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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 1875 HD2 SD1
RELATING TO HEALTH CARE
Ke Komike ‘Aha Kenekoa o ka Ho‘okolokolo
(Senate Committee on Judiciary)
Ke Kapitala ‘o Hawai‘i
(Hawai‘i State Capitol)

‘Apelila 7, 2026 10:15 AM Lumi 016

Aloha e Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Senate Committee on
Judiciary:

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS HB1875 HD2 SD1 which
extends Hawai‘i’s existing protections for reproductive health care to include gender-
affirming health care, establishes remedies against abusive litigation, limits improper
disclosure and use of protected health information, and protects providers from certain
adverse actions by medical malpractice insurers and health carriers solely for providing
lawful care.

OHA supports this measure because Hawai‘i has a strong constitutional tradition of
protecting privacy, bodily autonomy, equality, and personal liberty. This bill is grounded
in those values. It responds to a shifting legal landscape in which people seeking or
providing lawful care in one state may face civil, criminal, or professional consequences
driven by another state’s laws. Hawai‘i has a legitimate interest in ensuring its residents,
providers, and health care institutions are not pulled into abusive interstate litigation or
compelled disclosure simply for engaging in care lawful under Hawai‘i law.

This measure also matters from a Native Hawaiian cultural and equity perspective.
Mahu, transgender, and gender non-conforming people have deep roots in traditional
Hawaiian society and remain a significant but often unacknowledged part of Hawai‘i’s
community today. Hawaiian culture has a long history of gender diversity and acceptance
of people who would now be understood as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or gender
non-conforming. In pre-colonial Hawaiian society, aikane and mahu were revered and
held important roles in community life and in certain cultural practices. Yet today, mahu,
transgender, and gender non-conforming people continue to face systemic and often
harmful discrimination that is not reflective of Hawai‘i’s cultural history or traditional
values. Protecting dignity, privacy, and access to lawful care for transgender and gender-
diverse people is therefore not only a civil rights issue, but also consistent with Hawai‘i’s
own cultural traditions and values.



OHA also supports the bill’s practical structure. It does not create new insurance
coverage mandates. Instead, it focuses on protecting lawful care from external
interference, preventing misuse of state resources for out-of-state investigations or
proceedings, limiting improper use and disclosure of protected health information, and
ensuring providers are not penalized by insurers or carriers solely for offering lawful
reproductive or gender-affirming health care. These are reasonable, governance-based
protections aimed at preserving Hawai‘i’s policy choices within Hawai‘i’s borders.

In a time of growing legal uncertainty and political division around this subject,
OHA believes Hawai‘i should be clear and consistent in protecting lawful care, patient
privacy, and provider stability. This bill reflects sound public policy, respect for
constitutional rights, and protection for vulnerable people and communities.

For these reasons, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs respectfully urges this Committee
to PASS HB1875 HD2 SD1. Mahalo nui for the opportunity to provide testimony on this
measure.
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To: Senate Committee on Judiciary
From: Carlotta Amerino, Director
Date: April 7, 2026, 10:15 a.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 016

Re: Testimony on H.B. No. 1875, H.D. 2, S.D. 1
Relating to Health Care

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, which would,
among other things, amend protections for reproductive health care services to
include gender-affirming health care services. The Office of Information Practices
(OIP) takes no position on the substance of this bill, but supports the proposed
amendment to section 323J-4, HRS, which would fix a potential conflict between the
existing language of that section and chapter 92F, HRS, the Uniform Information
Practices Act (UIPA).

That section currently prohibits government agencies as defined in the UIPA
and their employees from providing any information “in furtherance of any out-of-
state or interstate investigation or proceeding seeking to impose civil or criminal
liability” for the provision, use of, or assistance related to reproductive health care
services. Since the definition of “agency” is explicitly based on that used in the
UIPA, the prohibition is clearly intended to apply to UIPA requests. The problem is
that the prohibition on disclosing information applies not just to patient health
information or similarly confidential information but to information in general, and

1t 1s not limited to a situation in which the agency or employee furnishing
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information actually knows that the record request was made in connection with an
Investigation or proceeding seeking to impose liability. An agency providing records
as required under the UIPA could thereby find itself in violation of section 323J-4,
HRS.

This bill (starting at page 15 line 11) would amend section 323J-4, HRS, to
limit the prohibition to situations where an agency discloses nonpublic information
under the UIPA in furtherance of an investigation or proceeding seeking to impose
liability as described. This amendment makes clear that the general prohibition on
disclosure does not bar an agency from disclosing public records, and OIP supports
it.

Thank you for considering OIP’s testimony.
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April 2, 2026

TO: SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair
Honorable Members

FROM: John C. (Jack) Lewin, MD, Administrator, SHPDA, and Sr. Advisor to
Governor Josh Green, MD on Healthcare Innovation

RE: HB 1875-HD2-SD1 -- RELATING TO HEALTH CARE.
HEARING: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 @ 10:15 am; Conference Room 016

POSITION: SUPPORT with COMMENTS

Testimony:
SHPDA strongly supports HB 1875-HD2-SD1, with comments.

This bill is intended to update Hawai‘i’'s existing shield law so it clearly protects
both reproductive health care and gender-affirming health care that are lawful in
Hawai‘i. The bill more clearly addresses requests for protected health information in light
of federal rule changes, adds protections against abusive lawsuits or other legal actions
tied to lawful care, and bars malpractice insurers and health plans from penalizing
providers just because they provide this care. This bill also makes clear that it is not
creating any new health insurance coverage mandate. Overall, the bill helps patients,
providers, and people who assist them feel safer from out-of-state interference while
preserving access to lawful care in Hawali'i.

This bill provides practical protections that help keep Hawai‘i’'s health care
system stable and responsive. It expands Hawai'‘i's existing shield law to cover both
reproductive health care and gender-affirming health care that are lawful here, clarifies
when protected health information may be disclosed under updated federal rules,
creates remedies against abusive lawsuits or other legal actions tied to lawful care, and
prevents malpractice insurers and health carriers from penalizing providers just because
they offer that care. This bill also makes clear that it does not create any new health
insurance coverage mandate. Overall, these changes help protect patient privacy,
reduce legal risk for providers, and support continued access to lawful care in Hawali'i.



HB 1875-HD2-SD1.: testimony of SHPDA (2026), continued

In closing, HB 1875-HD2-SD1 strengthened the bill by filling gaps in Hawai‘i's
current law, including adding protections related to updated federal privacy rules, giving
people a way to respond to abusive out-of-state lawsuits, and protecting providers from
being dropped or penalized by malpractice insurers or health plans solely for providing
lawful care. It also makes clear that the bill does not require any new health insurance
benefit. These added protections help make the law more workable in practice and give
greater certainty to the people and providers who rely on it.

Thank you for hearing HB 1875-HD2-SD1.
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

-- Jack Lewin, MD, Administrator, SHPDA



Hawai‘i

Committee: Senate Committee on Judiciary

Hearing Date/Time: Tuesday, April 7, 2026, at 10:15 a.m.

Place: Conference Room 016 & Via Videoconference

Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai!i in SUPPORT of

HB1875 HD2 SD1: Relating to Health Care

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee:

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai!i (“ACLU-HI") writes in support of
HB1875 HD2 SD1, which expands protections established under ACT 2, Session Laws
of Hawaii 2023 to include gender-affirming health care services. It also establishes
protections against abusive litigation and prohibits medical malpractice insurers and
health carriers from taking certain adverse actions against health care providers solely
on the basis that the health care provider provides lawful reproductive or gender-
affirming health care.

Adding gender-affirming care protections to our shield law is imperative to honoring
Hawai'i’s cultural and genealogical integrity. In Kanaka Maoli culture, m!h** describes
someone who embodies k!ne and wahine energies.! While the visibility of m!h**
individuals has recently increased, ongoing barriers to gender-affirming care remain.?

Transgender youth who are affirmed in their gender by their families establish healthy
relationships with their parents and peers, do better in school, and are better equipped
to plan for their future.® Denying them this support increases their likelihood of
dropping out of school and increases their risk for substance use, depression, anxiety,
and suicide.* In 2023, 63% of Kanaka !#iwi high school transgender youth or youth

! Papa Ola Ltkahi. No Ka M!h"i Toolkit. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/No_Ka_Mahui_v3.pdf

2 Regidor, 1., Haitsuka, K., Cavalieri, M., & Machida, A. (2025). H!pu'u Ke Aloha: M!h" Listening Tour
Report. Papa Ola L!kahi. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/Digital_1Page_Version_Layout Hapuu_Report July25.pdf

¥ Human Rights Campaign Foundation. (2024). 2024 Report on the Experiences of Parents of Transgender
and Non-binary Children. Human Rights Campaign. https://reports.hrc.org/experiences-of-parents-of-
transgender-and-non-binary-children#child-mental-health

4 Matouk, K.M. & Wald, M. (2022, March). Gender-affirming Care Saves Lives. Columbia University
Department of Psychiatry. https://www.columbiapsychiatry.org/news/gender-affirming-care-saves-lives.




questioning their gender reported signs of depression.® In 2024, more than 1 in 3
transgender/unsure of gender youth attempted suicide.® This measure is essential to
ensuring the well-being of Hawai!i’s communities and families.

The federal administration’s persistent attacks have created more barriers to access.
Health insurance companies have limited or outright stopped coverage, including for
hormone therapies and surgical procedures.’” Patients should not have to fear being
denied coverage or having their medical information shared. Healthcare providers
should not lose licensure for providing life-saving care. The government has no place
interfering with the private medical decisions made between patients and their
providers for reproductive health or gender-affirming care.

As other states have criminalized care that is legal in Hawai'i, we support protections
from abusive litigation to allow those who are targeted by hostile states to defend
themselves and to stop legal harrassment designed to incite fear, including providing
recovery of damages, legal fees and injunctions. We agree that out-of-state judgments
and subpoenas should be blocked. Hawai!i courts should not enforce out-of-state
actions punishing legal care. Hawai!i must ensure that families, providers, and patients
are not harmed by outside laws.

By passing this legislation, Hawai'i would join many other states and Washington, D.C.,
who have passed shield laws protecting access to gender-affirming care.® It ensures that
everyone has the fundamental right to bodily autonomy and privacy, and that everyone
can live healthy lives that address their individual needs.®

See ACLU National: https://www.aclu.org/issues/Igbtg-rights/transgender-rights/transgender-people-
and-health-care

> Hawail!i State Departments of Education and Health, Hawai'i Health Data Warehouse, Hawai!i School
Health Survey: Youth Risk Behavior Survey.
https://hhdw.org/report/query/selection/yrbs/_YRBSSelection.html

& Hawai!i Sexual and Gender (SGM) Minority Workgroup. Sexual & Gender Minority Youth in Hawaili.
(2024). https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2024/03/Presentation-SGM-Youth-in-HI-2017-
2019-FINAL-VERSION-2-3-4-2024.pdf

"Valera, Medeleine. (2025, December 1). Trans Community Hits New Barriers To Gender-Affirming Care in
Hawaili. Civil Beat. https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/12/advocates-fight-protect-gender-affirming-care-
hawaii/

8 Movement Advancement Project. Transgender Healthcare “Shield” Laws.
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws

® Human Rights Campaign. Get the Facts on Gender-Affirming Care. https://www.hrc.org/resources/get-
the-facts-on-gender-affirming-care

|




Protecting reproductive health and gender-affirming care strengthens community
safety, where everyone has the freedom to be their authentic selves. We strongly urge
you to pass HB1875 HD2 SD1.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Donavan Kamakani Albano
Donavan Kamakani Albano
Policy Fellow

ACLU of Hawaili
dalbano@acluhawaii.org

With more than 4,000 Hawaii-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Hawai‘i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and Hawai‘i State
Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The ACLU of Hawai'i is a
non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public
and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of Hawai!i has been serving our communities in

Hawai‘i for over 60 years.
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Hawaii Medical Association
1360 South Beretania Street, Suite 200 -

Honol

Phone: 808.536. 7702 - Fax: 808.528.2376 - hawai i

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair

Date: April 7, 2026
From: Hawaii Medical Association (HMA)
Elizabeth Ann Ignacio MD - Chair, HMA Public Policy Committee
Christina Marzo MD and Robert Carlisle MD, Vice Chairs, HMA Public Policy Committee

RE HB 1875 HD2 SD1 RELATING TO HEALTH CARE. Gender-Affirming Health Care Services;
Reproductive Health Care Services; Protections; Abusive Litigation; Medical Malpractice
Insurance; Health Carriers; Protected Health Information; Covered Entities.

Position: Support

This measure would expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include
gender-affirming health care services, including clarifying permitted disclosures of protected
health information to address changes in federal regulations, establish protections against
abusive litigation, prohibit medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking certain
adverse actions against health care providers solely on the basis that the health care provider
provides lawful reproductive health care services or gender-affirming health care services. (SD1)

HMA supports this measure as amended by the Senate Committees on Health and Consumer
Protection. The decisions about medically necessary care, including gender-affirming care,
should be grounded in clinical evidence and made between patients and their clinicians, not
restricted by punitive laws. HMA supports this measure to protect patients from interference that
is a dangerous intrusion into the practice of medicine and can do harm. Medical care should be
inclusive, respectful, and evidence-based, with policy efforts facilitating access to appropriate
services and eliminating barriers to quality health outcomes.

Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify in support of this measure.

2026 Hawaii Medical Association Public Policy Coordination Team

El'i zabeth A Il gnacio, MD, Chai raMarzoRMDp/eerChair Car |l i sl e, MD,

Linda Rosehill, JD, Government Relations ¢« Marc

2026 Hawaii Medical Association Officers
Nadine Tenn-Salle, MD, President ¢ Jerald Garcia, MD,Pr es i de &t i ERbet h e+ AnlmmddigtePascPiestddent MD ,

Vice
Al exan

Laeton Pang, MD, Tr easur er + T hSentarse tKaorsya sta ,MaMOt Al exander, Executive
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LIBERTARIAN

PARTY of HAWAII

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii opposes HB1875. It explicitly expands the exact same statutory
shield framework enacted in Act 2 (SLH 2023) to protect “lawful reproductive health care services.” That
2023 law was passed to shield providers and patients from out-of-state liability after Dobbs. This bill
simply inserts “gender-affirming health care services” into the identical protections. It covers everything
from malpractice immunity and insurance mandates to restrictions on record disclosure. It also adds new
“protections against abusive litigation” that apply equally to both reproductive-health providers and
gender-affirming-care providers.

We reject this on principle.

Bundling the two issues in this way is not neutral protection of bodily autonomy; it is the
opposite. It uses the reproductive-care shield as a Trojan horse to grant one side of a separate, highly
contested medical debate. It grants special immunity from market consequences, patient lawsuits, and
parental oversight, especially when minors are involved. We do not support the government tilting the
scales by carving out privileged classes of providers and procedures.

Libertarians champion individual liberty, bodily autonomy, and personal responsibility. Adults
have the absolute right to make their own medical decisions. Parents have the fundamental right to direct
the upbringing and medical care of their minor children. The government has no business inserting itself
into the doctor-patient-parent relationship to grant one side special legal armor while leaving patients,
families, and dissenting providers exposed.

HB1875 does exactly the opposite of protecting autonomy.

It distorts the private insurance market by forbidding carriers from underwriting risk according to
their own actuarial judgment. It shields providers from legitimate malpractice claims, even when
experimental or irreversible interventions are performed. Let science, ethics, and informed consent
prevail.

We already support genuine bodily-autonomy legislation such as HB2512 and HB2199, which
protect every individual’s right to refuse or choose medical interventions without coercion. HB1875 is not
that bill. It is the opposite: it protects providers from patients.

The smallest minority on earth is the individual.

When the government begins carving out protected classes of providers and procedures, it ceases
to be a neutral referee and becomes an active participant in harming the individuals it claims to “protect.”
We have seen this pattern before. Special protections quickly become mandates, and mandates quickly
become censorship of dissenting medical choices.

For these reasons the Libertarian Party of Hawaii respectfully urges the Committee to KILL HB1875.

For liberty,
Abbra Green | LPHI Secretary | LibertarianHawaii.com | (808)824-LPHI



http://libertarianhawaii.com
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INSTITUTE
Date: April 2,2026
To:  Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary

RE: Supportfor HB 1875 HD2 SD1, Relating To Health Care

Hrg: April 7,2026, at 10:15 AM, Conference Room 016

The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute,* supports HB 1875 HD2 SD1, relating to
health care. This bill expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023,
to include gender-affirming health care services.

Gender-Affirming Care Promotes Overall Wellness

A 2022 study by Stanford University School of Medicine found that positive
mental health outcomes were higher for transgender people who accessed
hormone replacement therapy as teenagers.? Moreover, a review of 53 studies
published in the Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health found that after
receiving gender-affirming care, depression, anxiety, suicidality, suicide attempts,
and gender dysphoria were significantly reduced.?

Support from Health Organizations

In 2016, the American Public Health Association (APHA) released a
statement entitled “Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health
through Inclusive Policies and Practices” that states, in part, that the
APHA “urges Congress and state legislatures to enact legislation to
protect the rights, legal benefits, and access to services of people of all

gender identities and expressions.

Moreover, the American Psychological Association’s (APA) Policy
Statement on Affirming Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender,
Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary Individuals, Addressing Misinformation,
and the Role of Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary Individuals, Addressing

! Hawai‘i Public Health Institute’s mission is to advance health and wellness for the people
and islands of Hawai‘i. We do this through expanding our understanding of what creates
health of people and place, fostering partnerships, and cultivating programs to improve
policies, systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play.
2Better mental health found among transgender people who started hormones as teens,
Stanford Medicine, 2022.

% Mental health and guality of life outcomes of gender-affirming surgery: A systematic
literature review, Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health, 2023.

“Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health through Inclusive Policies and
Practices, American Public Health Association, 2018.



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19359705.2021.2016537?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19359705.2021.2016537?src=recsys
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2022/01/mental-health-hormone-treatment-transgender-people.html

u INSTITUTE

Misinformation, and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science asserts that “the APA
underscores the necessity for access to comprehensive, gender-affirming healthcare for

transgender, gender-diverse, and nonbinary children, adolescents, and adults.™

Attorney General Statement

On February 4, 2025, Hawai'‘i Attorney General Anne Lopez joined a coalition of 14 attorneys
general to reaffirm their commitment to protect access to gender-affirming care. In a publicly
released statement the coalition noted, “As state attorneys general, we stand firmly in support of
healthcare policies that respect the dignity and rights of all people. Health care decisions should
be made by patients, families and doctors, not by a politician trying to restrict freedoms.
Gender-affirming care is essential, lifesaving medical treatment that supports individuals in living

as their authentic selves®

Across the nation, we are witnessing sweeping efforts to restrict access to gender-affirming care
for transgender individuals, including a presidential executive order that would end federal
funding to medical institutions that provide gender-affirming care.” In response, our state has an
obligation to protect the fundamental right to health care for the LGBTQ+ community, as well as
the patients and medical practitioners who seek and provide such care.

We hope you will pass this bill to safeguard access to basic health care for our island home.

Mabhalo,

y ol 4

Policy and Advocacy Associate

5 APA Policy Statement on Affirming Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender, Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary
Individuals, Addressing Misinformation, and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science, American Psychological
Association, 2024.

SAttorney General Lopez and 13 Other Attorneys General Issue Joint Statement on Protecting Access to

Gender-Affirming Care, February 4, 2025.
“President Trump Issues EO Intended to Restrict Gender-Affirming Care for Minors, Association of American Medical

Colleges, January 2025.



https://www.aamc.org/advocacy-policy/washington-highlights/president-trump-issues-eo-intended-restrict-gender-affirming-care-minors
https://www.aamc.org/advocacy-policy/washington-highlights/president-trump-issues-eo-intended-restrict-gender-affirming-care-minors
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/2025-15-ag-news-release-attorney-general-lopez-and-13-other-attorneys-general-issue-joint-statement-on-protecting-access-to-gender-affirming-care/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/2025-15-ag-news-release-attorney-general-lopez-and-13-other-attorneys-general-issue-joint-statement-on-protecting-access-to-gender-affirming-care/
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/transgender-nonbinary-inclusive-care.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/transgender-nonbinary-inclusive-care.pdf
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» HAWAI HEALTH
. & HARM REDUCTION CENTER

The New Chapter for Life Foundation and The CHOW Project

To: Committee on Judiciary

Hearing Date/Time: Tuesday April 7, 2026 10:15 am

Re: Testimony in Strong Support of HB 1875 HD2 SD1

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard and Members of the Committee

The Hawaii Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) supports HB 1875 HD 2 SD1 which expand
protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming care services. This bill also

establishes protections for health care providers who are providing lawful reproductive healthcare
services or gender-affirming care services. A gender-affirming care shield law is in accord with

constitutional and statutory protections. Hawai
privacy* The right of t he p eandshalenotbednfripgediwithaut tile shoveingr e c o g ni
of a compelling state interest.” Gender identity
Hawai “"i’s nondiscrimination | aw

Gender-affirming health care is vital for those who need it. Transgender persons disproportionately face
a range of challenges to their health and well-being, including lack of access to appropriate medical care,
elevated levels of housing instability and underemployment, and heightened vulnerability to
victimization (sexual, physical, and psychological) and behavioral health challenges.

HHHRC' s mredus haompromate héalth, create wellness and fight stigma in Hawaii and the
Pacific. We focus our efforts on those disproportionately affected by social determinants of health,
including but not limited to: people living with and/or affected by HIV, hepatitis, substance use, and the
transgender, LGBQ and the Native Hawaiian communities.

HHHRC is one of the largest providers of Gender Affirming Care in the islands. This bill will:

* Ensure medical decisions are made by health care providers, patients and their families —
the people who should have the autonomy to make healthcare decisions

* Protect people accessing Gender Affirming Care and healthcare providers who are
following medical guidelines with from litigation and ensure their privacy protections

HHHRC get calls daily from concerned patients, their families and loved ones who are scared
about not only losing access to care, but also the hate, discrimination and stigma they are facing
on a daily basis. Research shows that Gender Affirming Care saves lives. Please join 14 other
states in passing this important bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Heather Lusk, Executive Director, Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center

677 Ala Moana Blvd. Suite 226 * Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
www.hhhrc.org
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April 7, 2026 | Conference Room 016/ Via Videoconference
Testimony in Strong Support of HB1875 HD2 SD1 — Relating to Health Care

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard and Members of the Committee:

My name is Abby Simmons, Chair of the Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, and I
am submitting this testimony on behalf of the Stonewall Caucus in strong support of HB1875 HD2
SD1.

HB1875 HD2 SD1 continues Hawai‘i’s leadership in protecting access to essential health care by
strengthening safeguards for both reproductive and gender-affirming care. These protections include
preventing abusive litigation, safeguarding patient privacy, and ensuring that providers are not
penalized for delivering lawful, evidence-based care.

Protect