












TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 1857, RELATING TO HEALTH CARE. 
 
BEFORE THE:  
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
 
DATE: Friday, February 6, 2026 TIME:  9:00 a.m.. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 329. 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or. 
Blair Goto, Deputy Attorney General. 

 
 
Chair Takayama and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments. 

The purposes of the bill are to:  (1) establish a broad definition of "qualified health 

care provider"; (2) clarify and standardize Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) references to 

specific health care providers; (3) make numerous clarifying and conforming 

amendments throughout the HRS; (4) repeal the Hawaii health corps; and (5) remove 

barriers to scope of practice and expand access to health care.  

As currently worded, the definition of "qualified health care provider" may be too 

restrictive.  Section 2 on pages 3-4 adds the definition to chapter 325, HRS, to read:  

For purposes of this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, "qualified 
health care provider" means any person with a current, active license or 
certification issued under title 19 or title 25 whose scope of practice, as defined 
by any applicable law and rules adopted thereunder, authorizes the person to 
provide the health care services described in this chapter. 
 
(Emphases added).  Among others, chapter 325, HRS, deals with the subjects of 

reporting of infectious and communicable diseases, quarantine, immunization, 

immunization registry, syphilis, tuberculosis, hepatitis, human immunodeficiency virus, 

and needle exchange.  Limiting health care services to those "described in this chapter," 

would appear unduly to limit the scope of the health care services the qualified health 

care providers may render to the subjects of chapter 325, HRS.  Accordingly, we 

recommend the following wording on page 4, lines 1-7: 
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"§325-     Definitions.  For the purposes of this chapter, unless the 
context otherwise requires, "qualified health care provider" means any person 
with a current, active license or certification issued under title 19 or title 25 whose 
scope of practice, as defined by any applicable law and rules adopted 
thereunder, authorizes the person to provide [the] health care services [described 
in this chapter]." 

 
If the bill is to pass, we respectfully ask the Committees to make the 

recommended amendments. 
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warehouses, including manufacturers' and distributors' 1 

warehouses, chain drug warehouses, and wholesale drug 2 

warehouses; independent wholesale drug traders; prescription 3 

drug repackagers; physicians; dentists; veterinarians; 4 

[other] practitioners; birth control and other clinics; 5 

individuals; hospitals; nursing homes and their providers; 6 

health maintenance organizations and other health care 7 

providers; and retail and hospital pharmacies that conduct 8 

wholesale distributions.  9 

"Practitioner" means an individual licensed by the State or 10 

authorized by the laws of the State to prescribe prescription 11 

drugs within the scope of the person's practice." 12 

 13 
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Finally, the Board emphasizes the importance of clear implementation, 
interagency coordination, and ongoing board oversight to maintain statutory clarity, 
professional accountability, and public protection. As standardized terminology is 
applied across multiple statutes, coordination with licensing boards will be critical to 
ensure that regulatory intent aligns with existing practice acts. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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HB-1857 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 3:01:31 PM 

Testimony for HLT on 2/6/2026 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Annette Manant 

Hawaii Affiliate of the 

American College of 

Nurse Midwives 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaii Affiliate of the American College of Nurse Midwives (HAA) support HB1857. 

Annette Manant, PhD, APRN, CNM, (Ret). President HAS 

 





 

Dr. Alicia Plemmons,   Assistant Professor of General Business 

                                       Directory, Knee Regulatory Research Center 

                                       West Virginia University, Alicia.Plemmons@mail.wvu.edu  

 

 

February 4th, 2026 

Committee on Health 

Committee on Human Services and Homelessness 

 

 

Dear Chair Takayama, Chair Marten, Vice Chair Loy, Vice Chair Olds and all distinguished members of 

the Committees:  

 

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on HB 1857, the cleanup of inconsistent language in the 

regulatory code. My name is Alicia Plemmons, PhD, and I am the Director of the Knee Regulatory 

Research Center at West Virginia University. This comment is not submitted on behalf of any party or 

interest group.  

 

My team reads tens of thousands of pages of regulatory code every year to build comprehensive databases 

of the rules and regulations governing healthcare professionals. I commend Hawaii for this massive 

undertaking in cleaning up, streamlining, and allowing for future flexibility in provider designations.  

 

Working with all 50 states, the most common reason a healthcare workforce bill does not meet its 

intended goals is due to misalignment with the definitions provided in the description of healthcare 

services, boards, or departments. Updates such as these are critical to ensure future legislative action can 

be implemented as intended by our elected officials.  

 

This bill should not be considered contentious or partisan. It is good practice.  

 

Best regards, 
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February 5, 2026 
 

Testimony of Margaret Deus 
 

Presented Before the House Committee on Health 
Friday, February 6, 2026, at 09:00 a.m. in Conference Room 229 

 
 
 
RE: HB 1857 – Relating to Health Care – Supports the Intent, Requests an 
Amendment 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the 
committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding proposed language that 
revises the definition of “anesthetist.” I am a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
practicing in the state of Hawaii. While I fully support the intent of HB 1857, I 
respectfully request amendment of specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, in 
agreement with separately submitted testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center 
for Nursing, as follows: 
 

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice 
registered nurse licensed pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national 
certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist and who performs 
anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed physician]." 

 

My extensive anesthesia specific curriculum and doctorally prepared training reflects 
the verbiage I am proposing. This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality 
anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
Respectfully, 
Margaret Deus 
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
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Recommended amendments in yellow highlight:  

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

Section 182, Page 186, lines 3-7, and Page 287, lines 8 and 13-14 

 (b)  A health intervention is medically necessary if it is recommended by the physician, treating 

advanced practice registered nurse, treating physician assistant, or other treating licensed health 

care provider, is approved by the health plan's medical director [or], physician designee, 

advanced practice registered nurse designee, or physician assistant designee, and is: 

     (1)  For the purpose of treating a medical condition; 

     (2)  The most appropriate delivery or level of service, considering potential benefits and 

harms to the patient; 

     (3)  Known to be effective in improving health outcomes; provided that: 

          (A)  Effectiveness is determined first by scientific evidence; 

          (B)  If no scientific evidence exists, then by professional standards of care; and 

          (C)  If no professional standards of care exist or if they exist but are outdated or 

contradictory, then by expert opinion; and 

     (4)  Cost-effective for the medical condition being treated compared to alternative health 

interventions, including no intervention.  For purposes of this paragraph, cost-effective shall not 

necessarily mean the lowest price. 

(c)  When the treating licensed health care provider and the health plan's medical director [or], 

physician designee, advanced practice registered nurse designee or physician assistant 

designee  do not agree on whether a health intervention is medically necessary, a reviewing 

body, whether internal to the plan or external, shall give consideration to, but shall not be bound 

by, the recommendations of the treating licensed health care provider and the health plan's 

medical director [or], physician designee[.], advanced practice registered nurse designee or 

physician assistant designee. 
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House Committee on Health 
Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
February 5, 2026  
RE: Support for House Bill 1857 
  
Dear Chairman Takayama and House Committee on Health,  
  
The American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) is the largest professional 
membership association organization for nurse practitioners and represents the interests of our 
members in Hawaii and the more than 461,000 nurse practitioners (NPs) in the United States. 
AANP appreciates the opportunity to submit comment in support of House Bill 1857.  
 
This legislation aims to improve the efficiency of the Hawaii health care system and better use 
the state’s existing health care workforce. House Bill 1857 addresses outdated references to 
multiple healthcare providers across Hawaii’s state law by adopting provider neutral and 
provider inclusive terminology to refer to health care providers. This bill would clarify and 
standardize references to specific health care providers across over 200 statutes.   
 
Full Practice Authority is the authorization of nurse practitioners to evaluate patients, 
diagnose, order and interpret diagnostic tests and initiate and manage treatments — including 
prescribing medications — under the exclusive licensure authority of the state board of 
nursing. Hawaii adopted full practice authority legislation in 2009. We appreciate the 
legislature’s continued efforts to align state law with the expertise that exists in Hawaii’s health 
care workforce. AANP supports this effort to modernize Hawaii statute, so patients can continue 
to benefit from direct access to nurse practitioner care.   
 
On behalf of our Hawaii members and the patients they serve, AANP supports House Bill 
1857 as introduced and recommends that the committee move it forward. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Tay Kopanos   
Vice President AANP State Government Affairs  

The Voice of the Nurse Practitioner ® 
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Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB1857 with amendments. 
 
I am Miki Miura, a family nurse practitioner with 18 years of nursing experience, and I strongly support 
HB1857 with recommendations for amendments. As the healthcare landscape evolves to meet national 
and community needs, new healthcare professionals may appear to fill those needs. This bill will save 
time and resources by preventing the need to repeatedly review and amend the Hawaii Revised Statutes 
whenever a new healthcare profession is introduced or the scope of practice for healthcare professionals 
changes. Importantly, this does not alter the scope of practice for any healthcare professionals; instead, it 
modernizes these laws so our community can better utilize our already limited healthcare resources and 
avoid the cumbersome process of continuously revising the same laws. 
 
I ask for your favorable consideration of this measure with amendments that were suggested by the 
Hawaii State Center for Nursing as below.  
 
Recommended amendments in yellow highlight:  

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 
pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed physician]." 

 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 
Miki Miura, DNP, APRN, FNP-C 
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michael santantonio Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy and members of the committee. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding proposed language that revises the 

definition of "anesthetist."  I am a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist who practiced in the 

state of Hawaii for over 36 years.  While I fully support the intent of SB 2491.  I respectfully 

request amendment of specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, in agreement with separately 

submitted testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center for Nursing, as follows: 

Section 156, page 220, lines 1-5 

"Anesthetist" means [registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]. 

This will provide title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of 

Hawaii.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Michael Santantonio 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

 





Testimony of Nate Apatov, DNP, CRNA, LTC (Ret.)
RE: HB 1857 – Relating to Health Care – Supports Intent, Requests Amendment
I am a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist practicing in Hawai■i and a retired United States Army
Lieutenant Colonel with 30 years of anesthesia practice using the title “anesthetist.”
I support the intent of HB 1857 but request an amendment to preserve clarity and patient safety by
maintaining the definition of anesthetist as a CRNA.
Requested amendment: “Anesthetist means an advanced practice registered nurse licensed pursuant
to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist.”









This amendment provides title clarity and reflects current standards for CRNA licensure and 
national certification, while supporting safe, timely, and high-quality anesthesia care for the 
people of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Very respectfully, 

 

Geraldine Doronio, DNP, CRNA, APRN 

 





Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Lee Austin 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

  

 











Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Geebin Mak 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
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Wailua Brandman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill has been needed for many years.  It is important for consistency in enforcing the laws of 

the state.  Please pass out of committee as written.  Mahalo, Wailua Brandman APRN FAANP 

 





  

Respectfully, 

Melissa Hernandez  

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

  

 





Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of 

Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Chi Ming Au Yeung  

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

  

 





Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of 

Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Scott Dandurand 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

 







Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of 

Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Rita Lin 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

  

 





Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 

pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 

physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Joseph Zimmerman 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

  

  

 











      (A) Effectiveness is determined first by scientific evidence; 

      (B) If no scientific evidence exists, then by professional standards of care; and 

      (C) If no professional standards of care exist or if they exist but are outdated or contradictory, 

then by expert opinion; and 

           (4) Cost-effective for the medical condition being treated compared to alternative health 

interventions, including no intervention. For purposes of this paragraph, cost-effective shall not 

necessarily mean the lowest price. 

(c) When the treating licensed health care provider and the health plan's medical director [or], 

physician designee, advanced practice registered nurse designee or physician assistant designee 

do not agree on whether a health intervention is medically necessary, a reviewing body, whether 

internal to the plan or external, shall give consideration to, but shall not be bound by, the 

recommendations of the treating licensed health care provider and the health plan's medical 

director [or], physician designee[.], advanced practice registered nurse designee or physician 

assistant designee. 

  

  

 















 







I respectfully urge the Legislature to advance HB1857 while omitting this amendment, 

consistent with the testimony of Jennifer Bojanowski, Lila Aiyar and Michelle Takemoto.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Allison Wong, MS, CGC 

 



February 4, 2026

Testimony of Courtney Lin, CRNA
Presented Before the House Committee on Health

Friday, February 6, 2026, at 09:00 a.m. in Conference Room 229

RE: HB 1857 Ð Relating to Health Care Ð Supports the Intent, Requests an
Amendment

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding proposed language that 
revises the definition of Òanesthetist.Ó I am a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
practicing in the state of Hawaii. While I fully support the intent of SB 2491, I respectfully 
request amendment of specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, in agreement with 
separately submitted testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center for Nursing, as 
follows:

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist]!advanced practice 
registered nurse licensed pursuant to chapter 457!who maintains national 
certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist!and who performs 
anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed physician].Ó

For context, I have been a practicing CRNA for almost 20 years. Becoming and 
remaining a CRNA required years of graduate-level education, thousands of supervised 
clinical hours, national certification, and ongoing continuing education. Anesthesia is not 
a Òlearn-on-the-jobÓ profession. We manage patientsÕ breathing, heart function, and level 
of consciousness, often in high-acuity, time-sensitive situations where errors can have 
immediate and catastrophic consequences.! We are trained in caring for the entire body 
systems and how patientÕs preexisting health conditions influence the anesthetic.

From a laypersonÕs perspective, most patients would never want someone without the 
proper education, training, and certification responsible for their anesthesiaÑor that of 
their loved ones. They expect, and deserve, a highly trained professional who has 
demonstrated competence before administering powerful medications or managing a 
patientÕs airway. Clear statutory language recognizing this is essential to protecting 
public safety and maintaining trust in our healthcare system.

This language matters because ambiguous or overly broad definitions in this section 
could allow unqualified practitioners to deliver anesthesia care, ultimately putting 
patients at risk in our state. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Courtney Lin
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist





  

  

 



HB-1857 
Submitted on: 2/4/2026 8:10:05 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/6/2026 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joan Marie Forester Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the proposed language that revises 
the definition of 'anesthetist'. I am a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist practicing in the state 
of Hawaii since 1999. While I fully support the intent of HB 1857, I respectfully request an 
amendment of the specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, in agreement with submitted 
testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center for Nursing, as follows: 

Section 156, Page 220, line 1-5 ammended to: 

"anesthestist" means an advanced practice registered nurse anesthetist pursuant to chapter 457 
who maintains national board certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist and who 
performs anesthesia services. 

This provides clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Respectfully, 
Joan Forester CRNA 

  

 













Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 
physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Kurt Fujitani 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
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I respectfully urge the Legislature to advance HB1857 while omitting this amendment, consistent 
with the testimony of Jennifer Bojanowski, Lila Aiyar and Michelle Takemoto.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Madison Miura, MS, CGC 

Certified Genetic Counselor  

 





I respectfully urge the Legislature to advance HB1857 while omitting this amendment, consistent 
with the testimony of Jennifer Bojanowski, Lila Aiyar and Michelle Takemoto.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Jasmine Tyson, MS, CGC 
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I also align with and support the testimony submitted by Jennifer Bojanowski, LCSW, MS, 
CGC; Lila Aiyar, MSc, CGC, CCGC; and Michelle Takemoto, MS, CGC. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that SB2491 move forward without  the proposed 
amendment to expand PA scope to include genetic counseling. 

Mahalo for your time and thoughtful consideration. 

 





Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 
pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 
physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of 
Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

Matt Bishop DNP, CRNA 

 







Hawaii and have been here since 2019 providing anesthesia services. While I fully support the 
intent of SB 2491, I respectfully request amendment of specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, 
in agreement with separately submitted testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center for 
Nursing, as follows: 

  

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice registered nurse licensed 
pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as a Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed 
physician]." 

  

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii 
and prevents untrained personnel from putting our ohana at risk. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

  

Respectfully, 

JENNA MOLIGA  

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
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Comments:  

HB1587 

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the committee, 

I am a CRNA. I have been actively practicing for 22 years in the state of Hawaii. While I fully 
support the intent of HB1857, I respectfully request amendment of specific language on page 
220, lines 1-5, in agreeement with separately submitted testimony from the director of the 
Hawaii Center for nursing, as follows: 

SECTION 156, Page 220, lines 1-5 

"Anesthetist" means a registered Nurse Anesthetist, An advanced practice registered Nurse 
Liscensed pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national certification as Certified Regestered 
Nurse Anesthetist and who performs anesthesia services (under the supervision of a liscensed 
physician.) 

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high quality anesthesia care for the people of Hawaii. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Thank you 

Sheri Teves 

CRNA 

 













I respectfully urge the Legislature to advance HB1857 while omitting this amendment, 
consistent with the testimony of Jennifer Bojanowski, Lila Aiyar and Michelle Takemoto.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Nicole Choy, MS, CGC 
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Comments:  

Good morning and thank you to the Committee Chaai, Vice-Chair and committee memebers. 

Thank you for taking time to hear this very important bill that has been introduced. APRN's have 
had full practice authority in Hawaii since 1995, yet continue to be left out of the language 
concerning healthcare reforms, unlike our physican or physician assistant colleagues. APRN's 
deliver primary, urgent, specialty, and emergency healthcare services accross the state of Hawaii, 
howevery by not including our title in legislation- this severly inhibits the care that APRN's can 
and are able to provide by law. By changing terminology to be all inclusive of all healthcare 
disciplines who are qualified according to licensure and state law should be unnessesary, 
however this law will ensure that all are included instead of being forced to look at each law as it 
affects the healthcare system. We would appreicate full support and passage of this bill to ensure 
that all Hawaii residents have equal access to healthcare.  

  

Mahalo nui for your time 

Rick Ramirez, DNP, APRN AGACNP-BC, FNP-BC, ENP-C 
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Comments:  

I'm in support of this to provide wider access of care to patients. 
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Comments:  

I strongly supoort HB1857 
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I respectfully urge the Legislature to advance SB2491 while omitting this amendment, consistent 
with the testimony of Jennifer Bojanowski, Lila Aiyar, and Michelle Takemoto.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Joanne Yeung, Genetic Counselor Candidate c/o 2026 
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Comments:  

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1857  presented before the House of Representatives Committee 
on Health and Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 

To the honorable Chairs Takayama and Marten, Vice Chairs Keohokapu-Lee Loy and Olds, and 
members of the Committees: 

I would like to express my support for HB1857 and the proposed changes to establish a broad 
definition of "qualified health care provider," as well as to edit the wording in the bill to 
standardize this terminology across statutes.  

This will help to improve access to health care across the state, which is much needed, by 
allowing health care providers to practice fully within their license. This does not expand the 
scope of practice, but it eliminates restrictive wording that would otherwise not allow one to 
practice within their license.  

Thank you, 

Nicole Young, PharmD 
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February 5, 2026 
 

Testimony of Natalie Welch 
 

Presented Before the House Committee on Health 
Friday, February 6, 2026, at 09:00 a.m. in Conference Room 229 

 
 
 
RE: HB 1857 Ð Relating to Health Care Ð Supports the Intent, Requests an 
Amendment  
 
 
Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the 
committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding proposed language that 
revises the definition of Òanesthetist.Ó I am a Student Registered Nurse Anesthetist and 
intend to practice as a CertiÞed Registered Nurse Anesthetist in the state of Hawaii 
upon graduation. While I fully support the intent of SB 2491, I respectfully request 
amendment of specific language on page 220, lines 1-5, in agreement with separately 
submitted testimony from the Director of the Hawaii Center for Nursing, as follows: 
 

Section 156, Page 220, lines 1 -5 

""Anesthetist" means [a registered nurse anesthetist] advanced practice 
registered nurse licensed pursuant to chapter 457 who maintains national 
certification as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist and who performs 
anesthesia services [under the supervision of a licensed physician]." 

 

This provides title clarity and ensures safe, high-quality anesthesia care for the people 
of Hawaii. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
Respectfully, 
Natalie Welch 
Student Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
!
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