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from age 45 to age 75 years. In 2020, 70% of people ages 45 to 75 reported meeting the new 1 

colorectal screening guidelines and the rate went down slightly in 2022 to 67%. In 2020, when 2 

people were asked about their healthcare coverage and meeting screening guidelines, 71% of 3 

people with healthcare coverage met the colorectal cancer screening guidelines compared to 4 

42% who did not have healthcare coverage.2 5 

Offered Amendments:  Change “Medicare” to “Medicaid” on page 1, line 16. 6 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this measure. 7 

 
2 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System, 2020 and 2022. Retrieved 1/30/26 from: 
https://hhdw.org/report/query/result/brfss/ColonScrn4575/ColonScrn4575Crude11_.html  







 

 

Testimony to the House Joint Committee on Health, and Human Services and 
Homelessness 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026; 9:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

Via Videoconference 
 
 

RE:  HOUSE BILL NO. 1969, RELATING TO COLORECTAL CANCER. 
 
 
Chair Takayama, Chair Marten, and Members of the Joint Committee: 
 
 The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA) is a 501(c)(3) organization established to advocate 
for, expand access to, and sustain high quality care through the statewide network of Community Health 
Centers throughout the State of Hawaii.  The HPCA SUPPORTS House Bill No. 1969, RELATING TO 
COLORECTAL CANCER. 
 
 By way of background, the HPCA represents Hawaii's Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs).  
FQHCs provide desperately needed medical services at the frontlines to over 150,000 patients each year 
who live in rural and underserved communities.  Long considered champions for creating a more 
sustainable, integrated, and wellness-oriented system of health, FQHCs provide a more efficient, more 
effective and more comprehensive system of healthcare. 
 
 This measure, as received by your Committee, would require public and private health insurers, 
including managed care plans administered by the Department of Human Services (DHS), to provide 
coverage for all colorectal cancer screenings in the State consistent with the Affordable Care Act 
implementation frequently asked questions published by the United States Department of Labor, United 
States Department of Health and Human Services, and the United States Department of the Treasury.  
In addition, the bill clarifies that the new requirements applicable to DHS be contingent upon the 
availability of general funds for that purpose. 
 
 The bill would take effect on July 1, 2026. 
 
 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), colorectal cancer -- cancer of 
the colon or rectum -- is one of the most commonly diagnosed cancers in the United States, and is the 
second leading cancer killer in the United States.  The CDC estimates that if all adults aged 50 or older 
had regular screening tests for colon cancer, as many as 60% of the deaths from colorectal cancer could 
be prevented.  Risks and benefits of using different screening methods, such as stool-based tests, 
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sigmoidoscopies, and colonoscopies, vary.  The US Preventive Service Task Forces recommends that 
screening begin at age 50 and continue until age 75; however, testing may need to begin earlier or be 
more frequent if colorectal cancer runs in the family, or if there is a previous diagnosis of inflammatory 
bowel disease.  
 
 HPCA fully and wholeheartedly supports efforts to promote screening and awareness of 
colorectal cancer in the State of Hawaii.  As a former member of the Colorectal Cancer Screening Working 
Group that was established in 2017, the HPCA joins the American Cancer Society, the American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action Network, and other community partners in supporting this measure. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact Public Affairs and Policy Director Erik K. Abe at 536-8442, or eabe@hawaiipca.net. 





mailto:Cynthia.Au@Cancer.org


https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2026/2026-cancer-facts-and-figures.pdf
https://cancerstatisticscenter.cancer.org/?_ga=2.223912283.132505599.1678494130-665752886.1652681132#!/state/Hawaii
https://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencerates/index.php?stateFIPS=15&areatype=county&cancer=020&race=48&sex=0&age=001&stage=999&year=0&type=incd&sortVariableName=rate&sortOrder=default&output=0#results
https://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencerates/index.php?stateFIPS=15&areatype=county&cancer=020&race=48&sex=0&age=001&stage=999&year=0&type=incd&sortVariableName=rate&sortOrder=default&output=0#results
https://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencerates/index.php?stateFIPS=15&areatype=county&cancer=020&race=48&sex=0&age=001&stage=999&year=0&type=incd&sortVariableName=rate&sortOrder=default&output=0#results
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Sincerely, 

Daryl Kurozawa, MD, FACS 

Kealakekua, Hawaii. 96750 

 







https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2026/bills/HB1969_.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2844189?guestAccessKey=5eabd609-08b0-47c7-a738-916c7acdcc37&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=012226
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2844189?guestAccessKey=5eabd609-08b0-47c7-a738-916c7acdcc37&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=012226
https://cancerstatisticscenter.cancer.org/states/hawaii
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1969&year=2026


HB-1969 

Submitted on: 1/30/2026 8:33:00 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2026 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Support 

1969 HB RELATING TO 

COLORECTAL CANCER. 
HLT/HSH 

329 VIA 

VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Feb 4, 2026 

9:00 AM 

 





Sincerely, 

Joshua Fowler 

Kapolei, HI 96707 

 





Sincerely, 

Jennifer Hausler 

Pearl City, 96782 

 





Wailuku, 96793 
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Submitted on: 2/2/2026 8:47:46 AM 
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Karen Story Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair Takayama, Chair Marten and joint committee members: 

My name is Karen Story and I am a member of the UH Cancer Center's Community Advisory 

Board. I am in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1969: Relating to Colorectal Cancer. I am a 2 year 

cancer survivor and work in cancer program administration for one of the large health systems in 

our state. 

Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in our state. Colonoscopy is 

incredibly effective as both a diagnostic and preventative procedure. However, the best screening 

is the one the patient will do, which sometimes is a home stool-based test. Often times, it is our 

most vulnerable community memebers who choose this screening type because they can't take 

time off work for a screening colonoscopy. Then, if the stool test comes back positive, a 

colonoscopy should be the next step. I have seen over and over again that our underinsured or 

low income community members choose to NOT have a diagnostic colonoscopy for two reasons: 

1) they can't take time off work and 2) they can't afford the cost sharing related to a diagnostic 

procedure. This bill would remove that 2nd barrier. Stool-based tests are very effective and cost-

effective, but only when the patient can get in to a diagnostic colonocopy as follow-up. Please 

help our community access this important aspect of cancer prevention and screening. 
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Elton Fukumoto Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

To the Chairs and members of the HLT and HSH Committees: 

  

I support HB1969. 

Colorectal screening is necessary, yet expensive, even with insurance.  The financial assistance 

provided by this bill will make screening more widely available and thus be able to detect colon 

cancer at early manageable stages. 

Elton Fukumoto 

 



���������	��
���������
������������������������������������������������

��������	�
�����
���
�����������������������������������
�����

����������
��
�
���
������������������� �������!�������"�#�����������
�$��������%�
��������

����

$����������&��
��'(�&���
�������
�)����*�#
%����������
�
����
��
����������
�������**��
��%�
�'+���������
����
��#�����#
���#��#����#�������(��)������'���)����
�����
��
���
���
��
��
�
�#�*���
�
��#��#���*�
���
��
�������
�,�
��-
����)"�
������������
�����+(�

)�#����
��������%�%��
���
��
��
����#�����
�*����#�������
������
�����#��
���������
������
�
*��.��
�.���#������������#��
����#�����#
���#��#����#�������(��/�%��
���
�����
��
�
#�����
��#��,�����
�*�����
�
��������*����
�,�������#����
�����
����
���
,����
*����#����(��	������
��
�
�����
������0-1��#��������
�
���
��##������
�����������
�����
*���
�
��#��#���,�����
�
�
�#
�
���
����
���
������
����
��
���2�
�
��3�������
��������
�
�����
�(�

)�������
������
�
���������%���
����
�
����
���#������#��
�#���
��
���
������������
�����#��������
#���#�������%�4��
������#����5���#��(����#���
������
�,��
�%���#��
����
���%�#�����#�����
���
�6���������
����6�#���#�(��������#��������%�����
�������
���#��#!����.���
����
��
���������
�����
#�����#������
�.��
�
���(�

������#
���#��#������!��*���
�
��#��#��������%
����������
���
�����,����
�
�#
�
������(�
-#����������.�����.������
�#���
������
�%�����������.��
���
���
����
���,��������4
����
����
�#����#��
�(��7�
�
����������
�.�
�����
��������%������#��������
���
��#��
���##����
���������������#!��%�#�����
��
�%����,4�*(�

�'+������*�����
�����������%����
�*�
�,��
�#�������
�������*�(�'���8*��
�����##����
��
��#�����
�
�#�����#
���#��#����#����������
���
�#����9���#������
����
���#�����������

���������������*���������
��
�������
�
�#
���������
�����

����%���#!��������*�������
�������
��
����
��
��
��%�#�����.��������
�����(�

1������������.����,�
��
�������4
����*����#�������
���������
�9���#������*�#
���%���
�4
�
����#��#����)��
������������.��
��
�������������
�������
�����
��
��
���*��.��
�����#��#���
,��
���
�
�#
�
(��'+�����6�������,����:��#����
���
�
��*��.��
������5��
�����
�
#��*��������������
�#���(�

)����*�#
%�����������������**��
�%����'+���(�

$��������������%��������
�������������.�#�����
������#����
���
�
��
�������
����
�,���4
�������%�
���*��*����%���,����(�



;��*�#
%����������

�
��
�

�

&��
��'(�&���
����
'���)����
����,�����
$�
��
�
�#�0���
�
�����#���0�
���
�
)����������������
��;�����#��-#���
��
�������
/��.����
���%���,��������#������
���
��

��







TESTIMONY OF ROBERT TOYOFUKU IN SUPPORT OF H.B. NO. 1969 RELATING 

TO COLORECTAL CANCER 

 

    DATE: Wednesday, February 4, 2026 

    TIME:   9:00 a.m. 

 

 

To:  Chairpersons Gregg Takayama and Lisa Marten and Members of the House Committee on 

Health and the House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness: 

 My name is Bob Toyofuku and I am presenting testimony as an individual in Support of 

H.B. 1969 relating to Colorectal Cancer.  I am in support of this measure because of my personal 

experience with family members who have had colorectal cancer. 

 The evidence indicates that colorectal cancer is a highly treatable disease if detected 

early.  According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), colorectal cancer is the third most 

diagnosed cancer and the third leading cause of cancer deaths.  It also appears that colorectal 

cancer rates are increasing among young adults. 

 Early detection and regular screening (Colonoscopies) are essential to prevent the cancer 

from developing.  If detected early enough, it can prevent the spreading of the cancer cells.  

Early screening will prevent potential cancer deaths and will also save future medical costs. 

 I strongly urge this committee to pass this bill.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

  

 

 

 



https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3322/caac.21772
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6910a1.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2021/20_0496.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
keohokapuleeloy1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

keohokapuleeloy1
Late



https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5910186/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8497428/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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