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John & Rita Shockley Free Access Coalition Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha! 

     The Free Access Coalition supports HB1929.A 

     The devastation caused by the Coconut Rhino Beetle is obvious.  What we need is a 

comprehensive plan to control this and other invasive species that are ruining our fragile 

ecosystem. 

     Mahalo for your time. 

 





 
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

March 3, 2026  2:00 PM  Conference Room 308 
 

In SUPPORT of HB1929 HD1: RELATING TO BIOSECURITY 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 
 
On behalf of our over 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i 
SUPPORTS HB1929 HD1, which would provide critical funding for the development of a 
biosecurity plan for the island of Moloka‘i – a critical need in light of the devastating 
impacts that invasive pests may have on its ecological integrity, cultural practices, 
agricultural activities, and ways of life.   
 
Last year, the people of Moloka‘i and their supporters from across Hawai‘i convinced 
the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity to adopt historic, interim protections against the 
import of coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB) host material to the island. As a result, 
Molokaʻi remains free of CRB, which is otherwise devastating Hawaiian communities on 
Oʻahu and Kauaʻi, and spreading rapidly in West Hawaiʻi Island. Notably, the Molokaʻi 
effort recognized the devastating impacts that CRB could have on Molokaʻi, a kīpuka of 
Hawaiian practices, values, and lifestyles that define our islands and our host culture, 
and that can provide key lessons to Hawaiʻi and the planet about the value of 
indigenous knowledge in navigating the climate crisis.  
 
However, the interim protections adopted for Molokaʻi are just that – a temporary interim 
intervention while longer-term solutions are explored and developed. This measure 
would provide the follow-up support necessary to develop a long-term, 
comprehensive strategy to protect Molokaʻi, and by extension, our islands’ cultural 
heritage and key to a resilient future, from the threats of CRB and other invasive 
pests. 
 
Accordingly, the Sierra Club of Hawaiʻi respectfully urges the Committee to PASS 
HB1929 HD1. Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 
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Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-

Faborito 

Ho'olehua Homesteader's 

Assn. 
Support 

Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

Strong support as a homesteader on Molokai. Much needing on island inspection facility 
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laurel brier 
Kauai Climate Action 

Coalition 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

It is horrific what is happening to farms on Kauai with the spread of CRB.  Something the State 

was aware of for over 10 years but allowed it to go unaddressed and now we pay the 

price.  Protect Molokai before it is too late.  Molokai is the future 
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House of Representatives  
Committee on Finance 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 
2:00 PM Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 
State Capitol 
 
 

Testimony in Support of HB 1929 HD1 
 

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 
 
The Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species (CGAPS) is in support of HB 1929 HD1, Relating 
to Biosecurity, which provides funds to develop a biosecurity plan and inspection and 
quarantine staff and facilities for the Island of Molokai.   
 
As noted in the bill, at this time, Molokai is free from the State’s highest-impact invasive 
species, including coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB), little fire ant (LFA), coqui frog, the pathogen 
that causes Rapid Ohia Death (ROD), and Miconia.  The establishment of any one of these 
invasives could cause severe and possibly irreparable damage to Molokai’s economy, natural 
and cultural resources, and way of life.  Unfortunately, there is no Department of Agriculture 
and Biosecurity (DAB) inspector or facility on Molokai, and no specific plan to prevent the 
introduction of these and other invasive species to the Island.   
 
In 2025, Molokai residents successfully petitioned DAB for an interim administrative rule to 
protect Molokai from the introduction of CRB.  The interim rule prohibits the movement of CRB 
host material to the Island.  That rule will expire in September 2026, leaving Molokai vulnerable 
to CRB introduction.   
 
The funds made available in HB 1929 will allow DAB to develop a biosecurity plan for Molokai’s 
unique needs that prioritizes community and interagency engagement and provides the staffing 
and facilities needed to inspect and monitor high-risk commodities and pathways.  Without 
specific action to protect Molokai from high-impact invasive species, it is likely only a matter of 
time until these species are introduced to the Island. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and to support Molokai’s biosecurity and 
HB 1929 HD1. 
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Aloha, 
 

 
Christy Martin  
CGAPS Program Manager 
 
 

 
Stephanie Easley  
CGAPS Legal Fellow 
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President: Bret Nainoa Mossman | Vice President: Les Welsh | Secretary: Colleen Heyer  
Treasurer: Mashuri Waite, PhD | 

Directors: Erica Amundson, Puanani Anderson-Fung, Maka‘ala Ka‘aumoana, Steven Lee Montgomery, PhD,  
Emily Sarasa| 

Executive Director: Jonnetta “Jonee” Peters  Operations and Events Manager: Leah Kocher 
National Wildlife Federation Region 12 Director: Rachel Sprague 

National Wildlife Federation Pacific Region Associate Director: Emily Martin 
Kō Hawaiʻi leo no nā holoholona lōhiu – Hawaiʻi’s voice for wildlife | State Affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation 

March 1, 2026 
 
Hawai‘i State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Dear Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Committee Members, 
 
Aloha mai, my name is Jonnetta Peters, Executive Director of Conservation Council for Hawai‘i (CCH), a non-profit 
environmental and conservation organization who serves to protect and save native species and their habitats. CCH is 
also the Hawai‘i affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation and I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of PASS HB1929 HD1. 
 
Molokaʻi is known as a “kīpuka” island, where Native Hawaiian values, practices, and relationships between and among 
people and ʻāina continue to persevere, despite the dynamic changes our islands have seen over the last two centuries. 
Notably, climate scientists and cultural practitioners alike agree that places like Molokaʻi, still steeped in time-tested, 
indigenous wisdom, may hold the key to our future resilience as humanity contends with an ever-destabilizing climate.   
 
Unfortunately, Molokaʻi remains at constant risk of exposure to potentially devastating invasive pests, such as the 
coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB). The introduction and establishment of such invasive species on the island may 
permanently impact the ecological integrity, cultural practices, food security, and ways of life for Molokaʻi and its 
people. This in turn may not only rob all of Hawaiʻi and the world of the unique beauty and cultural heritage maintained 
by Molokaʻi Nui A Hina, but also inhibit us from learning and applying the knowledge and insight that has been 
maintained by its communities in the highly uncertain decades to come. 
 
While Molokaʻi has been able to get the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity to promulgate temporary rules to restrict 
the movement of CRB host material to the island, a much more comprehensive, long-term strategy is needed to truly 
protect the island from the devastating impacts of CRB and other invasive pests. This measure would accordingly 
provide critical resources for the development of a much-needed biosecurity plan for the island. 
 
Therefore, I respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB1929 HD1 and keep the island of Moloka‘i environmentally 
safe, food source secure, and the cultural integrity intact.   
 
Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify, 
 
 
 
Jonnetta Peters 
Executive Director 
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Denise Boisvert Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

It is time for Hawai'i to stop rolling out the red carpet to 

invasive species! 

Are you going to let Moloka'i be devastated like all the other 

islands have been?   

This bill needs to pass, like, yesterday! 
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Soo Sun Choe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Committee Members, 

I strongly support HB 1929 and respectfully ask that you pass this bill. 

Over the past few years on the North Shore of Oahu, CRB has gone from an occasional cause for 

curiousity in the compost pile to finding them every time we apply compost at the farm. The 

devastation of the dead coconut trees along the road by Dillingham Ranch should be fair warning 

to everyone that the presence of CRB utterly wipes out niu from the foodscape.  If Moloka'i can 

stay CRB free it will be of benefit to the whole state, as a safe repository of niu.  

Mahalo, 

Soo Sun Choe 

 





 



























Madison Owens 
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Noel Shaw Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass this bill. CRB requires resources to address and if we commit to acting on this issue, 

we can defeat the infestation just like little red fire ants. 

In our homestead community, we were able to use fire ant resources to address an infestation and 

we're really greatful. But now a CRB has begun to infest the community and the few niu and lolu 

left are under threat. 

 



To:  Representative Chris Todd, Chair 
 Representative Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair 
 Committee on Finance 
 
From: Veronica Moore, Individual Citizen 
 
Date:  March 1, 2026 
 
RE:  House Bill 1929 HD1 

Measure Title: RELATING TO BIOSECURITY. 
Report Title: Molokai; Biosecurity; Quarantine Facility; Molokai Biosecurity Plan; 
DAB; GO Bonds; Appropriation ($) 
  

To All Concerned, 
 
My name is Veronica Moore and I support House Bill 1929 HD1. Thank you for your 
consideration.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
Veronica M. Moore 
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Thomas Brandt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

SUPPORT 

 









Therefore, I respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB1929 HD1.  Mahalo nui for the 

opportunity to testify.  

  

Sincerely, 

Sydney Chung  
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Patricia Blair Individual Support 
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Comments:  

Strongly support  
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Seuta'atia Cochran Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Seuta'atia Cochran 

Ewa Beach, 'Iolani Schools 
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