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EOA’s Position: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department
of Health supports the intent of HB1975 HD1 as long as the measure does not conflict with,
reduce, or replace priorities in the executive budget.

Fiscal Implications: This measure would need an appropriation for FY2026-2027 and operating
funds for two full-time equivalent positions within HPHA.

Purpose and Justification: This measure repeals the sunset date and makes the State Rent
Supplement Program for Kiipuna permanent. As housing costs continue to rise, many older
adults—who often rely on Social Security or other fixed incomes—are increasingly unable to
meet basic needs. To afford rent, kiipuna are frequently forced to reduce spending on essential
items such as food, transportation, and medication. Even small disruptions in income can place
them at risk of eviction and homelessness.

The Program provides critical support by helping offset Hawai‘i’s high rental costs.


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=FIN&year=2026
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Stable housing can improve physical and mental well-being, support aging in place, and reduce
reliance on emergency shelters. A permanent program will safeguard kiipuna with continued
access to affordable housing.

Recommendation: We support the intent of this measure and defer to HPHA for permanent
implementation.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Honorable Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) supports House Bill (HB) 1975, HD1 which repeals
the sunset for the State Rent Supplement Program (RSP) for Kupuna and appropriates funds to

continue the program, including staffing to ensure its effective administration.

HPHA appreciates the Legislature’s continued commitment to this important program and would
welcome the opportunity to make the State RSP for Kupuna a permanent resource for at-risk
kupuna across Hawaii. The program has proven to be a targeted and cost-effective tool in
preventing eviction and homelessness among elderly residents living on fixed incomes. By
providing modest rental assistance, the program helps kupuna remain stably housed in their
communities and avoid the far greater social and fiscal costs associated with displacement and

homelessness.

Stable access to safe and affordable housing plays a critical role in supporting the health,
wellbeing, and quality of life of our kupuna. Reducing housing cost burdens helps alleviate
financial stress and contributes to improved mental and physical health outcomes, allowing

seniors to age in place with dignity and stability.

HPHA also supports the bill’s provision for staffing resources to administer the program.
Permanent authorization and staffing will allow HPHA to operate the program efficiently,
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ensure timely assistance to participants, and provide consistent coordination with landlords
and service providers statewide.

HPHA looks forward to continuing to work with the Legislature and other partners to address
Hawaii’s housing challenges and views this measure as an important part of the broader,
coordinated solution to support our vulnerable residents.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and for your continued commitment to
meeting housing needs of Hawaii’s kupuna.
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The Hawai‘i State Legislature

House Committee on Finance

Thursday, February 26, 2026
Conference Room 308, 2:00 p.m.

TO: The Honorable Chris Todd, Chair
FROM: Keali’'i S. Lépez, State Director
RE: Support for H.B. 1975, HD1 Relating to Kupuna Housing

Aloha Chair Todd and Members of the Committee:

My name is Keali’i Lopez and | am the State Director for AARP Hawai‘i. AARP is a nonpartisan,
social impact organization that advocates for individuals age 50 and older. We have a
membership of nearly 38 million nationwide and nearly 135,000 in Hawaii. We advocate at the
state and federal level for the issues that matter most to older adults and their families.

AARP supports H.B. 1975, HD1 which repeals the sunset date for the state rent supplement
program that specifically target qualified individuals who are sixty-two years of age or older and
are homeless or at imminent risk of becoming homeless.

Hawaii’s high cost of housing is making it unaffordable for many, but especially for those at low
or fixed income. These residents are more vulnerable of becoming dependent on other family
members for shelter, or face homelessness. According to Statista/AARP analysis of census data
available by United States Census Bureau (USCB), close to 387 older adults (age 65+) in Hawaii
are expected to be evicted in 2026 and more than 1,147 older adults (age 65+) are expected to
experience homelessness in 2026 in Hawaii. It is essential to assist older adults from facing
housing crisis and therefore, the proposed H.B.1975, HD1 will help many vulnerable kipuna
from being displaced from their residence.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify in support H.B. 1975, HD1.
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES HAWAI‘1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1975 HD1: RELATING TO KUPUNA HOUSING

TO: House Committee on Finance
FROM: Betty Lou Larson, Legislative Liaison, Catholic Charities Hawai‘i
Hearing: Thursday, February 26, 2026; via Videoconference or Room 308

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takanouchi, and Members, Committee on Finance:

Catholic Charities Hawai‘i strongly supports HB 1975 HD1, which makes the State Rent
Supplement Program for Kupuna permanent and appropriates funds to the Hawai'i Public
Housing Authority (HPHA) for positions to support the program.

Catholic Charities Hawai‘i (CCH) is a tax-exempt, community-based organization that has
provided social services in Hawai‘i for over 78 years, serving over 40,000 people annually across
the state. CCH serves elders, children, families, homeless individuals, veterans, and immigrants.
Our mission is to provide services and advocate for the most vulnerable people in Hawai‘i. We
have a long-standing history of leadership in affordable housing, homelessness solutions, and
child welfare.

CCH supports this bill to ensure that kupuna, and other low-income households, who are
homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness, or pay a high percentage of income for rent,
continue to receive critical rental assistance. Making this program permanent would give kupuna
and other households who have secured housing through this program the security to remain in
these homes. In January, 2026, 601 households, including 300 kupuna households, received this
rental subsidy. The total paid out to landlords was $248,335 for one month. These renters would
face homelessness without the ongoing continuation of the program as provided in this bill.

Hawai'i has seen a tragic surge in homeless kupuna. Catholic Charities Hawai‘i is witnessing a
growing number of elders experiencing homelessness for the first time—often due to losing
long-term rental housing as landlords rebuild or renovate, rising rents, losing a household
member’s income (e.g., due to the death of a spouse or partner), or facing health challenges.

CCH’s Housing Assistance Program (HAP) provides housing counseling for O‘ahu residents
aged 60+ seeking affordable rental housing. Most HAP clients have very low incomes and can
only afford $300 to $500 per month in rent, making rental assistance essential to prevent
homelessness. One HAP client was a 67-year-old male living in a container on a property with
no kitchen or bathroom. He was given notice to vacate. He then couch surfed with two of his
daughters or stayed in his vehicle. He got accepted into a new affordable senior housing project
which offered an “affordable” rent of $855/month for seniors with incomes below 30% of the
area median income (AMI). He was using more than 80% of his income to pay for rent.
HAP assisted him to apply for Rent Supplement which was a godsend. Now he is housed with a
truly affordable rent and can save funds for future needs or even future rent increases.

We urge your support for this bill. If you have any questions, please contact our Legislative
Liaison, Betty Lou Larson at (808) 527-4813.
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House Committee on Finance
Chair Chris Todd

Vice Chair Jenna Takenouchi
Members of the Committee

Re: HB 1975 HD 1 — Relating to Kupuna Housing — SUPPORT

Aloha kakou!

LeadingAge Pacific West is pleased to support House Bill 1975 HD1, which would make the State Rent Supplement
Program for Kupuna permanent and provide the supplemental funding and staffing necessary to sustain this critical
homelessness prevention tool for older adults.

LeadingAge Pacific West is a leading advocate for quality, mission-driven housing, care, and services for older adults
across the Pacific West region, including Hawai‘i. Our nonprofit members include providers of affordable senior
housing, residential care facilities for the elderly (assisted living), life plan communities, skilled nursing care, and home
and community-based services.

HB 1975 HD1 builds on a proven program that has already helped prevent eviction and homelessness among some of
Hawai‘i’s most vulnerable kupuna by providing modest rental assistance. As the Legislature has recognized, even
relatively small rent subsidies can make the difference between housing stability and homelessness for older adults
living on fixed incomes in a state with an exceptionally high cost of living.

We strongly support the bill’s proposal to remove the program’s sunset date and make it permanent. Housing instability
among older adults is not a temporary challenge, and permanency provides the predictability needed for both residents
and administrators.

Preventing homelessness among kupuna not only improves health and quality-of-life outcomes but also helps the state
avoid far more costly downstream impacts on emergency services and health care systems. HB 1975 HD1 represents a
thoughtful, cost-effective investment in housing stability and aging with dignity.

For these reasons, LeadingAge Pacific West is pleased to support HB 1975 HD1 and thanks the Committee for its
leadership on this important measure. We welcome the opportunity to serve as a resource as this bill moves forward.
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Harrison Linder
Assistant Director of Housing Policy

LeadingAge Pacific West e 1099 Alakea Street, Suite 2530, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ¢ P: 916-392-5111 « F: 916-428-4250
www.leadingagepacificwest.org



HB-1975-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/24/2026 7:41:27 PM
Testimony for FIN on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sara Lenzer Medeiros Individual Support Wr1tteno"lr“§}s/t1mony

Comments:

Please support this very important Bill to extend the rent supplement for our seniors. I know
many elder people who are struggling, keeping up with the very high costs of rent, here on
Hawaii island. Many of them have gotten quite creative by taking in others in similar
circumstances. Although the house that they are renting does not have much room, they are
squeezing in many people just to make rent. They count on the gift of the supplement to help
them just get by.

The program has been very successful and keeping these people with shelter. Otherwise they
might be out on the streets. In Kona unfortunately, there is little public shelter available that has
openings. So it's doubly important to keep people in the housing they have.

I ask you to please support extending the supplemental funds for rentals to Kupuna. thank you
for the opportunity to give input.



HB-1975-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/24/2026 11:29:27 PM
Testimony for FIN on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support ertteno"lr“j}s/tlmony
Comments:

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Support
1975 HB RELATING TO KUPUNA HOUSING.

TO INCLUDE DHHL FUTURE PROJECTS
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