
mailto:hawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission@gmail.com
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtq-commission/


https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtqiaplus-glossary/
mailto:hawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission@gmail.com
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtq-commission/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtqiaplus-glossary/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtq-commission/


Chair 
JENNIFER STOTTER 

Commissioners 
EDIE IGNACIO NEUMILLER | STACEY MONIZ 
ROSE MEDINA KEMNA | MELISSA SOTELO 

Executive Director  
LLASMIN CHAINE 

 

humanservices.hawaii.gov/hscsw/ | dhs.hscsw@dhs.hawaii.gov 

           
February 8, 2026 

 
Position: SUPPORT of HB1875, Relating to Health Care 
 
To: Representatives Gregg Takayama and Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chairs 
 Representatives Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy and Tina Nakada Grandinetti, Vice Chairs 

Members of the House Committees on Health, and Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 

From:  Llasmin Chaine, LSW, Executive Director, Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women 
 

Re:  Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1875, Relating to Health Care 
 

Hearing: Wednesday, February 11, 2026, 2:00 p.m. 
   Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

On behalf of the Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women, I would like to thank the committee for 
hearing this important bill.  I would like to express our strong support of HB1875 as it directly advances the 
Commission’s mission to promote equality, health, and safety for women and girls in Hawaii. HB1875 enables 
vital protections for those seeking and providing reproductive and gender-affirming health care, areas that 
are central to bodily autonomy and the well-being of women and girls across the state. 
  
This bill helps ensure that individuals can access and deliver necessary health services without fear of 
discrimination, harassment, or legal retaliation. The Commission recognizes that access to comprehensive 
reproductive and gender-affirming care is fundamental to gender equity, as barriers to such care 
disproportionately impact women, girls, and gender-diverse individuals, particularly those already facing 
systemic discrimination or violence. 
  
The bill’s provisions protect local providers of lawful reproductive and gender-affirming care from out of 
state interference and are aligned with best practices. Additionally, the measure’s outlined protections help 
prevent the chilling effect that insurer actions can have on a provider’s willingness to offer essential services, 
thereby safeguarding access for patients. Additionally, clarifying the permitted disclosures of protected health 
information in response to evolving federal regulations is important for maintaining patient privacy, safety, 
and trust. 
  
I respectfully urge this Committee to pass HB1875, in support of patient privacy and local health care 
providers. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony. 
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HONOLULU, HAWAI’I 96813 
TELEPHONE: 808-586-1400 FAX: 808-586-1412 

EMAIL: oip@hawaii.gov 

To: House Committees on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
   and on Health 

From: Carlotta Amerino, Director 

Date: February 11, 2026, 2:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

Re: Testimony on H.B. No. 1875 
Relating to Health Care 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, which would, 
among other things, amend protections for reproductive health care services to 
include gender-affirming health care services. The Office of Information Practices 

(OIP) takes no position on the substance of this bill, but supports the proposed 
amendment to section 323J-4, HRS, which would fix a potential conflict between the 
existing language of that section and chapter 92F, HRS, the Uniform Information 

Practices Act (UIPA). 
That section currently prohibits government agencies as defined in the UIPA 

and their employees from providing any information “in furtherance of any out-of- 

state or interstate investigation or proceeding seeking to impose civil or criminal 
liability” for the provision, use of, or assistance related to reproductive health care 
services.   Since the definition of “agency” is explicitly based on that used in the 

UIPA, the prohibition is clearly intended to apply to UIPA requests. The problem is 
that the prohibition on disclosing information applies not just to patient health 
information or similarly confidential information but to information in general, and 
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it is not limited to a situation in which the agency or employee furnishing 
information actually knows that the record request was made in connection with an 

investigation or proceeding seeking to impose liability. An agency providing records 
as required under the UIPA could thereby find itself in violation of section 323J-4, 
HRS. 

This bill (at page 13 line 8) would amend section 323J-4, HRS, to limit the 
prohibition to situations where an agency discloses nonpublic information under the 
UIPA in furtherance of an investigation or proceeding seeking to impose liability as 

described.   This amendment makes clear that the general prohibition on disclosure 
does not bar an agency from disclosing public records, and OIP supports it. 

Thank you for considering OIP’s testimony. 



 
Chair Takayama 
Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy 
House Committee on Health 
 
Chair Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Grandinetti 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
2:00 PM 

 
TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1875 RELATING TO HEALTH CARE 

 
Aloha Members of the House Committee on Health and Committee on Consumer Protection & 

Commerce, 

 

The Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission was first created through Act 106 in 2018, “to advise the 

governor and legislature on the effects of legislative policies, needs, assessments, priorities, 

programs, and budgets concerning the youth of the State.” The Hawaiʻi State Youth 

Commission’s Public Health legislative committee is in strong support of  HB1875.  

 

HB1875 expands existing protections under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include patients, providers, and 

individuals who assist others in accessing gender-affirming health care services, shielding them 

from out-of-state investigations and prosecutions. Specifically, the measure ensures that Hawai’i 

courts and state agencies do not cooperate with external abusive litigation–civil and criminal 

legal actions–targeting individuals for undertaking lawful health care services within our state. 

keohokapuleeloy1
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This clarification is necessary to prevent the adverse effect that interstate enforcement attempts, 

including subpoenas or civil liability claims, may have on both patients and providers.  

 

Approximately 3.6% of Hawaii’s youth aged 13-17 identify as transgender, compared to 

approximately 3.3% nationally1. Nationally, approximately 39%2 of all transgender youth ages 

13–17 live in one of the 26 states that have passed bans on gender-affirming care. Major medical 

organizations including the American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, 

and the American Psychological Association recognize gender-affirming care as evidence-based 

treatment, and research associates access with improved mental health outcomes3. A 2024 

national survey4 found that 39% of LGBTQ+ youth seriously considered attempting suicide that 

year alone, including 46% of transgender and non-binary youth, and that half of those who 

sought mental health services were unable to access them. Clear legal protections help safeguard 

continuity of care and reduce barriers for vulnerable youth.  

 

Hawaii has consistently affirmed its commitment to protecting bodily autonomy and access to 

safe and legal health care services. Individuals should not face investigation, prosecution, or civil 

liability across state lines for seeking, providing, or assisting access to care in Hawaii. For these 

reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to PASS HB1875. 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,  

 

The Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission 

hawaiistateyc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

4 https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2024/  

3 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/political-minds/202201/the-evidence-trans-youth-gender-affirmi
ng-medical-care  

2 https://www.hrc.org/resources/attacks-on-gender-affirming-care-by-state-map  
1 https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/trans-adults-united-states/  
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https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/political-minds/202201/the-evidence-trans-youth-gender-affirming-medical-care
https://www.hrc.org/resources/attacks-on-gender-affirming-care-by-state-map
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/trans-adults-united-states/
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Date:  February 8, 2026 
  
To:​ Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair 

Representative Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair 
      ​ Members of the House Committee on Health 
 
​ Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 

Representative Tina Nakada Grandinetti, Vice Chair​ ​ ​ ​
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and 
Commerce 

 
RE:      ​Support for HB 1875, Relating To Health Care  
  
Hrg:   ​Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 2:00 PM, Conference Room 329 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute,1 supports HB 1875  relating to health care. 
This bill expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include 
gender-affirming health care services.  
 
Gender-Affirming Care Promotes Overall Wellness  
A 2022 study by Stanford University School of Medicine found that positive 
mental health outcomes were higher for transgender people who accessed 
hormone replacement therapy as teenagers.2 Moreover, a review of 53 studies 
published in the Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health found that after 
receiving gender-affirming care, depression, anxiety, suicidality, suicide attempts, 
and gender dysphoria were significantly reduced.3  
 
Support from Health Organizations 
In 2016, the American Public Health Association (APHA) released a 
statement entitled “Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health 
through Inclusive Policies and Practices” that states, in part, that the 
APHA “urges Congress and state legislatures to enact legislation to 
protect the rights, legal benefits, and access to services of people of all 
gender identities and expressions.”4 

4Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health through Inclusive Policies and 
Practices, American Public Health Association, 2018.  

3 Mental health and quality of life outcomes of gender-affirming surgery: A systematic 
literature review,  Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health, 2023.  

2Better mental health found among transgender people who started hormones as teens, 
Stanford Medicine, 2022.  

1 Hawai‘i Public Health Institute’s mission is to advance health and wellness for the people 
and islands of Hawai‘i. We do this through expanding our understanding of what creates 
health of people and place, fostering partnerships , and cultivating programs to improve 
policies, systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play. 
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Moreover, the American Psychological Association’s (APA) Policy Statement on Affirming 
Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender, Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary Individuals, 
Addressing Misinformation, and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science asserts that “the 
APA underscores the necessity for access to comprehensive, gender-affirming healthcare for 
transgender, gender-diverse, and nonbinary children, adolescents, and adults.”5  
 
Attorney General Statement 
On February 4, 2025, Hawai‘i Attorney General Anne Lopez joined a coalition of 14 attorneys 
general to reaffirm their commitment to protect access to gender-affirming care. In a publicly 
released statement the coalition noted, “As state attorneys general, we stand firmly in support of 
healthcare policies that respect the dignity and rights of all people. Health care decisions should 
be made by patients, families and doctors, not by a politician trying to restrict freedoms. 
Gender-affirming care is essential, lifesaving medical treatment that supports individuals in living 
as their authentic selves.”6 
 
Across the nation, we are witnessing sweeping efforts to restrict access to gender-affirming care 
for transgender individuals, including a presidential executive order that would end federal 
funding to medical institutions that provide gender-affirming care.7 In response, our state has an 
obligation to protect the fundamental right to health care for the LGBTQ+ community, as well as 
the patients and medical practitioners who seek and provide such care.  
 
We hope you will pass this bill to safeguard access to basic health care for our island home.  
 
 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Policy and Advocacy Associate  

7President Trump Issues EO Intended to Restrict Gender-Affirming Care for Minors, Association of American Medical 
Colleges, January 2025.  

6Attorney General Lopez and 13 Other Attorneys General Issue Joint Statement on Protecting Access to 
Gender-Affirming Care, February 4, 2025.  

5 APA Policy Statement on Affirming Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender, Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary 
Individuals, Addressing Misinformation, and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science, American Psychological 
Association, 2024.  
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Committee:   House Committees on Health & Consumer Protection and 

Commerce 
Hearing Date/Time:  Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 2:00 P.M. 
Place:    Conference Room 329 & Via Videoconference 
Re:     Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai!i in SUPPORT of  

HB1875: Relating to Health Care 
 
Dear Chairs Takayama & Matayoshi, Vice-Chairs Keohokapu-Lee Loy & Grandinetti, 
and Members of the Committees: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai!i (ACLU-HI) writes in support of HB1875, 
which expands protections established under ACT 2, Session Laws of Hawaii 2023 to 
include gender-affirming health care services. It also establishes protections against 
abusive litigation and prohibits medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from 
taking certain adverse actions against health care providers solely on the basis that the 
health care provider provides lawful reproductive or gender-affirming health care. 
 
Adding gender-affirming care protections to our shield law is imperative to honoring 
Hawai!i’s cultural and genealogical integrity. In Kanaka Maoli culture, m!h" describes 
someone who embodies k!ne and wahine energies.1 While the visibility of m!h" 
individuals has recently increased, ongoing barriers to gender-affirming care remain.2 
 
Transgender youth who are affirmed in their gender by their families establish healthy 
relationships with their parents and peers, do better in school, and are better equipped 
to plan for their future.3 Denying them this support increases their likelihood of 
dropping out of school and increases their risk for substance use, depression, anxiety, 
and suicide.4 In 2023, 63% of Kanaka !#iwi high school transgender youth or youth 

!
1 Papa Ola L!kahi. No Ka M!h"i Toolkit. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/No_Ka_Mahui_v3.pdf  
2 Regidor, I., Haitsuka, K., Cavalieri, M., & Machida, A. (2025). H!pu!u Ke Aloha: M!h" Listening Tour 
Report. Papa Ola L!kahi. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/Digital_1Page_Version_Layout_Hapuu_Report_July25.pdf  
3 Human Rights Campaign Foundation. (2024). 2024 Report on the Experiences of Parents of Transgender 
and Non-binary Children. Human Rights Campaign. https://reports.hrc.org/experiences-of-parents-of-
transgender-and-non-binary-children#child-mental-health  
4 Matouk, K.M. & Wald, M. (2022, March). Gender-affirming Care Saves Lives. Columbia University 
Department of Psychiatry. https://www.columbiapsychiatry.org/news/gender-affirming-care-saves-lives. 
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questioning their gender reported signs of depression.5 In 2024, more than 1 in 3 
transgender/unsure of gender youth attempted suicide.6 This measure is essential to 
ensuring the well-being of Hawai!i’s communities and families.   
 
The federal administration’s persistent attacks have created more barriers to access. 
Health insurance companies have limited or outright stopped coverage, including for 
hormone therapies and surgical procedures.7 Patients should not have to fear being 
denied coverage or having their medical information shared. Healthcare providers 
should not lose licensure for providing life-saving care. The government has no place 
interfering with the private medical decisions made between patients and their 
providers for reproductive health or gender-affirming care.  
 
As other states have criminalized care that is legal in Hawai!i, we support protections 
from abusive litigation to allow those who are targeted by hostile states to defend 
themselves and to stop legal harrassment designed to incite fear, including providing 
recovery of damages, legal fees and injunctions. We agree that out-of-state judgments 
and subpoenas should be blocked. Hawai!i courts should not enforce out-of-state 
actions punishing legal care. Hawai!i must ensure that families, providers, and patients 
are not harmed by outside laws.  
 
By passing this legislation, Hawai!i would join many other states and Washington, D.C., 
who have passed shield laws protecting access to gender-affirming care.8 It ensures that 
everyone has the fundamental right to bodily autonomy and privacy, and that everyone 
can live healthy lives that address their individual needs.9  

!
See ACLU National: https://www.aclu.org/issues/lgbtq-rights/transgender-rights/transgender-people-
and-health-care  
5 Hawai!i State Departments of Education and Health, Hawai!i Health Data Warehouse, Hawai!i School 
Health Survey: Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 
https://hhdw.org/report/query/selection/yrbs/_YRBSSelection.html  
6 Hawai!i Sexual and Gender (SGM) Minority Workgroup. Sexual & Gender Minority Youth in Hawai!i. 
(2024). https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2024/03/Presentation-SGM-Youth-in-HI-2017-
2019-FINAL-VERSION-2-3-4-2024.pdf  
7 Valera, Medeleine. (2025, December 1). Trans Community Hits New Barriers To Gender-Affirming Care in 
Hawai!i. Civil Beat. https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/12/advocates-fight-protect-gender-affirming-care-
hawaii/  
8 Movement Advancement Project. Transgender Healthcare “Shield” Laws. 
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws  
9 Human Rights Campaign. Get the Facts on Gender-Affirming Care. https://www.hrc.org/resources/get-
the-facts-on-gender-affirming-care  
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Protecting reproductive health and gender-affirming care strengthens community 
safety, where everyone has the freedom to be their authentic selves. We strongly urge 
you to pass HB1875. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely,  
Donavan Kamakani Albano 
Donavan Kamakani Albano 
Policy Fellow 
ACLU of Hawai!i 
dalbano@acluhawaii.org  

 
 

With more than 4,000 Hawaii-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Hawai‘i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and Hawai‘i State 
Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The ACLU of Hawai!i is a 
non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public 
and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of Hawai!i has been serving our communities in 

Hawai‘i for over 60 years. 
 
 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:58:33 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Hiill 'Iolani GSA Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Michelle Hill. I am an educator, parent, and GSA adviser who sees how GAC 

positively impacts my students to be themselves without discrimination. Please support HB1875. 

 



https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articlei
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articlei
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2021/19-1392
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-care-transgender-children
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-care-transgender-children
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-care-transgender-children


https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2018/03/on-rands-research-findings-regarding-transgender-military.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2018/03/on-rands-research-findings-regarding-transgender-military.html
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws






HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 2:10:54 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joanne Okika Shigeko 

Qinaau 

Pilina Center for 

Wellbeing 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members. I am a healthcare provider who has worked with transgender patients. 

Gender-affirming care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. HB1875 protects 

providers from politically motivated interference and allows us to practice ethical medicine. I 

strongly urge your support to do what's pono. Mahalo for your contributions to Hawai`i's 

communities. 

Dr. Jo Qina`au 

 











 
To: Hawaii State House Committee on Health and Committee on Consumer Protection 
+ Commerce​ 
 
RE: Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1875 Relating to Health Care 
 
Dear Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair 
Grandinetti, and members of the Committees, 
 
The members of AAUW of Hawaiʻi thank you for hearing this measure.  We strongly 
support HB1875 which would protect the providers of gender-affirming health care 
services in Hawaiʻi from abusive litigation and adverse actions. 
 
This legislation is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks 
on gender affirming and reproductive health care across the country.  
 
By passing this bill, Hawai‘i will:  
✔ Ensure access to gender-affirming care for all who need it 
✔ Protect families from unjust legal actions and custody disputes  
✔ Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions and disciplinary actions  
✔ Uphold Hawaii’s core values of inclusion, privacy, and medical freedom  
 
Please pass this measure so the patients can get the health care they need and the 
providers can provide the health care their patients need. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
Younghee Overly 
AAUW of Hawaiʻi Public Policy Committee 
 

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) of Hawaiʻi is an all-volunteer, 
statewide chapter of a national organization with close to 4000 members and supporters 
across all four counties - Hawaiʻi, Honolulu, Kauaʻi, and Maui.  AAUW has state 
chapters  in all 50 states and our mission is to advance gender equity through education 
and advocacy.  Economic security for women is our goal. 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
To: ​ ​ The Honorable Gregg Takayama, Chair 

The Honorable Sue Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Health 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
The Honorable Tina Grandinetti, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 

 
From:​ Paula Arcena, External Affairs Vice President 

Mike Nguyen, Director of Public Policy 
Maria Rallojay, Public Policy Specialist 

 
Hearing:​ Wednesday, February 11, 2026, 2:00pm, Conference Room 329 
 
RE: ​ ​ HB1875 Relating to Health Care 
 
 
AlohaCare appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB1875. 
This measure would (1) expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, 
to include gender-affirming health care services, including clarifying permitted 
disclosures of protected health information to address changes in federal 
regulations; (2) establish protections against abusive litigation; and (3) prohibit 
medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking certain adverse actions 
against health care providers solely on the basis that the health care provider 
provides lawful reproductive health care services or gender-affirming care services. 
 
AlohaCare is a community-rooted, non-profit health plan founded by Hawai‘i’s 
Community Health Centers and the Queen Emma Clinics. We serve over 66,000 
Medicaid and Medicaid-Medicare dual-eligible residents on all islands. Since 1994, 
AlohaCare has partnered with providers, government entities, and 
community-based organizations to meet the evolving needs of our safety net 
community as Hawai‘i’s only health plan focused solely on Medicaid-eligible 
individuals. Our mission is to serve individuals and communities in the true spirit of 
aloha by ensuring and advocating for equitable access to quality, whole-person care 
for all. 
 
Our commitment to advocating for equitable access to care includes 
gender-affirming care. All people in Hawai‘i deserve timely, safe, and local access to 
healthcare. And providers should be able to do their jobs without fear of criminal or 
civil penalties from other states or jurisdictions. This measure would help to protect 
access to care for the residents of Hawai`i. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in support of HB1875. 

1357 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Suite G101, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96814 
Call: 808-973-0712 • Toll-free: 1-877-973-0712 • Fax: 808-973-0726 • www.AlohaCare.org 



Rosalee Agas-Yuu, RN 
President 

 
 
 

1600 Ala Moana Blvd Suite 100 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

Tel: (808) 531-1628 
Fax: (808) 524-2760 

 

In Support of HB 1875: Relating to Health Care 

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee and Committee Members from the House 
Committee on Health; and Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Gradinetti and Committee Members 
from the House on Consumer Protection & Commerce, 

My name is Rosalee Agas-Yuu, and I am the President of Hawai’i Nurses’ Association, OPEIU 
Local 50 and a registered nurse in Hawaiʻi.  

By increasing the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023 to include gender-affirming 
health care services, we safeguard transgender individuals, their families, and medical providers 
from punitive actions in our state.  As nurses, we advocate for individuals having the right to 
make decisions about their health care that are in line with their values and preferences.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 1875. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rosalee Agas-Yuu 

President 

Hawai’i Nurses’ Association, OPEIU Local 50 
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Mahalo for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 

Respectfully, 

Elizabeth Weltin 

 



 

Written Testimony in Support of House Bill 1875 

 

Aloha Respected Committee Members, 

My name is Ben Lessard and I am one of the leads of Visibility Brigade Honolulu. My group 
members and I request that you support HB 1875 to protect healthcare access for all the 
people of Hawai'i. Gender affirming care is a right that should be afforded to the citizens 
that live in this state. Protections should also be provided to Healthcare providers, from 
litigation due to the never ending policy changes that are taking place. Please protect the 
Transgender community as well as all people who are associated with the LGBTQIA+ 
community. 

All of the people of this state need protections and we implore this body to act on behalf of 
the people that are the most vulnerable in Hawai’i. Our Mahu community is strong and has 
far reaching allies who will stand besides them to support equality for all. We support 
constitutional rights, non discriminatory laws and protections for all people of this state. This 
community does no harm to others and is just simply trying to exist. We ask that this body 
keep the power with our state and vote in Support HB 1875.  

Thank you for continuing to promote equality for all people with your vote. 

Ben Lessard 

Visibility Brigade Honolulu 

visibilitybrigadehonolulu@gmail.com 

 







 
 

Written Testimony in Support of House Bill 1875 

 

Aloha Distinguished Committee Members, 

My name is Tara Nash and I am the lead of Indivisible Leeward 
Oahu. My members and I humbly request that you support HB1875 to 
ensure that the state of Hawai’i responds appropriately to the 
federal regulatory shifts in regards to gender affirming care 
amongst other things. It’s imperative that safeguards are 
established to protect those who rely on medications and proper 
access to care as they are the most vulnerable among us. Hawai’i 
is the aloha state and it is important that it remains a safe, 
inclusive space for all people that honors the different cultures 
that reside here. Legislative protection matters, as it shields 
the population of this state from undue harm, specifically those 
that are LGBTQIA+. This bill aims to protect local health care 
providers, insurers and patients from undue litigation which is 
absolutely necessary given the current federal climate and federal 
regulations changes.  

HB1875 protects patient privacy which must be maintained. It is 
pertinent that all Hawai’i residents feel protected and safe. No 
one should be fearful about receiving gender affirming care. No 
person should ever be made to feel that their personal health or 
safety is at risk. We humbly ask this body to protect all Hawai’i 
residents from abusive targeted practices towards transgender 
individuals by out of state parties.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Tara Nash 

Indivisible Leeward Oahu 

indivisibleleewardoahu@gmail.com 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:48:27 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolyn M Golojuch Rainbow Family 808 Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Since 2013, Rainbow Family 808 has stoodup for Civil Rights and Social Justice! It is 

imparitive that we provide Health Care for all citizens. Please pass HB1875 ASAP. Hawaii 

is bound by our US Constitution to provide equal Health Care for We the People.  

Thank you, 

Carolyn Martinez Golojuch, MSW 

Semi-Retired Social Worker 

President/Founder Rainbow Family 808 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 5:04:06 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lily Troy MD  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support shielding health care providers that provide gendee affirming healthcare. Freedom of 

personal choice for patient and provider  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 5:21:07 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Cabjuan Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill. Protect our keiki from surgical experiments. This is not a righteous bill. 

Do not pass please. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 5:29:01 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bradley Greenlee Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

My family and I gave up everything, spent most of our life savings, and accumulated $20,000 of 

debt to move to Hawai'i from Texas in order to keep our trans daughter safe from the same kind 

of perverse politics and lawmaking that pervades among the current federal administration. If 

Hawai'i's protections fail us, we cannot afford to move, again. Please vote in favor of HB1875. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 6:13:41 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Schauben  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Laura Schauben  and I live in Kaneohe. I strongly support HB1875. I know several 

trans youth including one who is a family member. I also work for a youth serving organization. 

I have seen trans youth who are suicidal, failing school, and/or struggling with severe anxiety 

and depression have their lives turned around by one caring adult who accepts them for who they 

know they are and by gender affirming care. Gender affirming care, such as hormones, allows 

youth to be themselves, be safer, and thrive. Research shows acceptance and gender affirming 

care reduces trans youth suicide risk by 40%. People acting from ignorance or hate should not 

have the right to contradict science or tell parents what kind of evidence based care they can 

access for their children. Please protect out youth from people more obsessed with their genitals 

than their wellbeing. Support gender affirming care! 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 6:42:55 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gerald Tariao Montano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members: 

I am a pediatrician on Maui. Practicing medicine in Hawai'i can be difficult, whether its from the 

high cost of living or from the lack of access to speciality care, especially on the neighbor 

islands. Allowing federal or out-of-state entities interfere on how we practice medicine will only 

dissuade future providers from moving here to practice or drive current providers away from 

Hawai'i, which desperately needs their help. 

Gender-affirming care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. HB1875 protects 

providers from politically motivated interference, allows us to practice ethical medicine, and 

ensures that medical decisions are made between the patient, their family, and their doctor. I 

strongly urge your support. 

Regards, 

Gerald Montano, DO 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 6:52:29 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bryce Watanabe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a family member of a trans man I fully support gender affirming Care and the protections 

around it for both healthcare professionals and patients alike.  Please take the numbers into 

consideration and make a decision like any other healthcare decision - putting the patient and 

family at the center of that decision making.  GAC saves live.   Trans children should not have to 

view themselves as unworthy of being heard.  Parents of trans children should not have to 

explain to their children why their government does not acknowledge their suffering as real or 

worthy of intervention.  There may be cases where trans adults regret the decisions that they 

made.  Please follow the science and look at the numbers.  The amount of outliers who regret 

their decisions outweigh the amount of trans children GAC has helped.  A recent study cites less 

than 1% or less (mtf v ftm) had such regrets.  As long as parents and children are given the facts, 

they should be able to make their own decisions - as this does not negatively impact others heath 

and happiness.  Regret after Gender-affirmation Surgery: A Systematic Review and Meta-

analysis of Prevalence - PMC https://share.google/FKt9gEodEuUy6VYwr 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:02:53 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Gill Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In 2026, the American Society of Plastic Surgeons concluded that there is insufficient 

evidence to support gender-related surgical interventions for children and adolescents 

and recommends delaying such surgeries until at least age 19. HB 1875 ignores this growing 

medical caution and instead locks in legal protections prematurely. 

  

HB 1875 will harm both children and parents.  

 

https://www.plasticsurgery.org/documents/health-policy/positions/2026-gender-surgery-children-adolescents.pdf




 









HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:54:10 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Balangitao Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hi chair and committee members I'm writing to you in strong support of this bill. Everyone 

should have access to health care no matter what. Thank you , Jasmine Balangitao of Kaimuki  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:55:25 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Greg Puppione Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am submitting testimony in strong support of HB1875. As a member of this community, I 

believe every family deserves access to medically necessary care without fear of political 

interference. This bill protects our neighbors, friends, and loved ones. Please stand with 

our community and support HB1875. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 9:16:14 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dina Shek Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I write in strong SUPPORT of HB 1875.  This is a critical expansion of protections for 

healthcare providers to include gender-affirming health care services.  It also provides access to 

medically necessary care without fear of political interference, something we all deserve and 

need to be healthy.  Please stand with all members of our community and support this bill. 

Thank you for your consideration of this testimony in strong support of HB 1875. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 9:21:10 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristie Matsumoto Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Kristie Matsumoto and I am writing to ask that you vote YES for HB1875.  As 

a parent of a young adult who identifies as non-binary I am intimately aware of the 

struggles, both physical and emotional, of someone who experiences a disconnect between 

the sex they were assigned at birth and the sex they know they truly are. Passage of 

HB1875 will mean so much to them and others who are in need of this life-saving gender-

affirming care. 

Thank you for reading and considering my testimony in support of HB1875. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 9:22:00 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Quinn Goo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Quinn and I am writing in strong support of HB 1875. I am a transgender young 

adult who transitioned in the state of Hawaii. I am alive today because of transgender healthcare.  

  

Transgender or gender affirming healthcare saves lives. In this state of incresing uncertainty 

about what our lives may look like as transgender people, I have a duty to trans youth to protect 

them-to protect their futures. Nobody deserves to go without healthcare, without feeling free and 

comfortable in their bodies. 

 

Gender affirming healthcare also supports the lives of cisgender people. Many cisgender people 

obtain hormones and surgeries to help the feel comfortable in their bodies. Therefore this would 

also help protect their bodily autonomy.  

  

My doctor today is a strong advocate for transgender rights. I am so grateful to her and the work 

she does. I remember her tearing up one day in our appointment saying that she is consistently in 

awe of the strength and bravery of transgender folks. She deserves to be protected. She deserves 

to have a career caring for our population.  

  

Mahalo for your for your time and considerations 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 9:56:30 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tom Berg Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Be who and what you want to be when you turn 18, be a cat, be a gender you create- no one 

gives a damn.  

Until then, Democrats need to keep their creepy pedofile hands off minors. 

This bill is laden with some sick stuff and whomever votes for it needs serious counseling and to 

be monitored for imbecile syndrome and encouraged to have a talk with God.  

If you support this bill, your brain stem ain't attached.   

The name of this bill should be, "Democrats crave ways to make kiddie porn come alive with 

Frankenstien tactics." 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:33:52 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carrie Ann Shirota Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs and Members of the Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in strong support of HB1875 Relating to Health Care. 

As a member of this community, I believe every family deserves access to medically necessary 

care without fear of political interference. This bill protects our neighbors, friends, and loved 

ones. 

Additionally, I support this measure because gender-affirming care is evidence-based, and 

medically necessary.  Gender-affirming care is supported by every major medical association in 

the United States, including the American Medical Association and the American Academy of 

Pediatrics. 

Finally, gender affiring care should be treated as private, confidential information between the 

patient and medical provider.   Interference with medical care impacts an individual's liberty and 

life.  

For these reasons, I urge this Committee to pass HB1875. 

Sincerely,  

Carrie Ann Shirota, Esq.  

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:02:26 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mareva Minerbi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair and Members of the Committee on Health, 

I write in support of HB1875 because access to gender-affirming health care is essential to the 

health, dignity, and well-being of transgender and gender-diverse people. 

Mareva Minerbi 

 





https://doi.org/10.1080/26895269.2022.2100644
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1744-6171.2010.00246.x
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/


HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 5:57:00 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard S Velasquez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

please support this important bill 

this bill is pono and and shows aloha for our ohana, 

you have read the bill and know the critics are not telling the truth about ot 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 6:54:08 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Wood Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I ask that you please support HB1875 to protect gender affirming care and reproductive 

health care in Hawaii. 

This type of care is life saving, and in fact saved the life of my son. He was depressed and 

suicidal, spending weeks in the hospital prior to his transition. Once he received gender affirming 

care, he changed completely. He is now a confident young man, getting his bachelors and 

masters degrees so that he can help others. 

Gender affirming care is not always surgery. It includes hormones and hormone blockers.  

Access to gender affirming care is already quite challenging, and we should not make it any 

harder for the people in our state.  

Gender affirming care is HEALTH CARE and should be accessible to all. Individuals and 

families, along with their doctors, should determine what care is best for them. Not the broad 

population, speaking for a small set of people who they actually know very little about. Please 

protect our rights, and save the lives of people who need this health care. 

Mahalo, 

Jennifer Wood 

Kalaheo, HI 96741 

808-221-7229 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:14:28 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emma Waters Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Gender-affirming care is health care and must be protected in Hawaii from potential outside 

attacks. In Hawaii, traditionally there was great respect for mahu individuals. This respect must 

be continued and protected, and people must have access to care. Mahalo.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:16:16 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail Morrison Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support expanding the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-

affirming health care services. 

Mahalo, Gail Morrison 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:25:37 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

S Henderson Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGLY oppose HB 1875 and respectfully request that you vote against it for the 

following reasons: 

1. It removes protections from patients, including keiki, in favor of protections for medical 

personnel performing irreversible and controversial procedures on patients which have the 

potential for the need of life-long medical care. Your job is to protect citizens of this state, 

especially our keiki, from harm from special interest groups who stand to gain financially from 

their actions, even in the name of "medical intervention." 

2. The American Society of Plastic Surgeons concluded that there is insufficient evidence to 

support gender-related surgical interventions for children and adolescents and recommends 

delaying such surgeries until at least age 19. These gender-related surgical interventions are often 

irreversible, and we are already hearing of a number of individuals who, as adults, attempt to 

detransition with great difficulty and expense. We need to protect keiki: Delay (rather than 

facilitate) life-altering and often irreversible procedures until individuals are mature enough to 

make informed decisions affecting the rest of their lives. 

3. This law shifts authority for major medical decisions away from parents and legal guardians 

and strengthens state authority. This seems very communist, authoritarian in nature. I believe the 

family is the foundation of a healthy society, and your duty is to protect parental rights rather 

than strip them away in favor of governmental control. 

Please do not allow HB 1875 to proceed. Mahalo. 

 

https://www.plasticsurgery.org/documents/health-policy/positions/2026-gender-surgery-children-adolescents.pdf














HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:31:34 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jade Higa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Jade Higa. I am an educator who sees how gender-affirming care positively impacts 

both my students and my larger community. Maintaining consistent and easy access to GAC is 

key to the mental and physical health of Hawai'i's residents. Please support HB1875. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:35:45 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaleilani P Degracia Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Kokua for testimony  

HB 1875 Relating To Healthcare  

  

Kokua for your testimony is needed immediately! By Sunday 01/08/26 

  

The Gender Affirming Care shield law (HB 1875) is scheduled for Monday 2pm.  

  

Position 

SUPPORT 

  

 ONLINE TESTIMONY  

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, 

  

I am writing in strong support of HB 1875 

  

I respectfully urge you to support HB 1875.   Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

  





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:37:30 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia J. Goto Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:34:39 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bo Breda Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for accepting my support for HB1875.  I am a resident of Pahoa HI my name is Bo 

Breda and I support  HB1875.  Iis my belief that no one has a right to control what happens to 

another  person's body.   There a numerous genetic situations (as I understand it over 40) where 

the body is not definitively Male or Female.  About 2% of the population is born with genetic 

anomolies and if they have access to gender afirming care then they should not be dnied that 

access.  Gender disphoria is a psychological condition that is quite debilitating and if someone 

feels that way no other person but their doctor should have a right to do anything to that person. 

Thanks you for this opportuinty speak to the legislature. 

Bo Breda 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:36:04 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peter Wilson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for accepting my support for HB1875.  I am a resident of Pahoa HI my name is Peter 

Wilson and I support  HB1875.  It is my belief that no one has a right to control what happens to 

another  person's body.   There a numerous genetic situations (as I understand it over 40) where 

the body is not definitively Male or Female.  About 2% of the population is born with genetic 

anomolies and if they have access to gender afirming care then they should not be dnied that 

access.  Gender disphoria is a psychological condition that is quite debilitating and if someone 

feels that way no other person but their doctor should have a right to do anything to that person. 

Thanks you for this opportuinty speak to the legislature. 

Peter Wilson 

 



https://www.westernjournal.com/detransitioner-wins-multi-million-dollar-medical-malpractice-case-lead-end-called-gender-affirming-care/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/detransitioner-wins-2-million-medical-malpractice-lawsuit/
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/jury-finds-doctors-liable-for-malpractice-in-gender-surgery-lawsuit-5978849?utm_source=Morningbrief&src_src=Morningbrief&utm_campaign=mb-2026-02-01&src_cmp=mb-2026-02-01&utm_medium=email&est=HSiJW1fDB4eSmYWaU%2FpO%2FjpaXm3e8zFiCanA6nk%2FCUBDyFDL%2FShiAsCSUH%2Bjw2gkTWj%2B






HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:20:12 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelsey Floyd Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support! 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:26:54 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeff Andrews Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I have worked as an educator for over 18 years, currently at the `Iolani school but before in New 

York State. What I know and have experienced in every instance with a student or 

friend transitioning is that it is not easy at any age. The stigma, alone, is difficult, let alone the 

painful surgery and follow up care necessary. People never go lightly into this process, and 

usually spend years and years before ever getting any of this care. The right to a healthy life is a 

fundamental right. Mental illness continues to be a major deterrent to practicing that fundamental 

right. If we as a society can help in this process, it is our duty as empathetic citizens.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:46:00 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angel M. Willey, MD Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Committee on Health, 

I'm writing to you to respectfully urge your support of HB1875. I'm an OBGYN physician 

practicing in Hawai'i for over 15 years. Thank you so much for all that you do. 

Angel M. Willey MD 

OBGYN Kaiser Honolulu 

ACOG Hawai'i Immediate Past Chair 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:50:23 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bridget Llanes Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee. I am submitting testimony in strong support of 

HB1875. 

As a member of this community, I believe every family deserves access to medically necessary 

care without fear of political interference. It is especially important to protect the Trans 

community at this time. Two of my friends have shared with me the difficulties of obtaining care 

while they were transitioning this past year and have considered leaving HAWAI'I to receive the 

care they need. They should be able to receive essential care right here in their home. 

This bill protects our neighbors, friends, and loved ones. Please stand with our community and 

support HB1875. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:11:57 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Francis Empeno Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Testifying in strong support of this measure. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:58:49 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynda Suesue Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

  I am Licensed Clinical Social Worker and a member of Indivisable Hawaii.   We must pass 

legislation to protect health care providers so that we may continue to use scientifically 

supported, best practice methods.   Thank you for supporting this bill. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:24:09 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Breanna Zoey Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1875.   Gender affirming care is under attack in this country in so many different 

ways, and we must help keep such attacks at bay.   Please pass this measure to help ensure our 

health care providers have a little additional protection from bad-intentioned outsiders, and so 

that our providers can more confidently continue providing gender affirming care to our people 

who need it. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:53:08 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

(Rev.) Cloudia Charters Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha greetings,  

It is sad that this legislation is necessary but it clearly is to protect our families and healthcare 

providers from ideologically driven punishments that are shockingly being established in this 

country.  

Malama Pono  

 









HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 2:10:45 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick Karjala Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Committee members, 

I am testifying in strong SUPPORT of HB1875.  It is imperative that we not limit gender-

affirming healthcare, and continue to keep Hawai'i at the forefront of affirmative 

care.  Remember, this also includes care for affirming one's OWN gender! 

Please continue to support this important legislation. 

Mahalo, 

Patrick Karjala 

Mililani, HI 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 2:57:20 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

June Perry Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha.  

My name is June Perry. I am a resident of the state of Hawai'i. 

Like many people, I rely on hormonal medication to live comfortably and happily.  

The federal government and conservative politicians are attempting to criminalize and restrict 

access to these proven medications.  

Please protect me, and people like me, from the threat of having our health care outlawed.  

My endocrine system is not a political plaything. I'm simply a person who needs a basic 

medication.  

  

Mahalo for your time and support. 

  

  

 





Aloha Chair and Committee Members.  As a family member of a transgender child, I urge you to
recommend passage of this bill and do all that you can to get it passed.  Access to affirming
medical care has been a godsend to our family.  I have seen first hand the help it provides to
allow such children to become happy, thriving children.  Things were very different before my
grandchild was able to receive informed and appropriate care.  

I have also seen and experienced first hand the lack of understanding, rejection and intolerance
that transgender children experience from people who have not taken the time to understand
gender dysphoria.  Believe me, this is extremely painful for such children and their families. 

You will no doubt receive testimony opposing this bill.  I ask that you please carefully consider
the opinions of families who are actually dealing with this first hand and any testimony you
receive from medical providers who are experienced in treating gender dysphoria.  Please let
that information guide you.  We need this bill to pass.  Please do not let us down. 

Diana Van De Car



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 4:02:34 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Van Horne Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this measure. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 5:01:00 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anela Cairns Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Members of the House 

I am writing in strong support of HB1875 relating to health care and expanding the protections of 

Act 2, SLH 2023. This past year we have seen how our transgender brothers and sisters have 

been vilified by the current federal administration despite being less than 1% of the population. 

Trans people deserve to receive gender-affirming care as they themselves see fit and they also 

deserve to live without the fear of retaliation from criminal or civil courts in other states. We 

have seen how the courts can be utilized to punish women for seeking life-saving reproductive 

treatment as is the case for the 200+ women who have been arrested for seeking reproductive 

care since Roe v. Wade was overturned. Transgender individuals are 19x more likely to die by 

suicide due to the stigma that they face and increased access to gender-affirming care is strongly 

believed to lower rates of suicidality within the transgender community. Passing this bill will 

allow for our transgender neighbors to receive gender-affirming care, including mental health 

services, with peace of mind knowing that they cannot be persecuted simply for being who they 

are and seeking the care they need. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 5:12:44 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Skyler Riela Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Healthcare decisions belong to patients and doctors, not politicians.This shield bill is important 

to allow trans families on island to feel at ease knowing their healthcare will be protected.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 5:24:40 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernelle Oku Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I Oppose this Bill.  

  

Why are we protecting the physicians and medical practitioners that want to kill or mutilate our 

children instead of protecting our children from these medical practitioners? 

 







https://newsroom.uw.edu/video-library/study-tracks-gender-affirming-care-transgender-teens
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2022/01/mental-health-hormone-treatment-transgender-people.html
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2023/02/02/gender-affirming-hormones-improve-mental-health-in-transgender-and-nonbinary-youth/


Amanda C. 

  

 





 





I urge rejection of HB 1875. Hawaii should prioritize non-invasive support for minors, defer 

irreversible steps to maturity (typically age 25), and ensure evidence-based, informed consent. 

Thank you. I am available for questions. 

Respectfully, 

Sheila Medeiros 

Kapolei, Hawaii 

  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 6:23:16 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this important bill. Health care for ALL matters. 

Judith White, Psy.D. 

Kapaa 

Member, Kauai Indivisible 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:44:16 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1875.   

  

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:12:48 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Robinson-Onderko Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,  

I am writing in strong support of HB1875 related to health care. The time is now to protect 

access to gender affirming care. Our vulnerable community members are consistently under 

attack and at risk of losing life-saving care.  

I humbly ask that you pass this measure out to your committee so we can finally pass it into law.  

Mahalo for your consideration.  

Lynn Robinson-Onderko, Ewa Beach 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:17:49 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in support of HB1875.   I agree that we should codify into law a medical 

shield law.   I do not want our medical people to be subjects of out-of-state 

investigations.   Mahalo for your consideration. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:20:20 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy D Moser Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:30:21 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Rivers Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in strong support of shielding providers of gender affirming health care. These health 

practioners have been medically trained and have the single most important goal of doing the 

best thing for their patients. Gender affirming care is essential to the well-being of the individual 

seeking it and in many cases is life or death. Not allowing the providers to support them goes 

against all of their oaths. 

Mahalo for your consideration.    

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:53:32 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Bonk Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This legislation is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks on gender 

affirming and reproductive health care across the country.  

As a nurse I support this legislation. Thank you.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:55:34 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martha Nakajima Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill.  Thank you.  Martha Nakajima, Honolulu, member of Indivisible 

 







https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32016334
https://www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/clinical/files/committee-opinion/articles/2021/03/health-care-for-transgender-and-gender-diverse-individuals.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.4179?utm_source=openevidence&utm_medium=referral
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2206297
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.0978?utm_source=openevidence&utm_medium=referral
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:30:55 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunshine Eckstrom Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support HB1875 to protect reproductive and gender affirming care. All of our citizens of 

all genders deserve access to the health care they need.  

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:37:31 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Delgadillo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Legislators, 

I feel it is more urgent now that our state acts to protect its vulnerable trans citizens from 

discrimination and erasure by the Federal Government and Republicans cruel campaign of 

hatred. Please support this bill and demonstrate your empathy. 

Sarah Delgadillo 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:16:08 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Warech Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB 1875 as an imperative measure to protect access to gender affirming 

care.  

 













https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2025/attorney-general-james-defends-new-yorks-shield-law-against-texas-attack
https://statecourtreport.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/new-yorks-abortion-shield-law-survives-first-challenge-texas


https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws
https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2023/09/Hawaii-DOH-Statement-for-Transgender-Health-FINAL-September-5-2023.pdf


HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:33:07 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jody Weidemann  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This legislation is a necessary & compassionate response to the escalating attacks on gender 

affirming & reproductive health care across the country.   

  

by passing this bill, Hawai'i will: 

Ensure access to gender-affirming care for all who need it. 

Protect families from unjust legal actions & custody disputes 

Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions & disciplinary actions  

uphold Hawai'i's core values of inclusion, privacy & medical freedom 

  

 





 













HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 6:41:47 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathleen Dickson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The state of Hawai'i MUST shield providers of gender affirming health care! 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:42:21 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Loree Jean Searcy Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am opposed to HB1875 

I do not support abortions nor gender affirmative care to be performed in the state of Hawaii. It's 

just another way for us taxpayers to pay for others choice lifestyles. I do not support this bill. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:01:54 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JANE TOLLEFSRUD Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for your continued support for trans families. Healthcare decisions belong to patients 

and doctors, not politicians. Please support HB 1875 so ALL Hawaii residents have access to, 

and the dignity for, personal freedoms, and choices. Thank you! 

•         

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:04:30 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryna Yamada Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am submitting this testimony in Strong Support of HOUSE Bill 1875, which seeks to protect 

gender-affirming healthcare in Hawaii.  

As a parent that has a child that belongs to the LGBTQ+ community, passing this bill help my 

child thrive to be a contributing person to our State.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:08:45 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani Coleman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:37:14 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denize Machit Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Every person in this country have rights. Sometimes, because some people are racist and bigots, 

we must give special consideration to those who are being persecuted by our own citizens. That 

is why I support this bill. We must protect our people from those of us ourselves, until we 

achieve a level of societal equality for all our people. 

Indivisible member, 

Denize Machit 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:39:13 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kay Lee Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chairs and Members, 

I am a member of the community and I am testifying in strong support of HB1875. I am lucky to 

have many amazing trans individuals in my life and I've seen firsthand how necessary gender-

affirming care is for them be able to live full lives. Transitioning is a deeply personal journey and 

one that politics and politicians should have no say in. Please support this bill and protect trans 

people and their families.  

Mahalo.  

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:50:20 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lois Crozer Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

People who transition don't do it because they are depraved or think it's a good idea to be 

different. They do it because God made them different. Just because you or your family might 

have been lucky enough to be born with certain genes that are the "norm", doesn't mean that 

those who are different are actually choosing that. Let's love each other and help them with the 

affirming care they are entitled to.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:50:43 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helen Shirts Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill. I am a member of Indivisible. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:56:31 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pia Francisco-Natanauan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

I am an Adolescent Medicine physician at Kapi'olani Medical Center for Women and Children. I 

take care of children and adolescents with gender medical care needs. I provide gender-affirming 

health care as it is medically sound and needed. It is evidence-based and is life-changing for the 

health and well-being of our keiki and the 'ohana. Not having a good understanding of the mental 

and medical healthcare needs, as well as the science behind gender medicine, is what makes 

people apprehensive about gender affirming care.  

HB1875 protects healthcare providers and will ensure sound healthcare provision to the children 

and adolescents of Hawai'i. 

Medical care is sacred between the patient and the provider. In this case, the children and the 

families are guided by their healthcare provider. Political interference is hurting this 

relationship. I strongly urge your support for HB1875. 

Mahalo and I look forward to your leadership! 

Respectfully yours, 

Pia Francisco-Natanauan, MD 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:57:44 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James E Raymond Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you -- I am a member of Indivisible Windward. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:00:54 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

BARBARA Anneken-

Nall 
Individual Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am opposed to HB1875 for many reasons, primarily for the protection of our children from the 

state and greedy medical professionals. 

Their brains are not developed enough to make life changing, irreversable decisions like gender 

surgery.  

Parents and government should protect them from such life changing decisions until they are 

mature enough to make this decision on their own.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:03:31 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kekoa Kealoha Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chairs Takayama and Keohokapu-Lee Loy of HLT and aloha chairs Matayoshi and 

Grandinetti of CPC, 

I am writing in strong support of HB1875.  

This bill is essential to protecting the health care work force here in Hawai'i. As a state, Hawai'i 

has a right to exercise state sovereignty, which means protecting our health care providers from 

retaliatory, abusive litigation other states may want to bring to our health care workforce. 

Hawai'i is not governed by the laws of other states and, as such, should not be subject to the laws 

they inflict on their respective constituencies. We have seen a strong, litigious response from 

states pushing ideological agendas that have killed some patients and put countless others at risk. 

As other states redefine who deserves to live and die in their jurisdictions, we must not allow our 

providers to fall victim to these inhumane laws. 

Thankfully, Hawai'i does not have the same belligerent laws on the books as others. This has 

allowed us to both promote the best possible patient care outcomes and has reinforced a 

commitment to our health care workforce. Passing this bill will ensure that our providers can 

confidently offer the life-saving care their patients deserve. When providers are criminalized for 

offering basic care, it profoundly impacts provider retention and patient outcomes.  

Gender-affirming care has lately come under fire from states and idealogues who have vilified 

providers, trans people, and their allies. However, the data shows us how effective, safe, and 

necessary this care is, and the loudest voices are often not the people who need this care the most 

because they've been shamed in silence.  

I implore you to make your decision based on evidence and a desire to protect patients and health 

care providers. I strongly urge you to vote YES on HB1875. 

Mahalo Piha, 

Kekoa Kealoha 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:24:08 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Liang-Yu Chi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a resident of the Big Island, legislation like this helps to ensure that our rights and 

responsibilities around health care are equal for all, including queer and transgender 

individuals.  Our communities feel strongest and we are able to most completely live our values 

of caring for each other in community when no one is singled out with unfair treatment.  This bill 

is in alignment with the best practices we know from medical and public health practice, and 

helps Hawaii positively assert that it holds all members of community in care and esteem.  Our 

queer friends and neighbors deserve the same access, and we become a stronger people for 

caring for all. 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:36:54 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen Kahn Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Health care decisions should be made in conversations between patients and their doctors. 

Doctors should not fear providing the care they believe is best. Transgender care is no different 

from other healthcare. If doctors are afraid to offer care, the trans community will suffer. People 

are being discriminated against because of their identities. This is an excercise in scapegoating 

that will not stop with transgender Americans. We need to support the most vulnerable in our 

communities.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:38:30 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keira Nash Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1875 because I am against discrimination and believe that the LGBTQIA+ 

community should have access to gender affirming care. 

 







HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:54:51 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ron Brown Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for a chance to express strong support for this humane and necessary bill.  It would be 

outrageous if backward repressive states could threaten our medical people for providing this 

compassionate care for Hawaiian people.   

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 10:23:25 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aaron Ruddick Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1875 

 















https://www.plasticsurgery.org/documents/health-policy/positions/2026-gender-surgery-children-adolescents.pdf










HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 11:03:32 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jozie Valasquez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-LeeLoy, I am writing in strong support of 

HB1875.  I respectfully urge you to support HB1875. Mahalo for the opportunity to submit 

testimony. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 11:16:17 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Reina Loughlin  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair and Committee members, 

 I strongly oppose HB1875.  

This bill ignores recommendations that suggest waiting for children to mature around 19 years of 

age before receiving gender affirming care which may involve life changing, irreversible 

procedures. 

This bill puts gender affirming care at the forefront and is being pushed as the ideal healthcare 

solution, while taking away parental rights and intervention, along with other safer and less 

intrusive avenues of intervention. Every effort of intervention should be considered and tried 

during their fragile, developmental years.  

This bill dangerously safeguards those providing gender affirming care resulting in less 

accountability.  

I oppose HB1875 for these and many other reasons.  

 

Chair and Committee members, please oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 11:19:54 AM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Matson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Committee Members. 

I am submitting testimony in strong support of HB1875. 

While I am 100% an advocate and ally for ALL LGBTQ friends and family receiving the care 

they need and deserve free of judgement or threat of legal action, I am also writing to you as a 

straight/cis person who wants MY rights protected. As a woman who has survived multiple 

miscarriages, had three successful births, and participated in surrogacy through IVF, I want MY 

privacy and reproductive/gender-affirming care options protected and available. There is a huge 

amount of overlap between IVF/HRT and other medicines and procedures that may be 

considered "reproductive" or "gender-affirming" care that impact people of all genders and 

backgrounds. Please protect ALL of our rights to receive the healthcare we need and remember 

while our trans friends may be the most impacted by the vile rhetoric and misinformation and 

discrimination occurring on this subject, these decisions impact all of our privacy and our access 

to life-saving healthcare. 

Mahalo, 

Shannon M. 

Hawai'i Island Resident  

 























HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:00:26 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jean Adair-Leland Ph.D. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members. I am a healthcare provider who works with transgender patients and 

their families. Gender-affirming care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. 

HB1875 protects providers from politically motivated interference and allows qualified 

physicians to practice ethical medicine. I strongly urge your support. 

Jean Adair-Leland, Ph.D. 

 









HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:20:42 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Bidwell Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members:  

I would like to submit testimony in strong support of HB 1875 which would provide protection 

for children and youth receiving gender-affirming care (GAC) in Hawai`i, as well as for their 

parents/guardians and the Hawai`i health care professionals providing that care. Specifically, it 

will assure that providers of GAC in Hawai`i would not release GAC-related health information 

to entities outside Hawai`i, including in response to requests such as subpoenas from other 

jurisdictions. 

I am a Hawai`i pediatrician and for decades have been privileged to provide supportive gender-

affirming care to our states gender-diverse children and their families. In fact, it has been a 

special focus of my professional life ever since completing my pediatric residency training at UH 

JABSOM In 1986. During that time, I have been gratified that my practice of evidence-based 

state-of-the-art GAC has come to be supported by affirming policies and position statements by 

the American Academy of Pedicatrics, the American Medical Association, the Society for 

Adolescent Health and Medicine and many other respected professional health organizations. It 

is clear to me that any request for medical information related to life-enhancing and even life-

saving gender-affirming care provided within our State, information obtained without parent 

permission, is motivated solely for the purpose of intimidation and persecution of children and 

youth and their families who might seek care in our state, as well as the Hawai`i health 

professionals who have the skills and compassion to provided such care.  HB 1875 will assure 

that this cannot happen in our islands. 

I hope that through passage of this Bill we will join the many other states that have already 

passed similar shield laws. I respectfully encourage you to support HB 1875 with your vote.   

Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration of my testimony..   .  

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:24:54 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aersli Vertido Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

  

Attn.:  Chair Takayama, Vice-Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy 

I am writing in strong support of HB 1875 and respectfully urge you to support HB 1875 as 

well.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony. 

This bill expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming 

health care services, including clarifying permitted disclosures of protected health information to 

address changes in federal regulations.  It establishes protections and prohibits medical 

malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking certain adverse actions against health care 

services or gender-affirming care services. 

This bill will guarantee everyone's fundamental right to make their own medical decisions and 

strengthens protections for reproductive health care.  Our community suffers a history of these 

injustices so please support HB 1875 as no one should have to live in fear.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for this opportunity to testify in support of HB 

1875. 

Yours truly, 

Aersli Vertido 

 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:45:46 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rick Ramirez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Kakahiaka Committe Cahri, Vice-Chair and committee members 

Today I write to you in support of this very important measure. Hawaii has a long history on 

support for the LGBT community, long history of having Mahu as part of our culture, and long 

history of standing for what is right in this world of politics.  

Committee members, what would you do if you were denied medical services because of your 

race, gender, orientation, or physical appearance? What fif you could not access healthcare 

sevices which puts you at significant risk of mental health harm, physical harm and spiritual 

harm? 

You have a chance to protect those in this state who are most vulnerable and most in need. Our 

isnands struglle with healthcare accessibility as is, why reate more disparity when we an help 

those who need it.  

As a gender affimirng care provider, the medical literature and data supporting Gender Affirimng 

CAre is astonishing. There is evidence that wen GAC is provided, our people who live in Hawaii 

then start to scess other care services such as for diabetes, HIV, hypertension, etc. There is much 

peer-reviewd data that supports healthcare practices. We all practice within these set standrds oif 

care based on decased of research!  

How would you feel if you were going to work and were beign hrrased, threatened, or 

persecutued for doing your job. That is what healthcare practitioneres face when we do not have 

proitection. This law would allow healthcare proivider to practice within their scope without 

perjury!! 

You must pass this law, do not bend to the pressure of others, do not listen to those who are 

scared of what they do not know and live in conspiracies. We must fight together for the health 

and wll being of all Hawaiians!!  

  

Me ke aloha 

Rick Ramirez, DNP, APRN, AGACNP, FNP 



Gender Affiring Care Provider 

 









  

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committees to pass HB1875. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Sincerely, 

Janice Berry 

Honolulu 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:06:59 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorraine Hinaga Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha! 

I am a resident in Kaneohe in Representative Scott Matayoshi's district.   I am writing to oppose 

bill HB 1875.  I believe gender affirming care is controversial.  Especially with regard to minors, 

who have not yet fully developed physically, mentally or emotionally.  They should have the 

utmost protection legally, especially in their futures with regard to this treatment.   

The protection of the rights of indivduals should be the top priority of 

government.                           

                                 Mahalo, 

                                  Lorraine Hinaga  
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Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 
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HEARING: 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 2:00 pm 
Via Videoconference 
Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1875 - RELATING TO HEALTH CARE. 
 
Aloha Chair Takayama, Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Keohokap-Lee Loy, Vice Chair Nakada Grandinetti, 
Rep Amato of Maui, and Members of the Committee,  
 
My name is Christine Andrews, and I am a long-term resident of Wailuku, Maui. I write to you today in 
support of HB 1875, relating to health care, which expands the protections established under Act 2, 
SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming health care services, including clarifying permitted disclosures 
of protected health information to address changes in federal regulations; establishes protections 
against abusive litigation; prohibits medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking 
certain adverse actions against health care providers solely on the basis that the health care provider 
provides lawful reproductive health care services or gender-affirming care services. 
 
I am someone who did not think much about the rights or needs of transgender youth until my own 
children educated me about it when they were in middle and high school. I learned more when I 
volunteered for an event within my spiritual community and I was taught about how important support 
for transgender people is and how at risk they are of severe mental health issues related to lack of 
acceptance. Over the course of the past five years, I have come to have several transgender youth within 
my extended family. I have learned through these experiences that transgender youth who are affirmed 
in their gender by their families do better in school, feel safer in their communities, establish healthy 
relationships with their parents and peers, and are better equipped to plan for their future.  
 
Tragically, denying them this support increases their likelihood of dropping out of school, increases 
their risk for substance use and suicide, and worsens symptoms of depression and anxiety. According to 
the 2024 Hawai’i Sexual and Gender Minorities Health Summary1,  

●​ Less than half (45%) of transgender youth have an adult outside of school or teacher they can 
talk to. 

●​ More than 1 in 3 transgender or unsure gender youth have attempted suicide in the past year. 

1 2024 Hawai’i Sexual and Gender Minorities Health Summary 
https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2024/03/Presentation-SGM-Youth-in-HI-2017-2019-FINAL-VERSION
-2-3-4-2024.pdf 



●​ Cisgender youth are 3 times more likely than transgender or unsure gender youth to feel that 
they will complete a post-high school program. 

 
I have witnessed how positive support, acceptance, and access to gender affirming care has improved 
the quality of life, confidence, and overall wellbeing of my family members who identify as transgender. 
As a family member, community member, and ally, I request that you support this vulnerable 
population by protecting their access to what can be life-saving care by voting in support of HB 1875. 
 
Mahalo,  
 
Christine Andrews, JD 
Wailuku, Maui 
 
 





HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:11:38 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Micaela Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Members of the committee(s)- thank you for reading our testimonies today. My name is Micaela 

and I am a resident of Kalihi valley, a community organizer and an advocate for our queer and 

trans youth in our state. I believe every family deserves access to medically necessary care 

without fear of political interference. This bill protects our neighbors, friends, and loved ones. 

Please stand with our community and support HB1875. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:25:20 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Blake Robert Stoner-

Osborne 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1875 to expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include 

gender-affirming health care services. My name is Blake Stoner-Osborne. I am a graduate 

student at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and I identify as a gay man. As a queer 

person and an ally of the trans community, HB1875 will ensure that my friends and loved 

ones can receive reproductive health care and gender-affirming care services without the 

fear of discriminatory actions from health carriers.  

One of my close friends had to fly to San Francisco to receive gender affirming care rather 

than being able to receive it here at home. Having to pay for airfare and lodging in addition 

to the astronomical costs of procedures is a huge burden on queer and trans individuals for 

health care that is life-saing and essential. For these reasons, I support HB1875 in 

protecting these essential, life-saving healthcare services and strongly urge you to pass it. 

 











HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:58:41 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Justice, M.D. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am a retired physician and a member of Indivisible who believes in patient autonomy and that 

everyone should be treated with compassion. Although my specialty was oncology, I strongly 

support HB1875 to shield providers of gender affirming healthcare. 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:59:05 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Gross Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please keep us a state that respects all and remains protective to all. Confirm this!  Thank you 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 1:59:35 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alec Marentic Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I am a resident of the big island, and a school psychologist by training. This legislature further 

aligns practice norms with best practices recognized by national medical organizations. I support 

this measure on those grounds. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Alec Marentic 
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Wednesday, February 11, 2026 2:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 

Testimony of Joey Badua 

In SUPPORT of HB1875 

Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair  

Representative Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair 

Dear Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the Committee 
on Health 

My name is Joey Badua, and I appreciate the opportunity to testify as this bill affects 
me. I am an openly trans individual and an attorney who cares for the community and 
future generations of Hawai’i. 

I strongly support this bill because gender affirming care is vital to overall health.  

Respectfully, 

 
Joey Badua 

PO Box 29724 

Honolulu, HI 96820 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:05:53 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

YMiki St Laurent Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Yolanda St. Laurent.  As a private citizen, wife, mother, and a kupuna I am 

testifying as a survivor of the choices imposed on me as a child of Hawaiian ancestry, by a 

government who stripped me of my culture and heritage by forbidding my parents and 

teachers to educate me in the Hawaiian Language.  This is a decision that I had no say in 

but has had devestating impact on my identiy.  At 77, I am unable to converse with my 

moopuna who have been exposed to the richness of the Hawaiian Culture because of Olelo 

Hawaii!   And yet, the State Capitol touts the State's Moto:  Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka 

pono!:  THE LIFE OF THE LAND IS PERPETUATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, where 

righteousness is defined as HIS HOLINESS and not any government! 

For this reason, I am admantly opposed to HB1875.  I believe in God's TRUTH... not your 

truth or the truth or flavor of the day!   God's Truth that there are only 2 genders: MALE 

and FEMALE made in God's image, as stated in the Bible in Genesis 1:27. The Bible also 

states in Psalm 127:3 that Children are gifts from God to their parents! Not to a 

government, who is suppose to represent what it's people says and not the few  voices who 

are loud.   

What HB1875 propose to do is to make life altering physical changes to children who can 

not vote, can not drive, can not fight in a war, even fight against the war ranging in their 

minds from all the lies fed to them from external forces.  I am especially appauled that 

those who are promoting these child abuse, child mutilation techniques are protected from 

any future lawsuits?   

Whatever happened to the Hyppocratic Oath of ETHICS Doctors swear to?  When did it 

become a HYPOCRITCAL OATH? IF these doctors believe in gender affirming 

operations, they should also be able to be held accountable for any possible repercussions.   

Bottom Line... the government did not birth, raise or pay for any of thses children's 

care,  If this government  opt to OVER-RIDE a parent's decision, and become the parent 

who pays for the child's gender affirming care, then they should also pick up the tab for all 

the past money spent to raise them thus far!  
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 WAKE UP PEOPLE.... THIS IS NOT PONO!  LEAVE OUR CHILDREN 

ALONE!  Allow them to have LIFE  in a land that is perpetuated in God's Righteousness!. 

To God be the Glory   Thank You 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:13:06 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Hutchison Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This legislation is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks on gender 

affirming and reproductive health care across the country.  

  

Thank you! 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:32:12 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Antya Miller Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha,  

Gender Affirming Care which includes surgical reconstruction should not be allowed on minors. 

Both the Association of Plastic Surgeons and the American Medical Association have come out 

against surgery on minors as most minors grow out of their dysphoria.  

This is very harmful to children later in life and our European counterparts do not support this 

kind of surgery.  

Mahalo,  

Antya Miller 

808-342-8557 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:33:07 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chanara Casey Richmond Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chanara Richmond, District 42.  I oppose this bill.  It DOES NOT protect children.  I 

protects their perpetrators.  The medical profession's phylosophy of DO NO HARM has become 

ANYTHING FOR A BUCK.  Finally, a jury has stood up for these mutilated children.  The tide 

will turn.  Sanity and common sense will prevail.   
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:55:48 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcela Montalto Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Access to gender-affirming health care is essential, evidence-based medical treatment that 

supports the well-being, dignity, and safety of transgender and gender-diverse individuals. 

Providers who offer this care are following established medical guidelines and acting in the best 

interest of their patients. Shielding these providers from legal and political threats ensures that 

patients can continue receiving necessary, compassionate care without fear or interruption. 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 3:18:02 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terri Yoshinaga  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 
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HB1875 and affirm your commitment to protecting health care access, patient privacy, and civil 

rights. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Sincerely, 

K 

 



HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 3:36:59 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Smart Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose HB1875.  

The American Medical Association recommended so called "Gender affirming care" delayed 

until adulthood. Gender affirming care on minors on minors is child abuse.  It is not abusive for 

the child or the child's parents to take legal action against the doctors who permanently mutilate 

them/their child's body. 

Women suffer physically, emotionally, and psychologically from an abortion.  Unlike Hawaii, 

many states try to protect women in their state from the abuse of aborting their pre-born child.  

 It is not abusive for a minor or the minor's guardian to take legal action against an abortion 

provider who intervenes on a person who would have been protected in their residential state. 

This bill would make insurance companies complicit in condoning abusive procedures. 

Hawaii should consider passing laws to protect minors from mutilating surgeries, and women 

from surgical or chemical termination of their yet to be born child.   

  

Do not pass HB1875. 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 3:44:18 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Grandinetti Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a retired faculty member of Department of Public Health Services, I feel compelled to voice 

my strong support for this measure. The protections it expands upon are essential for protecting 

the public health. In particular, protection of reproductive health and gender-affirming care have 

been shown to be effective in reducing mortality among mothers and young people. 

Mahalo, 

Andrew Grandinetti, PhD  
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 3:47:32 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Dvorak Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members. I am an LCSW and healthcare provider who works with transgender 

patients. Gender-affirming 

care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. HB1875 protects providers from 

politically motivated 

interference and allows us to practice ethical medicine. I strongly urge your support. 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 3:49:53 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeffrey Hong Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in strong support ensuring equal access to medical care. 

M Ahalo for the opportunity to testify 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 4:18:13 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Detwiler 
Hawaiian Islands 

Republican Women 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaiian Islands Republican Women strongly oppose HB1875. 

  

Respectfully, 

Jamie Detwiler 
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Aloha Chair, Vice chair, 
 
 
My name is Dale VanderBrink. I am the 2nd vice chair of the Ala-Moana Kaka’ako 
Neighborhood Board. This is my personal testimony. 
 
I stand in strong support of HB1875. 

 

The last several years have been a painful and frightening experience for many in our 
community. Our federal Supreme Court and our federal government have failed us. As a 
result, out-of-state entities and individuals have the means to interfere in healthcare 
decisions here, either by blocking medical treatment outright, or via fear and intimidation 
by suing to request private medical records. 

Living in a blue state is not enough when our laws do not meet the moment. Our state, our 
legislature, needs to step up to meet that moment. HB1875 helps to meet that moment by 
cementing protections for reproductive rights and gender-affirming care. 

It gives our state the means to shield our residents seeking medical treatment from 
out-of-state entities or individuals who file frivolous lawsuits.​
 It prevents our state from being puppeted to enforce the lawsuits and penalties of others.​
 It also helps protect our medical community who simply wish to provide necessary care to 
those who need it, and more. 

While this bill will not help me, I fight for this because it will help my friends and family, and 
those within my neighborhood and community. So I ask you on this committee: when you 
vote, remember those in your districts who need this protection. Please pass HB1875.” 

 
Thankyou 
Dale VanderBrink 
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HB-1875 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 5:49:25 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Low Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

May it please the court, 

Gender-affirming care is important, sometimes life-saving medical care that all people deserve 

access to. This includes cisgender, transgender, and non-binary people. Each person's body is 

their own business, and health care for a person should be determined between them and their 

respective medical professionals. Ultimately, if we truly believe that this is a "free country" and 

that each individual should be allowed to take care of their bodies in the way that fits their 

specific needs - in any way that that can be interpreted - we should support HB1875. And so I 

write in support of my bodily autonomy as well as all of ours, in support of HB1875. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Kayla Low 
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https://www.plasticsurgery.org/documents/health-policy/positions/2026-gender-surgery-children-adolescents.pdf
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Many children can outgrow their feelings of dysphoria with proper support, safe shame free 
spaces to explore their feelings and therapy.  

Thank you for reading.  

 



HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:39:35 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Claire Yamashiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1875 

It ignores significant concerns about parental rights, informed consent and long-term health and 
well-being of children. 

Mahalo for Your Kokua, Claire Yamashiro 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 9:04:15 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Scott Johansen Individual Support In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote yes hb1875 

I have spoken to several Trans people. Most in their own story expressed how prior to  receiving 
acknowledgement,  understanding and support, they had contemplated suicide. Receiving gender 
affirming care in its many forms was part of that understanding and support that eased their 
anxiety and depression, bringing them farther from these thoughts. 

In today's national political rhetoric trans people are demonized, politicians warn us about the 
Trans agenda spreading fear and hate.   We have nothing to fear in the trans agenda, trans people 
just want to be seen and accepted as part of society.  

Nothing about being trans is cause for excluding them from societey, whether its how they dress, 
what pronouns they would have you use, the medical treatments prescribed by their doctors, or 
how they understand gender in a more complex and profound way than some other people,. 
Trans people are people, citizens, our neighbors. They deserve the right to seek medical services 
appropriate to their needs. 

This bill allows trans people, citizens, your neighbors to seek care from their chosen medical 
providers.  Failure to support this bill will promote and legitimize the fear and hate being 
spread.  Isolating these people pushing them to consider suicide. 

I don't know what arguments will be presented by others to stop this bill, please consider that 
whatever tragic case may be presented in example, preventing other citizens, our neighbors from 
seaking proper medical attention is not the answer. 

This bill saves lives. 

Vote yes Hb1875 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 10:16:54 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Annie Chung Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a healthcare provider and long time resident of Hawaii, I am fully supporting HB 18875 as 
protecting access to gender affirming care and reproductive health care is essential for all 
people.  This gives each person dignity and respect as bodily autonomy is a human right.  Thank 
you very much!   
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 10:32:03 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Simpliciano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am asking you to support HB1875 as Hawai'i may be one of the most supportive states for trans 
and nonbinary people. The current conservative U.S. administration frames gender-affirming 
care as bad by emphasizing surgeries on trans minors, ignoring that people of all gender 
identities recieve gender-affirming care. However, gender affirming care actually improves the 
mental health of those who recieve it through social affirmations. Supporting gender-affirming 
care can help improve self-esteem in youth and mitigate anxiety, depression, hopelessness, and 
sucidal ideations. 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 1:43:20 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Crystal Moreno Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair , Vice Chair and fellow committee members, 

My name is Crystal Moreno. I am submitting this testimony in support of House Bill 1875 
relating to protecting gender-affiirming care. As a health care worker, I stand by protecting the 
privacy and well being of my patients, and my support of this bill is part of that effort.  
 
Mahalo nui loa for your time, 

Crystal Moreno 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:53:45 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

F. Samis Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Health and Consumer Protection and Commerece 
Committees, 

I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of this measure. 

Gender affirming care is life saving care.  I urge you to pass this bill for the many people in our 
state who rely on this care to live out their truset lives.  It is the legislature's duty to serve the 
people and all people deserve life saving and sustaining medical care. 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 8:15:10 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Wong Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee. I am submitting testimony in strong support of 
HB1875. As a 
member of this community, I believe every family deserves access to medically necessary care 
without fear of 
political interference. This bill protects the LGBTQ community and is necessary for safe medical 
care. Please stand with our community 
and support HB1875. 
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HB-1875 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 8:52:20 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amy K Chang Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members. I am a healthcare provider who works with transgender patients. 
Gender-affirming 
care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. HB1875 protects providers from 
politically motivated 
interference and allows us to practice ethical medicine. I strongly urge your support to protect the 
well-being and lives of those who need gender-affirming care. 
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