


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Sharon Moriwaki, Vice Chair 
Committee on Ways and Means  
 
RE: HB 1860 HD2 SD1 - Relating to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra – In Support 

Monday, April 6, 2026; 10:32 AM 
Conference room 211 

 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and members of the committee: 
 
As a Board of Director of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) and on-behalf 
of Servco Pacific, Inc., I am writing in strong support of HB 1860 HD2 SD1, which 
designates the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra. The bill also requires annual reports to the Legislature and exempts 
state funds received by the HSO from chapter 42F, HRS. 
 
Founded in 1900, the HSO has become an integral part of our community, not 
only by hosting diverse concerts and programs featuring international 
performing artists but also by promoting local talent within Hawaii through its 
outreach and educational opportunities such as the Hapa Concert Series and 
No Hoku Opio youth competition. HSO also provides free concerts in parks, 
public spaces, and live streams to ensure access to all of Hawaii’s residents. 
 
By designating Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the “State of Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra,” HB 1860 HD2 SD1 will enable HSO to obtain state funds and continue 
to deliver accessible and meaningful programs that benefits Hawaii’s families, 
students, and communities. 
 
We respectfully urge the Committee to pass HB 1860 HD2 SD1. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure. 
 
Peter Dames 
President & CEO 
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HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/1/2026 5:36:44 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcia Kemble Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Greetings Committee Members, 
 
I am writing in strong support of HB1860 HD2 SD1. This recognition would help ensure that 
world-class symphonic music continues to thrive in our islands, enriching our community for 
generations to come. It will be particularly helpful for those who live on neighbor islands. 
 
Mahalo for your consideration. 
Marcia Kemble 
Makiki 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 10:43:25 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ball Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this legislation. 

David Ball 

Waialae-Kahala 

 









HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 12:52:30 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wayne Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra! 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 12:55:00 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brenner Danielson  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the committee, 

I oppose this measure. While the appropriation has been removed from this draft, the bill still 
creates a clear pipeline for future taxpayer funding of a private nonprofit with reduced 
accountability. The official "State of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra" designation exists, by the 
bill's own language, to allow the orchestra to regularly obtain state funds. Combined with the 
exemption from Chapter 42F, the state's standard grant-in-aid framework that requires 
accountability, anti-lobbying provisions, and audit access for all other nonprofits receiving state 
money, this bill builds a privileged funding channel that bypasses the safeguards every other 
organization must follow. 

The symphony's board chair, Paul Kosasa, president and CEO of ABC Stores, is a man of 
considerable financial means who has previously stepped in to preserve the orchestra, including 
purchasing its entire asset library at auction through his family foundation after the Honolulu 
Symphony's 2010 bankruptcy. The symphony is not without private benefactors capable of 
sustaining it. 

Many Hawaii taxpayers, especially low-income taxpayers who are threatened by the potential 
repeal of the Act 46 tax cuts, will never attend a symphony performance. It is not appropriate to 
build a framework that makes it easier to direct their tax dollars toward what is evidently a 
personal passion of some of the state's most affluent residents, individuals who are more than 
capable of funding it themselves. 

I respectfully urge the committee to defer this measure. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 1:00:32 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

carole richelieu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

support 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 1:13:46 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sara Barnes Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The Honolulu Symphony Orchestra needs your support.  We are so glad to have the symphony 
back in our lives and want to do all we can to support it.  It is amazing to sit in the audience in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean and hear such outstanding music.  Thank you for your support, 
Sara 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 1:15:19 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gary Mak Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1860. 
Economic diversification in Hawaii will require, as put by Richard L. Florida, creating a creative 
city/state that will attract the creative class.  The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra is not only a 
beacon for the arts within our state, but also acts as a brand ambassador outside the state, 
signalling our innovative creativity. 

 





mailto:cabc.consulting@gmail.com


HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 2:11:27 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erik Anderson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill.  We all need to support the arts, now more than ever given the current 
state of our world.  Mahalo 

 









HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 2:36:41 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carol Hirai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HSO is a benefit to the state.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 2:45:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camilla Albert Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly spport this HB1860 H02 SD1 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 2:49:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rita Starz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a frequent visitor to Hawaii, I love attending the Symphony Orchestra when I can. It is 
refreshing to hear the universal language of music and its traditions continuing despite the chaos 
in our world. It unites us while the world tries to divide. Please continue to support this orchestra 
to ensure it continues to lead us to a future filled with aloha.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 3:05:20 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Penelope Hazzard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support our first class symphony becoming Hawaii State Orchestra. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 3:14:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret ANN Renick Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill! We have a world class symphony and it needs our support! 

Mahalo! 

 







HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 4:28:40 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joseph A. Bobich Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 5:27:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mariann Tesauro Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of HB1860. 

Mariann Tesauro 

 







 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2026 6:46:34 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jean tsou tsukamoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is currently led by an outstanding Music Director, Dane Lam.  His 
ability to engage the audience and share his passion for music has inspired the orchestra 
musicians to remain in Hawaii. 

Despite much lower annual salary because of the shorter season, in addition to the high cost of 
living, so many musicians choose to remain in Hawaii as they are committed to continue to bring 
orchestral music to the community. 

Not only do the musicians remain in the islands to enable our community to enjoy beautiful 
music year round, they also are so vital to mentoring so many youth who take private lessons 
with them.  Many of these youth are part of the Hawaii Youth Symphony.  As they reach the 
highest level orchestras, they are required to take music lessons.  Without a professional 
orchestra here, there will be a void that cannot be filled. 

Like most mainland orchestras, Hawaii Symphony Orchestra simply cannot sustain itself through 
ticket sales and donations alone.  Without the State's commitment to support HSO, it is not a 
sustainable business model.  HSO and its very dedicated and talented musicians deserve the 
State's support.  

 













HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 4:35:00 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mona Bomgaars Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this. The Symphony not only performs high quality and an international variety of 
concerts. It extends educational activities within the school system in addition to the individual 
work and life of each musician in the community enriching all of us. The state should support 
our symphony monetarily.. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 7:05:28 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Connie Conover Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in support of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra becoming the Hawaii State 
Symphony Orchestra. 

  

Connie Conover 

Honolulu 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 8:07:20 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

H. Mitchell D'Olier Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1860,HD 2,SD1. The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is an important cultural 
institution for our State. It provides essential support for other organizations such as the Ballet, 
the Opera and the Hawaii Youth Symphony. It is a wonderful source of music teachers for our 
community. One of my sons and a granddaughter received important, high quality instruction 
from a Symphony musician. Please support HB 1860,HD2,SD1. 

Thank you, 

Mitch D'Oliet 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 9:48:11 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deborah Wallace Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please make our Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, the state Symphony.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 10:38:29 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alma M. Nagao Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The Hawaii Symphony plays such a vital role in our community and with the designation of it 
being the State Symphony it will continue to provide many opportunities in enriching the lives of 
all for many generations to come.  

Some symphonies may have lost the support but let's let Hawaii set an example of designating 
the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as THE State Orchestra and show that Hawaii realizes the 
importance of Arts in our State and Hawaii's commitment to the arts.  

Please support this bill. Thank you very much1 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 11:24:07 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith Cucco Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please designate the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra as the official State Symphony of Hawai'i . 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 1:09:54 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Luanna H Meyer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly in favor of our State supporting the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra. We are 
privileged to have an orchestra of such high quality in our small state, and what is especially 
pleasing is how the performances reflect the various cultural and musical traditions and 
contributions valued locally, nationally, and internationally.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 1:31:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William J M. Evans Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra  is one of the true treasures of Hawai'i. With its charismatic 
new conductor Dane Lam, there has been a serious effort to link classical orchestral music to the 
rich musical heritage of the islands. There is a wonderful display of talent among the skilled 
musicians who make up the orchestra. They work for love but do need financial support like any 
other vital organization which enriches our community. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 2:31:08 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin Takata Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the Honolulu Symphony to be the official symphony for Hawaii.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 3:24:36 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lucy Xie Testifying for Board 
member of HSO Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Lucy Xie, one of the Board of Directors of the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra. I write 
in strong support of HB1860 HD2 SD1, which would designate the Hawai'i Symphony 
Orchestra as the "State of Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra".   

The Hawai i Symphony Orchestra serves communities statewide through performances, arts 
education, and outreach that strengthen Hawai'i's quality of life and cultural foundation for 
residents and visitors. 

Supporting institutions like the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra helps inspire creativity, strengthen 
arts education, and enhance Hawai 'i's cultural offerings.  We respectfully ask the Legislature and 
your Committee to continue to consider reliable operating support for the Symphony through the 
appropriate budget and grants processes.  Stable support helps sustain core operations, 
educational outreach, and community programs, paired with the accountability measures in the 
bill, including annual reporting and the ability for fiscal review of state funds. 

HB 1860 HD2 SD1 reflects the Legislature's commitment to preserving and promoting the arts in 
our State. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony and for your consideration. I 
respectfully urge your support. 

Lucy Xie 

Board member of HSO 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 3:45:34 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edwina Jo Snow Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii is so lucky to have a First Rate Symphony, here in the middle of the Pacific Ocean!  It is 
wonderful entertainment.  The musicians teach our children.  The musicians sacrifice to live here 
with low pay and a high cost of living.  We must make sure the Sympyony continues.  Please 
pass this bill. 
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HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 6:50:28 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jill White Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My adult son with autism lives for concerts & the symphony is his favorite! Please protect access 
to the arts for all of Hawaii's ohana. Mahalo! 

 











HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 8:19:00 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOANNE PARKER Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill 

Mahalo 

 







HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 9:09:29 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Jodoi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a resident of East Honolulu and I strongly support HSO to be designated as the official 
orchestra. In the 1980s and 1990s I participated on HSO for 13 years and it really helped develop 
me as a violinist and a member of an orchestra. I have 2 young sons that I plan on having join 
this great HSO program. Thank you.  

 









HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 9:39:38 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian H Shimabukuro Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,                                                                                                       My name is Brian 
Shimabukuro and I am in favor of HB 1860 to designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the 
Hawaii State Symphony Orchestra. In support of and to emphasize the value of the arts in our 
community, designating the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, which is the only professional 
Symphony Orchestra in our state is fitting to do. They truly desrve our support and assitance to 
be able to provide their beautiful music to our residence and visitors.                         Mahalo. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 9:49:37 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steve Flanter Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to testify in support of HB 1860. 

As a viola player in the Hawaii Symphony, it has been, and continues to be, a honor to be part of 
an organization that provides concerts to the people of Hawaii, including keiki and ohana. Our 
recent collaboration with Manoa Valley Theatre and innovative programming, including a 
Shakespeare Festival last month and this month's premiere of Hawaii composer Michael-Thomas 
Foumai's symphony called "Raise Hawaiki", show how HSO is reaching out in new and creative 
ways. The passage of this bill would help to keep the HSO serving the people of Hawaii for a 
long time to come. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/4/2026 10:57:09 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abe Lagrimas, Jr. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Abe Lagrimas, Jr., professional musician and music educator. I am a Honolulu 
(96826) resident, and I am in support of this bill. I believe that the HSO is an  extremely 
important and vital organization for our community. Their performances are a place where 
everyone can come together to experience artistic expression and learn about the arts. Their 
collaborations with local artists in their regular programming promote  Hawaiian culture through 
mele, something that's truly unique from any other orchestra in the world. I am in support of the 
HSO becoming the official orchestra of the State of Hawaii. Mahalo! 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 2:21:17 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Chiwa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Senator Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Senator Moriwaki and Members of the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Please support HB 1860 HD 2 SD 1 which would designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra 
(HSO) as the State of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.  Doing so would, I think, increase 
opportunities for the wonderful musicians of HSO to reach more people in the State with its 
uplifting, enriching, healing music.  

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa  

Makiki and life long resident of Oahu  

  

 







https://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/pso_home/press-room/press-releases/2023-2024/pittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-releases-findings-from-economic-impact-study
https://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/pso_home/press-room/press-releases/2023-2024/pittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-releases-findings-from-economic-impact-study




HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 4:16:44 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andy Abel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In our age of distraction and misinformation, the arts and classical music are needed more than 
ever to soothe, find truth, and rebuild bonds between citizens. The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra 
is unique among its peers. I have never seen an orchestra so consiously and successfully 
synthesize  Hawaiian culture and heritage with classical music. 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 5:45:10 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Louis DeMartino Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support making the Hawaii Symphony the state orchestra of Hawaii.  Please approve 
this measure and support the Arts in Hawaii!   

 









HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 8:13:04 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zane Mallett Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

I am writing to express my strong support of HB1860. As a member of the Hawaii Symphony 
Orchestra, I see the impact we have on the community and culture of Oahu at every concert. As 
one of the oldest orchestras in the US, we are an invaluable longstanding institution that deserves 
to be supported and acknowledged at the state level.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Zane Mallett 

 













HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 9:53:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy Shoop-Wu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I am a violinist in the Hawaii Symphony and have taught several generations of violin 
students across Oahu for decades. I would not be here without the symphony. I now play side by 
side with some of my own students who have themselves become professional musicians. Other 
students are concertmaster of the UH orchestra or Hawaii Youth Symphony. The HSO also 
brings many wonderful classical, Hawaiian and pops performers and concerts to Hawaii that 
otherwise wouldn't be here. Even the nighbor islands benefit because as individuals we travel to 
the other islands to provide music. And if we had the budget for it the whole orchestra could 
travel to the other islands and serve them as well as we did in the past.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 9:53:58 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alejandro Ramos o Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in full support of this bill. 

The symphony provides invaluable asset to the entire community of Hawaii and also provides 
valuable exposure to young ones students and senior citizens as well to the world of classical 
music and popular music music as well 

I've been to a few of the performances and let me tell you it's great 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 10:30:46 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jonathan Flaksman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a musician employed by the Hawai'i Symphony and play the cello. I love how the Hawai'i 
Symphony strengthens the feeling of community here. 

I support this bill. 

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 10:44:44 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ginny tiu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Committee members, 

Thank you so much for your consideration to support HB 1860, HD2 SD1. The Hawaii 
Symphony Orchestra (HSO) is such a vital part of our state, not only uplifting us and bringing us 
joy from the stage, but educating and inspiring our next generation in schools and homes. Music 
makes such a positive impact in one's life and the life of our community.  

As a professional musician,  I have performed with other symphony orchestras and I can 
honestly say that our HSO is truly world class. It is the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra we can be 
so proud to call it our own. 
  

Thank you so much for your kind consideration to support this.  

With aloha, 

Ginny Tiu 

 





HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 11:01:10 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janice Kim Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairperson and Committee members. 
  

Thank you for making it easy to share these thoughts with you. 

I write in support of designating the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State symphony. 

  

About me: I was raised in Kaimuki, attended Star of the Sea Schools from kindergarten and 
graduated from SOS high school. I attended the UH Manoa and later Georgetown Law. I 
practiced in Kaimuki for over 41 years and recently retired in 2024. Finally, after a long and 
demanding career, I can enjoy some of the things that years of hard work made difficult. I 
understand the idea that there are many needs in our community and I supported our state over 
decades with my tax dollars and in business. I just hope that in my senior years, I might not be 
overlooked. I volunteer as a greeter at the Blaisdell and I see all ages come to enjoy a moment of 
respite and enrichment. This symphony organization and its maestro amaze me. I learn about 
composers and history every time I hear the conductor turn to the audience to share his 
knowledge and the composers art. Maestro Lam brings the music to life and makes it more than 
just notes in the ear. 
  

I'm asking that I not be overlooked. I'm asking that this state, with all its needs, set aside 
something for people that might feed the soul, allow seniors and all people to commune toward a 
little more than subsistence. In these twilight years, my evolution continues. I yearn for 
community beyond just earning a living. I know how hard it is to give value to those wishes but 
more and more of us navigate this passage after years of sacrifice and support of our State. Could 
you please see beyond the subsistence and recognize that this symphony organizations value 
dwells in realms beyond just its financial contributions to our society and its needs. Thank you.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 11:30:24 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nelly Kovalev Testifying for Hawaii 
Symphony Orchestra  Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an HSO musician and I support this bill. This is a chance to preserve a local treasure that is 
very unique to our islands and to provide a platform for future Hawaii musicians and artists to 
come.  

 



HB-1860-SD-1 
Submitted on: 4/5/2026 11:48:05 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 4/6/2026 10:32:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Ellen Williams Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Having a strong symphony orchestra in Hawaii promotes a vibrant culture and an environment 
that promotes music education for keiki. Music is essential to life. 
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