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TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1875 HD2 RELATING TO HEALTH
CARE

Aloha Members of the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services, and the Committee on

Commerce and Consumer Protection,

The Hawai‘i State Youth Commission was first created through Act 106 in 2018, “to advise the
governor and legislature on the effects of legislative policies, needs, assessments, priorities,
programs, and budgets concerning the youth of the State.” The Hawai‘i State Youth

Commission’s Public Health legislative committee is in_strong support of HB1875 HD2.

HB1875 HD2 expands existing protections under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include patients,
providers, and individuals who assist others in accessing gender-affirming health care services,
shielding them from out-of-state investigations and prosecutions. Specifically, the measure
ensures that Hawai’i courts and state agencies do not cooperate with external abusive

litigation—civil and criminal legal actions—targeting individuals for undertaking lawful health



care services within our state. This clarification is necessary to prevent the adverse effect that
interstate enforcement attempts, including subpoenas or civil liability claims, may have on both

patients and providers.

Approximately 3.6% of Hawaii’s youth aged 13-17 identify as transgender, compared to
approximately 3.3% nationally*. Nationally, approximately 39%? of all transgender youth ages
13-17 live in one of the 26 states that have passed bans on gender-affirming care. Major medical
organizations including the American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics,
and the American Psychological Association recognize gender-affirming care as evidence-based
treatment, and research associates access with improved mental health outcomes®. A 2024
national survey* found that 39% of LGBTQ+ youth seriously considered attempting suicide that
year alone, including 46% of transgender and non-binary youth, and that half of those who
sought mental health services were unable to access them. Clear legal protections help safeguard

continuity of care and reduce barriers for vulnerable youth.

Hawaii has consistently affirmed its commitment to protecting bodily autonomy and access to
safe and legal health care services. Individuals should not face investigation, prosecution, or civil
liability across state lines for seeking, providing, or assisting access to care in Hawaii. For these

reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to PASS HB1875 HD2.

Mabhalo for the opportunity to testify,

The Hawai‘i State Youth Commission
hawaiistateyc@gmail.com

! https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/trans-adults-united-states/
2 https://www.hrc.org/resources/attacks-on-gender-affirming-care-by-state-map

ng-medical-care
4 https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2024/
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OFFICE OF INFORMATION PRACTICES
STATE OF HAWAII

NoO. 1 CAPITOL DISTRICT BUILDING

250 SOUTH HOTEL STREET, SUITE 107

HONOLULU, HAWATI'T 96813

TELEPHONE: 808-586-1400 FAX: 808-586-1412

EMAIL: oip@hawaii.gov

To: Senate Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection
and on Health and Human Services

From: Carlotta Amerino, Director

Date: March 20, 2026, 9:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 229

Re: Testimony on H.B. No. 1875, H.D. 2
Relating to Health Care

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, which would,
among other things, amend protections for reproductive health care services to
include gender-affirming health care services. The Office of Information Practices
(OIP) takes no position on the substance of this bill, but supports the proposed
amendment to section 323J-4, HRS, which would fix a potential conflict between the
existing language of that section and chapter 92F, HRS, the Uniform Information
Practices Act (UIPA).

That section currently prohibits government agencies as defined in the UIPA
and their employees from providing any information “in furtherance of any out-of-
state or interstate investigation or proceeding seeking to impose civil or criminal
liability” for the provision, use of, or assistance related to reproductive health care
services. Since the definition of “agency” is explicitly based on that used in the
UIPA, the prohibition is clearly intended to apply to UIPA requests. The problem is
that the prohibition on disclosing information applies not just to patient health

information or similarly confidential information but to information in general, and
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it is not limited to a situation in which the agency or employee furnishing
information actually knows that the record request was made in connection with an
Investigation or proceeding seeking to impose liability. An agency providing records
as required under the UIPA could thereby find itself in violation of section 323J-4,
HRS.

This bill (starting at page 14 line 20) would amend section 323J-4, HRS, to
limit the prohibition to situations where an agency discloses nonpublic information
under the UIPA in furtherance of an investigation or proceeding seeking to impose
liability as described. This amendment makes clear that the general prohibition on
disclosure does not bar an agency from disclosing public records, and OIP supports
it.

Thank you for considering OIP’s testimony.
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March 18, 2026

TO: SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair

Senator Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair

Honorable Members

FROM: John C. (Jack) Lewin, MD, Administrator, SHPDA, and Sr. Advisor to
Governor Josh Green, MD on Healthcare Innovation

RE: HB 1875-HD2 -- RELATING TO HEALTH CARE
HEARING: Friday, March 20, 2026 @ 09:30 am; Conference Room 229

POSITION: SUPPORT with COMMENTS

Testimony:
SHPDA strongly supports HB1875-HD2, with comments.

This bill is intended to update Hawai'i’s existing shield law so it clearly protects
both reproductive health care and gender-affirming health care that are lawful in
Hawai‘i. The bill more clearly addresses requests for protected health information in
light of federal rule changes, adds protections against abusive lawsuits or other legal
actions tied to lawful care, and bars malpractice insurers and health plans from
penalizing providers just because they provide this care. This bill also makes clear that
it Is not creating any new health insurance coverage mandate. Overall, the bill helps
patients, providers, and people who assist them feel safer from out-of-state interference
while preserving access to lawful care in Hawalii.

This bill provides practical protections that help keep Hawai‘i’'s health care
system stable and responsive. It expands Hawai'‘i's existing shield law to cover both
reproductive health care and gender-affirming health care that are lawful here, clarifies
when protected health information may be disclosed under updated federal rules,
creates remedies against abusive lawsuits or other legal actions tied to lawful care, and
prevents malpractice insurers and health carriers from penalizing providers just because



HB 1875-HD2: testimony of SHPDA (2026), continued.

they offer that care. This bill also makes clear that it does not create any new health
insurance coverage mandate. Overall, these changes help protect patient privacy,
reduce legal risk for providers, and support continued access to lawful care in Hawai'i.

In closing, HD2 strengthens the bill by filling gaps in Hawai‘i's current law,
including adding protections related to updated federal privacy rules, giving people a
way to respond to abusive out-of-state lawsuits, and protecting providers from being
dropped or penalized by malpractice insurers or health plans solely for providing lawful
care. It also makes clear that the bill does not require any new health insurance benefit.
These added protections help make the law more workable in practice and give greater
certainty to the people and providers who rely on it.

Thank you for hearing HB1875-HD?2.
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

-- Jack Lewin, MD, Administrator, SHPDA



H a w aStdtei Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer Plus Commission

Advocating for the H a w a LGBTQIA+ Community

Mailing Address: LGBTQ+ Commission, c/o The Department of Human Services, Email: hawaiistatelgbtgpluscommission@gmail.com
P.O. Box 339, Honolulu, H a w a96809-0339 Web: https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtq-commission/

March 16, 2026

S e n a tCenmimittees on Health and Human Services & Commerce and Consumer Protection
H a w aState iCapitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Friday, March 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM
RE: Strong Support for House Bill 1875 HD 2
Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs, and fellow committee members,

| am writing in strong support of House Bill 1875 HD 2 on behalf of the H a w aState iLesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer Plus (LGBTQ+) Commission, which was established by the
2022 H a w aState iLegislature to
“ i mp tthe Stae's interface with members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer, plus community; identify the short- and long-range needs of its members; and
ensure that there is an effective means of researching, planning, and advocating for the
equity of this population in all aspects of stategover nment . ”

The Hawai ‘i State LGBTQ+ CommistangsupportiafHonset s t hi s
Bill 1875 HD 2, which expands the protections established under Act 2, Session Laws of

Hawai ‘i 2023, t o e xaflirmingcheatth care semice$, datifg pegnitedd e r

disclosures of protected health information in response to evolving federal regulations, establish

protections against abusive litigation, and prohibit adverse actions by medical malpractice

insurers and health carriers against providers who lawfully deliver reproductive and gender-

affirming care.

House Bill 1875 is a necessary and logical extension of Act 2, SLH 2023. As attacks on bodily

autonomy, patient privacy, and evidence-based medical care escalate across the continent,

Hawai ‘i has taken principled acers,amfamiiesrermmur e t ha:
protected. This measure reinforces Hawifisdving s comm
health care, including gender-affirming care, which is recognized by every major medical

association as essential, evidence-based treatment.

Gender-affirming health care is not abstract or theoretical - it saves lives. Forma h 4 ,

transgender, nonbinary, and gender-diverse people, access to timely and appropriate care is

directly linked to improved mental health outcomes, reduced rates of depression and suicidality,

and the ability to live with dignity and authenticity. House Bill 1875 ensures that these

individuals can access care in Hawai ‘i without f e
motivated litigation, insurance retaliation, or shifting federal policies designed to undermine

patient-provider relationships.

Proudly established pursuant to H a W aRevisdd Statutes Chapter 369, as enacted through Act 41, Session Laws of Ha w a2022 i

€Yhawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission ﬁ)@hawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission mhawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission ﬁ@HawaiiStateLGBTQPIusCommission
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Hl State LGBTQ+ Commission Testimony in Support of HB 1875 HD 2

Importantly, this bill also protects health care providers by prohibiting insurers and health
carriers from taking adverse actions solely because a provider offers lawful reproductive or

gender-affirming health care services. Without these protections, Hawa i [ ri sks |l osing

providers to fear-driven policies imported from outside our state, policies that do not reflect our
values, our communities, or our commitment to equity and compassion.

House Bill 1875 embodies the very reason the

created: to advise, advocate, and advance policies that protect the civil rights, health, and
safety of LGBTQ+ pAtatiméveheninta hHIGBTQIA+, and QTPI+
communities, particularly transgender and gender-diverse people, are facing unprecedented

Ha wa i

|l egislative and | egal attacks nationwide, Hawai ‘i

By passing House Bill 1875, the Legislature
ideologically driven efforts from the continent to dictate access to essential health care within

affir

our state. Il nstead, Hawai i c hiderssamcsupholdthepr ot ect pa-

fundamental right to health care free from discrimination and intimidation.

For these reasons, t he Ha wastrongly ssippartsdHouseEBlIT Q +
1875 HD 2 and respectfully urges the Committee to pass this measure.

If you or any member of your staff has any questions regarding my testimony you can reach me
at hawaiistatelgbtgpluscommission@gmail.com.

Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration,

Michael Golojuch, Jr. (he/him)
Vice Chair
H a w aState LGBTQ+ Commission

Inclusive LGBTQIA+ Glossary

TheHawai “i State L GBas®iswebpagemanddshatisdedicated to
understanding and being able to use the correct terms when talking about the rainbow

communityfromma had to LGBTQI A+ to QTPI + t @lisMuRdAtRid +

page is not an exhaustive list and will be updated as appropriate.

Commi !
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INSTITUTE
Date: March 16,2026

To:  Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair
Senator Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection

RE: Support for HB 1875 HD2, Relating To Health Care

Hrg: March 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM, Conference Room 229

The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute,* supports HB 1875 HD2 relating to health
care. This bill expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to
include gender-affirming health care services.

Gender-Affirming Care Promotes Overall Wellness

A 2022 study by Stanford University School of Medicine found that positive
mental health outcomes were higher for transgender people who accessed
hormone replacement therapy as teenagers.? Moreover, a review of 53 studies
published in the Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health found that after
receiving gender-affirming care, depression, anxiety, suicidality, suicide attempts,
and gender dysphoria were significantly reduced.?

Support from Health Organizations

In 2016, the American Public Health Association (APHA) released a
statement entitled “Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health
through Inclusive Policies and Practices” that states, in part, that the
APHA “urges Congress and state legislatures to enact legislation to
protect the rights, legal benefits, and access to services of people of all

gender identities and expressions.

Moreover, the American Psychological Association’s (APA) Policy
Statement on Affirming Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender,

! Hawai‘i Public Health Institute’s mission is to advance health and wellness for the people
and islands of Hawai‘i. We do this through expanding our understanding of what creates
health of people and place, fostering partnerships, and cultivating programs to improve
policies, systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play.
2Better mental health found among transgender people who started hormones as teens,
Stanford Medicine, 2022.

% Mental health and guality of life outcomes of gender-affirming surgery: A systematic
literature review, Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health, 2023.

“Promoting Transgender and Gender Minority Health through Inclusive Policies and
Practices, American Public Health Association, 2018.
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Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary Individuals, Addressing Misinformation,
and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science asserts that “the APA
underscores the necessity for access to comprehensive, gender-affirming



u INSTITUTE

healthcare for transgender, gender-diverse, and nonbinary children, adolescents, and adults.”

Attorney General Statement

On February 4, 2025, Hawai'‘i Attorney General Anne Lopez joined a coalition of 14 attorneys
general to reaffirm their commitment to protect access to gender-affirming care. In a publicly
released statement the coalition noted, “As state attorneys general, we stand firmly in support of
healthcare policies that respect the dignity and rights of all people. Health care decisions should
be made by patients, families and doctors, not by a politician trying to restrict freedoms.
Gender-affirming care is essential, lifesaving medical treatment that supports individuals in living

as their authentic selves®

Across the nation, we are witnessing sweeping efforts to restrict access to gender-affirming care
for transgender individuals, including a presidential executive order that would end federal
funding to medical institutions that provide gender-affirming care.” In response, our state has an
obligation to protect the fundamental right to health care for the LGBTQ+ community, as well as
the patients and medical practitioners who seek and provide such care.

We hope you will pass this bill to safeguard access to basic health care for our island home.

Mabhalo,

e 74

Policy and Advocacy Associate

5 APA Policy Statement on Affirming Evidence-Based Inclusive Care for Transgender, Gender Diverse, and Nonbinary
Individuals, Addressing Misinformation, and the Role of Psychological Practice and Science, American Psychological
Association, 2024.

SAttorney General Lopez and 13 Other Attorneys General Issue Joint Statement on Protecting Access to

Gender-Affirming Care, February 4, 2025.
“President Trump Issues EO Intended to Restrict Gender-Affirming Care for Minors, Association of American Medical

Colleges, January 2025.
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HEARING OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES (HHS)
AND COMMERCE & CONSUMER PROTECTION (CPN)
March 20, 2026 | 9:30 AM | Conference Room 229 / Via Videoconference

Testimony in Strong Support of HB1875 HD2 — Relating to Health Care

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chairs McKelvey and Fukunaga, and
Esteemed Members of the Committees:

My name is Abby Simmons,Chai r of the Stonewall Caucangl of t h
am submitting this testimony on behalf of Stonewall Caucus in strong support of HB1875 HD2 and
ask you the pass the bill out of committees as-is, without further amendments.

HB1875HD2st r engt hens Hawai ‘i’ s existing protectior
providers are protected when engaging in lawful reproductive and gender-affirming health care. At a

time when other states are attempting to extend their laws beyond their borders, this measure reinforces

Hawai ‘i 's sovereignt y-baseccdre: commi t ment to evi denc¢
Protecting Healthcare in Hawai '

This bill i's fundamentally about protecting he:
remain between patients and their providers, c¢
care.

Protecting Families and Providers

Families and providers should not face fear of harassment, litigation, or professional retaliation for
engaging in lawful care. HB1875 HD2 provides critical safeguards so that providers can continue
serving their patients without undue risk.

Preventing Out-of-State Overreach

This measure helps prevent other states from using legal mechanisms to interfere with healthcare that

i's | awful i n Hawai “i. It affirms that Hawai i \
I n Concl usi on, HB1875 HD2 reflects Hawai i’ s Vi
message that our state will protect lawful healthcare and those who provide and receive it.

I respectfully urge the committees to pass HB1875 HD?2 as-is, without further amendments.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted,

Abby Simmons (she/her)
Chair, Stonewal | Caucus of the Democratic Part)
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POLITICAL ACTION WHERE PRIDEBECOMES POLITCAL POWER
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Website: www.hokupac.org Email: info@hokupac.org

March 16, 2026

Senate’s Committees on Health and Human Services & Com
Hawai ‘i State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Friday, March 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM
RE: STRONG SUPPORT for House Bill 1875 HD 2 — Relating to RELATING TO HEALTH CARE
Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, and fellow committee members,

This testimony on behalf of HOKU PAC, H a w a iLGBTQ+spolitical action committee dedicated to
building queer political power and advancing policies that protect our communities. We write in strong
support of House Bill 1875 House Draft 2.

HOKU PAC was formed because moments like this demand organized, values-driven action. When the
health, safety, and dignity of ma h, iGBTQIA+ people are targeted elsewhere, H a w anmiust respond with
clarity and resolve. House Bill 1875 does exactly that by expanding the protections established under Act
2, Session Laws of H a w a2023,ito ensure continued access to gender-affirming health care and by
shielding patients and providers from politically motivated attacks imported from outside our islands.

This bill recognizes a simple truth: health care decisions belong between patients, families, and
medical professionals - not politicians, insurers, or hostile courts in other jurisdictions. Gender-
affirming care is lawful in H a w a grdunded in established medical standards, and essential to the well-
being of transgender, nonbinary, ma h and gender-diverse people. Failing to protect this care would
invite fear, instability, and harm into the lives of people who already face disproportionate barriers to
safety and health.

House Bill 1875 also takes necessary steps to protect the providers who deliver this care. Without explicit
safeguards, physicians, nurses, clinics, and health systems risk being targeted through abusive litigation
or adverse insurance actions simply for following the law and practicing ethical medicine. That chilling
effect would reduce access to care statewide and undermine H a w a ihéalith’cae infrastructure. This bill
sends a clear message that H a w awill‘nat tolerate intimidation tactics designed to erode lawful medical
practice.

At a time when other states are racing to restrict care, surveil families, and punish providers, H a w ahbs' i
chosen a different path one rooted in compassion, privacy, and respect for personal autonomy. House Bill
1875 ensures that H a w aréntains a place where ma h, tGBTQIA+ people can live, work, and access
health care without fear that outside political agendas will dictate their futures.

Bills like House Bill 1875 are precisely why HOKU PAC was created: to defend hard-won protections, to
proactively safeguard our communities, and to ensure that H a w a ilas réflsct our shared commitment
to dignity, safety, and justice for all.

For these reasons, HOKU PAC strongly urges passage of House Bill 1875 HD 2.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Paid for by HOKU PAC — Not Authorized by any Candidate or Candidate Committee

% @hokupac.bsky.social € /hokupac "3 @hoku.pac808 @hoku.pac808
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AAUTDY

of Hawaii

To: Hawaii State Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection and
Committee on Health and Human Services

RE: Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2 Relating to Health Care

Dear Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Fukunaga, Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair
McKelvey, and the Members of Committees

The members of AAUW of Hawai'‘i thank you for hearing this measure. We strongly
support HB1875 HD2 which would protect the providers of gender-affirming health care
services in Hawai‘i from abusive litigation and adverse actions.

This legislation is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks
on gender affirming and reproductive health care across the country.

By passing this bill, Hawai'‘i will:
Ensure access to gender-affirming care for all who need it
Protect families from unjust legal actions and custody disputes
Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions and disciplinary actions
Uphold Hawaii’s core values of inclusion, privacy, and medical freedom

Please pass this measure so the patients can get the health care they need and the
providers can provide the health care their patients need.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Younghee Overly
AAUW of Hawai'i Public Policy Committee

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) of Hawai'i is an all-volunteer,
statewide chapter of a national organization with close to 4000 members and supporters
across all four counties - Hawai'‘i, Honolulu, Kaua'i, and Maui. AAUW has state
chapters in all 50 states and our mission is to advance gender equity through education
and advocacy. Economic security for women is our goal.
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March 16, 2026

Senate’s Committees on Health and Human Services .
I

Hawai [ State Capito
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Friday, March 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM
RE: Strong Support for House Bill 1875 HD 2
Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs, and fellow committee members,

Pride at Work — H a w ais ah official chapter of Pride at Work which is a national nonprofit
organization that represents LGBTQIA+ union members and their allies. We are an officially
recognized constituency group of the AFL-CIO that organizes mutual support between the
organized Labor Movement and the LGBTQIA+ Community to further social and economic
justice. We write in strong support of House Bill 1875 House Draft 2.

Pride at Work — H a w asubmits this testimony in strong support of House Bill 1875 HD 2,
which expands the protections established under Act 2, Session Laws of H a w a2023,ito
include gender-affirming health care services, clarify permitted disclosures of protected health
information, establish protections against abusive litigation, and prohibit adverse actions by
insurers and health carriers against providers who lawfully deliver reproductive and gender-
affirming care.

As an organization representingma h 4 , L@BmQ@A+ workers along with our allies within

H a w a ilabor rmosement, Pride at Work — H a w aundenstands that access to health care is
inseparable from workplace equity, family stability, and economic security. When access to
gender-affirming care is threatened, it is working families - particularly those raisingma h @ ,
transgender, and gender non-conforming keiki - who bear the greatest harm.

Failure to protect access to gender-affirming care is not only an attack on patients and
providers; it is a violation of parental rights. Parents and caregivers who affirm, support, and
seek medically appropriate care for their keiki are exercising their fundamental right to make
informed health care decisions in consultation with qualified medical professionals. Government
inaction or worse, exposure to hostile legal and insurance practices; undermines those rights
and places loving, supportive families at risk.

House Bill 1875 makes clear that H a w awiill‘stand with parents who are doing exactly what
they are supposed to do: caring for the health, safety, and well-being of their children. It ensures
that families are not forced to navigate fear, uncertainty, or barriers created by politically
motivated attacks originating outside our state.

Page 1 of 2
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Pride at Work — H a w & i$ésiimony in STRONG SUPPORT of Re: HB 1875 HD 2

This bill also provides critical protections for the health care workers and providers who deliver
life-saving, evidence-based care. Without clear statutory safeguards, providers face the risk of
abusive litigation, insurance retaliation, and professional consequences simply for doing their
jobs ethically and lawfully. These threats not only endanger providers they jeopardize access to
care for entire communities.

From a labor perspective, protecting providers means protecting jobs, maintaining a stable
health care workforce, and ensuring that workers can practice medicine without fear of
punishment for following medical standards of care. House Bill 1875 affirms that H a w avalies
its health care workers and will not allow insurers or out-of-state political agendas to dictate who
receives care or who is allowed to provide it.

Ata momentwhen ma h 0 , L@GBm@t people, their families, and health care workers are
being targeted across the continent, H a w ahias' tHe opportunity and the responsibility to lead
with compassion, clarity, and courage. House Bill 1875 does exactly that.

For these reasons, Pride at Work — H a w astrongly supports House Bill 1875 HD 2 and
urges the Committee to pass this critical measure.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.
In Solidarity,

Pride at Work—Hawa i *



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmYzgGJsj1gTebpZhz-sowBc6rWtnB8-lJ_VnD2nFv5cb46A/viewform?usp=header

Hawai‘i

Committee: Senate Committees on Health and Human Services &
Commerce and Consumer Protection

Hearing Date/Time: Friday, March 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM

Place: Conference Room 229 & Via Videoconference

Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai'i in SUPPORT of

HB1875 HD2: Relating to Health Care

Dear Chairs San Buenaventura & Keohokalole, Vice-Chairs McKelvey & Fukunaga, and
Members of the Committees:

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai!i (“ACLU-HI") writes in support of
HB1875 HD2, which expands protections established under ACT 2, Session Laws of
Hawaii 2023 to include gender-affirming health care services. It also establishes
protections against abusive litigation and prohibits medical malpractice insurers and
health carriers from taking certain adverse actions against health care providers solely
on the basis that the health care provider provides lawful reproductive or gender-
affirming health care.

Adding gender-affirming care protections to our shield law is imperative to honoring
Hawai!i’s cultural and genealogical integrity. In Kanaka Maoli culture, m!h"* describes
someone who embodies k!ne and wahine energies.* While the visibility of m!h*
individuals has recently increased, ongoing barriers to gender-affirming care remain.?

Transgender youth who are affirmed in their gender by their families establish healthy
relationships with their parents and peers, do better in school, and are better equipped
to plan for their future.® Denying them this support increases their likelihood of
dropping out of school and increases their risk for substance use, depression, anxiety,

! Papa Ola LTkahi. No Ka M!h"i Toolkit. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/No_Ka_Mahui_v3.pdf

2 Regidor, 1., Haitsuka, K., Cavalieri, M., & Machida, A. (2025). H!pu'u Ke Aloha: Mh" Listening Tour
Report. Papa Ola Lkahi. https://www.papaolalokahi.org/wp-
content/uploads/Digital_1Page Version_Layout Hapuu_ Report July25.pdf

3 Human Rights Campaign Foundation. (2024). 2024 Report on the Experiences of Parents of Transgender
and Non-binary Children. Human Rights Campaign. https://reports.hrc.org/experiences-of-parents-of-
transgender-and-non-binary-children#child-mental-health




and suicide.* In 2023, 63% of Kanaka !#iwi high school transgender youth or youth
guestioning their gender reported signs of depression.® In 2024, more than 1in 3
transgender/unsure of gender youth attempted suicide.® This measure is essential to
ensuring the well-being of Hawai!i’s communities and families.

The federal administration’s persistent attacks have created more barriers to access.
Health insurance companies have limited or outright stopped coverage, including for
hormone therapies and surgical procedures.’ Patients should not have to fear being
denied coverage or having their medical information shared. Healthcare providers
should not lose licensure for providing life-saving care. The government has no place
interfering with the private medical decisions made between patients and their
providers for reproductive health or gender-affirming care.

As other states have criminalized care that is legal in Hawai'i, we support protections
from abusive litigation to allow those who are targeted by hostile states to defend
themselves and to stop legal harrassment designed to incite fear, including providing
recovery of damages, legal fees and injunctions. We agree that out-of-state judgments
and subpoenas should be blocked. Hawai!i courts should not enforce out-of-state
actions punishing legal care. Hawai!i must ensure that families, providers, and patients
are not harmed by outside laws.

By passing this legislation, Hawai!i would join many other states and Washington, D.C.,
who have passed shield laws protecting access to gender-affirming care.® It ensures that
everyone has the fundamental right to bodily autonomy and privacy, and that everyone

can live healthy lives that address their individual needs.®
|

4 Matouk, K.M. & Wald, M. (2022, March). Gender-affirming Care Saves Lives. Columbia University
Department of Psychiatry. https://www.columbiapsychiatry.org/news/gender-affirming-care-saves-lives.
See ACLU National: https://www.aclu.org/issues/lgbtg-rights/transgender-rights/transgender-people-
and-health-care

® Hawai!i State Departments of Education and Health, Hawai!i Health Data Warehouse, Hawai!i School
Health Survey: Youth Risk Behavior Survey.

https://hhdw.org/report/query/selection/yrbs/ YRBSSelection.html

6 Hawai!i Sexual and Gender (SGM) Minority Workgroup. Sexual & Gender Minority Youth in Hawaili.
(2024). https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2024/03/Presentation-SGM-Youth-in-HI-2017-
2019-FINAL-VERSION-2-3-4-2024.pdf

"Valera, Medeleine. (2025, December 1). Trans Community Hits New Barriers To Gender-Affirming Care in
Hawaili. Civil Beat. https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/12/advocates-fight-protect-gender-affirming-care-
hawaii/

8 Movement Advancement Project. Transgender Healthcare “Shield” Laws.
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws

® Human Rights Campaign. Get the Facts on Gender-Affirming Care. https://www.hrc.org/resources/get-
the-facts-on-gender-affirming-care

I




Protecting reproductive health and gender-affirming care strengthens community
safety, where everyone has the freedom to be their authentic selves. We strongly urge
you to pass HB1875 HD2.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Donavan Kamakani Albano
Donavan Kamakani Albano
Policy Fellow

ACLU of Hawaili
dalbano@acluhawaii.org

With more than 4,000 Hawaii-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Hawai‘i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and Hawai‘i State
Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The ACLU of Hawaili is a
non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public
and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of Hawai!i has been serving our communities in

Hawai‘i for over 60 years.
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Planned
Parenthood’

Act. No matter what.

Alliance Advocates - Hawai'‘i

To: Senate Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection & Health & Human Services
Hearing Date/Time: Friday, March 20, 2026 at 9:30am

Pl ace: Hawai ‘ i 41%andaitleeconferengei t ol , Rm.

Re: Testimony of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates—Ha wa i “ i i n strl&5HP2 support o
Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates—Ha wa i ‘ i (“PPAA”) st HD2nagillthattakas pp or t s
critical steps toward protecting gender affirming care providers. Fundamentally, providers and patients should not

fear being investigated, jailed, or losing their [Ii

Because of the national climate, gender affirming care providers and patients alike are living in fear of being

criminally prosecuted by hostile states. In the last several years, we saw numerous states ban gender affirming care

for both minors and adults, and this year, we are seeing a myriad of attacks from the federal government. The law
iscrystalcleart hat gender af fi r mi rergainsdegat. Monethaless, wvierzkaods prosecutokda w a i
and | awmakers in hostile states are pursuing | aws t

Lawmakers should also ensure Hawai ‘i hearhpactedorcfamer e pr
discipline locally due to the provision of gender affirming care health care, even if providers are subject to

discipline, investigations, or criminal charges in other states. With gender affirming care bans for minors in place,

providers in these states are being forced to violate their ethical duties and medical judgment for fear of prosecution,

jail time, and loss of licensure. This bill aims to ensure that if a provider is prosecuted or otherwise disciplined in

another state for providing patient-focused and medically appropriate care, they can continue to practice medicine in

Hawai i

We would like to offer one amendment to the definition of gender affirming care to changed to the following:

“Gender affirming heal th cariacludinglbuvnot bmatel to allsuppdias, sare,a s er
and services of a medical, behavioral health, mental health, surgical, psychiatric, therapeutic, diagnostic, preventive,
rehabilitative or supportive nature, including medication, that is consistent with the standard of care —to support and
affirm an individual ' s act ua 1607.8. €anddraffirmingdiealth ¢care feryices as d
includes, but is not limited to, treatment for gender dysphoria and gender incongruence, and the services may be

prescribed to two spirit, mahu, transgender, nonbinary, intersex, and other gender diverse individuals.

Al | people in our st at élawpmtecd thetr dght to eccess genddr afflmang dare t hat H.
services, and providers should not be afraid to be jailed, lose their license, or be barred from ever practicing
medicine again simply for providing basic, legal health care. Providers need to be confident that they can continue to

focus on patient health and that Hawai ‘i will al way
serving. We urge you to pass HB 1875 HD2 to protect our providers. Thank you for your consideration.


m.tokumi
Late


TESTIMONY OF NAHELANI PARSONS ON BEHALF OF ESSENTIAL ACCESS HEALTH IN SUPPORT
OF HB1875 HD2

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB1875 HD2. Essential Access Health is in
strong support of this legislation, which expands the previously adopted Act 2, Session Laws of Hawai'i
2023 to include gender-affirming health care services.

Essential Access Health is the Hawai‘i grantee for the federal Title X family planning program and
supports the delivery of a broad range of evidence-based sexual and reproductive health services,
including patient-centered contraceptive counseling and prescribing; STI screening, testing, and
treatment; and pregnancy options counseling. We distribute family planning funding to a provider
network that includes federally qualified health centers, Native Hawaiian health centers, University of
Hawai'‘i at Hilo student health, and Planned Parenthood.

We have heard firsthand from providers in our Title X program network about the challenges
they face when offering reproductive health care and gender-affirming care. They are particularly
concerned about egregious and unfounded out of state lawsuits that could target their lawful provision
of care. These providers are navigating multiple challenges and funding instability in our current political
and health care environment. The threat of prosecution for evidence-based care is just one more weight
adding to their burden.

Furthermore, adopting this legislation will align Hawai‘i law with existing laws in states that
make-up the West Coast Health Alliance.

With access to life changing and life-saving gender-affirming care across the United States being
threatened by the federal government and providers preemptively cutting services, this is the time step
up to protect nonbinary and mahu residents and the health care professionals that make care possible.
Evidence from the Trevor Project demonstrates that supportive policies reduce suicide attempts and
suicidal ideation among transgender youth. This legislation supports the bodily autonomy of trans,
nonbinary, and mahu people, and their ability to make the choices that center equity, inclusion, justice,
and belonging.

We respectfully urge this Committee to pass HB1875 HD2.
Mabhalo,

Essential Access Health



oahupflag@gmail.com pflag.org
(808) 729-8609
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Healthcare Association

of Hawaii

March 20, 2026 at 9:30 am
Conference Room 229

Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection

To: Chair Jarrett Keohokalole
Vice Chair Carol Fukunaga

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

To: Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura
Vice Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey

From: Paige Heckathorn Choy
Vice President, Government Affairs
Healthcare Association of Hawaii

Re: Testimony in Support
HB 1875 HD 2, Relating to Health Care

The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of

healthcare on behalf of 170 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the

health care continuum in Hawaii. Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing

facilities, home health agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical

equipment suppliers. In addition to providing access to appropriate, affordable, high-quality

care to all of Hawai irisbutee i dieqrtisf,i wairt Ime mba rt
employing over 30,000 people statewide.

Thank you for the opportunity to support this measure, which seeks to help ensure that health
care providers can deliver care based on patient needs, sound clinical judgment, and
established standards of practice.

When providers are acting within their scope of practice and in good faith reliance on their

professional training, clear statutory protections support their efforts. These protections are

particularly important in ensuring that providers are not deterred from offering medically

appropriate services to patients who need them. We also recognize that shielding provisions

such as those included in this measure help providers feel more assured about their liability and

risks when providing critical servicesanda ppr eci ate the | egislature’s
careful balance between patient protections and provider accountability.

Thank you for hearing this important measure and for considering our support on these critical
issues.

Phone: (808) 521-8961 | Fax:(808)599-2879 | HAH.org | 707 Richards Street, PH2 - Honolulu, HI 96813

Affiliated with the American Hospital Association, American Health Care Association, National Association for Home Care and Hospice,
American Association for Homecare and Council of State Home Care Associations
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IN OPPOSITION TO SB2868 & HB1875: Hawaii’s Malpractice Sanctuary Bill

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii submits this testimony in unwavering opposition to
SB2868 and HB1875. This legislation does not protect patients. It turns Hawaii into a safe haven
for botched care and unaccountable doctors.

While the rest of the country is finally pushing back against unchecked medical
overreach, Hawaii’s one-party legislature is sprinting in the opposite direction. These bills
supercharge the 2023 reproductive shield law to create a full-blown malpractice sanctuary for
gender-affirming procedures. Doctors who have been sued, investigated, or stripped of privileges
in other states for substandard or harmful practices can simply set up shop here with zero fear of
real accountability.

The measure explicitly handcuffs Hawaii’s professional licensing boards. Physicians,
nurses, therapists, psychologists, and counselors who provide gender-affirming care (defined as
hormones, surgeries, suppression of secondary sex characteristics, and related mental health
services) are immune from discipline based on out-of-state actions. Even if they harmed patients
elsewhere, Hawaii’s boards are barred from acting. The bill blocks state cooperation with other
jurisdictions, denies extradition, and declares bypasses laws in other states that are “contrary to
Hawaii public policy.”

This is insane. We believe in personal responsibility, including for doctors. When a
practitioner harms a patient, that doctor should face consequences. Hawaii is proposing that they
instead receive a government-issued get-out-of-liability-free card. Those who suffer
complications will find it nearly impossible to obtain justice.

The bills also force insurance companies to cover the risk. Medical malpractice insurers
are prohibited from refusing policies, canceling coverage, or raising rates based on the provider
offering gender-affirming care. Health carriers cannot drop participating providers either.
Insurers would be legally coerced into underwriting high-risk practices. This is pure
government-mandated risk socialization and state-sanctioned cronyism.

Additionally, the legislation creates new “protections against abusive litigation” and
clamps down on protected health information disclosures, which would make it exponentially
harder for harmed patients and families to sue successfully. These bills build a fortress around
favored practitioners while leaving patients defenseless.



_.

LEBERTARTEAN

The real victims here are Hawaii’s
patients, families, and taxpayers. The
; ) same legislature that cannot fix our
Libertarian . . -
yawaii | roads, homelessness crisis, or failing
Hawaii Introduces schools has decided to make Hawaii the

5 5 mainland’s dumping ground for
Malpra(tlce SGI‘ICtUCII'y B'" malpractice refugees. This is

SHIELDING PROSECUTED PRACTITIONERS SO authoritarian medicine dressed up as
THEY CAN PRACTICE ON HAWAII PATIENTS progress. Patients should not need to

The so-called “health care” bill, introduced in January has now passed its third Seek OUt-Of-State background Checks

hearing in House. Don't let the innocent title fool you. This legislation is about

creating a malpractice sanctuary where doctors who deliver botched gender- Wh nv |n new I
affirming procedures and face lawsuits elsewhere can set up shop in Hawaii e ett g e dOCtO S.
with zero fear of real accountability.

BREAKING NEWS II

OPPOSE SB2868 & HB1875 The Libertarian Party of Hawaii stands
Ubertarianawall.com for real medical freedom, informed
consent, free speech, and genuine
accountability through both due process and market forces. We reject government-mandated
shields for politically favored procedures. Freedom includes the freedom to be held accountable,
and this bill strips that away.

Protect basic healthcare ethics. Kill these dangerous bills immediately. Hawaii deserves
better than becoming a sanctuary for unaccountable practitioners who profit while patients pay
the price.

For our safety and accountability,
Abbra Green | LPHI Secretary | LibertarianHawaii.com | (808)824-LPHI


http://libertarianhawaii.com

Hawaii State Legislature

Thirty-Third Legislature, 2026

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB 1875 HD1 - Relating to Health Care
Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees,

I submit this testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 1875 HD1, which extends Hawaii’s
existing protections under Act 2, SLH 2023, to encompass gender-affirming health care services
alongside reproductive health care services. This bill addresses a well-documented and escalating
threat to health care access, provider autonomy, and patient privacy arising from an increasingly
hostile interstate legal landscape. Its provisions, which cover abusive litigation protections,
medical malpractice insurance safeguards, health carrier network prohibitions, and protected
health information disclosures are each grounded in sound public health policy and are
consistent with best practices adopted by a growing number of peer states.

Interstate Enforcement and the Chilling Effect on Care

Since the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 597
U.S. 215 (2022), numerous states have enacted laws seeking to impose civil or criminal liability
on individuals who seek or provide reproductive and gender-affirming care, including providers
and patients located in states where such care is fully lawful. Several states have enacted statutes
explicitly authorizing private civil actions against out-of-state actors, a mechanism legal scholars
have characterized as designed to circumvent constitutional limitations on extraterritorial
enforcement. See, e.g., David S. Cohen, Greer Donley & Rachel Rebouché, The New Abortion
Battleground, 123 Colum. L. Rev. 1 (2023); Mary Ziegler, Abortion and the Law in America:
Roe v. Wade to the Present (2020).

The chilling effect of such laws on health care providers is empirically documented. A 2023
Kaiser Family Foundation survey of obstetricians and gynecologists found that 61 percent of
those practicing in states with abortion bans reported being concerned about their legal risk when
making patient care decisions, and 68 percent reported that the Dobbs ruling had worsened their
ability to manage pregnancy-related emergencies. See KFF, Obstetrician-Gynecologists’
Experiences and Perspectives on Abortion Care After Dobbs (2023). This chilling effect directly!



harms patients, delays care, and undermines the clinical autonomy foundational to the practice of
medicine.

Gender-affirming care faces a parallel and compounding threat. As of early 2026, more than
twenty states have enacted restrictions on gender-affirming care for minors, and several have
extended or attempted to extend civil and professional liability to providers and families in other
states. See Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law, LGBT Health Policy & Practice (2024).
The American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, and the American
Psychological Association have each affirmed the medical necessity and evidence base of
gender-affirming care and have called on legislatures to protect providers from politically
motivated legal interference. See AAP Policy Statement, Ensuring Comprehensive Care and
Support for Transgender and Gender-Diverse Children and Adolescents, Pediatrics (2018,
reaffirmed 2023).

Section-by-Section Analysis
A. Abusive Litigation Protections (§323J-)

The bill’s creation of a private right of action against abusive litigation is a well-calibrated policy
response to the use of civil litigation as a tool of interstate harassment. The six-year statute of
limitations and the availability of punitive damages provide meaningful deterrence. Similar
provisions have been enacted in California (AB 1666, 2022), Colorado, and Washington, and
have withstood early legal challenges. See National Health Law Program, State Shield Laws: A
Comparative Analysis (2024).

The definition of “abusive litigation” as legal action brought against a person for accessing or
providing care lawful under the laws of this State is appropriately restrictive, it does not
immunize conduct that would be unlawful in Hawaii and thus does not conflict with legitimate
interstate legal cooperation.

B. Medical Malpractice Insurance Protections (§323J-)

Discrimination by malpractice insurers against providers of lawful reproductive or gender-
affirming care creates a structural barrier to access that operates independently of direct legal
prohibition. When providers cannot obtain or maintain malpractice coverage, they are effectively
excluded from practice regardless of the legality of the services they provide. This provision
mirrors protections enacted in Illinois (SB 3499, 2022) and is consistent with insurance
regulatory principles requiring that underwriting decisions be grounded in sound actuarial!



principles rather than political or ideological considerations. See National Association of
Insurance Commissioners, Model Regulation on Unfair Trade Practices (2021).

C. Health Carrier Contract Protections (§323J-)

The prohibition on health carriers terminating or refusing to renew contracts with providers
solely on the basis of providing lawful reproductive or gender-affirming care addresses a related
structural vulnerability. Network adequacy standards under the Affordable Care Act, 42 U.S.C.
818031(c)(1)(B), require that health plans maintain sufficient provider networks; permitting
carriers’ exclusion of providers based on the lawful services they render directly undermines
these requirements and disproportionately harms patients in communities where provider options
are already limited.

D. Protected Health Information (§323J-2)

The amendments to the protected health information provisions are particularly urgent. The
Biden administration’s 2024 amendments to the HIPAA Privacy Rule (45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and
164) strengthened federal protections against the use of health information to investigate or
prosecute individuals for seeking lawful reproductive care. See U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, HIPAA Privacy Rule to Support Reproductive Health Care Privacy, 89 Fed.
Reg. 32976 (April 26, 2024). However, in June 2025, a federal district court in Texas vacated
most of the rule on a nationwide basis, see Carmen Purl et al. v. U.S. Dep’t of Health & Human
Servs., No. 2:24-cv-00228-Z (N.D. Tex. June 18, 2025), and its ultimate fate at the appellate
level remains uncertain.

This development makes the case for state-level codification not merely compelling but urgent.
By enacting these protections in state law and extending them explicitly to gender-affirming
care, HB 1875 ensures that Hawalii patients and providers are not exposed to the gaps left by the
federal rule’s erosion. The requirement of a written, signed attestation before disclosure, with
criminal misdemeanor liability for false attestations, provides a meaningful enforcement
mechanism without creating undue administrative burden.

E. Licensing Protections (Sections 3-12)

The amendments to licensing statutes governing physicians, nurses, marriage and family
therapists, mental health counselors, pharmacists, and psychologists reflect a coherent and
necessary principle: Hawaii should not penalize its own licensees for conduct that is lawful in
Hawaii, regardless of how another jurisdiction characterizes that conduct. This principle is
grounded in the well-established common law rule that states need not give effect to the penal



laws of sister states. See Restatement (Second) of Conflict of Laws 890 (1971); Huntington v.
Attrill, 146 U.S. 657 (1892).

The licensing protections also serve a critical workforce retention function. Research by the
Kaiser Family Foundation and the Health Resources and Services Administration has
consistently identified provider supply as a central determinant of health care access, particularly
in Hawaii’s geographically dispersed communities. Policies that deter qualified providers from
practicing in Hawaii, or that compel providers to choose between their patients and their
professional licensure, directly exacerbate existing workforce shortages. See HRSA, Health
Workforce Projections (2023).

Constitutional Considerations

HB 1875 HDL1 is consistent with well-established constitutional principles. The U.S. Supreme
Court has long recognized that states have broad authority to regulate the practice of medicine
and to define the contours of their own legal systems, including their choice-of-law rules. See
Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243 (2006). The bill’s refusal to recognize or enforce foreign penal
civil judgments (8636C-9) is grounded in the longstanding common law principle that courts do
not enforce the penal laws of foreign sovereigns. See Huntington v. Attrill, 146 U.S. 657 (1892).
The extradition provisions (§8323J-6) merit careful legal framing. The Supreme Court held in
Puerto Rico v. Branstad, 483 U.S. 219 (1987), that the Extradition Clause imposes a mandatory
duty on states and that federal courts may compel compliance. Accordingly, shield law
extradition provisions are most defensibly grounded not in claimed gubernatorial discretion, but
in the proposition that providers who render care lawful in Hawaii are not “fugitives from
justice” within the meaning of the Extradition Clause because the acts giving rise to the foreign
charge do not constitute a crime in Hawaii, which has been the basis on which governors of
shielding states have declined extradition requests. This distinction is legally significant and the
Legislature should ensure that implementing language is drafted accordingly.

Conclusion

HB 1875 HD1 represents a carefully constructed, evidence-based legislative response to
documented threats to health care access, provider autonomy, and patient privacy in Hawaii. Its
provisions are consistent with the policies of peer states, grounded in established legal principles,
and responsive to the concrete experiences of patients and providers operating in an increasingly
uncertain regulatory environment. The Legislature should pass this bill without delay.

I respectfully urge the Committee’s favorable consideration and passage of HB 1875 HD1.!



Submitted in the public interest.
HOPE for Hawaili
Hawai!i Organization for Progress and Equity
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair
Senator Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair

Date: March 20, 2026
From: Hawaii Medical Association (HMA)
Elizabeth Ann Ignacio MD - Chair, HMA Public Policy Committee
Christina Marzo MD and Robert Carlisle MD, Vice Chairs, HMA Public Policy Committee

RE HB 1875 HD2 RELATING TO HEALTH CARE. Gender-Affirming Health Care Services;
Reproductive Health Care Services; Protections; Abusive Litigation; Medical Malpractice
Insurance; Health Carriers; Protected Health Information; Covered Entities.

Position: Support

This measure would expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include
gender-affirming health care services, including clarifying permitted disclosures of protected
health information to address changes in federal regulations, establish protections against
abusive litigation, and prohibit medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking
certain adverse actions against health care providers solely on the basis that the health care
provider provides lawful reproductive health care services or gender-affirming care services.

The decisions about medically necessary care, including gender-affirming care, should be
grounded in clinical evidence and made between patients and their clinicians, not restricted by
punitive laws. HMA supports this measure to protect patients from interference that is a
dangerous intrusion into the practice of medicine and can do harm. Medical care should be
inclusive, respectful, and evidence-based, with policy efforts facilitating access to appropriate
services and eliminating barriers to quality health outcomes.

Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify in support of this measure.
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El'i zabeth A Il gnacio, MD, Chai raMarzoRMDp/eerChair Car |l i sl e, MD,

Linda Rosehill, JD, Government Relations ¢« Marc

2026 Hawaii Medical Association Officers
Nadine Tenn-Salle, MD, President ¢ Jerald Garcia, MD,Pr es i de &t i ERbet h e+ AnlmmddigtePascPiestddent MD ,

Honol
awai i

Vice
Al exan

Laeton Pang, MD, Tr easur er + T hSentarse tKaorsya sta ,MaMOt Al exander, Executive



REFERENCES AND QUICK LINKS

American Coll ege of Obstetricians and Gynec®iessgi st s. “He
I ndi viACOG@,|Reaffifmed 2024. https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-quidance/committee-
opinion/articles/2021/03/health-care-for-transgender-and-gender-diverse-individuals.
Ramirez, Rick, and M&GéddexAffiming CaelsHeglth Gaser Monolulu Civil Beat, 2 Feb.
2026, https://www.civilbeat.org/2026/02/gender-affirming-care-is-health-care/
American Medical Association. “AMA to States: SAMAp nt er
26 Apr. 2021, https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-
care-transgender-children.
Dawson, Lindsey, and Jennifer Kates. Policy Tracker: Youth Access to Gender-Affirming Care and State Policy
Restrictions. Kaiser Family Foundation, updated 11 Aug. 2025, https://www.kff.org/other/dashboard/gender-
affirming-care-policy-tracker/
2024 Hawaii Medical Association Officers
Elizabeth Ann Il gnaci o;SaMD,e,P rMDs, i d?ngebPriatd lei)adtranickidtecP ask Rrevident
Jerris Hedges, MD, Tr eas ur er « T hSentarse tKaorsya sea ,MaMIr Al exander , Executive

2024 Hawaii Medical Association Public Policy Coordination Team
Beth England, MD, Chair
Linda Rosehill, JD, Government Relations * Marc Alexander, Executive Director


https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2021/03/health-care-for-transgender-and-gender-diverse-individuals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2021/03/health-care-for-transgender-and-gender-diverse-individuals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.civilbeat.org/2026/02/gender-affirming-care-is-health-care/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-care-transgender-children?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-states-stop-interfering-health-care-transgender-children?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.kff.org/other/dashboard/gender-affirming-care-policy-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/other/dashboard/gender-affirming-care-policy-tracker/

HAWAII STATE AFL-CIO

888 Mililani Street , Sui t9é8135 01 - Honol ul u, Hawali
Telephone: (808) 597-1441 ¢ Fax: (808) 593-2149

March 20, 2026

The Thirty-Third Legislature

The Senate

Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee on Health and Human Services

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1875 HD2 — RELATING TO HEALTH CARE
Chair Keohokalole, Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs, and members of the committees:

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is in strong support of HB1875 HD2 because working people must be
able to make health care decisions without fear of discrimination, retaliation, or loss of access
to care.

When lawful health care becomes a target for intimidation or punishment, the consequences

are not abstract. Working families face fewer options, greater uncertainty, and added stress at
moments when stability matt er sabiitptsremain Those pr
employed, care for family members, and plan for the future.

Our affiliated unions have long recognized that civil rights, bodily autonomy, and workplace
equality are deeply interconnected. Discrimination tied to reproductive health care or gender-
affirming care undermines economic security and erodes trust in the systems that working
people rely on every day.

The updates in this measure reinforce those protections by ensuring that workers and
providers are not penalized for lawful care. Strengthening these safeguards helps maintain
access, supports providers, and protects patients from external pressures that interfere with
medical decisions.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the committees to pass HB1875 HD2.
Respectfully submitted,

s R

Randy Perreira
President
Hawaii State AFL-CIO
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HAWAII STATE
COMMISSION

ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

March 18, 2026
Position: SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2, Relating to Health Care

To: Senators Jarrett Keohokalole and Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chairs
Senators Carol Fukunaga and Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chairs
Members of the Senate Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection, and Health and Human
Services

From: Llasmin Chaine, LSW, Executive Director, Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women

Re:  Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2, Relating to Health Care

Hearing: Friday, March 20, 2026, 9:30 a.m.
Conference Room 229, State Capitol

On behalf of the Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women, | would like to thank the Committees for
hearing this important bill. | would like to express our strong support of HB1875 HD2 as it directly advances
the Commission’s mission to promote equality, health, and safety for women and girls in Hawaii. HB1875 HD2
enables vital protections for those seeking and providing reproductive and gender-affirming health care,
areas that are central to bodily autonomy. It addresses key concerns regarding privacy, by clarifying the
permissible disclosure of protected health information given evolving federal regulations, and it proactively
shields health care providers from adverse actions based solely on their provision of these lawful services.

This bill helps ensure that individuals can access and deliver necessary health services without fear of
discrimination, harassment, or legal retaliation. The Commission recognizes that access to comprehensive
reproductive and gender-affirming care is fundamental to gender equity, as barriers to such care
disproportionately impact women, girls, and gender-diverse individuals, particularly those already facing
systemic discrimination or violence.

The bill’s provisions protect local providers of lawful reproductive and gender-affirming care from out of
state interference and are aligned with best practices. Additionally, the measure’s outlined protections help
prevent the chilling effect that insurer actions can have on a provider’s willingness to offer essential
services, thereby safeguarding access for patients. Lastly, clarifying the permitted disclosures of protected
health information is important for maintaining patient privacy, safety, and trust.

We respectfully urge these Committees to pass HB1875 HD2, in support of individuals seeking health care,
local providers, and patient privacy. Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.

humanservices.hawaii.gov/hscsw/ | dhs.hscsw@dhs.hawaii.gov



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/18/2026 6:05:31 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for American i i
Michael Ching Academy of Pediatrics, Support erttenoTesnmony
. nly
Hawaii Chapter
Comments:

To: Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection and Senate Committee on Health
and Human Services

RE: Support for HB1875 HD2 — RELATING TO HEALTH CARE

Dear Chair Keohokalole, Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committees:

The American Academy of Pediatrics, Hawaii Chapter (HAAP), representing over 200 board-
certified pediatricians across our islands, writes in strong support of HB1875 HD2. This measure
is vital to ensuring that Hawaii remains a safe and supportive environment for the delivery of
evidence-based, life-saving medical care.

HB1875 HD2 expands critical protections for healthcare providers and patients by including
gender-affirming health care services alongside reproductive health care. As pediatricians, our
primary goal is the health and well-being of all children and adolescents in Hawaii. The
American Academy of Pediatrics recognizes that gender-affirming care is developmentally
appropriate, medically necessary, and often life-saving for transgender and gender-diverse youth.

This bill provides essential safeguards by:

Protecting against "abusive litigation” from out-of-state entities seeking to penalize
healthcare activities that are perfectly lawful within the State of Hawaii.
Prohibiting adverse actions by medical malpractice insurers and health carriers against

providers solely for offering these essential services.

Strengthening privacy protections for protected health information, ensuring that the
patient-physician relationship remains confidential and free from outside interference.
Preventing the use of state resources or judicial processes (such as subpoenas or
extraditions) to assist in out-of-state investigations targeting lawful care.

When healthcare providers fear legal or professional retaliation for following the recognized
standards of care, the entire healthcare system suffers. By passing_ HB1875 HD2, the Legislature

W i

| ensur e

t hat Hawai

S

physicians can

and the best interests of their patients without the threat of predatory litigation from jurisdictions
with different policy priorities.

cont


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2026/bills/HB1875_HD1_.HTM
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2026/bills/HB1875_HD1_.HTM

The HAAP urges the Committee to pass HB1875 HD2 to protect our providers and the
vulnerable youth we serve. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important matter.



Hawaii Women’s

Coalition

March 18, 2026
Position: SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2, Relating to Health Care

To: Senators Jarrett Keohokalole and Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chairs
Senators Carol Fukunaga and Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chairs
Members of the Senate Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection, and Health and Human
Services

From: Llasmin Chaine, Co-Chair, Hawaii Women’s Coalition
Re:  Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2, Relating to Health Care

Hearing: Friday, March 20, 2026, 9:30 a.m.
Conference Room 229, State Capitol

On behalf of the Hawaii Women’s Coalition, a catalyst coalition for progressive, social, economic, and political
change regarding critical issues facing Hawaii’s women and girls, | would like to thank the Committees for
hearing this important bill. The Women’s Coalition supports HB1875 HD2, as it seeks to expand and
strengthen protections for those seeking and providing reproductive and gender-affirming health care
services. Ensuring access to these essential health services without fear of discrimination, retaliation, or legal
harassment is fundamental to achieving gender justice and safeguarding bodily autonomy.

This bill addresses several key barriers that have historically hindered access to necessary health care. By
prohibiting adverse actions from medical malpractice insurers and health carriers against providers of lawful
reproductive and gender-affirming health care, HB1875 HD2 removes a significant disincentive for health
professionals to offer comprehensive care. Additionally, the bill’s provisions to clarify permitted disclosures of
protected health information reflect a thoughtful response to evolving federal regulations, helping to ensure
patient privacy.

The establishment of protections against abusive litigation is especially important in the current climate,
where providers and patients may face legal threats intended to intimidate or obstruct access to care.
National best practices underscore the importance of legal safeguards to prevent such tactics, which can have
a chilling effect on both providers and those in need of care.

We respectfully recommend that the Committees pass HB1875 HD2, advancing health equity, patient privacy,
and provider protections. Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 10:27:52 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Leeward Written Testimony
Mary Smart Republican Women's Club Oppose Only

Comments:
| continue to vehemently oppose HB 1875 H.D.2.
The medi cal practices “protect
and abusive to human dignity. Your constituents object
when “reproductive healthcare”

patientsdie. Many Amer i cans -aofpfpiorsnei rngg’e
care to minors since so many young people regret the

decision to let a surgeon mutilate their bodies and possibly

render them unable to have children. These surgeries do not

affirm the person’'s gender. They deny and damage the

patient's biological attributes. Parents want protect their

minor children from this type of abuse/predatation but the
“privacy” provisions of this Db
carrying out their guardian duties.

About 80% of gender confused minors grow out of their

confusion. A | arge proportion of mini
reassignment”™ surgeries regret
solution to their problems. Many are
“detransitioning”/ acceplsaxng t h

Forcing companies to provide malpractice insurance to
cover medical professionals and facilities who perform these
interventions must not be allowed. People and companies



that provide insurance must be allowed to opt out for ethical
and conscience protections reasons.

No lawsuits submitted by a parent of a minor who had these
procedures done to them are trivial or abusive and must be
honored by the courts. We know that individuals
permanently injured by these procedures (abortions and
gender mutilation) are suing their physicians and medical
facilities where these procedures were performed and at
least one victim has been awarded $2M. This is only the
beginning of the lawsuits that states will have to

endure. Taxpayers must not be liable for any of these
fines/reparations.

The concept of “born in the wr
phenomenon with a high percentage of the cases being in

individuals under the age of 35. Abstinence sex education
programs i n schools were replaced v
Sex Education (CSE) programs developed by the

organization Sexuality Information and Education Council

of the U.S., founded in 1964. At that time health science
transitioned into an approach to sex education programs

that included emotional, relational, and identity-based

topics. The gender confusion has been rampant since CSE

has been introduced into Hawaii Schools. A statistic from

the UCLA Williams Institute School of Law:

“Young adults aged 18 to 24 ar
identify as transgender (2.72%) than those aged 35 to 64
(0.42%) and those aged 65 and older (0.26%0).



The sex propaganda taught under the name of CSE is
confusing and negatively affecting our young people. Both
procedures (abortion and sex altering surgeries) are
detrimental to the mental and physical life of patients. A
high percentage of post-operative patients commit suicide.
Doctors shouldn’t mutil ate
terminate the life of their pre-born babies. If they do,
medical personnel and their medical facilities should be held
responsible in a court of law for the damage they cause.

Do not pass HB 1875 H.D.2.
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» HAWAI HEALTH
. & HARM REDUCTION CENTER

The New Chapter for Life Foundation and The CHOW Project

To: Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection and Committee on Health and Human
Services

Hearing Date/Time: Friday, March 20th, 2026 9:30 AM
Re: Testimony in Strong Support of HB 1875 HD2
Dear Chair Keohokalole, Chair San Buenaventura and Members of the Committees:

The Hawaii Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) supports HB 1875 HD 2 which expand protections
established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming care services. This bill also establishes
protections for health care providers who are providing lawful reproductive healthcare services or
gender-affirming care services. A gender-affirming care shield law is in accord with constitutional and

statutory protections. Hawai i s constififheiohgbhkp

of the people to privacy is recognized and shall not be infringed without the showing of a compelling

state interest.” Gender pdenectegdandt ggodiees exmpr d:

nondiscrimination law.

Gender-affirming health care is vital for those who need it. Transgender persons disproportionately face
a range of challenges to their health and well-being, including lack of access to appropriate medical care,
elevated levels of housing instability and underemployment, and heightened vulnerability to
victimization (sexual, physical, and psychological) and behavioral health challenges.

HHHRC' s mresus haompromate héalth, create wellness and fight stigma in Hawaii and the
Pacific. We focus our efforts on those disproportionately affected by social determinants of health,
including but not limited to: people living with and/or affected by HIV, hepatitis, substance use, and the
transgender, LGBQ and the Native Hawaiian communities.

HHHRC is one of the largest providers of Gender Affirming Care in the islands. This bill will:

* Ensure medical decisions are made by health care providers, patients and their families —
the people who should have the autonomy to make healthcare decisions

* Protect people accessing Gender Affirming Care and healthcare providers who are
following medical guidelines with from litigation and ensure their privacy protections

HHHRC get calls daily from concerned patients, their families and loved ones who are scared
about not only losing access to care, but also the hate, discrimination and stigma they are facing
on a daily basis. Research shows that Gender Affirming Care saves lives. Please join 14 other
states in passing this important bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Heather Lusk, Executive Director, Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center

677 Ala Moana Blvd. Suite 226 * Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
www.hhhrc.org


http://www.hhhrc.org/

hmsa

LA g —

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

March 20, 2026

The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair
The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair
The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair

The Honorable Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services and Committee on Commerce and Consumer
Protection

Re: HB 1875 HD2—- RELATING TO HEALTH CARE

Dear Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Fukunaga and
Members of the Committees:

Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on HB
1875 HD2, which expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-
affirming health care services, including clarifying permitted disclosures of protected health information
to address changes in federal regulations. Establishes protections against abusive litigation. Prohibits
medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking certain adverse actions against health care
providers solely on the basis that the health care provider provides lawful reproductive health care
services or gender-affirming health care services.

HMSA appreciates legislators’ efforts to expand and strengthen legal protections for individuals and
providers, particularly considering the changing federal landscape. While we fully support the intent of
this measure, we believe there are still a few areas where targeted amendments could help to fully achieve
the bill’s goals. We welcome the opportunity to continue working with the Legislature to refine the
language in a manner that best advances that intent.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on HB 1875 HD2.

Sincegely,

alden Au
Director of Government Relations
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Mar 20, 2026

The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair

Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

The Thirty-Third Legislature

State Capitol

State of Hawaii

Honolulu, Hawalii 96813

SUBJECT: HB1875 HD2 — Relating to Health Care
Chair and Members of the Committee:

Aloha Independent Living Hawaii (AILH) is a statewide Center for
Independent Living (CIL) that serves people of all ages and all disabilities
across Hawaii. We write in strong support of HB1875 HD?2.

Independent Living is grounded in self-determination, privacy, and bodily
autonomy. Disabled people, including youth and adults who are LGBTQIA+,
face higher rates of discrimination, violence, and health disparities when
trying to access reproductive and gender-affirming health care. Shielding
patients, families, and providers from out-of-state interference and abusive
litigation is essential so that disabled people can make their own health
decisions and receive care where they live.

HB1875 HD2 expands Hawalii's existing protections under Act 2 (2023) to
include gender-affirming health care services and clarifies that protected
health information cannot be disclosed for out-of-state attempts to
criminalize or penalize lawful care in Hawaii. The bill creates remedies
against “abusive litigation” targeting people who access, provide, or assist
with lawful reproductive or gender-affirming care, and it makes clear that
ordinary insurance disputes over coverage, medical necessity, fraud, waste,
or abuse are not treated as abusive litigation. These provisions are critical
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to prevent harassment and intimidation of disabled consumers, families,
and providers.

HB1875 HD?2 also prohibits medical malpractice insurers and health carriers
from taking adverse actions against providers solely because they provide
lawful reproductive or gender-affirming health care services in Hawaii, so
long as the care is consistent with generally accepted standards of practice
and state law. When providers can practice without fear of targeted
insurance or contract retaliation, disabled people in rural and underserved
communities are more likely to retain access to the trusted providers they
rely on for ongoing, community-based care.

For disabled people in Hawaii, especially those who are transgender,
nonbinary, or otherwise gender diverse, losing access to gender-affirming
or reproductive health care can increase mental health crises, suicidality,
and risk of institutionalization. Protecting this care within Hawaii’'s borders
is consistent with our State constitutional commitments to equality, liberty,
and privacy, and supports disabled residents to live in the community with
control over their own bodies and health decisions.

For these reasons, AILH respectfully urges the Committees to pass HB1875
HD2.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Aloha,

5 e i
% > I3 Al =
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) >
/

Roxanne Bolden

Executive Director



Aloha Chairs, Vice chairs,

My name is Dale VanderBrink. | am the 2nd vice chair of the Ala-Moana Kaka’ako
Neighborhood Board. This is my personal testimony.

| strongly support HB1875.

The last several years have been a painful and frightening experience for many in our
community. Our federal Supreme Court and our federal government have failed us. As a
result, out-of-state entities and individuals have the means to interfere in healthcare
decisions here, either by blocking medical treatment outright, or via fear and intimidation
by suing to request private medical records.

Living in a blue state is not enough when our laws do not meet the moment. Our state, our
legislature, needs to step up to meet that moment. HB1875 helps to meet that moment by
cementing protections for reproductive rights and gender-affirming care.

It gives our state the means to shield our residents seeking medical treatment from
out-of-state entities or individuals who file frivolous lawsuits.

It prevents our state from being puppeted to enforce the lawsuits and penalties of others.
It also helps protect our medical community who simply wish to provide necessary care to
those who need it, and more.

While this bill will not help me, | fight for this because it will help my friends and family, and
those within my neighborhood and community. So | ask you on this committee: when you
vote, remember those in your districts who need this protection. Please pass HB1875.”

Mahalo,
Dale VanderBrink



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 3:35:24 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
i . Remotely Via
Sylvia Romm Individual Support Zoom
Comments:

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura and members of the Committee,

My name is Dr. Sylvia Romm. | am a board-certified pediatrician, Chair of the Board of
Directors of Project HEAL, and a nominee to the Hawai'i State LGBTQ+ Commission. | am
writing in strong support of HB 1875 HD2.

This bill matters because the patients and families | serve are afraid. In my pediatric practice, I
have cared for LGBTQ+ youth and their families, including young people who are transgender
and gender expansive. | also have close family members who are gender expansive. What | see
in clinical practice and experience personally is the same: families are frightened about what will
happen if they seek the affirming care their children need. That fear is not abstract. It is grounded
in a real and rapidly shifting federal landscape in which protections for gender-affirming care are
being eroded, and in which providers who offer this care face increasing legal and professional

risk.

HB 1875 HD2 addresses that fear directly and on multiple fronts:

By extending the protections of Act 2, SLH 2023, to explicitly include gender-affirming
health care services, this bill sends a clear message that Hawai'i will not leave its most
vulnerable youth and their providers unprotected.

By clarifying permitted disclosures of protected health information in response to shifting
federal regulations, it closes gaps that could otherwise be used to expose patients or
providers.

By prohibiting medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from taking adverse
actions against providers solely because they offer gender-affirming care, it addresses one
of the most powerful levers of chilling effect on clinical practice.

As a pediatrician, | know that when providers fear professional or legal consequences for
delivering evidence-based, affirming care, they stop providing it. That is not a theoretical
outcome. It is already happening in states that have moved in the opposite direction from
Hawai'i. The result is that youth who need care cannot access it, families who are already
navigating enormous challenges are left without support, and the health disparities that
disproportionately affect LGBTQ+ youth, particularly those who are also BIPOC, deepen
further.



As Chair of the Board of Project HEAL, a national nonprofit working at the intersection of
mental health equity, eating disorders, and LGBTQ+ and BIPOC community advocacy, | have
seen the compounding harm that comes when systemic barriers prevent people with multiple
marginalized identities from accessing care. LGBTQ+ youth of color face elevated rates of
depression, anxiety, eating disorders, and suicidality. Affirming care, including gender-affirming
care, is not optional for these young people. It is lifesaving. This bill protects the providers who
deliver that care.

As a nominee to the Hawai'i State LGBTQ+ Commission, | am committed to ensuring that state
policy reflects the real needs of Hawai'i's LGBTQ+ community. HB 1875 HD2 is exactly the
kind of proactive, protective legislation that demonstrates Hawai'i's commitment to leading with
aloha in a moment when federal leadership on these issues has faltered.

| respectfully urge the Committee to pass HB 1875 HD2.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Dr. Sylvia Romm, MD



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 8:46:40 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Kim Cordery || Individual || Oppose || In Person
Comments:

| APPOSE HB1875!

This bill is an open door for the mutilation of young girls and boys with irreparable damage!
This also removes the parental consent and gives the state access to children under the age of
consent! A'ole!



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 9:29:40 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rick Ramirez Individual Support Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs, and Members of the
Committees,

| respectfully urge you to support HB1875.

As a medical healthcare provider, thisb i | | hel ps protect healthcare
and us as medicalprovi der s who are following our J|-aws, an
of-state overreach. Medical decisions should remain between patients and their providers,
consistent with Hawai ‘| | aw and established s

Mahalo for your consideration

Dr. Rick Ramirez, DNP, APRN, AGACNP-BC, FNP-BC, ENP-C



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 10:33:37 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Alissa Nelson || Individual || Support || In Person |
Comments:

Aloha Chairs Keoholole and San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Fukanaga and McKelvey, and all
the members of the committee,

| am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1875 HD2. Gender affirming care is safe and legal in
Hawai “"i . However, much as with abortion and o
Act 2, it is under attack from out of state interests who want to intimidate and erase trans people

from society. This puts real people at risk of losing essential health care, and it puts providers at

risk of burdensome investigations and losing their license. We cannot afford to lose health care

provi der s i n ankbaaffoadito’lose tramsrpebplewe ¢

Hawai ‘i took swift action when Roe v. Wade wa
Mahalo nui loa to the committee for hearing this legislation in response to the ongoing attacks on
evidence-based health care. Your support helps me, my family, and my friends feel supported by

their community, and it keeps them safe. We are grateful for your care.

With aloha,

Alissa Nelson, LMSW, MPH



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 11:08:12 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Haylin Dennison Individual Support Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:

Hey folx! The news continues to be littered with disturbing anti-trans news and we have the
opportunity to make i mpactful change here in
heal thcare. Let’'s keep up the momlentum as HB1

Please submit testimony (yes, again, and hopefully not the last time either) NOW for a joint
hearing this Friday.

‘ﬁ'b@_@u:



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 11:30:39 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| D Dangaran || Individual || Support || In Person |
Comments:

My name is D Dangaran, and | am an assistant professorofl aw at t he Uni versity
Man oa Wi RichardmhawSSchool, where | teach and research constitutional law, civil

rights, and family law. My research, litigation, and advocacy has focused on transgender rights. |

serve as the co-chair of the National Trans Bar Association. The views expressed here are my

own and do not reflect the views of my employer or my bar association.

| am writing to offer my strong support for HB1875 and to show you 1) why this bill is needed
now, and 2) why this legislature should have faith that the law will be upheld in court.

1. States such as Texas have begun to use long-arm statutes to bring claims against providers
out-of-state who provide reproductive healthcare to Texas citizens. But states with shield laws,
such as New York, are able to prevent the enforcement of any judgments against their providers.
This has played out in recent events last Fall (case details here, outcome in favor of New York,
which enforced its shield law, described here).

I f a state such as Texas attempted to bring s

advice or information regarding abortions, Ha
commandeering of Hawai ‘i's | aw enforcement by
But i f Texas decided to bring the same type o

gender-affirming care, there would currently be no protections at all.

The private healthcare information of the patient would be at risk, as would the medical
professional’s ability to apply widely accepted standards of care by providing medically
necessary services to transgender people.

The shield law will ensure that for years to come, as states increase their attacks on transgender

people and their healthcare providers (and th
subject to the laws of thisst at e, not to another state. Hawai *
subjected to investigations, subpoenas, or civil/criminal liability due to other states' laws. But

until HB1875 passes, they are left vulnerable to such invasive attacks on their freedoms.

Hawai ‘i shoul d j oi n tthaehaveehaBted shieldlawetsprofeat nc |l udi ng
gender-affirming care (either through legislation or executive order). See here for the count.


https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2025/attorney-general-james-defends-new-yorks-shield-law-against-texas-attack
https://statecourtreport.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/new-yorks-abortion-shield-law-survives-first-challenge-texas
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/trans_shield_laws

2. Legislation such as this is likely to be found constitutional by the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit. Sanctuary cities that prevent information sharing between local government
officials and the federal government have been upheld by the Court, which governs federal

I i ti gat i oSeeUnitad Stetes wv State of ICalifornia, 921 F.3d 865 (9th Cir. 2019).
Similarly, the Court held that a federal executive order seeking to withhold funding from
sanctuary cities on account of their sanctuary city legislation was unconstitutional. See County of
Santa Clara v. Trump, 897 F.3d 1225 (9th Cir. 2018).

Although abortion and gender-affirming care shield laws have not been tested by the courts, the

same rationale applies. Another government--whether the federal government or a state

government--c annot commandeer Hawai ‘i ' srdefoaby enf or cen
withholding of funds. Such was the analysis of the New York court that analyzed Texas's attempt

to charge a New York provider for providing an abortion.

Hawai ‘i would be well within addnggemen-sti tuti on
affirming care to the preexisting protections for abortion rights.

Ultimately, this bildl i's aboutalrgadydetermiced , sover
thatgender-af f i r mi ng care is part of the standard of
Department of Health's 2023 Statement on Transgender Rights and Public Health (here).

This bill does NOT change that access to care. The debate therefore should not be taken over by

those who want to reconsider healthcare rights for transgender people. This bill simply adds

gender-affirming care providers to the protections that this legislature has already deemed

worthy of providing via legislation for reproductive health providers. This legislature would help

to protect many more people from the reach of nefarious states or the federal government. The

time is now to extend the reasonablepr ot ect i ons of f er e ththibfgrméfawai * i '
care.

Thank you for your consideration.
D Dangaran
Assistant Professor of Law

University of Hawali [ at Manoa William S. Ri ¢


https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/files/2023/09/Hawai%CA%BBi-DOH-Statement-for-Transgender-Health-FINAL-September-5-2023.pdf

HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 8:11:06 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Scott Johansen Individual Support Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:

Scott Johansen. Individual in strong support of hb1875 hd2

Please support hb1875. Hd2. As we have heard from many medical providers here today gender
affirming care in its many forms is health care. It saves lives.

Support of this bill will help allow our citizens of this state. Our neighbors and our ohana to get
the health care that they need and deserve.

Please vote yes on hb1875 hd2



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/16/2026 6:33:21 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Written Testimony
Only

Breanna Zoey Individual Support

Comments:

Aloha Chairs and Members of the
Committees,

| am submitting testimony in strong support
of HB1875. As a member of this community,
| believe every person and family

deserves access to medically necessary care
without fear of political interference. This
bill helps protect our neighbors, friends, and
loved ones.

Please stand with our community and
support HB1875.

- breanna zoey (she/they)



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/16/2026 9:24:11 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Chairs Senator Keohokalole, CPN, and Senator San Buenaventura, HHS

Vice Chairs Senator Fukanaga, CPN, and Senator McKelvey, HHS

and Committee Members

| strongly support HB1875. This bildl i n part.i
and compassion. The bill would expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023.

HB1875 ensures access to gender-affirming care for all who need it. Protect families from unjust

legal actions and custody disputes,

Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions and disciplinary actions. HB1875

ensures that Hawai ‘i remains a safe place whe
work together to make sound medical decisions.

Please pass this important bill.

Thank you. Mike Golojuch, Sr.



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/16/2026 10:29:22 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jill guillermo-togawa Individual Support W”ttenOTn(I%;tlmony
Comments:

Aloha e Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees,

| write to request your support of HB1875.

This bill helps protect healthcare i n Hawai ‘i
foll owing our | aws, an drompautefssiate oveaeachl Medigal * i ' s s o
decisions should remain between patients and
established standards of care.

|l am proud that in Hawai ‘i we most often supp

swayed by outside pressures.
Mahalo nui loa for your consideration.

Jill Guillermo-Togawa



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/16/2026 10:49:03 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dwight T. Martin Individual Support W”“e”OTnT;“mO”V

Comments:

| am a Hawaii resident, a registered voter, and a member of IndivisibleHawaii. | am submitting
testimony in strong support of HB1875. 1 believe every family deserves access to medically
necessary care without fear of political interference. This bill will protect our neighbors, friends,

and loved ones. Please stand with our community

and support HB1875.

Mabhalo.




HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/16/2026 11:49:06 PM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Caron Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair, Vice-Chair, and Members of the Committee:

| am testifying in strong support of HB1875, which provides critical, timely, and necessary
protections for both patients seeking essential health care and the providers who offer that care in

Hawai [

This bill represents a vital next step following the landmark protections of Act 2 (2023). It
thoughtfully addresses evolving challenges by:

« Explicitly Protecting Gender-AffirmingCare:By expanding Act 2’ s s
gender-affirming health care services, HB1875 sends a clear and compassionate message
to our transgender,non-b i nary, and mahud community: Hawai
will protect your right to access the medical care you and your doctors deem necessary.
This is a matter of life-saving healthcare, and it must be safeguarded from hostile external
litigation.

« Fortifying Provider Protections: The provisions prohibiting medical malpractice
insurers and health carriers from taking adverse actions against providers solely for
offering lawful reproductive or gender-affirming care are not just practical—they are
foundational to ensuring access. Without these protections, providers may be coerced or
intim dated out of offering this | egal car
residents. This bill ensures that providers can practice medicine based on evidence and
patient need, not fear.

« Clarifying Confidentiality: Updating permitted disclosures of protected health
information in line with federal changes provides essential legal clarity. This ensures that
patient privacy is maintained and that our local statutes remain robust against shifting
federal landscapes, protecting both confidentiality and the patient-provider relationship.

In a time when other states are aggressively eroding the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals and

' i miting reproductive autonomy, Hawai 'i must
access. HB1875 proactively defends our values and our people.



This bill is a direct investment in the health, safety, andwell-b ei ng of Hawai ‘i’
upholds the principle that healthcare decisions should be made between a patient and their
doctor, free from political interference or fear of retaliation.

| urge you to pass HB1875 and affirm Hawai
autonomy, supports its healthcare workforce, and provides safe, equitable access to healthcare
for all.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 12:37:47 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brodie Lockard Individual Support W“ttenoTntI%;tlmony

Comments:

| support this bill.




HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 5:11:36 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jonathan Huynh Individual Support W”ttenOTn(I%;tlmony

Comments:

Aloha. I am writing in strong support of HB 1875, HD2, which expands protections for gender-
affirming health care services and reinforces our state's commitment to equality, equity, and
fairness in health care. This bill represents a critical steptowarden sur i ng t hat
residents can access the care they need without fear of discrimination, legal retaliation, or

professional consequences.

At its core, this bill embodies the fundamental principle of health care equity—that every person
deserves access to medically necessary care regardless of their gender identity or expression. By

extending the protections established in Act 2 (2023) to include gender-affirming health care

services, the legislature affirms that transgender and gender-diverse individuals deserve the same

rights to bodily autonomy and privacy that are already protected for reproductive health care.

The bill addresses three critical dimensions of fairness:

1. Protection from Abusive Litigation: The bill establishes clear legal protections against
"abusive litigation" targeting those who seek, provide, or assist with lawful gender-affirming
care. This is essential equity, as it prevents wealthier jurisdictions from weaponizing their legal
systems against vulnerable individuals who are simply accessing medically necessary care in

accordance wi

t h

Hawai

aw and

medi cal

2. Professional Protection: By prohibiting medical malpractice insurers and health carriers from

taking adverse actions against providers solely for offering lawful gender-affirming care, the bill

ensures that our healthcare workforce can serve all patients without fear of economic retaliation.
This promotes fairness for both providers and patients who deserve access to qualified

professionals.

3. Information Privacy: The bill strengthens protections for sensitive health information,
ensuring that patient privacy is maintained regardless of the political climate elsewhere. This is
particularly crucial for gender-diverse individuals who often face disproportionate privacy

violations and discrimination.

The legislation thoughtfully preserves necessary oversight mechanisms while preventing
discrimination. It allows for legitimate disciplinary actions based on actual violations of medical
standards rather than on the provision of legally protected care. This balanced approach

maintains professional accountability while advancing equity.

al |

best

Ha



I commend the legislature for recognizing that health care is not a political issue but a
fundament al human right . By passing this bildl
our transgender and gender-diverse residents and will not allow external political pressures to

undermine their access to essential care.

For the sake of equality, for the principle of fairness, and for the health and wellbeing of all
Hawai ' i resident s, | respectfully urge you to

Thank you for your consideration.



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 5:49:12 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lisa Pollak Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees,
| respectfully urge you to support HB1875.

As someone who just had to leave Hawai'i for surgery, it is critical that medical decisions that

literally save lives remain in the hands of patients and providers.

This bill hel ps protect healthcare iare Hawai ‘i
foll owing our | aws, and pr efskteoveaeachi Medigal * i ' s s o
deci sions should remain between patients and
established standards of care.

Mahalo for your consideration.
Lisa Pollak, Kauai



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 6:04:14 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shanda Brack Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chairs, Vice-Chairs and Members of the Committees,

| am a primary care nurse practitioner writing in strong support of HB1875, which safeguards

access to |l awful health care in Hawai ‘i and p
governmental overreach. As a member of this community, a healthcare provider and family

member of several transgender peopl e, |l see f
shield health care decisions from out-of-state political interference.

In my clinical practice, I care for many transgender and gender-diverse patients who are simply
trying to live healthy, stable lives. Nearly all major medical and psychological organizations
recognize gender-affirming care as evidence-based and essential. | have personally seen how this
care improves mental health, reduces distress, and helps patients function at school, at work, and
within their families. For some patients, this care is truly lifesaving, and for most, it is life-
changing. | have never had a patient thank me in tears for managing their diabetes. | have,
however, found myself in tears alongside patients who expressed overwhelming gratitude—who
never believed they would be accepted by a healthcare provider or given the chance to align their
bodies with who they truly are inside.

Most gender-affirming care looks like routine primary care and mental health treatment —
during these appointments | address gout, diabetes, anxiety, depression, and other common
conditions. HB1875 helps ensure | can continue to provide appropriate, guidelines focused,
evidence based, ethical care without fear that political pressure from other states will interfere
with my ability to do my job.

Hawai ' i already struggles to recruit and reta
this system, | am deeply concerned that without protections like those in HB1875, more

providers will choose to leave the state to practice elsewhere. That would mean longer wait

times, fewer options, and worse outcomes for patients across our islands.

This issue is personal for me. I have close friends and family members who are transgender.

Access to safe, affirming health care matters to me personally and professionally. Many of my

patients and friends have told me they are not valued or protected in the State of Hawaii. Passing

HB1875 would send a powerful message that Haw
to receive lawful medical care. It is unacceptable that they should not have access to the care

that addresses their specific health needs - everyone deserves good healthcare.



Medical decisions belong with patients, families, and trained health care professionals — not
politicians. Criminalizing providers for delivering standard, evidence-based care is frightening
and harmful to the entire health care system. While | may disagree wi t h anot her prov

approach to a patient’s treatment, | absolute
HB1875 will help ensure that Hawai ‘i remains
privacy, and compassionate, evidence-based care. | strongly urge you to pass this bill and

continue Hawai ‘i’ s | eadership nirightssprotecting p
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony in support of HB1875. | would be happy
to provide additional information or speak further about what | see in my practice and the

research supporting this care.
Respectfully,

Shanda Brack, APRN



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 6:22:36 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gerald Tariao Montano Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees,

| am a pediatrician on Maui. Practicing medicine in Hawai'i can be difficult, whether it's from the
high cost of living or from the lack of access to speciality care, especially on the neighbor
islands. Allowing federal or out-of-state entities interfere on how we practice medicine will only
dissuade future providers from moving here to practice or drive current providers away from
Hawai'i, which desperately needs their help.

Gender-affirming care is evidence-based, medically necessary, and lifesaving. HB1875 protects
providers from politically motivated interference, allows us to practice ethical medicine, and
ensures that medical decisions are made between the patient, their family, and their doctor, and
not politicians. | strongly urge your support of HB 1875 and pass it out of committee.

Regards,

Gerald Montano, DO



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 7:35:17 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Thaddeus Pham Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony

Comments:

Aloha HHS and CPN Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members,

As a public health professional and concerned citizen, | write in strong support of HB1875 HD2.
As a member of this community, | believe every family in Hawai'i deserves access to medically

necessary care without fear of political interference.

This bill protects our neighbors, friends, and loved ones. I strongly urge you to pass HB1875.

Mabhalo,

Thaddeus Pham




HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 7:55:08 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Thomas Sheeran Individual Support ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Dear Chair Buenaventura, Vice-Chair McKelvey, Chair Keohokalole, and Vice-Chair Fukanaga,

| strongly support this measure.

As a community member with many years’
members of our community, | know how hard it is for many individuals to access the care they
need.

exper.i

| strongly support HB 1875 HD?2 to assure that mahu, transgender, and gender diverse people can
continue to access medically necessary, evidence-based care without political interference.

| urge you to vote YES on this measure.
Mahalo
Tom Sheeran

Mo i I i " il



HB-1875-HD-2

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 8:00:15 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dr Karen Parsell Miller Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am a pediatrician at Kapi'olani Medical Center and am asking for you to kindly strongly
support this bill for the children of Hawai'i. This will help our children survive into a joyful life
with the evidence based care provided to them by their doctors supporting their true selves.




HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 8:18:36 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alice Smith Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, as a physician | am writing in support of protecting access to gender affirming care for
our transgender community. | find it appalling that politicians with no medical training or
understanding of the transgender community are making decisions involving medical care. In the
case of the transgender community this appears to be based on ignorance and discrimination and
the results could be devastating to an already vulnerable community. | ask that you help protect
the members of the transgender community. Mahalo!



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 8:50:12 AM
Testimony for HHS on 3/20/2026 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Samuel Takara Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees,

| respectfully urge you to support HB1875.

This bill helps protect healthcare i n Hawai ‘i
foll owing our | aws, and pautefsskateoveaeachi Medigal * i ' s s o
deci sions should remain between patients and
established standards of care.

As a Christian, I have to admit that a lot of the over-reach is originating from my religious
community (and specific sections of it at that). As a result, the attempts to turn the beliefs of
specific Christian denominations into laws both at the state and federal level are deeply rooted in
their interpretation "how things should be.” Their views do not reflect those of the broader state
or country.

Mahalo for your consideration.



Re:HB1875RELATI NG TO HEALN HSTCRAG(RNEG SUPPORT
Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice-Chair Aquino, and members of the Committee:

My name is Dr. Casandra Simonson MD and | am a pediatrician on Maui where | have been

treating keiki for the last 12 years. My testimony is my own and not representative of

others. | am writing to testify in strong support of HB1875. During these uncert
best course of action is to protect our trans:
them. Transgender care is |ifesaving care and
shows ALOHA for this oommusupport eéiBAaBUBagady
record show you were on the right side of his:

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns on this important issue for our
community.

Sincerely,

Dr. Casandra Simonson MD
Pediatrics Chair, CCM



HB-1875-HD-2
Submitted