth Commission recognizes the significance of public transportation and 
affordable fares in creating a cleaner environment for the next generation of thinkers, innovators, 
and leaders. Moreover, extending fare-free access to the broader community paves the way for a 
future where our community is less vulnerable to economic and climatic struggles. Therefore, the 
Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission strongly urges the committee to PASS HB2030 HD2.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,  

The Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission  

hawaiistateyc@gmail.com 
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Testimony of Christina Kaser 
Energy Coordinator, Office of Economic Development  

County of Kaua‘i 
 

Before the 
House Committee on Finance 

 March 5, 2026; 2:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 308 & Via Videoconference 

 
In consideration of 

House Bill 2030 HD2 
Relating to Transportation Affordability 

 

Honorable Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee: 

The County of Kaua‘i is in support of House Bill 2030 HD2, which requires the Department of 
Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or lease 
of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles; Establishes the clean vehicle 
special fund; Establishes a transportation affordability and energy security tax. 

The County is committed to working towards Hawai‘i’s state-wide goal of 100% carbon neutrality by 
2045, noting the significance of contributions from transportation. Citing the most recently completed 
County greenhouse gas inventory from 2017, emissions from the transportation sector accounted for 
over 65% of Kaua‘i’s greenhouse gas emissions, with roughly 35% of transportation emissions from 
ground transportation. Tackling ground transportation emissions will require state-wide intervention, 
including investment in creating spaces for multi-modal mobility options to thrive, as well as 
transitioning to electrified transportation.  

Upfront costs and access are a barrier to transitioning to EVs, and we recognize that since our island first 
saw EVs on our roads in 2012, not everyone has been in a position where they can purchase a new, or 
even used, electric car.  

In 2022, we witnessed California commit to banning gas-powered vehicle sales by 2035, prompting 
many car manufacturers to follow in similar commitments considering California has the largest car 
market in the US and drives the national auto industry. In the last few years, we have also seen upfront 
EV prices fall and become more comparable to conventional gas-powered vehicles. With Kaua‘i County 
Council’s passing of EV-ready and EVSE-installed requirements for new construction and retrofits in 
2022, and the County’s commitment to expanding EV charging infrastructure in public spaces, we expect 
to see more EV adoption on Kaua‘i across all income brackets.  

The County suggests that there is great value in developing localized programs to incentivize electric 
vehicle adoption, especially as support for EVs has lapsed at the federal level. We anticipate the 



 

proposed state-wide funding would provide ease of participation and increased EV uptick among those 
individuals who have had barriers to early adoption.  

EVs are often cheaper to power and yield significant savings in maintenance compared to conventional 
fuel-powered vehicles. The County supports these efforts to provide more opportunities for our 
community to enjoy the benefits of EVs and overall contribute to increased electrification. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 2030 HD2. 
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TESTIMONY OF KEALOHA FOX, PH.D. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CLIMATE CHANGE, SUSTAINABILITY AND 

RESILIENCY AND CHIEF RESILIENCE OFFICER 
 

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE  
Thursday, March 5, 2026, 2:00 PM 

Conference RM 308 and Via Videoconference 
 

TO:  Rep. Chris Todd, Chair, Rep. Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair, and Members of the 
Committee on Finance  

 
RE:  SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2030, HD1, RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION 

AFFORDABILITY WITH COMMENTS 
 

The City and County of Honolulu’s (“City”) Office of Climate Change, 
Sustainability, and Resiliency (“Resilience Office”) supports House Bill 2030, HD2, 
which establishes a clean vehicle rebate program funded through a transportation 
affordability and energy security tax.  

 
Transportation costs and gasoline expenditures place a disproportionate burden 

on rural and lower-income households, while also contributing substantially to climate 
pollution.  Ground transportation emissions account for nearly a fifth of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions on Oʻahu.  The City’s Climate Action Plan identifies transportation 
decarbonization, including accelerated adoption of zero-emission vehicles, as essential 
to meeting our community-wide GHG reduction targets.  This measure provides a 
practical, market-based and revenue neutral tool to reduce both emissions and the cost 
of living by lowering the upfront cost barrier to cleaner vehicles. 

 
As clean transportation programs are implemented, it will remain important to 

ensure affordability and equitable outcomes for our communities.  We appreciate the 
amendments incorporated into the current version of the bill intended to protect 
affordability for low- and moderate-income (LMI) households, including expanded 
access to rebates and an exemption from the transportation affordability tax for vehicle 
sales under a certain price limit.  These provisions align with the City’s commitment to 
ensuring that the benefits of the clean energy transition are shared broadly, while 
helping safeguard affordability for households already facing high transportation cost 
burdens. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of HB2030, HD2. 
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Testimony of 
LEAH LARAMEE 

Climate Change Coordinator on behalf of  
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission  

Co-Chair Ryan K. P. Kanakaʻole  
 

Before the House Committee on  
FINANCE 

  
Thursday, March 5, 2026  

2:00 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

  
In consideration of  

HOUSE BILL 2030, HOUSE DRAFT 2 
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY 

 
House Bill 2030, House Draft 2 proposes to require the Department of Transportation to establish 
a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or lease of new and used zero-
emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (EVs). The bill proposes to establish the 
clean vehicle special fund and a transportation affordability and energy security tax. The Hawaiʻi 
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission (Commission) supports this 
measure.     

The Commission consists of a multi-jurisdictional effort between 20 departments, committees, 
and counties with the purpose of promoting ambitious, climate-neutral, culturally responsive 
strategies for climate change adaptation and mitigation.  

Upfront costs of EVs can be a barrier for many consumers, even with existing incentives. Programs 
like tax credits, rebates, and feebate policies for low- and middle-income (LMI) households are 
crucial to accelerate adoption and equitable deployment of EVs which have a lower lifetime cost 
than internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles. The federal subsidy for EVs has ended but EVs are 
getting cheaper and lifetime savings are making EVs winners in affordability. State-funded rebate 
programs are recommended by the State’s climate plans including the Climate Action Pathways 
(2025), Energy Security and Waste Reduction Plan (2025) and the Hawai’i Pathways to 
Decarbonization (2023). EVs are a necessary tool to support transition to cleaner transportation.  



  

2 

ICE vehicles cost an average of $10,0001 annually to operate but that cost can be offset by 
purchasing an EV. Maintenance is also cheaper, saving an average of $4,000 over the lifetime of a 
vehicle.2 This bill provides pathways for LMI households to take advantage of long-term 
affordability of EVs.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on this measure.  

 

 
 
1 https://ulupono.com/media/rddfxc20/the-cost-of-the-vehicle-economy-in-hawaii_2025-7-14-
final.pdf 
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/08/upshot/ev-versus-gas-car-comparison-cost.html 
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Testimony of the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

Committee on Finance 

 

March 5, 2026 at 2:00PM 

Conference Room 308 

 

HB2030 HD2 

Relating to Transportation Affordability 

 

 

Dear Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Committee Members,  

 

The Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO) supports HB2030 HD2, which 

requires the Department of Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program for 

the purchase or lease of new and used zero-emission and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 

It would also establish the clean vehicle special fund and a transportation affordability 

and energy security tax. As amended, the measure clarifies that the rebate shall be 

applied to the final sales price rather than the manufacturer's suggested retail price and 

changes the number of miles per gallon and the final sales price for exempt vehicles to 

unspecified numbers. 

 

This bill aligns with our goals of providing an equitable and affordable transportation 

system while also striving for a more sustainable future. For low- to moderate-income 

households, the upfront investment for a new vehicle remains a significant barrier. Thus, 

establishing a self-funded clean vehicle rebate program could make it easier for families 

to choose a more affordable and sustainable option. 

 

Studies have shown that a rebate program can especially help reduce the cost of living 

for lower-income households, who bear the brunt of economic and environmental 

burdens. On Oahu, households spend nearly 50% of their income on housing and 

transportation costs. Transportation costs alone can reach thousands of dollars each year 

when fuel, maintenance, and other expenses are factored in. Furthermore, a recent study 

by the Ulupono Intiative revealed that households with the highest reliance on gasoline 

spend an average of $13,700 on their gasoline bills each year, accounting for 14 percent 

of their incomes. Of those who consume and spend the most on gasoline are rural and 

lower-income households, who are disproportionately represented according to the 

study. Thus, switching to electric vehicles could save these households $5,300 annually, 

relieving financial burdens. This further promotes affordability and equity by expanding 

access to clean vehicles and unlocking opportunities to save on gas bills and reduce 

harmful pollution from transportation.   

https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://ulupono.com/project-list/superusers/
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Furthermore, this bill directly supports the Department of Transportation’s Energy 

Security and Waste Reduction Plan, developed as part of the Navahine settlement to 

ensure Hawaii meets its climate commitments. According to the plan, 81% of new car 

sales must be electric by 2030 to stay on track. The plan also recommends a rebate 

program as part of its approach to support clean vehicle choices, pollution reductions, 

and transportation savings.  

 

The OahuMPO is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) on 

the island of Oahu responsible for carrying out a multimodal transportation planning 

process, including the development of a long-range (25-year horizon) metropolitan 

transportation plan, referred to as the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP), which 

encourages and promotes a safe and efficient transportation system to serve the mobility 

needs of people and freight (including walkways, bicycles, and transit), fosters economic 

growth and development, and takes into consideration resiliency needs, while minimizing 

fuel consumption and air pollution (23 CFR 450.300). 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.   

 

https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.300


 
 

March 4, 2026 
 
Re:​ FIN hearing of HB2030 HD2 on March 5, 2026 
Position:​ Support 

Aloha e Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the House Committee 
on Finance: 

Carbon Cashback Hawaiʻi advocates for legislation that reduces carbon emissions and 
strengthens Hawaiʻi’s energy independence while protecting vulnerable kamaʻaiana 
families.  

Carbon Cashback Hawaiʻi is in strong support of HB2030 HD2, which establishes a 
revenue-neutral rebate program for the purchase of new and used zero-emission 
vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 

Transportation is one of Hawaiʻi’s largest sources of greenhouse gas emissions and 
a major contributor to high household energy costs. This bill directly addresses 
both challenges by helping residents transition to cleaner, more efficient vehicles 
that reduce fuel expenses and the reliance on imported fossil fuels. 

The bill’s focus on equity is especially important. Electric vehicles can significantly 
reduce transportation costs, but the upfront purchase price remains a barrier for 
many families. This bill sets an eligibility income cap and offers an additional rebate 
for low- and moderate-income households. 

Expanding the adoption of zero emission and plug-in hybrid vehicles will deliver 
the benefits of improved air quality, reduced noise pollution, and progress toward 
Hawaiʻi’s climate and clean energy goals. It also will support local economic 
resilience by keeping more energy dollars in Hawaiʻi and reducing our vulnerability 
to volatile global fossil fuel prices. 

We urge you to pass this bill out of your committee. 

carboncashbackhawaii.org 
carboncashbackhawaii@gmail.com 

http://carboncashbackhawaii.org
http://carboncashbackhawaii.org
mailto:hawaiicarboncashback@gmail.com
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 POSITION: SUPPORT 

Imua Alliance supports HB 2030 HD2, relating to transportation 
affordability, which requires the Department of Transportation to establish 
a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or 
lease of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles; establishes the clean vehicle special fund; and beginning 1/1/2027, 
establishes a transportation affordability and energy security tax.  
 
Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Hawaiʻi, 
accounting for nearly 50% of statewide emissions, with light-duty vehicles 
representing most of that share. Electric vehicles offer a proven pathway to 
reduce these emissions. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, EVs 
produce significantly lower lifetime emissions than comparable gasoline 
vehicles when charged on cleaner grids, a benefit that grows as electricity 
systems decarbonize and aligns with our state’s carbon reduction, climate 
mitigation, and clean economy goals.  
 
Hawaiʻi’s grid is rapidly becoming cleaner, with renewable sources like 
wind, solar, and geothermal exceeding 40% of generation and planned 
increases under the state’s 100% renewable portfolio goals. This means 
each EV on Hawaiʻi roads displaces more carbon emissions per mile 
traveled than in many other states. To meet statutory greenhouse gas 
reduction targets, accelerating EV adoption is essential. 
 
Historically, federal tax credits–up to $7,500 under the Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA)–have been a critical incentive for EV purchases. Recent federal 
budget legislation (commonly referenced as H.R. 1, enacted in late 2025) 
substantially reduced the availability and value of EV tax credits effective 
January 1, 2026. H.R. 1 eliminated the new clean vehicle tax credit and 
capped or removed incentives for used EVs, which were previously 
essential for low- and moderate-income families to access EVs. 
 



 
 

 

Regressive federal actions have heightened the need to enact state policies 
to safeguard these programs at the local level. According to a white paper 
published by Harvard University’s Salata Institute for Climate and 
Sustainability in March of 2025, federal efforts to cut electric vehicle tax 
credits will likely reduce zero-emissions vehicle adoption rates by at least 
6%, while increasing carbon emissions by 20.3 million metric tons over 
baseline projections for 2030. 
 
These federal changes are expected to slow EV adoption nationwide and 
reduce the affordability of cleaner vehicles in markets already challenged 
by high purchase prices. In Hawaiʻi, where financial insecurity is high and 
vehicle costs are elevated due in part to import costs, the federal rollback 
magnifies equity challenges and slows progress toward climate goals. This 
proposal would create a state EV purchase rebate that fills the gap left by 
federal changes and restores financial incentives for Hawaiʻi residents to 
adopt clean transportation alternatives.  
 
State rebates have been shown to significantly influence consumer 
decisions. A 2023 analysis by the International Council on Clean 
Transportation found that combining federal and state incentives 
can increase EV market share by 2–8 percentage points within five years, 
particularly among moderate-income buyers. Further, states such as New 
Jersey, Colorado, and California that implemented robust state EV 
incentives saw accelerated EV adoption rates compared to states without 
such incentives, with low-income rebate tiers helping to broaden access. 
 
In Hawaiʻi specifically, EV market share has grown steadily but lags national 
leaders. According to Hawaiʻi Energy data from 2025, EVs account for 
a small, but increasing percentage of registered passenger vehicles, driven 
largely by early adopters and public fleets. A state rebate would broaden 
adoption into communities that are currently excluded from the EV market 
because of economic precarity, thereby building a sorely needed foundation 
of equity into our electrification transition.  
 
 
With aloha, 

Kris Coffield  
President, Imua Alliance  

 

































A self-sustaining market-based model to achieve clean transportation 
goals 
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$2,000 | Additional rebate for low-income 
households



Built-in safeguards protect everyday families and ensure equity





Ready Toolkit for decision-makers

LINK: https://ucdavis.box.com/s/d8tg9gxjwt23i4wf2ki5ywy54fwks5ma

https://ucdavis.box.com/s/d8tg9gxjwt23i4wf2ki5ywy54fwks5ma


	

	

	
	
Email:	communications@ulupono.com	
	

HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	FINANCE	
Thursday,	March	5,	2026	—	2:00	p.m.	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	supports	HB	2030	HD2,	Relating	to	Transportation	Affordability.	
	
Dear	Chair	Todd	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Micah	Munekata,	and	I	am	the	Vice	President	of	Government	Affairs	at	Ulupono	Initiative.		
We	are	a	Hawai‘i-focused	impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	throughout	
the	islands	by	helping	our	communities	become	more	resilient	and	self-sufficient	through	locally	
produced	food,	renewable	energy	and	clean	transportation	choices,	and	better	management	of	
freshwater	resources.	
	
Ulupono	supports	HB	2030	HD2,	which	requires	the	Department	of	Transportation	to	establish	a	
clean	vehicle	rebate	program	to	provide	rebates	for	the	purchase	or	lease	of	new	and	used	zero-
emission	vehicles	and	plug-in	hybrid	electric	vehicles;	establishes	the	clean	vehicle	special	fund;	and	
establishes	a	transportation	affordability	and	energy	security	tax.	
	
Ulupono	supports	helping	our	community	transition	to	cleaner	transportation	choices,	as	ground	
transportation	makes	up	a	significant	portion	of	Hawai‘i’s	reliance	on	imported	oil	and	is	the	largest	
contributor	to	our	state’s	greenhouse	gas	emissions.		The	Hawai‘i	Department	of	Transportation’s	own	
Energy	Security	and	Waste	Reduction	Plan	indicates	that	81%	of	new	vehicles	sales	must	be	electric	by	
2030	to	meet	our	climate	goals.		A	great	way	to	help	our	community	members	save	money	and	reduce	
emissions	is	to	better	enable	the	choice	of	electric	vehicles	(EVs)	when	they	need	to	drive.		This	bill	
employs	a	revenue-neutral	approach	to	lower	the	upfront	costs	of	new	and	used	non-luxury	EVs,	
ensuring	those	who	can	most	benefit	from	EVs	are	able	to	do	so.			
	
In	addition,	EV	rebates	at	points	of	sale,	like	described	in	this	bill,	have	proven	to	be	effective	at	
accelerating	the	adoption	of	zero-emission	vehicles,	especially	for	low-	to	moderate-income	families.		
With	recent	reductions	in	federal	EV	tax	credits,	state-level	incentives	are	now	more	critical	than	ever	to	
reduce	our	fossil	fuel	dependence	and	provide	affordable	transportation	options	that	ease	the	cost	of	
living.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	energy	issues	become	increasingly	complex	and	challenging,	we	appreciate	this	committee’s	
efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	support	the	continued	adoption	of	clean	transportation	throughout	the	
islands.		
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Micah	Munekata	
Vice	President	of	Government	Affairs	
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Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and 

support HB2030 HD2. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 2:42:50 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ball Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this legislation. 

David Ball 

Waialae-Kahala 

 





 





https://kauaiforward.com/electric-vehicle-adoption-among-hawai%CA%BBis-biggest-gasoline-users-could-save-them-millions-and-reduce-emissions-at-the-same-time/
https://kauaiforward.com/electric-vehicle-adoption-among-hawai%CA%BBis-biggest-gasoline-users-could-save-them-millions-and-reduce-emissions-at-the-same-time/
https://atlaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Total-Cost-of-Ownership-Analysis.pdf
https://atlaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Total-Cost-of-Ownership-Analysis.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/noelmorin/


 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 3:35:23 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Graham Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly support HB2030 HD2, as it will accelerate the State's transition to clean vehicles, 

which will reduce our reliance on price-volatile imported fossil fuels, reduce climate pollution, 

and ultimately help residents reduce their transportation expenses. Reducing barriers for drivers 

from low- and moderate-income households, as the bill would do, is especially important. 

Thank you, 

Thomas Graham, Honolulu 
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HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 3:48:51 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nikos Leverenz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and FIN Committee: 

I write in support of HB 2030, HD 2, so that Hawaii can expand access to electric vehicles and 

help meet its climate and energy goals.  

This bill will help expand access to electric vehicles by providing an additional rebate for low- 

and moderate-income households. The rebate also has a revenue stream that is directly related to 

moving away from the consumption of fossil fuels toward battery power. 

As a driver of an electric vehicle, I can personally attest to its superiority in terms of the driving 

experience and relatively low maintenance costs. I would also like to add that the state should 

increase the number of EV quick charge powering stations to better serve those who do not have 

access to residential charging capacity. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

 





HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 3:52:28 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

TOM DIGRAZIA Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly support! 
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Submitted on: 3/3/2026 4:06:55 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Buck Joiner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 2030 HD2 to expand access to clean vehicles. I own an electric trike and have an 

electric car on order. 

Buck Joiner 

Kihei, Maui 

 









HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 5:53:58 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In support of.  Thank you. 
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Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Priscilla Stuckey Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I strongly support HB2030, to establish a rebate program for purchase or lease of clean-energy 

vehicles. 

More than half of Hawai'i's carbon dioxide emissions come from transportation. The state spends 

billions importing gas and diesel. Electric vehicles are a no-brainer for lowering the state's 

emissions and doing our part to fight climate change. 

In line with the Navahine settlement, the state DOT is required to reduce emissions to ZERO by 

2045. One important step is increasing incentives for electric vehicles. A clean vehicle rebate 

makes doing the right thing easier and more affordable for the people of Hawai'i. Widespread use 

of electric vehicles will help the state reach its legally mandated zero emissions goal. 

Please support this bill and establish a clean vehicle rebate program. 

Mahalo, 

Priscilla Stuckey, Kihei 

  

  

  

 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 6:11:56 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We need more EV's; this bill can help support that. Please pass! 

Judith White, Kapaa 
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Submitted on: 3/3/2026 7:03:33 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bobbie Best Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

What a terrific help this bill is! Mahalo for supporting it 

Bill & Bobbie Best 

Wailuku Maui 
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Comments:  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2026 

  

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Rep. Chris Todd, Chair 

Rep. Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair 

  

Rep. Daisy Hartsfield 

Rep. Dee Morikawa 

Rep. Ikaika Hussey 

Rep. Amy A. Perruso 

Rep. Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy 

Rep. Shirley Ann Templo 

Rep. Lisa Kitagawa 

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita 

Rep. Matthias Kusch 

Rep. David Alcos III 

Rep. Mike Lee 

Rep. Joe Gedeon 

Rep. Tyson K. Miyake 

Rep. Julie Reyes Oda 

  

  

NOTICE OF HEARING 

  

DATE: 

Thursday, March 5, 2026 

TIME: 

2:00 p.m. 

PLACE: 

VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 308 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 



 

Dear Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 

 

My Name is Alan Lennard, I live on the North Shore, I drive an EV and I work in renewables.  

I support HB2030 HD2. This legislation will help more Hawaii residents to afford clean, 

efficient vehicles. 

Please pass this measure. 

Thank you, 

Alan Lennard 

Green Power Projects LLC 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/3/2026 9:07:57 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruta Jordans Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill, to encourage more people in Hawaii  through a rebate to buy new or 

used electric vehicles. It will help us meet our climate and energy goals and allow people like me 

to afford a used EV. 

 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/4/2026 6:57:39 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Ferentinos Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We owe it to the children of Hawaii to do everything in our power to reduce and eventually 

eliminate the use of all fossil fuels. This bill helps families make the right choice in purchasing a 

vehicle. Without this support many families can not afford to make the switch.  

  

Please address climate change as the emergency it is, as if a war was threatenung the existance of 

our keiki. 

  

Mahalo, 

Lisa Ferentinos 

Waimanalo 

 







HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/4/2026 7:21:00 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorn Hoku Douglas Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

ALthough not exactly early adopters, potential EV owners still are needing an incentive to 

purchase an electric car. Supporting this bill will definately promete EV adoption and is a very 

good thing for our State and the planet as well. Please vote yes! 

Lorn DOuglas 

Lower Puna 

 

ps I walk my talk and am now my wife and I both have logged over 250,000 gas free miles 

running our two cars on a solar system 
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Submitted on: 3/4/2026 8:14:01 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Jang Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As an EV owner the potential to lower cost via a rebate is crucial consideration in adsotation to 

EV   

I urge the committee to support legislation for state rebates that encourage mor EV ownership in 

that state 

go green!!! 
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Submitted on: 3/4/2026 9:42:41 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steve Parsons Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the House Committee on Finance: 

We strongly support this bill because it will expand access to clean vehicles and help meet our 

climate and energy goals. AND, it helps a ton with affordable living and promoting CLEAN air. 

Fossil fuel Pollution is killing our reefs and speeding up Sea level rise. Please be bold and ACT 

on this Win-WIn bill!  

Steve Parsons, Hanapepe KCAC, Kauai EV Lead!   

 



HB-2030-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/4/2026 10:22:34 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harold Grey Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii should be a leader in clean-energy transportation. I want to strongly support any 

measures that encourage the further use and adoption of electric vehicles in Hawaii. I strongly 

support state-level subisides that encourage the purchase of electric vehicles. I have an EV in 

Hawaii. I will never buy another internal combustion vehicle. We need to reduce our reliance on 

fossil fuels, which must be imported and increase the risk of an environmental accident.  

Harold Grey 

1001 Queen St / Apt 2807 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
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Submitted on: 3/4/2026 1:24:08 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 3/5/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Espinosa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a citizen of the State of Hawaii, I personally believe its important for EV incentives to 

return.  We live in a place where we directly benefit from clean energy and utilizing that energy 

to power our vehicles makes 100% sense.  This is vital for our communities and sustainability of 

the land that citizens strive so hard to protect. Please provide those incentives so the people can 

make choices for a clean sustainable Hawaii.  
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ƚŸůĲŸŰĲШĤƨǃŔŰŊШċШũŸƽĲƖШĦŸƚƣШEéЮШÂĲƖĦĲŰƣċŊĲрĤċƚĲĬШƖĲĤċƣĲƚШċƖĲШċũƚŸШůŸƖĲШĦőċũũĲŰŊŔŰŊШ
ƣŸШŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣЯШċƚШĬĲċũĲƖƚШůċǃШŔŰŉũċƣĲШƣőĲШƚċũĲШƓƖŔĦĲШŸƖШƚĲũũШƨŰŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃШċĬĬрŸŰƚШƣŸШ
ŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШƣőĲШыƓĲƖĦĲŰƣċŊĲрĤċƚĲĬьШƖĲĤċƣĲШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬЮШШ

¶ [ŸĦƨƚШŸŰШ ŉŉŸƖĬċĤŔũŔƣǃаШc7ΞΜΟΜШc?ΞШŔŰĦŸůĲШũŔůŔƣƚШтШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШũŔůŔƣŔŰŊШŉĲĲƚШƣŸШŰĲƽШ
ŔŰƣĲƖŰċũШĦŸůĤƨƚƣŔŸŰрƓŸƽĲƖĲĬШƻĲőŔĦũĲƚШŸƻĲƖШҘΟΞЯΜΜΜШċŰĬШƖĲĤċƣĲШĲũŔŊŔĤŔũŔƣǃШƣŸШEéќƚШĤĲũŸƽШ
ҘΣΜЯΜΜΜΝШтШőĲũƓƚШůċťĲШŰĲƽШĦċƖШŸƽŰĲƖƚőŔƓШůŸƖĲШċŉŉŸƖĬċĤũĲШŉŸƖШcċƽċŔŔќƚШũŸƽрċŰĬШ
ůŸĬĲƖċƣĲрŔŰĦŸůĲШƻĲőŔĦũĲШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲƖƚЮΞШШШ

Ш
ΝШ ƚШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШcċƽċŔŔШ?ĲƓċƖƣůĲŰƣШŸŉШÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣċƣŔŸŰШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΝΜЯШΞΜΞΣШĦŸůůĲŰƣШũĲƣƣĲƖШƣŸШƣőĲШ
cŸƨƚĲШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲШŸŰШÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣċƣŔŸŰЮШ
ΞШ7ċƚĲĬШŸŰШƻĲőŔĦũĲƚШĤĲũŸƽШҘΟΞЯΜΜΜШŰŸƣШĤĲŔŰŊШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣШƣŸШƣőĲШŉĲĲЯШċŰĬШŸƽŰĲƖƚőŔƓШĦŸƚƣƚШŉŸƖШEéƚШċƖĲШũŸƽĲƖШƣőċŰШ
ƣőŸƚĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШŊċƚрƓŸƽĲƖĲĬШĦŸƨŰƣĲƖƓċƖƣƚЮШШ



ΞШ
Ш

Ш
fШĤĲũŔĲƻĲШc7ΞΜΟΜШc?ΞќƚШŔŰƣĲŰƣШůċǃШĤĲШƣŸШŸŉŉĲƖШċШƓŸŔŰƣрŸŉрƚċũĲШƖĲĤċƣĲШƚŸШƣőċƣШƣőĲШEéШĦŸƚƣШŔƚШ
ƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШƖĲĤċƣĲШċůŸƨŰƣШċƣШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƣőĲШƻĲőŔĦũĲШŔƚШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲĬШŸƖШũĲċƚĲĬЮШfŉШƣőŔƚШŔƚШƣőĲШ
ŔŰƣĲŰƣЯШǃŸƨШůċǃШƽċŰƣШƣŸШŔŰĦũƨĬĲШĦũċƖŔŉǃŔŰŊШũċŰŊƨċŊĲШŔŰШÉĲĦƣŔŸŰШΝΦΣр ыĦьыΞьЯШыΟьЯШċŰĬШыΠьШƣŸШ
ƚƓĲĦŔŉǃШƣőċƣШƓƖŸŊƖċůШƖĲĤċƣĲƚШċƖĲШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШċƣШƓŸŔŰƣрŸŉрƚċũĲЯШċũŸŰŊШƽŔƣőШċШĬĲŉŔŰŔƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШƓŸŔŰƣр
ŸŉрƚċũĲШыŸƖШƚŔůŔũċƖШƣĲƖůьШŔŰШÉĲĦƣŔŸŰШыťьыΝьЮШШ9ċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċќƚШ9ũĲċŰШéĲőŔĦũĲШÅĲĤċƣĲШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣШƖċŰШŉŸƖШ
ΝΡШǃĲċƖƚШċƚШċШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШљƽĲќũũШůċŔũШǃŸƨШƣőĲШĦőĲĦťњШƖĲĤċƣĲЮШìőŔũĲШƣőŔƚШƽċƚШĲċƚŔĲƖШƣŸШ
ŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣЯШƻĲőŔĦũĲШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲƖƚШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШƨƚĲШƣőĲШƖĲĤċƣĲШƣŸШƖĲĬƨĦĲШƣőĲŔƖШŸƨƣрŸŉрƓŸĦťĲƣШĦŸƚƣШ
ƣŸШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲШƣőĲШEéЮШfŰƚƣĲċĬЯШƣőĲǃШőċĬШƣŸШƽċŔƣШтШƚŸůĲƣŔůĲƚШŉŸƖШůŸŰƣőƚШтШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШƖĲĤċƣĲШ
ĦőĲĦťЮШfŰШΞΜΞΟЯШ9ċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċШƚƨŰƚĲƣШƣőŔƚШċƓƓƖŸċĦőШыċũŸŰŊШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШ9éÅÂьЯШċŰĬШŔƚШũċƨŰĦőŔŰŊШċШ
ƓŸŔŰƣрŸŉрƚċũĲШƓƖŸŊƖċůЯШĦċũũĲĬШÅĲĤċƣĲШ ŸƽЮΟШfќĬШĤĲШőċƓƓǃШƣŸШŉŸƚƣĲƖШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰƚШƽŔƣőШ9 Å7Ш
ÅĲĤċƣĲШ ŸƽШƚƣċŉŉШŔŉШǃŸƨќĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШƚőċƖĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƓĲƖƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲƚЮШШ
Ш
ƣШċШƣŔůĲШƽőĲŰШŸƨƖШŉĲĬĲƖċũШŊŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣШőċƚШĬƖŸƓƓĲĬШƣőĲШĤċũũШŸŰШƣőĲШŔƚƚƨĲƚШŸŉШ

ĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШƚƣĲƽċƖĬƚőŔƓЯШŔŰŉũċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШċŉŉŸƖĬċĤŔũŔƣǃЯШc7ΞΜΟΜШc?ΞШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƚШШ
ċŰШĲŉŉĲĦƣŔƻĲЯШĤƨĬŊĲƣШŰĲƨƣƖċũШƓċƖċĬŔŊůШƣőċƣШŸƣőĲƖШƚƣċƣĲƚШĦċŰШĲůƨũċƣĲЮШШ
Ш
~ċőċũŸШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШċŰĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĦŸůůĲŰƣШŔŰШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŸŉШc7ΞΜΟΜШc?ΞЮШ
Ш
Ш
Ш

Joe Calavita 
Ш
sŸĲШ9ċũċƻŔƣċШ
Ш

Ш
ΟШőƣƣƓƚаооƽƽΞЮċƖĤЮĦċЮŊŸƻоŰĲƽƚоĦċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċрĬŔƖĲĦƣƚрůŸƖĲрĦũĲċŰрƻĲőŔĦũĲрƖĲĤċƣĲƚрũŸƽĲƖрŔŰĦŸůĲрŉċůŔũŔĲƚШШ
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Testimony in Support of HB2030 HD2 - Clean Vehicle Rebate Program 
Hearing with the House Committee on Finance 
Thursday March 5, 2026 at 2pm 
 
Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
My name is Chapin Fish, and I live in Portland, Oregon. I am writing in strong support of HB2030 HD2, 
which establishes Hawaiʻi’s Clean Vehicle Rebate Program.  
 
I support the Clean Vehicle Rebate Program for three reasons: to stand in solidarity with the 13 plaintiffs 
in Navahine v. Hawaiʻi Department of Transportation, to advocate for my rights to life, liberty, and a 
life-sustaining climate system, and to fight for the future of youth in Hawaii around the country and world, 
a future under siege from the perils of climate change. 
 
As an intern with a nonprofit, I have had the great honor of advocating and learning from the Navahine 
plaintiffs. All the plaintiffs have important stories which have moved me greatly. I want to highlight the 
story of a plaintiff from Oahu that especially resonates with me and demonstrates the critical nature of this 
bill. She relies on the Kamehameha Highway, an integral access road to their community. Climate-fueled 
disasters have caused the highway to flood repeatedly, making it harder for youth, like her, to go to school 
and fulfill other responsibilities while their communities already struggle from land damage. Moreover, 
ocean acidification, warming, and contamination of oceans and freshwater are driving coral reef loss and 
declining fish populations, disrupting their community’s fishing practices and bringing both cultural and 
economic harms. Climate change is not an abstraction for her, other Navahine plaintiffs, and youth in 
Hawaiʻi, it is a daily reality.  
 
The settlement agreement reached by these brave youths in 2024 represents a chance for the 
government of Hawaiʻi to bring justice to its people, and to its youth. This bill, in line with the settlement 
agreement, will help protect cultural practices and safeguard livelihoods for Hawaiʻi’s communities amid 
accelerating climate impacts. 
 
But I am also here because this bill, by helping decrease carbon emissions in your state, will benefit youth 
around the world, for climate change is a threat that knows no borders. As a young person from the 
Northwest, a vulnerable region, I, too, have experienced similar harms from climate change and fears 
about my future, just like Hawaiʻian youth. My involvement in the climate movement goes back to the 
summer of 2020, where wildfires led to 15 days of hazardous air quality in my hometown of Portland, 
Oregon and decimated my state's cherished national beauty. Last summer, I interned at the U.S. Senate 
to make a direct impact from within my government. I’m here today to continue to fight for my generation, 
because I felt that I could no longer trust my government to put my interests at the forefront of its 
decision-making when my generation’s lives are at stake.  
 
Transportation is the largest source of pollution in Hawaiʻi, accounting for more than half of our statewide 
emissions. And our state spends billions each year importing gasoline and diesel, hurting our local 
economy and contributing to climate change and public health harms. 
 
In 2025, HDOT released its Energy Security and Waste Reduction Plan, which identifies the critical near-, 
mid-, and long-term policies needed to comply with the settlement agreement. This bill is one of those 
critical solutions. HDOT’s plan indicates that 81% of new vehicle sales must be electric by 2030 to stay on 
track, far behind the current ~14%. 
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This bill creates a revenue-neutral rebate program to lower the upfront cost of new and used electric 
vehicles for Hawaiʻi residents, letting more of our community access the savings of driving electric. This 
bill centers equity, with rebates applying only to non-luxury EVs (including used EVs), with no fees placed 
on the most affordable gas/diesel vehicles. This ensures that working families, not just the wealthy, can 
enjoy the financial and health benefits of EVs. 
 
Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and support HB2030. 
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify. 
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Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and support 

HB2030 HD2. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Sincerely, 

Angelica Sanchez 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the House Finance Committee, 

My name is Johanna Wermers, I live in Rockville, Maryland and I am writing in strong support 

of HB 2030 HD2 which establishes Hawai'i's Clean Vehicle Rebate Program. 

Although I am living in Maryland, my husband and I honeymooned on the Hawaiian island of 

Kaua'i 37 years ago, staying at the Coco Palms Resort where we fell in love with the beauty and 

culture of Hawai'i.  Four years later, we were devastated to learn that the Coco Palms Resort was 

destroyed and that much of Kaua'i was heavily damaged by Hurricane Iniki.  Hurricanes are 

infrequent in the Pacific Ocean around Hawai'i, but they are expected to become more frequent, 

more costly, and more deadly as climate change continues to take hold.  By 2050, Hawai'i will 

likely face significant challenges from rising sea levels, leading to more frequent coastal flooding 

and beach loss of up to 40%. 

That's why the Clean Vehicle Rebate Program is so important for Hawai'i's well-

being.  Transportation is creating over 50% of Hawai'i's greenhouse gases and greenhouse gases 

can lead to hurricanes from warmer water and moisture in the air, as well as rising sea levels that 

will destroy Hawai'i's beautiful beaches. The $3.1 billion in damage from Hurricane Iniki will be 

dwarfed by the damage to all of the Hawaiian Islands caused by climate change unless Hawai'i 

and other states and countries stop emitting greenhouse gases and start driving electric vehicles 

as one crucial step toward achieving a zero emission transportation sector by 2045.  Sadly, 

Hawai'i spends billions each year importing gasoline and diesel, hurting the local economy and 

contributing to climate change and public health harms. 

Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands and support HB 

2030 HD2. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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