
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 
Ka ʻOihana ʻĀina Hoʻopulapula Hawaiʻi 
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TESTIMONY OF KALI WATSON, CHAIR 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
ON FEBRUARY 12, 2026 AT 2:00PM IN CR 325 

 
HB1982, HD1, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

 
February 12, 2026 

 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 

 
The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports this bill which 

appropriates funds to DHHL for certain geothermal resource exploration and 
development activities and the hiring of consultants. 

 
This legislative proposal was approved by the Hawaiian Homes Commission 

(HHC). DHHL is currently in the exploration/investigation phase of development of 
geothermal resources on its trust lands. Earlier work done at the University of 
Hawaiʻi has identified several sites where the probability of finding viable 
geothermal resource warrants further investigation. By island, these sites include: 

 
• Hawaiʻi: Humuʻula/Upper Piʻihonua, Puʻukapu, Kawaihae and Kamā‘oa/Puʻuʻeo 

(South Point) 
• Maui: Kahikinui and Wākiu/Hāna 
• Molokaʻi: Hoʻolehua/Nā‘iwa 
• Oʻahu: Lualualei/Waiʻanae Valley, Waimānalo, Ha‘ikū Valley, Waiāhole 
• Kauaʻi: Upper Wailua 

 
The customary exploration process would be to first conduct on-site 

inspections and certain geoscientific surveys including non-invasive geophysics 
testing (e.g., gravity and magnetotellurics), geochemistry and conceptual modelling. If 
the results of that testing warrant further investigation, then slim-hole exploratory well 
drilling and analysis would be called for. The preliminary estimate of the expense of 
geoscientific surveys at all 12 sites would fall in the $4M - $5M range. The preliminary 
estimate of the expense of slim-hole drilling at 6 (assuming a 50% rate of 
advancement) of the sites would fall in the $40M - $50M range. DHHL would look to 
contract with the University of Hawaiʻi and its Hawaiʻi Groundwater & Geothermal  
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Resources Center (HGGRC) for this work but anticipates needing to additionally hire 
industry drilling consultants and crews to meet the anticipated demand for services. 
 

DHHL is currently preparing to conduct in-person and virtual beneficiary 
informational briefings at homestead communities throughout the state. These 
opportunities to share information and receive feedback regarding DHHL’s 
geothermal exploration program and the potential benefits of geothermal 
development to the trust and our beneficiaries are scheduled to commence in 
April/May 2026. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of our testimony. 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 2:44:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby "PIkachu" 

Billionaire  

KIngdom of The Hawaiian 

Islands  
Support 

Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1982 HD1 - Relating to the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 

SUPPORT 

Aloha, 

I support HB1982 HD1, appropriating funds to DHHL for geothermal exploration, development, 

and consultants on trust lands.Geothermal offers sustainable energy, economic self-sufficiency, 

and resilience for beneficiaries amid rising costs and climate challenges. DHHL-led efforts 

respect cultural sites while creating opportunities.This empowers homelands without general 

fund burdens. Approve for pono development. 

Mahalo, 

Pikachu Shelby Billionaire 
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HB-2584
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 9:42:44 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Geothermal Neighbors - Written TestimonyLuana Jones OpposePuna Only

Comments:

Geothermal neighbor for over 40 years. Pilau industry ~ very toxic! Little to no government
Regulation for Public Protection; only on paper! Millions of gallons of Our precious Wai used in
production, then re-inj ected (with brine and other toxic additives) into the ‘Aina. Hewal

Solar is more Pono (neighborly) and cheaper, quieter, cleaner, and sustainable for Aloha ‘Aina in
Hawai‘i ~ the Land of Aloha!

Ua mau ke Ea o ka ‘Aina i ka Pono! E kala mai ~ please, no offense intended. Just my pure
unfiltered truth.

I strongly oppose.







HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:17:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leona Leialoha Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill especially due to the fact that NO BENIFICIARY CONSULTATION 

was done in our homestead communities. We DO NOT APPRECIATE ANY MORE 

COMMERCIAL TOXIC entities! 

mahalo for your consideration on this matter 

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:24:43 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We've given millions to the geothermal issue over the years with nothing to show for it. 

It seems more like it's a renewable 'consultants' resource. 

 

I remember reading on an investor website a while back that said geothermal was a risky 

investment, and maybe that's why investors aren't beating our door down to explore, yet the state 

always seems willing to throw more money at consultants, year after year. 

 

Other places are beating our pants off with much less toxic wind and solar for a lot less money 

and a cleaner environment. 

 

The further you live from geothermal, the better it sounds. Not the case at all, if you live closer.  

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:10:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehau Garvey Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Highly opposed to the allocation of any funds for the proposed geothermal exploration. 

DHHL needs to focus on housing Kanaka Maoli.  

The harm that this proposed exploration could cause is very real and moving forward with 

funding at this time before there has been clear consent from DHHL beneficiaries and cultural 

stewards is grossly irresponsible. 

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 11:35:55 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Summer P Noland  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I am testifying in opposition. Hawaiian home lands are trust lands intended to place Hawaiians 

on land, not to serve as sites for speculative energy development. Geothermal exploration and 

drilling carry serious risks, including groundwater contamination, toxic gas releases, seismic 

activity and ecosystem damage. It undermines the state's trust responsibility by prioritizing 

energy exploration over beneficiary-driven land use.  

Mahalo! 

 





HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:02:18 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Christa SMith Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I firmly oppose the use of Hawaiian Homelands for energy exploration.  This is not consistent 

with the intent of HHL.  There is great risk of harm to the environment, our air, drinking water 

and land.  Thank you for your consideration. Do NOT bow to the pressures of development. 

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:13:11 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jan K Baldado Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I OPPOSE HB1982 HD1. Mahalo. 

 







HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 8:36:44 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cheryl hendrickson Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please oppose HB1982. These lands are not for spectulative energy development. Geothermal 

exploration and drilling carry serious environmental risks. It undermines the States trust 

responsibility by prioritizing energy exploration over beneficiary driven land use. It advances 

funding before transparent environmental and cultural review. 

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 10:02:34 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheela Sharma  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaiian homelands should not be used for these energy goals 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 12:10:51 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ginger Hamilton Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose HB1982 using Hawaiian Homelands for geothermal due to toxicity, use of millions 

gallons of water, the re-injection of polluted effluent back underground, noisy drilling, no 

effective regulations, etc.   

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 12:27:45 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronald Fujiyoshi Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the JHA Committee 

My name is Ronald Fujiyoshi and I am in strong OPPOSITION to HB1982 HD1. 

I am a retired Christian missionary and retired pastor of the Olaa First Hawaiian Church. In 1889 

I was among those arrested at the Wao Kele O Puna action against geothermal, so I have been 

keeping track on geothermal development for quite some time. First of all, geothermal 

development in Hawaii is not CLEAN. It is very toxic. That is probably why the bill tries to 

dodge an EIS requirement. Second,  and probably the most important of all, it is an affront to 

Kanaka Maoli who believe that drilling for geothermal is against their spiritual and religious 

beliefs. Those who are not Kanaka Maoli should not be leading in arguing for the passage of this 

bill. I am aware that there are Kanaka Maoli who are seeking financial benefits from geothermal. 

Please vote against the passage of HB1982 HD1. 

Mahalo for allowing me to testify! 

 









Mahalo nui. 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:00:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Mowat Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose HB1982.  As a homesteader on Kapaakea Molokai I know wholeheartedly that 

we need sustainable food practices.  This bill will not support homesteaders as the risks are too 

great and the alternatives are abundant.  

  

Mahalo, 

  

Elizabeth Ohi'a Lehua Mowat 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:18:07 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Gomes Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I,Andrew Gomes, as a beneficiary of Hawaiian homelands strongly oppose HB1982 in its 

entirety. I believe the land(A'ina) needs to be lived on,farmed,or both of the mentioned. Let's put 

Hawaiians back on the land.  

we do not have forever we live once! Let's make it worth a life living. Mahalo for your time and 

I pray we focus on our beneficiaries and getting them on the land first and foremost. Mahalo nui 

loa  

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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Respectfully, 

Wanette K Lee 

PO Box 801 Kaunakakai Hi 96748 

 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:32:39 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taye Mowat Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. The project will cause unnecessary destruction to land and 

could negatively impact our natural resources(water, air, etc). It would also allow for new 

development on land that could and are meant to go toward Hawaiian people; land that 

Hawaiians have been waiting years to be granted. The development would also interfere with 

sacred sites. No to this bill! 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:57:35 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashlyn-Jade Aniban Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Ashlyn-Jade Aniban and this is my formal testimony in opposition to 

HB1982 relating to geothermal exploration on DHHL lands. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 8:39:15 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Safranski Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am not kanaka maoli.. I do not support this measure 

  

refer to the 1991 Puna Geothermal incident for any questions as to why we should all oppose 

this.. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 10:59:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha JHA Chair & Committee Members, 

We respectfully submit this testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1982 {HD1} with 

amendments, a bill that would authorize geological subsurface characterization activities under 

the guise of research, while undermining the cultural, environmental, and public health concerns 

deeply felt by many Native Hawaiians and community members. 

We submit this testimony in strong opposition to any bill or measure authorizing industrialized 

geothermal exploration and development that would result in drilling into Kupuna Pele within 

and throughout Moku o Keawe and equally in opposition to its statewide initiative on public trust 

lands and Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) Crown trust lands on any of our Moku 

of Hawai'i Nui Akea. 

Please say "a'ole." 

Mahalo, 

Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros 

Earle Medeiros, Sr. 

Earle Medeiros, Jr 

Megan Medeiros 

& ohana 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 11:15:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ayanna Pelekai Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose to this idea because Hoolehua is a area for families to thrive in, to grow in & to be able 

to grow their own food in the rich soil it has to offer. Hoolehua is NOT a project site for energy 

& should not be used for public or scientifical use. Leave these lands alone.  

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/12/2026 12:10:39 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jade Alohalani Smith Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly oppose.  No geothermal exploration or development activities.  Research is a front for 

what is destructive in the true work that will harm our environment, land, ocean, human and 

animal consequences.  The quality in our aina's health needs to continue to be safe at all times 

and not be compromised for subtle devastation.  

Man cannot even direct themselves in a healthy life style, let alone a healthy environment that 

we see failed in many different ways.  Where is its protection from the laws?  Learn from the 

mistakes.  The future is getting worst and still there are these constant ideas of riping at our 

resources away from people/HHCA beneficaries in the communities that are affected.  Leave our 

land intact the way Iehovah, God has given as his gift to us.  No drilling, fracking or any 

deteriorating processess to our aina(s).  

As a Beneficiary, leave our Crown Trust Lands alone.  Instead, put a cap on population growth 

with people moving into Hawaii (excluding the aboriginal/indigenous Kanaka 

Maoli).   Our islands are always being abused and raped in many different ways.  Malama Aina 

means State/DHHL should Malama the kuleana of the aina not contribute pilikia that damage our 

aina.  Stop!  A'ole! 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/12/2026 1:17:30 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lucille N Lecker Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We respectfully submit this testimony in 

STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1982 HD1 with amendments, a bill that would authorize 

geological subsurface characterization activities under the guise of research, while undermining 

the cultural, environmental, and public health concerns deeply felt by many Native Hawaiians 

and community members. 

We submit this testimony in strong opposition to any bill or measure authorizing industrialized 

geothermal exploration and development that would result in drilling into Kupuna Pele within 

and throughout Moku o Keawe and equally in opposition to its statewide initiative on public trust 

lands and Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) Crown trust lands on any of our Moku 

of Hawai'i Nui Akea. 

BILL #: HB1982 HD1 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/12/2026 8:31:33 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheena Lopes Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

AOLE LOA TO GEOTHERMAL! Hewa!!! DHHL lands are not meant for exploring energy 

options, it is for returning Hawaiians back to aina and to live for generations. The beneficiaries 

do not want geothermal, it goes against everything as a Hawaiian and as a worshipper of Pele. 

This is an absolute insult to the Hawaiian people. ENOUGH ALREADY! 
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HB-1982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/12/2026 8:34:30 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pahnelopi mckenzie Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose  HB 1982 HD1 

Utilizing Hawaiian Homelands funds to support anything other getting people on their lots is 

ridiculous. How much land is stolen by the state and military, how much money our taxes go to 

the entities and still this bill suggests to then take money and land from the Hawaiian Homelands 

is obsured. This is money that would be used for more pillaging and desecration out side of 

taking care of the very people that are the only ones who should be guaranteed financal support 

and land to live.  This undermines trust and responsibility as stated for DHHL.  I am not sure 

who wrote this bill but how dare you continue to capitalize of what you call research and 

progress for new forms of energy. This bill is a further slap in the face to generations of people 

waiting to get home but cannot because of the baseline failures of DHHL requirements and slow 

speed to get people home. This Bill is a evil slide of disenfranchisement of a system and of 

people upholding occupation. This bill bypasses consent from beneficiaries, EIS, and the land 

itself.  

Please kill this bill as it is harmful at baseline to even suggest such and intrusion.  

Thank you Pahnelopi McKenzie 
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