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to 75 reported meeting the new colorectal screening guidelines and the rate went down slightly 1 

in 2022 to 67%.  In 2024, when people were asked about their healthcare coverage and 2 

meeting screening guidelines, 72% of people with healthcare coverage met the colorectal 3 

cancer screening guidelines compared to 29% who did not have healthcare coverage.2,3 4 

Offered Amendments:  None 5 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this measure. 6 

 
2 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System, 2020 and 2022. Retrieved 1/30/26 from: 
https://hhdw.org/report/query/result/brfss/ColonScrn4575/ColonScrn4575Crude11_.html  
3 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System, 2024, Retrieved 2/25/2026 from:  
https://hhdw.org/report/query/result/brfss/ColonScrn4575/ColonScrn4575Crude11_.html  

















 

 

Testimony to the House Committee on Finance 
Friday, February 27, 2026; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

Via Videoconference 
 
 

RE:  HOUSE BILL NO. 1969, HOUSE DRAFT 2, RELATING TO COLORECTAL CANCER. 
 
 
Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Joint Committee: 
 
 The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA) is a 501(c)(3) organization established to advocate 
for, expand access to, and sustain high quality care through the statewide network of Community Health 
Centers throughout the State of Hawaii.  The HPCA SUPPORTS House Bill No. 1969, House Draft 2, 
RELATING TO COLORECTAL CANCER. 
 
 By way of background, the HPCA represents Hawaii's Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs).  
FQHCs provide desperately needed medical services at the frontlines to over 150,000 patients each year 
who live in rural and underserved communities.  Long considered champions for creating a more 
sustainable, integrated, and wellness-oriented system of health, FQHCs provide a more efficient, more 
effective and more comprehensive system of healthcare. 
 
 This measure, as received by your Committee, would: 
 

(1) Require the Department of Human Services to provide State-funded financial assistance, 
as appropriated by the Legislature, to pay for colorectal cancer screenings for eligible 
residents of the State; 

 
(2) Require health insurance coverage to include a follow-up colonoscopy after a positive 

test result; and 
 
(3) Specify that coverage not subject the insured to a deductible, copayment, coinsurance, 

or any other cost-sharing requirement. 
 
 The bill would take effect on July 1, 3000. 
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 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), colorectal cancer -- cancer of 
the colon or rectum -- is one of the most commonly diagnosed cancers in the United States, and is the 
second leading cancer killer in the United States.  The CDC estimates that if all adults aged 50 or older 
had regular screening tests for colon cancer, as many as 60% of the deaths from colorectal cancer could 
be prevented.  Risks and benefits of using different screening methods, such as stool-based tests, 
sigmoidoscopies, and colonoscopies, vary.  The US Preventive Service Task Forces recommends that 
screening begin at age 50 and continue until age 75; however, testing may need to begin earlier or be 
more frequent if colorectal cancer runs in the family, or if there is a previous diagnosis of inflammatory 
bowel disease.  
 
 HPCA fully and wholeheartedly supports efforts to promote screening and awareness of 
colorectal cancer in the State of Hawaii.  As a former member of the Colorectal Cancer Screening Working 
Group that was established in 2017, the HPCA joins the American Cancer Society, the American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action Network, and other community partners in supporting this measure. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact Public Affairs and Policy Director Erik K. Abe at 536-8442, or eabe@hawaiipca.net. 
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Comments:  

Aloha! I absolutely support this bill. Not only as a Guam Pacific ACS Director, a Stage 4 Cancer 

survivor but for all those that have missed that they have colon cancer which is rapdily becoming 

more treatable if caught early. Getting screened is trending and that is nothing but great news! 

We need to make it easier and this is certainly one way thru this bill.  Lastly my biggest "why" is 

my dad died of colon/anal cancer.  Mahalo for allowing the testimony to hopefully help you 

decision to support.   
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Comments:  

Thank you chairman Chris Todd, Jenna Takenouchi and committee members, My name is 

Mickey LaVarre and I am an advocate for the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 

and a retired Oncology nurse from Wilcox Hospital on Kauai. I am in very strong support of 

HB1969 HD2 relating to Colorectal cancer. Having been an oncology nurse for the last 20 years 

on Kauai I have seen younger and younger patients presenting to our unit with advanced 

colorectal cancer. Many delay treatment due to fear, financial issues and not having any health 

care coverage. Early detection is the best defense against this treatable cancer.....if we catch it 

early enough. I know as a state we can do better than we have. This bill is instramental in helping 

us detect this cancer earlier and getting patients the care that will save their lives. Thank you for 

your dedication to helping us fight this disease. Sincerely Mickey LaVarre RN from Kapaa 

96746  
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https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/EBSA/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/faqs/aca-part-51.pdf
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Pearl City, HI  96782 

  

 









Sincerely, 

Joshua Fowler 

Kapolei, HI 96707 

 





 





Cheryl K. Okuma 

Wailuku, 96793 
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Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae l. Perry, STRONGLY SUPPORT 

1969 HB RELATING TO COLORECTAL CANCER. 
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Comments:  

Chair Tpdd. Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the House Finance Committee: 

My name is Elton Fukumoto, and I support HB1969 HD2. 

One of my previous employers switched health insurance companies.  When I had my second 

colonoscopy in five years, I was informed that the new insurance company would cover only 

40% of the cost, not 80% like to previous insurer.  I had to pay an unexpected additional $2000. 

Many people cannot afford that kind of expenditure because they do not have $2000 lying 

around. 

This bill will help many people afford the screening care they desperately need. 

Thank you. 

Elton Fukumoto 
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