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DATE:  Thursday, February 19, 2026 
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Chair Lowen, Vice-Chair Perruso, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 
H.B. 2030, H.D.1 for your consideration.   

 
Section 2 of H.B. 2030, H.D.1, creates a new section 196-A, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS), which establishes a clean vehicle rebate program to be administered by 
the Department of Transportation (HDOT). Subsection (h), on page 11, provides that 
any rebate received shall not be considered income for purposes of state or county 
taxes. 

 
Section 2 of the bill, on page 13, also creates a new section 196-B, HRS, which 

establishes a clean vehicle special fund, to be funded with revenues from the 
transportation affordability and energy security tax, funds received by HDOT for 
purposes of the clean vehicle special fund, and interest earnings on all amounts in the 
special fund.  

 
Section 3 of the bill, on page 14, creates a new section in chapter 237, HRS, 

establishing an “additional tax,” that is supplementary to the 4 percent general excise 
tax levied on the sale of tangible personal property, upon the gross proceeds of the sale 
of light-duty motor vehicles powered solely by gasoline, diesel, or gasoline or diesel 



Department of Taxation Testimony 
H.B. 2030, H.D.1 
February 19, 2026 
Page 2 of 2 
 
blends, with or without a battery. The additional tax will be levied at three different rates, 
which are currently unspecified, based on the miles per gallon of the vehicle under 
federal Environmental Protection Agency ratings. The additional tax is to be deposited 
into the clean vehicle special fund. 

 
The bill has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000. 
 
DOTAX notes that the provision requiring an allocation of revenues from the 

additional tax into the clean vehicle special fund would require a fundamental change in 
the way that DOTAX accounts for and reports on GET revenues. This bill would create 
administrative difficulties, as DOTAX will need to reconcile the amounts reported from 
the additional tax with actual amounts collected. Discrepancies will arise because the 
amount of tax collected often does not match the amount of tax reported for various 
reasons, including errors in payment or reporting or intentional underpayment.  

 
Additionally, many taxpayers report multiple categories of business activities on a 

single GET return, which complicates the accurate determination of amounts to be 
allocated. DOTAX therefore requests that the allocation of revenue to the special fund 
be replaced with an appropriation of a set dollar amount. 
 

DOTAX further requests that the effective date be amended to January 1, 2027, 
to allow sufficient time to make the necessary form, instruction, and system changes. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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In Support of 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2030 HD1 

 

RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY. 
 

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and Members of the Committee, the Hawai‘i 

State Energy Office (HSEO) supports House Bill No. 2030 HD1, which requires the 

Department of Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide 

rebates for the purchase or lease of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in 

hybrid electric vehicles, establishes the clean vehicle special fund and establishes a 

transportation affordability and energy security tax. 

There is no dispute that meeting Hawai‘i’s decarbonization goals will require 

significant emissions reductions from ground transportation with Zero Emission Vehicles 

(ZEVs) as a key strategy as reported in HSEO’s Hawai‘i Pathways to Decarbonization 

report1 submitted to the Legislature in December 2023 pursuant to Act 238 (2022). To 

achieve those ends significant penetration in all segments of the ZEV ground 

transportation market will need to be achieved. All three mitigation scenarios in the 

Hawai‘i Pathways to Decarbonization report assume Hawai‘i will achieve 100% ZEV 

light-duty vehicle sales by 2035, with 21% of registered light-duty passenger vehicles 

needing to be ZEVs by 2030.  

 
1 https://energy.hawaii.gov/what-we-do/clean-energy-vision/decarbonization-strategy/  

https://energy.hawaii.gov/what-we-do/clean-energy-vision/decarbonization-strategy/
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HSEO is currently working on a data-driven statewide electric vehicle (EV) 

charging infrastructure roadmap to guide efficient investments and address market 

gaps. Access to market data helps to refine assumptions, improve data resolution, 

incorporate evolving vehicle adoption trends, and measure effectiveness of EV adoption 

policies and programs by evaluating adoption of ZEVs by region, housing type, and 

demographic information. HSEO appreciates provisions in the bill to provide the chief 

energy officer relevant data from the proposed program to fulfill the duties under 

sections 225P-8 and 196-71. 

While achieving these goals requires policies that remove barriers to ZEV 

adoption, including a market-based clean vehicle rebate program targeted at lower-

income households, HSEO emphasizes that any such program should be cost-neutral 

to the State Budget and defers to the Department of Budget and Finance as to the best 

way to impose a tax and rebate in such a manner at this time.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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HB2030 
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY 

 
House Committee on Transportation 

 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports House Bill 2030 which proposes to 
establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or lease of 
new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. Establishes 
the clean vehicle special fund.  Establishes a transportation affordability and energy 
security tax. 
 
With the recommended amendments, this proposal would provide drivers with rebates 
for the purchase of new and used EVs under $60,000 at the point of sale by a 
participating dealer, to be paid for by an additional tax levied on sales of new light-duty 
gas-powered vehicles over $32,000.  The DOT appreciates that the proposed revenue-
neutral mechanism would redistribute revenues within the consumer market and return 
funds back to the industry to support clean vehicles.  
 
The DOT's Energy Security and Waste Reduction Plan (Energy Security Plan) 
published in October 2025, explains how the transportation sector (including everyone 
who uses transportation) could meet the state’s emission reduction targets established 
in state law.  Without immediate policy changes, and investments and implementation of 
emission reduction strategies, Hawaii will not meet its targets.  The DOT’s Energy 
Security Plan identifies increased adoption of electric and zero-emission vehicles as the 
primary strategy to reduce emissions in ground transportation statewide.   
 
The Plan calls for actions to “increase the use of electric vehicles (EVs) statewide by 
expanding public charging infrastructure…” and “providing financial incentives for EV 
adoption” (Plan p. 3).  The proposed Clean Vehicle Rebate Program is an example of 
providing financial incentives for EV adoption, that also prioritizes affordability of EV 
adoption for low- and moderate-income households.   
 
The DOT’s Energy Security Plan has three pillars that act as check and balances to 
develop and prioritize the Plan’s strategies: 1) affordability, 2) local energy security, and 
3) emissions reduction.  The Energy Security Plan emphasizes the importance of 



 
 
affordability and access, noting that transportation costs place a significant burden on 
Hawaiʻi residents and that some emissions reduction strategies “may provide near-term 
options to reduce costs for residents” while supporting long-term decarbonization goals 
(Plan p. 1).  House Bill 2030 aims to reduce the cost of living for Hawaii families, 
particularly those in rural and lower-income communities who are disproportionately 
affected by the high cost of owning a gas-powered car.  As noted in the bill, households 
with the highest reliance on gasoline spend an average of $13,700 annually on fuel—
accounting for 14% of their income—and switching to electric vehicles could save them 
$5,300 annually.  A clean vehicle rebate would make the cost savings from EVs 
significantly more accessible to low- and moderate-income households.   
 
The DOT requests the following amendments:   
 
Research from the U.C. Davis Institute of Transportation Studies has helped provide 
analysis to inform updates to the fee provision in Section 3 of the bill.  Using detailed 
Hawai‘i market data provided by the State Energy Office in coordination with the DOT, 
the U.C. Davis Institute of Transportation Studies team built a modeling tool showing 
that a modest fee in the range of only 1 to 4 percent on the sale of new fossil fuel 
vehicles would provide sufficient funds for the EV rebate program in the amounts 
proposed in the bill.  Based on this analysis, we recommend the updates above to the 
fee structure and amounts.    
 
The DOT also recommends adding specific exemption from the tax for gasoline-
powered vehicles with an MSRP of $32,000 or less, which is the median price for 
Hawai‘i vehicle sales.  This exemption for the lower-priced half of the vehicle market 
(which is also generally more fuel efficient) aims to avoid burdening lower-income 
consumers’ ability to choose these more affordable options.  
 
In the added Section 237-___(a) on pages 14-15 of House Bill 2030, the DOT requests 
revising as follows:   
 
“§237-__ Transportation affordability and energy security tax. (a) In addition to the tax 
levied in section 237-13 (2), and exempting vehicles described in section 237-___(d) 
below, there shall be an additional tax levied on the gross proceeds of the sale of a 
light-duty motor vehicle that is powered solely by gasoline, diesel, or gasoline or diesel 
blends, with or without a battery, as follows:   

(1) Four per cent if the vehicle obtains less than [thirty] twenty-two miles per gallon 
based on federal Environmental Protection Agency combined ratings;  

(2) Two per cent if the vehicle obtains at least [thirty] twenty-two but not more than 
[fifty] thirty miles per gallon based on federal Environmental Protection Agency 
combined ratings; and  

(3) One per cent if the vehicle obtains more than [fifty] thirty miles per gallon based 
on federal Environmental Protection Agency combined ratings;   
 
(d)  All light-duty motor vehicles that are powered solely by gasoline, diesel, or 
gasoline or diesel blends, with or without a battery, and that have a 
manufacturer's suggested retail price of $32,000 or less shall be exempt from 
Section 237-__(a) above.”  
 
2) Delete the income limitation for the base rebate to simplify the program and 
avoid administrative complexities around income verifications. This measure 



 
 

already incorporates numerous provisions to specifically benefit low- and 
moderate-income (LMI) households, including limiting the rebate to clean 
vehicles less than $60K; excluding the fee for fossil fuel vehicles less than 
$32K; and providing the extra rebate for LMI households.   
 
In the added Section 196-A, delete section (c)(1) on page 7 of House Bill 2030, 
and renumber the remaining subsections.   
 
“[(1) Rebates shall be offered to applicants with household incomes of up to two 
hundred percent of the area median income as determined by the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development;]”  
 
3) To increase affordability and accessibility even further for LMI households, 
increase the additional rebate for LMI households from $1000 to $3000.  This 
increase also brings the proposed rebate structure (base amount and additional 
LMI amount) more in parallel with the amounts in the California rebate program.  
The UC Davis modeling tool analysis confirms that the revenues can support 
this increased rebate amount.  This bill also provides the DOT with discretion to 
implement additional guidelines as necessary to optimally manage the program 
budget.   

 
In the added Section 196-A, on page 9 of HB2030, HD1 revise the first sentence of 
subsection (d) as follows:  
“(d)  An increased rebate of up to $3000 [1000], in addition to the rebate for eligible 
clean vehicle types in subsection (b), shall be offered to applicants from low- and 
moderate-income households.”    
 
The DOT notes that effective implementation will require sufficient administrative 
capacity. If this measure proceeds, the DOT would work with the legislature to ensure 
the department has the necessary positions and resources to administer the program.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support. 
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In consideration of 

House Bill 2030 HD1 
Relating to Transportation Affordability 

 

Honorable Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and Members of the Committee: 

The County of Kaua‘i is in support of House Bill 2030 HD1, which requires the Department of 
Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or lease 
of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles; Establishes the clean vehicle 
special fund; Establishes a transportation affordability and energy security tax. 

The County is committed to working towards Hawai‘i’s state-wide goal of 100% carbon neutrality by 
2045, noting the significance of contributions from transportation. Citing the most recently completed 
County greenhouse gas inventory from 2017, emissions from the transportation sector accounted for 
over 65% of Kaua‘i’s greenhouse gas emissions, with roughly 35% of transportation emissions from 
ground transportation. Tackling ground transportation emissions will require state-wide intervention, 
including investment in creating spaces for multi-modal mobility options to thrive, as well as 
transitioning to electrified transportation.  

Upfront costs and access are a barrier to transitioning to EVs, and we recognize that since our island first 
saw EVs on our roads in 2012, not everyone has been in a position where they can purchase a new, or 
even used, electric car.  

In 2022, we witnessed California commit to banning gas-powered vehicle sales by 2035, prompting 
many car manufacturers to follow in similar commitments considering California has the largest car 
market in the US and drives the national auto industry. In the last few years, we have also seen upfront 
EV prices fall and become more comparable to conventional gas-powered vehicles. With Kaua‘i County 
Council’s passing of EV-ready and EVSE-installed requirements for new construction and retrofits in 
2022, and the County’s commitment to expanding EV charging infrastructure in public spaces, we expect 
to see more EV adoption on Kaua‘i across all income brackets.  

The County suggests that there is great value in developing localized programs to incentivize electric 
vehicle adoption, especially as support for EVs has lapsed at the federal level. We anticipate the 



 

proposed state-wide funding would provide ease of participation and increased EV uptick among those 
individuals who have had barriers to early adoption.  

EVs are often cheaper to power and yield significant savings in maintenance compared to conventional 
fuel-powered vehicles. The County supports these efforts to provide more opportunities for our 
community to enjoy the benefits of EVs and overall contribute to increased electrification. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB2030 HD1. 
 

 



Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and Committee Members,

Mahalo for the chance to testify at today's hearing. The Hawai’i Youth 
Transportation Council (HYTC) strongly supports HB 2030. This bill will allow for 
families across Hawai’i to buy a zero-emission or plug-in hybrid vehicle at an 
affordable price. This has the benefit of bringing more affordable transportation 
options to our state while reducing carbon emissions, both core tenets of the 
HYTC.

Many working-class residents across Hawai’i want to afford these ZEVs and 
plug-in hybrids, but prices have not come down enough to make them 
affordable. While the youth council would prefer people use public 
transportation, the reality is that, according to the 2020 census, 13.9% of Hawai'i 
residents live in rural areas that public transit may not reach. Or they have a line 
of work that requires the use of heavy-duty vehicles. These residents need a 
renewable and affordable vehicle option. 

Additionally, the HYTC finds that the use of ZEVs and plug-in hybrids, 
compared to conventional combustion engine vehicles, produces far less carbon 
emissions, especially when bought used, which this bill allows. HB 2030 aligns 
with our Energy Security and Waste Reduction proposal, specifically in 
transitioning the state from internal combustion engine vehicles to more 
sustainable, low-emission alternatives.

In conclusion, HB 2030 provides affordable transportation options for 
Hawai’i’s working residents and reduces our state's carbon emissions, aligning 
with the council's Energy Security and Waste Reduction Proposal. We urge the 
committee to pass HB 2030.
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February 16, 2026 
 
Re:​ EEP Hearing of HB2030 HD1 on February 19, 2026, at 9:45 am 
Position:​ Support 

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on 
Energy & Environmental Protection: 

Carbon Cashback Hawaiʻi advocates for legislation that reduces carbon emissions and 
strengthens Hawaiʻi’s energy independence while protecting vulnerable kamaʻaiana 
families.  

Carbon Cashback Hawaiʻi is in strong support of HB2030 HD1, which provides 
rebates for the purchase of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicles. 

Transportation is one of Hawaiʻi’s largest sources of greenhouse gas emissions and 
a major contributor to high household energy costs. This bill directly addresses 
both challenges by helping residents transition to cleaner, more efficient vehicles 
that reduce fuel expenses and the reliance on imported fossil fuels. 

The bill’s focus on equity is especially important. Electric vehicles can significantly 
reduce transportation costs, but the upfront purchase price remains a barrier for 
many families. This bill sets an eligibility income cap and offers an additional rebate 
for low- and moderate-income households. 

Expanding the adoption of zero emission and plug-in hybrid vehicles will deliver 
the benefits of improved air quality, reduced noise pollution, and progress toward 
Hawaiʻi’s climate and clean energy goals. It also will support local economic 
resilience by keeping more energy dollars in Hawaiʻi and reducing our vulnerability 
to volatile global fossil fuel prices. 

We urge you to pass this bill out of your committee. 

carboncashbackhawaii.org 
carboncashbackhawaii@gmail.com 

http://carboncashbackhawaii.org
http://carboncashbackhawaii.org
mailto:hawaiicarboncashback@gmail.com
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HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	ENERGY	AND	ENVIRONMENTAL	PROTECTION	
Thursday,	February	19,	2026	—	9:45	a.m.	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	supports	HB	2030	HD1,	Relating	to	Transportation	Affordability.	
	
Dear	Chair	Lowen	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Micah	Munekata,	and	I	am	the	Vice	President	of	Government	Affairs	at	Ulupono	Initiative.		
We	are	a	Hawai‘i-focused	impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	throughout	
the	islands	by	helping	our	communities	become	more	resilient	and	self-sufficient	through	locally	
produced	food,	renewable	energy	and	clean	transportation	choices,	and	better	management	of	
freshwater	resources.	
	
Ulupono	supports	HB	2030	HD1,	which	requires	the	Department	of	Transportation	to	establish	a	
clean	vehicle	rebate	program	to	provide	rebates	for	the	purchase	or	lease	of	new	and	used	zero-
emission	vehicles	and	plug-in	hybrid	electric	vehicles;	establishes	the	clean	vehicle	special	fund;	and	
establishes	a	transportation	affordability	and	energy	security	tax.	
	
Ulupono	supports	helping	our	community	transition	to	cleaner	transportation	choices,	as	ground	
transportation	makes	up	a	significant	portion	of	Hawai‘i’s	reliance	on	imported	oil	and	is	the	largest	
contributor	to	our	state’s	greenhouse	gas	emissions.		The	Hawai‘i	Department	of	Transportation’s	own	
Energy	Security	and	Waste	Reduction	Plan	indicates	that	81%	of	new	vehicles	sales	must	be	electric	by	
2030	to	meet	our	climate	goals.		A	great	way	to	help	our	community	members	save	money	and	reduce	
emissions	is	to	better	enable	the	choice	of	electric	vehicles	(EVs)	when	they	need	to	drive.		This	bill	
employs	a	revenue-neutral	approach	to	lower	the	upfront	costs	of	new	and	used	non-luxury	EVs,	
ensuring	those	who	can	most	benefit	from	EVs	are	able	to	do	so.			
	
In	addition,	EV	rebates	at	points	of	sale,	like	described	in	this	bill,	have	proven	to	be	effective	at	
accelerating	the	adoption	of	zero-emission	vehicles,	especially	for	low-	to	moderate-income	families.		
With	recent	reductions	in	federal	EV	tax	credits,	state-level	incentives	are	now	more	critical	than	ever	to	
reduce	our	fossil	fuel	dependence	and	provide	affordable	transportation	options	that	ease	the	cost	of	
living.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	energy	issues	become	increasingly	complex	and	challenging,	we	appreciate	this	committee’s	
efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	support	the	continued	adoption	of	clean	transportation	throughout	the	
islands.		
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Micah	Munekata	
Vice	President	of	Government	Affairs	

















 
 

 

 

 
FEBRUARY 19, 2026 

HOUSE BILL 2030 HD1 

CURRENT REFERRAL: EEP 
 

808-679-7454 
kris@imuaalliance.org 
www.imuaalliance.org 
@imuaalliance 
 
Kris Coffield, 
President 
 
David Negaard, 
Director  
 
Mireille Ellsworth, 
Director 
 
Justin Salisbury, 
Director 
 
Eileen Roco, 
Director 
 
Beatrice DeRego, 
Director 
 
Corey Rosenlee,  
Director 
 
Amy Zhao,  
Policy and Partnerships 
Strategist  
 
 

 POSITION: SUPPORT 

Imua Alliance supports HB 2030 HD1, relating to transportation 
affordability, which requires the Department of Transportation to establish 
a clean vehicle rebate program to provide rebates for the purchase or 
lease of new and used zero-emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles; establishes the clean vehicle special fund; and beginning 1/1/2027, 
establishes a transportation affordability and energy security tax.  
 
Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Hawaiʻi, 
accounting for nearly 50% of statewide emissions, with light-duty vehicles 
representing most of that share. Electric vehicles offer a proven pathway to 
reduce these emissions. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, EVs 
produce significantly lower lifetime emissions than comparable gasoline 
vehicles when charged on cleaner grids, a benefit that grows as electricity 
systems decarbonize and aligns with our state’s carbon reduction, climate 
mitigation, and clean economy goals.  
 
Hawaiʻi’s grid is rapidly becoming cleaner, with renewable sources like 
wind, solar, and geothermal exceeding 40% of generation and planned 
increases under the state’s 100% renewable portfolio goals. This means 
each EV on Hawaiʻi roads displaces more carbon emissions per mile 
traveled than in many other states. To meet statutory greenhouse gas 
reduction targets, accelerating EV adoption is essential. 
 
Historically, federal tax credits–up to $7,500 under the Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA)–have been a critical incentive for EV purchases. Recent federal 
budget legislation (commonly referenced as H.R. 1, enacted in late 2025) 
substantially reduced the availability and value of EV tax credits effective 
January 1, 2026. H.R. 1 eliminated the new clean vehicle tax credit and 
capped or removed incentives for used EVs, which were previously 
essential for low- and moderate-income families to access EVs. 
 



 
 

 

Regressive federal actions have heightened the need to enact state policies 
to safeguard these programs at the local level. According to a white paper 
published by Harvard University’s Salata Institute for Climate and 
Sustainability in March of 2025, federal efforts to cut electric vehicle tax 
credits will likely reduce zero-emissions vehicle adoption rates by at least 
6%, while increasing carbon emissions by 20.3 million metric tons over 
baseline projections for 2030. 
 
These federal changes are expected to slow EV adoption nationwide and 
reduce the affordability of cleaner vehicles in markets already challenged 
by high purchase prices. In Hawaiʻi, where financial insecurity is high and 
vehicle costs are elevated due in part to import costs, the federal rollback 
magnifies equity challenges and slows progress toward climate goals. This 
proposal would create a state EV purchase rebate that fills the gap left by 
federal changes and restores financial incentives for Hawaiʻi residents to 
adopt clean transportation alternatives.  
 
State rebates have been shown to significantly influence consumer 
decisions. A 2023 analysis by the International Council on Clean 
Transportation found that combining federal and state incentives 
can increase EV market share by 2–8 percentage points within five years, 
particularly among moderate-income buyers. Further, states such as New 
Jersey, Colorado, and California that implemented robust state EV 
incentives saw accelerated EV adoption rates compared to states without 
such incentives, with low-income rebate tiers helping to broaden access. 
 
In Hawaiʻi specifically, EV market share has grown steadily but lags national 
leaders. According to Hawaiʻi Energy data from 2025, EVs account for 
a small, but increasing percentage of registered passenger vehicles, driven 
largely by early adopters and public fleets. A state rebate would broaden 
adoption into communities that are currently excluded from the EV market 
because of economic precarity, thereby building a sorely needed foundation 
of equity into our electrification transition.  
 
 
With aloha, 

Kris Coffield  
President, Imua Alliance  
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Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 

 

February 19, 2026 at 9:45AM 

Conference Room 325 

 

HB2030 HD1 

Relating to Transportation Affordability 

 

 

Dear Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and Committee Members,  

 

The Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO) supports HB2030 HD1, which 

requires the Department of Transportation to establish a clean vehicle rebate program for 

the purchase or lease of new and used zero-emission and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 

It would also establish the clean vehicle special fund and a transportation affordability 

and energy security tax. 

 

This bill aligns with our goals of providing an equitable and affordable transportation 

system while also striving for a more sustainable future. For low- to moderate-income 

households, the upfront investment for a new vehicle remains a significant barrier. Thus, 

establishing a self-funded clean vehicle rebate program could make it easier for families 

to choose a more affordable and sustainable option. We agree with amendments made to 

increase the rebate amount for new and used plug-in hybrid vehicles as well as the rebate 

for low- and moderate-income households by $500 or $1,000. 

 

Studies have shown that a rebate program can especially help reduce the cost of living 

for lower-income households, who bear the brunt of economic and environmental 

burdens. On Oahu, households spend nearly 50% of their income on housing and 

transportation costs. Transportation costs alone can reach thousands of dollars each year 

when fuel, maintenance, and other expenses are factored in. Furthermore, a recent study 

by the Ulupono Intiative revealed that households with the highest reliance on gasoline 

spend an average of $13,700 on their gasoline bills each year, accounting for 14 percent 

of their incomes. Of those who consume and spend the most on gasoline are rural and 

lower-income households, who are disproportionately represented according to the 

study. Thus, switching to electric vehicles could save these households $5,300 annually, 

relieving financial burdens. This further promotes affordability and equity by expanding 

access to clean vehicles and unlocking opportunities to save on gas bills and reduce 

harmful pollution from transportation.   

 

https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://home.urbanlogiq.us/public/oahu-mpo/metrics/3.2.1
https://ulupono.com/project-list/superusers/


https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-ESWRP-2025-10-15.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.300






House Committee on Energy and Environment
Rep. Nicole E. Lowen, Chair
Rep. Amy A. Perruso, Vice Chair
Thursday, February 19, 2026
9:45AM, Conference Room 325

Feb 18, 2026

Re: Support for HB 2030 HD1, Relating to Transportation Affordability

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the Committee,

As a manufacturer of electric vehicles (“EVs”) and EV charging infrastructure, Rivian, 
LLC, (“Rivian”) is pleased to express its support for HB 2030 HD1. A clean vehicle 
rebate program is a proven policy that can catalyze adoption of clean transportation 
and provide funding to support consumers without burdening the state budget. 

The State has identified vehicle fuel use among rural and low-income families as a 
financial and environmental burden. The clean vehicle rebate program (“CVRP”) that 
HB 2030 HD1 would establish is an important step forward in facilitating the State’s 
transition to clean vehicles and lowering the cost of living for sensitive communities. 

The state has identified cost as an important barrier to electric vehicle adoption among 
lower- and moderate-income consumers. As a manufacturer actively selling and 
servicing vehicles in Hawai’i, and in anticipation of releasing a mid-size SUV later in 
2026 that would qualify for this program as written, Rivian calls out the following 
provisions as crucial to program success: 

- Offering a point-of-sale rebate, which has been shown as the easiest way for 
consumers to benefit from support for EV purchases; 

- Providing support for both sale and lease of vehicles, offering options to 
consumers; 

- Thoughtful MSRP caps help target the incentive while prizing administrative 
simplicity for the programs.

-

Rivian further encourages the legislature to develop the bill’s elements as follows:

- Ensure speed and ease of access to the incentive by removing income 
limitations, which undermine the car-buying experience  for consumers with 

607 Hansen Way, Palo Alto, CA 94304



paperwork bottlenecks and create verification and administrative complexity for 
car dealers.

Put simply, a well designed and implemented clean vehicle program can improve the 
economics of our business and help us achieve scale. The EV industry is eager to 
invest and grow our market in Hawai’i. To that end, while we believe the bill can be 
even stronger with the benefit of some select amendments, Rivian expresses its 
support for HB 2030 HD1.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.

Sincerely,

Abigail Ramsden

About Rivian
Founded in 2009, Rivian is an independent U.S. company. Rivian manufactures all of 
its vehicles in the United States. With over 14,000 employees across the globe, 
Rivian’s expertise lies primarily in engineering, software development, and 
manufacturing. 

In addition to our vehicles, Rivian is a manufacturer of direct current fast chargers 
(DCFC) and those chargers in our Rivian Adventure Network. We provide service to 
Rivian drivers in Hawai’i from our service center location on the island of O’ahu, 
creating local jobs and investment.

607 Hansen Way, Palo Alto, CA 94304
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HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/14/2026 8:49:33 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Nandoskar Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly support! 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/14/2026 8:52:36 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ball Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this legislation 

David Ball 

Waialae-Kahala 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/14/2026 5:44:19 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Perrine Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB2030, which will provide much needed incentives for Hawaii residents to 

convert to clean energy vehicles. Without these incentives it is unlikely that we will meet our 

deadline to achieve carbon neutrality. We should also recognize that, in addition to greenhouse 

gases, fossil fuel burning vehicles emit a variety of harmful pollutants that cause increased cases 

of numerous health ailments including asthma, cardiovascular disease, and miscarriages. They 

also emit excessive noise, which is harmful to both our physical and mental health. Please pass 

HB2030. 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/15/2026 10:33:41 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Ware Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair EEP Committee and members, 

I am an EV owner and strongly support rebates when purchasing an EV. This will help achieve 

the goals for transportation as agreed in the Navahine settlement. 

 Thank you for your support, 

Diane Ware Volcano HI 96785 
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Testimony in Support of HB2030 - Clean Vehicle Rebate Program 
Hearing with the House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
Thursday February 19, 2026 @ 9:45am 
 
Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and Members of the EEP Committee, 
 
I am writing in strong support of HB2030, which establishes Hawaiʻi’s Clean Vehicle Rebate 
Program. 
 
Transportation accounts for more than half of Hawaiʻi’s greenhouse gases with ground 
transportation being a significant component. The state will need to undertake many policies to 
move residents to cleaner modes of transportation.  In general, electric vehicles (EVs) are less 
greenhouse gas intensive, especially lower cost ones.  Though generally having lower lifecyle 
costs than gasoline powered vehicles, EVs often have higher purchase prices, which makes it 
difficult for lower income households to purchase these vehicles.   
 
HB2030 addresses this goal of lower emissions from ground transportation and the challenges 
to achieving it by giving rebates only to non-luxury EVs (including used EVs), with no fees 
placed on the most affordable gas/diesel vehicles. This ensures that working families, not just 
the wealthy, can enjoy the financial (lower lifecycle costs) and health benefits of EVs. 
 
This bill funds these rebates in by employing a revenue-neutral rebate program to lower the 
upfront cost of new and used electric vehicles for Hawaiʻi residents, letting more of our 
community access the savings of driving electric.  
 
Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and support 
HB2030. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
Paul Bernstein 
Honolulu, O’ahu 
 





HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 8:58:40 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Graham Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha e Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on Energy & 

Environmental Protection, 

I strongly support HB2030 HD1. 

The bill will accelerate the State's transition to clean vehicles, which will reduce our reliance on 

price-volatile imported fossil fuels, reduce climate pollution, and ultimately help residents reduce 

their transportation expenses. Reducing barriers for drivers from low- and moderate-income 

households, as the bill would do, is especially important. 

I urge your committee to pass this bill. 

Thank you, 

Thomas Graham, Honolulu 

 





HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 9:58:24 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruta Jordans Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii needs many more zero emission vehicles in order to free us from expensive, polluting, 

brought in fossil fuels. Rebates will encourage that. Please support this measure. 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 11:31:39 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Honorable Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on Energy 

& Environmental Protection: 

I am writing to ask that you support HB2030 HD1 as it will expand access to clean vehicles and 

help meet our climate and energy goals. 

Electric vehicles can significantly reduce transportation costs, but the upfront purchase price 

remains a barrier for many families. Providing rebates for used as well as new vehicles is 

important in that respect. The bill also sets an eligibility income cap for rebate eligibility and 

offers an additional rebate for low- and moderate-income households, helping to ensure they are 

not left behind. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 12:48:20 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

gregory martino Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha! 

For me there is no reason to not help people transition to electric vehicles by any means possible. 

thank you 

Mahalo 

  

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 1:11:22 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Buck Joiner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill  which provides rebates for the purchase or lease of new and used zero-

emission vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. I hope it includes three wheel enclosed 

vehicles. I have an electric tricycle which probably would not be included. 

  

Buck Joiner 

Kihei Maui 

 





Please make clean transportation a realistic option for families across the islands, and support 

HB2030. 

  

Mahalo 

 







HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 3:31:30 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In support of.  Thank you. 

  

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 3:40:36 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorn Douglas Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

this bill is in alignment with the state's goal of cleaner air and less carbon. Please vote yes! 

  

Lorn DOuglas 

Lower Puna 

 







HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 5:33:59 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sulara James Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support and thank you for supporting HB2030 HD1! 

Aloha, 

Sulara 

 







HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 7:59:24 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Travis Counsell Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support clean vehicle rebates to help Hawai'i meet it's clean energy goals.  

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 9:22:38 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Lee Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

If the State even hopes to attain their renewable goals, they must provide an incentive to 

purchase EV cars.  

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/16/2026 9:59:25 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kenneth Eisner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

This bill will help increase the adoption rate of EVs in the aloha state. Since the federal rebate is 

gone, this bill will assist people purchase an EV. Mahalo for your time.  

  

Ken Eisner 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 12:17:22 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marlon Ramos Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on Energy & 

Environmental Protection: 

 

I strongly support HB 2030 HD1 because it bridges the gap left by expired federal incentives. By 

making new and used clean vehicles more affordable, this bill ensures that our transition to a 

sustainable future is both equitable and achievable. 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 4:20:55 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sylvia Maldonado Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on Energy & 

Environmental Protection: 

 

I strongly support HB 2030 HD1 because it bridges the gap left by expired federal incentives. By 

making new and used clean vehicles more affordable, this bill ensures that our transition to a 

sustainable future is both equitable and achievable 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 5:42:55 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Kern Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB 2030 HD1 because it bridges the gap left by expired federal incentives. By 

making new and used clean vehicles more affordable, this bill ensures that our transition to a 

sustainable future is both equitable and achievable.  Keep Hawaii Green! 

 



HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 5:55:08 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Pankau Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We bought our first EV in 2020 and this was a big step for us. We bought the next one a year 

later. Both were purchased when there were rebates available. Shortly thereafter we added 

additional PV panels and a battery. We just purchased a new EV last month as owning them has 

been a life changing experience. We are helping to make a difference to reduce our dependence 

on petroleum products. I strongly support this bill and hope you will to. 

 









HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 8:03:15 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Johnson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We bought a used EV with the last Federal tax credit.  IT helped our family get into a better 

car!   

 





HB-2030-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/17/2026 8:59:02 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 2/19/2026 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roy Skaggs Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on Energy & 

Environmental Protection, 

 

I strongly support HB 2030 HD1 because it bridges the gap left by expired federal incentives. By 

making new and used clean vehicles more affordable, this bill ensures that our transition to a 

sustainable future is both equitable and achievable. 

Mahalo! 

Roy Skaggs 

 





https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2030&year=2026
http://carboncashbackhawaii.org/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/account/submittestimony.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2030






https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/economic/data_reports/reports-studies/oil_report_2023-3_final.pdf
https://kauaiforward.com/electric-vehicle-adoption-among-hawai%CA%BBis-biggest-gasoline-users-could-save-them-millions-and-reduce-emissions-at-the-same-time/
https://atlaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Total-Cost-of-Ownership-Analysis.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/noelmorin/
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