
TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 1860, RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. 
 
BEFORE THE:  
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CULTURE & ARTS 
 
DATE: Friday, February 6, 2026 TIME:  9:30 a.m.. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 309. 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or. 
Ian Robertson, Deputy Attorney General. 

 
 
Chair Kapela and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments 

regarding this bill. 

The stated purposes of this bill are to (1) designate the Hawaii Symphony 

Orchestra (HSO) the "Hawaii State Symphony Orchestra"; (2) exempt the HSO from the 

qualifying standards in chapter 42F, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS); (3) establish 

reporting requirements for the HSO on its use of state funds; and (4) appropriate 

general revenues to the HSO for its operating costs for fiscal year 2026-2027. 

A Statement Declaring the Public Purpose of the HSO Should be Added to 
Section 1 of the Bill          
Article VII, section 4, of the Hawaii Constitution provides in part: "No tax shall be 

levied or appropriation of public money or property made, nor shall the public credit be 

used, directly or indirectly, except for a public purpose."  

Accordingly, to clarify the Legislature's determination that this bill is for a public 

purpose, we respectfully suggest that an explicit statement of public purpose be 

inserted in section 1.  The Committee may wish to consider the following wording, which 

was previously used in S.B. No. 441, S.D. 1, H.D. 1: 

The legislature finds that the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra has served and 
continues to serve a public purpose through free performances at parks and 
outdoor community centers, education concerts, showcasing young musicians, 
and performing side-by-side with the Hawaii Youth Symphony, as well as 
providing free admission for public school faculty, staff, and students to attend 
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shows through department of education programs.  These community program 
initiatives exemplify the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra's service and dedication to 
the public.  The legislature concludes that exempting appropriations of state 
general revenues to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra from the requirements of 
chapter 42F, Hawaii Revised Statutes, complies with the public purpose 
requirement of article VII, section 4, of the Hawaii State Constitution. 

We further note that the Legislature in Act 382, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 

1987, established the Honolulu Symphony Endowment Fund to provide financial 

support to the Honolulu Symphony.  The legislative history of Act 382 stated that the 

"Honolulu Symphony is a major cultural resource of Hawaii and is deserving of the 

support provided in this bill."  Senate Standing Committee Report No. 802 (1987). 

In Act 258, SLH 1988, the name of the Honolulu Symphony Endowment Fund 

was changed to the State of Hawaii Endowment Fund.  Subsequently, in Act 175, SLH 

1995, the Legislature, in section 1 of the Act, noted that the purpose of the Act "is to 

clarify the legislative intent that the income and capital gains of the State of Hawaii 

endowment fund are to be used for the production of music by an Oahu-based 

symphony orchestra."  We understand that such moneys have been transferred to the 

HSO "for the production of music by an Oahu-based symphony orchestra." 

Also, we note that the legislative history of Act 175 states that "the legislative 

intent to establish the endowment was to support a live symphonic orchestra for the 

residents in Hawaii."  Conference Committee Report No. 103 (1995).  Consequently, we 

believe that the HSO serves a public purpose.  

To facilitate the public's understanding of the Legislature's intent, we respectfully 

suggest that language be inserted into section 1 of the bill describing the historical 

support that the HSO has received from the State of Hawaii Endowment Fund, and the 

public benefits that have accrued from its existence. 

Chapter 42F, HRS, Exemptions for Nonprofits Other than the HSO are 
Constitutionally Problematic         
We note that granting chapter 42F, HRS, exemptions to nonprofits other than the 

HSO is likely to violate article VII, section 4, of the Hawaii Constitution, which provides 

in part: "No grant of public money or property shall be made except pursuant to 

standards provided by law."  This is because such nonprofits do not share the same 
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State-established heritage as the HSO.  The HSO's unique historical connection to the 

State gives it a special status that other organizations cannot claim, making exemptions 

for those other entities constitutionally problematic. 

We respectfully ask the Committee to consider our comments. 
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2 February 2026 

Testimony in Strong Support of HB 1860 – Relating to the Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra 

Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and members of the Committee:  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of HB 1860, which designates the 
Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra. This recognition affirms the 
role symphony orchestras can play as models for positive community change; not only through outreach 
and education, but through artistic excellence itself. 

Music has value for its own sake. The high artistic standards upheld by HSO’s professional musicians, 
its President/CEO, Music Director, and staff matter deeply. I think it important to note that artistic 
excellence is not incidental to community engagement, but rather, it is the engine that drives it! When 
performances are compelling, thoughtful, and musically rigorous, audiences show up. If the artistic 
product were poor, no amount of outreach alone would sustain public interest or trust. We can’t take for 
granted the HSO’s artistic excellence, or the inspiration they bring to our keiki and communities.  

In addition, in the 21st century, Orchestras are not merely presentational, but are now participatory 
institutions that invite audiences and partners to shape programming that reflects shared values and local 
priorities.  

The HSO exemplifies the balance between artistic integrity and civic purpose. Recent projects such 
as Symphony of the Hawaiian Birds, followed by Hawaiʻi Forests and Hawaiʻi Seas, demonstrated how 
high-level musicianship paired with place-based storytelling can galvanize extraordinary collaboration. 
Similarly, Side-by-Side concerts with Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony and the Pacific Music Institute 
show how professional excellence provides the fuel that allows young musicians and community partners 
to rise to the occasion. Each time the HSO undertakes a major educational or collaborative endeavor, the 
community responds wholeheartedly, something not every professional orchestra achieves. 

As this designation moves forward, I respectfully encourage the continued prioritization of the HSO’s 
educational programs for youth and families, which are the lifeblood of its community connectivity 
and a natural extension of its artistic mission. 

Finally, Hawaiʻi is fortunate to have a rich ecosystem of collegiate, community, regional, and youth 
orchestras across the islands. As HB 1860 elevates the HSO, I hope it also creates space to acknowledge 
and celebrate the broader orchestral landscape—strengthening the stature and impact of all symphony 
orchestras statewide. 

Mahalo for your thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Randy Wong 
President & CEO, Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony 
Musician, Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra  



 

February 3, 2026 

RE: HB 1860 

To whom it may concern: 

I was lucky enough to join the Honolulu Symphony in 1968 as a junior in high school. Maestro 
Robert La Marchina offered me and 2 other high school friends an opportunity to play as 
members of the Honolulu Symphony while still in high school. We have all continued in music, 
taking time to complete degrees in music and have returned to Honolulu to resume performing 
with the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra while sharing our accrued knowledge with young 
students.  

As the owner of the Masaki School of Music, many of our 600+ students attend concerts by the 
Hawaii Symphony and share with me their enthusiasm following each concert, be it classical, a 
showcase of Hawaiian artists, educational,  community based, contemporary featuring video 
game music or soundtracks from movies. What the Hawaii Symphony does for our community is 
not duplicated by any other organization in our State. Our students are blessed with high level 
instruction from masterful musicians of the Hawaii Symphony who have devoted their lives to 
music and remain steadfast even as they struggle to make ends meet.  

My life has been blessed with music and the Honolulu and Hawaii Symphony Orchestras have 
always been a part of my life. My mother was Ellen Masaki, a piano teacher who devoted her 
life to music and to her students. She knew the importance of having a professional orchestra in 
Hawaii and regularly held fundraisers for the orchestra with her students, many of whom had 
the privilege of performing with the Honolulu Symphony. The orchestra sets high standards and 
its influence can be heard in our young musicians, many of whom are members of the Hawaii 
Youth Symphony. You cannot have one without the other and, with the passage of this Bill, the 
Hawaii Symphony will have additional resources at its disposal to stabilize and grow this truly 
great orchestra for the people of Hawaii. 

1347 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite #201 Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 • Tel: (808) 593-9395 • Fax: (808) 593-9396 
Email: masakischoolofmusic@gmail.com • website: www.masakimusic.com



Designating the Hawaii Symphony as the State Orchestra of Hawaii is a way to share this gem of 
the Pacific with our neighboring islands with hopes that they will also want to nurture and share 
in the growth of this magnificent musical entity that has the power to inspire, educate and 
cultivate high artistic values within our communities. Children who have been touched by the 
magic of music usually stay the course and find satisfaction as they develop their technical skills 
and musical aptitude.  

The musicians of the Hawaii Symphony are highly trained and are  an invaluable asset for our 
community. Our symphony musicians teach hundreds of Hawaii’s youth and encourage them to 
join their school orchestras and the Hawaii Youth Symphony. Students who do well in music 
usually do well in school and are sought after by institutions of higher education. It is a win-win 
situation. 

Performing in a professional orchestra is very demanding, filled with challenges and high 
expectations. There is very little time to rehearse and put together polished performances week 
after week. Fortunately, we have found a great leader in Maestro Dane Lam. In the short time 
he has been onboard he has energized and whipped the orchestra into an ensemble with a 
powerful , unified voice skilled at delivering the music of the great and familiar composers while 
also welcoming compositions of living composers. He fully embraces our local artists and 
traditions and showcases them regularly performing with the Hawaii Symphony.  Not only is 
Dane Lam a visionary who can plan for an exciting and innovative future for our orchestra but 
he has successfully found a bridge to our audiences through his sincere down-to-earth 
demeanor. He is a keeper! 

This is an exciting time for the Hawaii Symphony and your support will help us retain our 
musicians and our new Maestro Dane Lam.  

Thank you for considering the passage of this bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Masaki 
Masaki School of Music, owner/president 
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, cellist
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IN SUPPORT OF HB1860 — Relating to the Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra​

Submitted by: Avalon Group 

Aloha Committee Members, 

Avalon Group submits this written testimony in strong support of HB1860, which designates the 

Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the official State of Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra and 

provides essential operating funding. 

The Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra has enriched Hawaiʻi’s cultural and educational landscape for 

more than a century. As noted in the bill, the orchestra has provided significant public service 

and meaningful artistic contributions since its founding in 1900, promoting both international 

excellence and local talent. 

HB1860 recognizes that the Symphony delivers substantial public value and creates a sustainable 

mechanism for supporting its operations without compromising its artistic autonomy. The bill 

ensures that the State may contribute to HSO’s general operating costs—up to $500,000 in 

FY26–27—for mission‑critical functions such as operations, maintenance, community outreach, 

and educational programming. 

Avalon Group is particularly supportive of the bill’s focus on educational access, including 

opportunities for public school students, faculty, and staff to attend performances free of charge. 

This investment directly aligns with our longstanding commitment to strengthening Hawaiʻi 

communities and expanding opportunities for our youth. 

Designating HSO as the official State of Hawaiʻi Symphony Orchestra is not only appropriate 

given its historic role, but also vital for ensuring its long‑term stability and continued service to 

the people of Hawaiʻi. 

For these reasons, Avalon Group respectfully urges the Legislature to pass HB1860. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit written testimony. 

McKinley Eads​

On behalf of Avalon Group 

 

 

 









 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Representative Jeanne Kapela, Chair 
Representative Sam Satoru Kong, Vice Chair 
Committee on Culture & Arts  
 
RE: HB 1860 - Relating to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra – In Support 

Friday, February 6, 2026; 9:30 AM 
Conference room 309 

 
Aloha Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong and members of the committee: 
 
As a Board of Director of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) and on-behalf 
of Servco Pacific, Inc., I am writing in strong support of HB 1860, which 
designates the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra. 
 
Founded in 1900, the HSO has become an integral part of our community, not 
only by hosting diverse concerts and programs featuring international 
performing artists but also by promoting local talent within Hawaii through its 
outreach and educational opportunities such as the Hapa Concert Series and 
No Hoku Opio youth competition. HSO also provides free concerts in parks, 
public spaces, and live streams to ensure access to all of Hawaii’s residents. 
 
By designating Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the “State of Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra,” HB 1860 will enable HSO to obtain state funds and continue to 
deliver accessible and meaningful programs that benefits Hawaii’s families, 
students, and communities. 
 
We respectfully urge the Committee to pass HB 1860. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure. 
 
Peter Dames 
President & CEO 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 3:02:29 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Blazak Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Honorable Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and Members of the Committee, 

As a constituent of House District 1, I support this measure. 

 











HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 4:19:02 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Winston R Welch Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

This bill has my strong support.  

Please pass HB1860. 

Aloha, Winston Welch 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 5:45:26 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Hadfeld Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Continuing to support Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is paramount for our community. This 

support helps to ensure that world-class symphonic music continues to serve our our keiki for 

generations to come. As a parent of four, exposing my keiki to music helps them learn about 

culture, expose them to unique ideas and experiences and instills a love of the arts in their young 

hearts and minds. It would be a shame to lose such a valuable piece of our history and 

community. Please consider supporting this bill as a way to continue to invest in our future. 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 5:49:54 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Shewmaker Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support thus bill. We need the Hawaii's Symphony Orchestra to be designated as the state 

Orchestra for the state of Hawaii. Thank you for your consideration. 

 





https://youtu.be/221O-kZZLHQ?si=HbTUwvE6ZxYO2XTb


Band Director, (Aiea Intermediate School (1992) 

Former President Oahu Band Directors Association 

Former Chairperson Oahu Band Directors Association High School Select Band 

Director, Hawai'i All State Marching Band 2024 Tournament of Roses Parade 

Pasadena,California 

    https://youtu.be/X4bTEBM3HdI?si=uJFOxgVLTOV1hAx

V 

 

https://youtu.be/X4bTEBM3HdI?si=uJFOxgVLTOV1hAxV
https://youtu.be/X4bTEBM3HdI?si=uJFOxgVLTOV1hAxV


HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 5:52:54 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Kessner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) being named as the Hawaii State 

Orchestra.  HSO is one of the pillars of culture in Hawaii and allows our people to hear great 

symphonic pieces as well as works by contemporary composers.  The musicians are superb and 

have become one beautiful voice under the leadership of Maestro Dane Lam.  HSO has world 

class musicians like Concert Master Ignace Jang and Assistant Concert Master Nelly Kovalev as 

well as wonderful home grown talent like Oboist Alex Hayashi.  Indeed all sections of the 

orchestra have outstanding musicians who also teach in the community so our youth have great 

instruction in their chosen instrument.  It is fitting and appropriate for HSO to the named as the 

state orchestra.   

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 5:52:59 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathleen Long Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Kathleen Long, and I am writing in support of HB1860 to designate the 

Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the official state symphony of Hawaii. 

HSO is a vital cultural institution that brings high-quality live music to our communities while 

supporting local musicians and music education across the state. Through performances and 

outreach programs, the Symphony helps ensure that residents of all ages have access to the arts. 

Designating HSO as the official state symphony is a meaningful way to recognize the important 

role it already plays in enriching Hawaii's cultural life. This recognition affirms the value of the 

arts in our state and honors an organization that represents Hawaii with excellence and pride. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. I respectfully urge you to pass HB1860. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Long 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:02:46 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Olivia Busenbark Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass bill hb1860. Our symphony is so important to Hawaii. Thank you.  

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:04:40 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ricky Takemoto Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is a beautiful part of our community, representing the State of 

Hawaii in class and culture.  Residents and visitors enjoy a wide variety of presentations - many 

of which we all agree are world class.  Whether classical or local, their presentations are a bright 

reflection on our state and I was surprised to discover that the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is not 

even recognized nor supported by Hawaii.  Please show support for an organization that is 

already possitively associated with Hawaii and already an important part of our community 

through outreach to students and kupuna (like me).  Thank you for your thoughtful 

consideration! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:05:50 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roger Epstein Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Honolulu Symphony is critical to the mental health of our community. As an attorney in 

Honolulu for 55 years, I kno how important this is.  

please pass this legislation  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:06:18 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Norm Foster Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1860. I have been a member of the Hawaii Symphony, formerly the 

Honolulu Symphony, for 40 years. We have served the entire state as when I first joined, 

every season we visited Maui, Kauai and the Big Island with full symphony concerts and 

educational programs. In 1992 we were a 42 week season major orchestra. At 21 weeks 

now and under the brilliant direction of Dane Lam, the artistic quality of the orchestra is 

the best ever in my opinion. The orchestra needs to be recognized and designated as the 

official orchestra of Hawaii. We are professionals and bring much to the State. This 

designation would help our fundraising and long term stability. Mahalo for your 

consideration.  

Norm 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:07:58 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katherine Kane  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HSO is So Fabulous to listen to and to watch too ! Listening to HSO transports me up beyond 

my present circumstances filling me with Joy and Inspiration ! HSO pours their heart out into 

whatever music they play ! They Deserve to be the Official State Orchestra !  I am Always 

Thrilled to attend their performances ! 

     Thank you ! 

Katherine Kane 

  

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:17:35 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jodi Javonillo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I a writing in support of HB1860 to designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the 

official state symphony.  Please protect the world-class music they bring to our islands which is 

critical to our keiki's learning and enjoyment!  Mahalo! 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:38:39 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Schoocraft Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We are season members of HSO and have watched the orchestra improve to a world class 

symphony under Dane Lam.  All Hawaii should be proud. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:58:13 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brenner Danielson  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and other members of the committee.  

  

I urge you not to advance this bill, or to amend it by removing the appropriation of funds. I am 

a resident who enjoys the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra and has attended many of their 

performances.  

However, the introducer of this bill Rep. Quinlan, along with Gov. Green have repeatedly 

claimed the state is facing large funding shortfalls, and have proposed new measures to raise 

taxes.  

  

As such it would be irresponsible to commit funding to the HSO at a time when the state is 

facing shortfalls and raising taxes.  

  

Mahalo for you time. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:07:30 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

WAYNE K HIGASHI Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:11:26 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natasha Shanahan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to support legislation to make the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the official state 

symphony. I have been attending their concerts since I was a child and now are bringing my 

children. They are a foundation of community and art within Hawaii. I have enjoyed every 

orchestra, musical and opera concert I have gone to and enjoy the new direction they have gone 

in incorporating orchestra music with film and children's performances.They are a treasure! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:11:37 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Matsuura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill because the Hawaii Symphony has demonstrated excellent musicianship which 

it takes to as many communities in our state as possible.  The Hawaii symphony represents our 

state with concert repertoire, musicians and education that reaches all ages.  It represents the 

highest level of musicianship in our state. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:15:22 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lilly Schloeder Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. My name is Lilly Schloeder and I am submitting testimony in support of HB1860 to 

make Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra the state symphony. I have lived on O'ahu for six years now, 

and the Hawai'i Symphony has molded me as a young adult and business professional. I was 

hired as their Marketing Coordinator back in 2021. Immediately, I was welcomed into the 

warmest, friendliest group of staff. Over the next three years, I helped shape their brand and 

helped sell out concerts. I wouldn't be the business person I am today without the opportunity 

the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra gave me as an somewhat inexperienced young woman with a 

passion for classical music. I witnessed hundreds of concerts that were heard by Hawai'i people 

of all backgrounds, ages, and socio-economic statuses. This is an extremely critical nonprofit 

organization that deserves the title of state symphony. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:25:04 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Castro Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra (HSO) has had a significant impact on our family, 

especially our two daughters, who graduated from public school, and then earned their 

undergraduate degrees in music from UHM before earning their masters degrees. Currently, 

Naomi is the choral director for the Eugene (OR) Opera Theatre, Eugene Symphony Chorus, and 

Cottage Grove Theatre. Karyn is program developer with Chorus America, based in Washington, 

D.C, 

The quality of professional level and the yearslong friendship with many of the HSO musicians 

have definitely left their mark on our family. Music that HSO provides to Hawai'i Nei and the 

world is just an indication of the global impact the whole organization has had. 

A hui hou, Jimmy Castro 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:39:45 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carlynn M Wolfe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We are an ARTS state and need to show it.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:45:51 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon McMonagle Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of HB1860. I have been a season ticket holder for over ten years and have greatly 

appreciated these events especially as Hawaiian and Pacific talent has been showcased in 

addition to the standard repertoire. 

Our symphony is a matter of pride and accomplishment. Please support its continued success. 

Shannon McMonagle 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:48:35 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dr. Renee Foster Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This truly would benefit the state of Hawaii and its citizens. To have an orchestra that not only 

represents the state, but promotes the culture and all that is Hawaii. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:50:36 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tony Santini Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Hawai'i Legislature, 

I fully support this bill. The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra is an important asset to the state of 

Hawai'i and our local community. 

Mahalo, 

Tony Santini 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 8:35:47 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lindsey Heathcock Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill in the hope of providing more support to our symphony so more can enjoy. 

Lindsey Heathcock 

 







  

  

  

  
 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 9:15:34 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Schultz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The HSO is a bright light in our community and promotes the good, true, and the beautiful. The 

dedication and artistry of the musicians is admirable and inspiring.  Please help to ensure that 

world-class symphonic music continues to serve our community and our keiki for generations to 

come.  Aloha! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 9:35:33 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Chiwa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Representative Kapela, Vice Chair Representative Kong and Members of the 

Committee on Culture and the Arts. 

Please support HB 1860 to designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the State of 

Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.  I have donated to the HSO for many years, and have been 

enriched and uplifted by the melodies that the wonderful HSO musicians bring to life.  Please 

help more people in Hawaii to be enriched and uplifted musically by supporting HB 1860. 

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa  

Makiki and life long resident of Oahu  

  

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 10:23:36 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Murakami 

Akatsuka 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support the passage of HB 1860 designating the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra as the 

State of Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra.  This will enable its sustainability across all islands 

statewide going forward. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB1860. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 10:55:46 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeff Juett  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

First time season ticket holder from last year. And it has been a magnificent experience. I'll 

always be a season ticket holder from now on. 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 11:20:47 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Poranee Sponsel Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra has been doing a great job with support of community to 

highlight the unique cultural values of the State of Hawaii. At this economic trouble time, many 

doners have to stop their donations. 

It is high time for the State of Hawaii to finacially support the HSO as it is one of the State 

cultural prides and magnet for tourism. Thank you. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 12:11:30 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Connie Conover Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of HB1860.   To support the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 2:54:43 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jean Sun Shaw Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

i wholeheartedly support HSO's petition to be designated State of Hawai`i Symphony 

Orchestra.  In my mind, it already is functioning in this capacity.  HSO, under its current 

leadership and team members, has delivered an exceptional caliber of cultural offerings - a 

quality that makes us in Hawai`i beam with pride!  HSO demonstrates both breadth and 

depth.  The organization's outreach into community, collaborations with other local cultural 

organizations, and its focus on educating our youth simply raises the tide for everyone.  This is 

community leadership! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 5:16:56 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joanne Amberg Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support the Hawai'i symphony Orchestra.  The arts and music are vital to the health and 

well being of our community.   

Mahalo, 

Joanne Amberg 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 6:40:12 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosemary Adam-Terem Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill because I believe Hawaii has and needs an excellent symphony orchestra. Not 

only does HSO bring live classical and contemporary music to audiences, it also serves the 

community with music education. It provides employment opportunities for Hawaii musicians 

who would otherwise have to take their knowledge and talents away from our state.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 7:02:23 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret ANN Renick Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I fully support designating the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the official state orchestra.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 7:08:57 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mariko Dennis Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please designate the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra as the official state symphony of Hawai'i. 

This organization matters deeply to the city of Honolulu, the island of O'ahu, and the state of 

Hawai'i as a whole. With Honolulu serving as the state's capital, it only make sense for the city's 

largest and most cherished music organization to represent Hawai'i as a whole. Thank you for 

your consideration! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 7:33:46 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

chunmay chang Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

2/4/26 

I fully support the designation of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the official state 

orchestra. For Hawaii, we are most fortunate to have a group of dedicated and passionate 

Olympic musicians to play for us and be blessed with supporters beyond politics. Music brings 

peace.   

Please vote yes to this bill. 

thank you  Chunmay Chang   

  

 















HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 8:40:20 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Williams Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a state, Hawaii should support the arts. We have a world-class symphony that's barely 

surviving on less than a shoestring budget. This forum is not to debate whether the symphony 

orchestra is important; it is. The question is whether we should adopt our orchestra as the official 

orchestra of the State of Hawaii and give it the financial support it needs to survive. Right now 

our musicians cannot make a living playing in the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra. It's not even 

their main job. 

I heard once several years ago that our UH football coach was the highest paid state employee. 

How can we pay a college football coach, one person, half a million dollars a year and not 

support our symphony? That doesn't make sense to me. 

I value our symphony and want to see it flourish for many years to come. It provides a valuable 

service to our community that we cannot afford to lose. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 8:40:38 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Glenn Tango Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support designating the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the official orchestra of state of 

Hawaii. The orchestra is first class and very good.  

 



Jon Magnussen!
Resident of "Aiea, HI!
 !
Representative Jeanne Kapela !
Chair, Committee on Culture & Arts!
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 210!
415 S. Beretania St.!
Honolulu, HI 96813!

February 4, 2026!

RE: HB1860–Support for Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) Designation as the State of 
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra 

Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and members of the Committee on Culture & Arts:!

I am writing in regards to HB1860, to express my strong support for the Hawai"i Symphony 
Orchestra (HSO) and to advocate for its designation as the "State of Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra” with consistent, annual fiscal support from the State of Hawai‘i for their impactful 
music education services on O‘ahu and across our neighbor islands. !

As a vital community asset, the HSO fills critical gaps in public education, particularly in 
underserved areas such as O"ahu’s Leeward Coast and the neighbor islands, where access to 
arts education is sorely limited.  I know this firsthand, having grown up on Kaua"i. I also know 
this as a longtime music educator at UH West O"ahu on the Leeward side of O"ahu, where 
many of my students, still in their 20s, have never experienced a live orchestral performance – 
65+ people collaborating onstage, playing beautiful music.  My students always find inspiration 
from class outings to hear the HSO in the Blaisdell Concert Hall, many for their first time.  
Consistent state funding for symphony music education services in underserved areas 
statewide would provide much-needed access to inspiration. !

The HSO is also a cultural beacon in our community, expressing who we are as humans, in 
ways that can help us better understand and navigate the uncertainties of the future and 
problems of the present. Our HSO does this by programming excellent, impactful work of the 
past, and by working with living artists and composers to bring new work into existence.  The 
new work reflects who we are, here, right now, in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  Without the 
HSO, we would be poorer, and our keiki would be less likely to develop skills of collaboration 
and problem-solving, and a strong work ethic necessary for a successful future.  !

In the past decade, the HSO has built an excellent model, with a team currently headed by the 
impactful Music & Artistic Director Dane Lam, President and CEO, Amy Iwano, Composer in 
Residence Michael Foumai, all supported by a strong Board of Directors chaired with a steady 
hand by Paul Kosasa (ABC Stores).  An investment in the HSO would be a wise investment 
into our statewide economy.  With its 50+ direct employees and over 100 contract workers, 



the HSO directly contributes to our statewide economy, with every $1 invested in the arts 
often returning $5-$7 in economic activity.  (This figure is derived from long-term, large-scale 
studies on the nonprofit arts and culture sector's economic impact conducted by Americans 
for the Arts, released in October 2023.) !

A robust HSO positively impacts our economy in the following ways:!

# Tourism and Hospitality: The HSO acts as a premier cultural attraction, enhancing the 
visitor experience and offering an attractive and sophisticated alternative to typical tourist 
activities. The HSO helps attract visitors to our islands seeking culture, bringing revenue 
into the state, and especially Waikiki and the Honolulu area.%

# Transportation and Local Business: Concert nights at the Blaisdell or Hawaii Theatre 
drive increased traffic for transportation services (taxis, rideshares, parking) and nearby 
restaurants, boosting local commerce. Approximately 50% of attendees dine or shop 
before or after HSO performances, directly benefiting downtown Honolulu and 
surrounding local businesses.%

# Cultural Identity and Innovation: The HSO has quietly been creating a new body of 
Hawai"i-centered symphonic works to help audiences connect with our unique cultural 
heritage.  This includes celebrating the history and incredible knowledge of our 
indigenous ancestors (mai n! k"puna mai), alongside the stories of today, with works by 
local composers Michael Foumai, Herb Mahelona, Takuma Itoh, Byron Yasui, Takeo 
Kudo, Tom Osborne, Don Womack, and others, myself included. The HSO also blends 
traditional symphonic music with local culture, such as the HapaSymphony series, which 
features the best local artists and mele (songs) in #$lelo Hawai#i (Hawaiian language), 
bringing a unique, "only-in-Hawaii" experience to residents and visitors alike. %

# Education and Workforce Development: To make a living, the musicians of the HSO 
not only work for the HSO; they also teach our island children.  Without the HSO to 
anchor excellent musicians in our state, many of them would leave our community, find 
another orchestra, and leave a hole in our economy (teaching dollars are spent right back 
into our state economy.)  Consistent funding for our HSO will help maintain a viable, 
stable cadre of teachers in our islands, and will allow an expansion of the HSO"s 
educational programs, fostering creativity and discipline in our youth, while supporting 
education statewide.!

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to voice my support.  I humbly and strongly urge you to 
designate the HSO as the "State of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra”, and to support annual state 
funding for the HSO to continue these vital services.!

Mahalo nui,!

Jon Magnussen!
Resident of ‘Aiea



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 8:53:19 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle K. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

I strongly support passing this bill because recognizing the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra will 

show that we prioritize the arts in the state and give the public another outlet from the daily 

stressors of life. The HSO is a joy and gem in our community that we must value and share with 

future generations. Everyone who has a chance to witness HSO perform is experiencing magic in 

real life. HSO deserve state support NOW. Thank you for your time and kind consideration. 

 

Mahalo, 

Michelle 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:02:27 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Courtney Chun Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:12:00 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shadia Habbal Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HSO, the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is a unique symphony, not only across the US, but 

worldwide. As a resident of Honolulu , and a subscriber since 2005, I can attest to having lived 

in different parts of the world, and listened to world-class orchestras, such as the Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Berlin Philharmony. HSO is not 

only in that league, but it offers far more to the community than any of these symphonies. It is an 

incredible and superior asset to Hawaii, offering all ages, most importantly, the younger 

generation, unique experiences in the appreciation of music from across the centuries. They also 

make a concerted effort to promote local composers. Furthermore, they reach out to communities 

across the Pacific. The performances are rivetting and first rate. I have never enjoyed 

performances as much as from HSO. I most strongly support the designation of the Hawaii 

Symphony Orchestra as the official state symphony. Such a designation will help ensure that 

world-class symphonic music continues to serve our community and our keiki for generations to 

come. We are extremely privileged to have such a symphony in our state. 

 



https://www.myhso.org/


HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:23:14 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sandy Chen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Sandy Chen, a supporter of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.  I strongly support and 

respectfully urge the committee to pass and advance House Bill 1860.  I believe HSO plays an 

important role in the community.   

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:26:59 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alma M. Nagao Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am humbly asking for your support of HB1860 designating the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as 

the State Orchestra of Hawaii. I realize that at this time of economic uncertainty there are many 

needs. 

Our community needs the Symphony Orchestra which has provided family concerts, brought in 

famous musicians, introduced the students to playing with the Symphony and endless other 

avenues. 

Our grandson was among the many inspired by the Symphony. He received a Bachelor's and 

Master's degree in violin performance. Today he not only plays with the Symphony but teaches 

orchestra in the classroom. 

Please support HB1860 and have Hawaii be the first to have the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra 

designated as the State Orchestra and have it recognized for the contributions to Music and the 

Arts and inspiring our students to love and preserve the art of music for years to come. 

Thank you! 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:27:55 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Wilhelm Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

RE:HB1860 

Hawaii deserves an official state symphony orchestra and it should be the current Hawaii 

Symphony.  Dane Lam has done a magnificent job as the conductor and music director of the 

Symphony and attendance at concerts has soared.  We frequently bring mainland visitors to 

concerts and they are impressed with the quality of the programs and the musicianship. 

Unfortunately, ticket sales do not cover all the costs of the orchestra and donations from patrons 

(like myself) cover most of the deficit.  Fund raising will be easier if the HSO has the official 

designation it deserves and the recognition will further enhance HSO's reputation. 

Please support HB1860. 

REWilhelm-1001 Queen Street, #1700, Honolulu 96814 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:28:05 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ana Trovinger Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I wholeheartedly support the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra in their mission to deliver exceptional 

symphonic music to our community and to our keiki. Their programs create invaluable 

opportunities for family engagement, and I believe it's essential to sustain this cultural treasure 

for future generations. We must ensure that the magic of live symphonic performances continues 

to inspire and connect us all. 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:41:00 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

George I. Nagao Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We are avid supporters of our Hawaii Symphony Orchestra and all of its educational programs, 

outreach initiatives and support of our professional musicians who have worked multiple 

positions in support of music in our community. 

So far much of the support has come from the private sector. Permanently making the Hawaii 

Symphony Orchestra our state orchestra will insure continued music excellence and Hawaii's 

reputation for artistic support.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 9:45:32 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christopher Conybeare Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 

Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra is a cultural treasure. Its outstanding musicians provide mazing 

general audience concerts as well as education fior students and children. HSO also brings world 

class musicians such as Yo Yo Ma to Hawai'i for special events. In addition to classical music 

HSO features a variety of popular music concerts for all! For these reasons HSO deserves the 

designation as our official state orchestra! Please support this legislation! Mahalo, Chris 

Conybeare  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:13:33 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maria Liu Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, sir/ma'am, 

I am writing in support of designating Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the official State 

Symphony of Hawai'i, not only because they bring me personal joy with their music, but because 

I believe all people should have the opportunity to enjoy live music. 

Music is the language of the soul. If we lose this language, we risk losing much of what makes 

us who we are. HSO doesn't just perform 1 type of music, they cover the spectrum from classical 

to present day, including movie scores. This allows them to appeal to all audiences, feeding their 

souls. 

HSO employs a diverse group of professional musicians who are passionate about their craft and 

about sharing it with the people of Hawai'i. We must protect these prized individuals and the 

beautiful music they make and share with us all. I encourage you to bestow the designation of 

State Symphony upon HSO and allow these amazingly talented men & women to continue to 

feed the souls of our beloved state. 

Respectfully,  

Maria Liu 

Makiki 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:20:11 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

karen ley Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass ithis bill into law to honor this Hawaii cultural treasure. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:32:38 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edwina Jo Snow Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am a season ticket holder for the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.  It's a miracle that we have a 

symphony on the remote island of Oahu.  The musicians are world class and could perform 

anywhere.  They sacrifice to stay here with the high cost of living.  They bring joy to 

listeners.  They give lessons to our children.  They accompany the opera and other 

performances.  Please support the symphony.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:41:29 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kolleen Roessig Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Kolleen, a supporter of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra. I strongly support, and 

respectfully urge the Committee to pass and advance HB1860. I believe that any form of art 

plays an important role in anyone's life. Your support of this measure will help to serve the 

community equitably across our islands. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong 

support of HB1860. 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:44:43 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John McLennan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hi,  I attend the HSO concerts often and feel they are a necessary fabric of the greater 

community.  It should definitely be designated as the official state symphony! 

  

Thanks, 

John 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 11:45:36 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charlie Field Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly SUPPORT HB1860 to designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the official state 

symphony, helping to ensure that world-class symphonic music continues to serve our 

community and our keiki for generations to come. An investment in the arts builds a strong 

community, and continuing to support HSO grows that community even more.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 12:45:35 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Nakagawa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill is important to me because the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra provides an invaluable 

gift to the state of Hawaii.  The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra serves our community with world-

class music.  The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra should be designated as the official state 

symphony. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 1:00:21 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chad Nakagawa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 2:48:04 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen A Valasek Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of HB1860 companion to SB2603. 

As a retired music Teacher I saw everyday the importance that music is to the health and well 

being of our community.  Having our Sympony designated as our official State Sympony would 

help to  ensure that world-class symphonic music continues to serve our community and our 

keiki for generations to come. 

Thank you! 

Karen Valasek 

 



I am submitting testimony in support of HB1860 with the outcome of designating the
Hawai#i Symphony Orchestra (HSO) as the official Hawaii state symphony.

HSO provides so much more than in-theater concert experiences.  The symphony and
the HSO musicians are active in serving Hawaii through various musical events
(including “free” concerts) as well as outreach efforts to schools, other organizations,
and the greater Hawaii community. This is well-known.

My support of the HSO is personal as it is with so many who enjoy and appreciate
music and realize that personal health is improved by music.  While the type of music
each person enjoys and relates to is personal, the HSO understands the need f or
variety, for encouraging young musicians, hosting artists from around the world, and for
meeting the community outside of theater events.  This beyond-the-concert-hall energy
and focus tells me, in my heart of hearts, that the HSO is truly a symphony worthy of
being recognized in its fullest capacity and is worthy of being designated, officially, as
the State of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.

Mahalo nui. 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 3:43:46 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcia Kemble Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Greetings Committee Members, 

Please support HB1860. This recognition would help ensure that world-class symphonic music 

continues to thrive in our islands, enriching our community for generations to come. It will be 

particularly helpful for those who live on neighbor islands. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Marcia Kemble 

Makiki 
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Submitted on: 2/4/2026 4:34:37 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Monk Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Besides the undoubted pleasure and cultural enrichment it provides to those who attend its 

concerts, the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra serves as an invaluable community resource, both as 

an institution offering free or inexpensive programs in the community, and as the base of support 

for the highly skilled musicians who individually instruct the state's keiki who are learning to 

play their instruments.  The HSO attracts artists of international caliber to perform in Hawaii 

who would not otherwise be seen here.  Designation for official support by the State of Hawaii 

would help to ensure the stability of this precious jewel.  

 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 5:48:07 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elaine Lemons Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass this bill in support of the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra. 

I learned to appreciate many forms of music and develop a multitude of valuable listening, 

public, & performance skills due to growing up with a vibrant symphony that provided 

opportunities to hear, learn how to listen, engage with professional musicians, and be creatively 

& professionally inspired for any endeavor or occupation. This orchestra is exceptional, hard-

working, engaging, and provides many of the same opportunities to keiki and adults alike. They 

are a treasure to be supported. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 6:59:38 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lucy Goodell Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1860 and its companion SB2603 to designate Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra as the 

official state symphony, helping to perpetuate its important role in allowing access to diverse 

forms of music. The islands are greatly enriched by music these musicians provide and these 

bills will help ensure those benefits for future generations. 

Lucy Goodell 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/4/2026 10:21:03 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elaina Malm Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is a treasure for our state and deserves full recognition and 

support.  It is not only a legacy, having served our community for over 100 years,, but a pathway 

for future musicians and music lovers.  It provides something for everyone.  Our Symphony 

supports local Hawaii musicians through its Hapa series, schools through education programs 

and youth symphony concerts, movie scores, pop concerts and of course incredibly beautiful 

classical music.  The HSO also brings international guest musicians to share their talents with 

Hawaii audiences.  Our own HSO is truly one of the things that make Hawaii so special.  

Please support HB1860 and its companion bill SB2603 

Mahalo Piha, Elaina Malm 

 







 





HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/5/2026 6:50:54 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bonnie Heung Norman  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The HSO and its musicians have a massive cultural impact on our community. As a public 

school student that grew up in Kalihi, the education and value that the musicians fostered in me 

led me to a career around the world I could've only imagined. I've now toured internationally in 

Austria, Japan, Germany and also helped design violin strings for an international business in 

NYC. Those however, are still not the important takeaways. In the end, it was the character 

building, creativity, and grit that the HSO paved a consistent environment for that I could benefit 

from as a keiki. All keiki deserve this opportunity and that starts with funding our local arts. 

Thank you. 

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/5/2026 7:56:42 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Soo Sun Choe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra deserves recognition as Hawai'i's state orchestra. Music of all 

kinds plays such an important part in people's lives. All of my children have benefitted from 

learning to play music, irregardless of talent. It is important to train the ear and mind, and 

express from the heart. In an age of distractions and inattention we need activities that bring us 

focus, community and joy.  

 



HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/5/2026 8:13:07 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jan Bigalke Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HSO is an integral part of our state culture as it engages with citizens in schools and public 

places and incorporates Hawaiian culture into the classical music repertoire by playing music 

written by local composers and inviting Hawaiian musicians to perform with the symphony.  I 

want state tax money to support this important state institution. 

Thank you! 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/5/2026 9:03:08 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lee Putnam Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Our community is unusually fortunate to have a symphony of very high quality.  Music of every 

kind enriches our lives.  The symphony has an active outreach and education program so that 

everyone can benefit from exposure to this enduring and evolving art form.  I strongly support 

this bill. 

 







HB-1860 

Submitted on: 2/5/2026 9:30:15 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dean Taba Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass this bill. It is so important for our community! 
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Submitted on: 2/5/2026 12:44:52 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/6/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Matayoshi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Providing access to the arts is an important necessity in any community. By passing HB1860 and 

making Hawai'i Symphony a state orchestra, this would allow the organization to continue 

providing classical music to the residents of Hawai'i. Not only is it vital for the listeners and 

audience, but it creates jobs for people, which in turn helps the fabric of the local economy. The 

musicians employed by this symphony are of the highest caliber and have dedicated their entire 

lives toward honing their craft. The members of the administrative staff are incredible and 

making this entity a state-supported group would only strengthen and further reinforce the 

cultural richness of the islands. 
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