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Testimony of the Hawaiʻi Coalition for Immigrant Rights​
In SUPPORT of HB1840​
Relating to Education​
Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 2:15 PM (EDN), Room 309 & Videoconference 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Liza Ryan Gill, testifying on behalf of the Hawaiʻi Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights (HCIR), a coalition of immigrant-serving and immigrant-led organizations working 
statewide to advance policies that protect immigrant and migrant communities and strengthen 
our shared future. HCIR respectfully submits this testimony in strong support of HB1840. 

HCIR is a statewide coalition of immigrant-serving and immigrant-led organizations working to 
advance policies that protect immigrant and migrant communities and strengthen Hawaiʻi’s 
shared future. Education is one of the most powerful tools we have to promote equity, 
opportunity, and long-term public well-being, and HB1840 represents an important step toward 
ensuring that Hawaiʻi’s education system serves all students fairly and effectively. 

HB1840 supports educational policies that recognize the diverse realities of Hawaiʻi’s students 
and families, including those from immigrant and mixed-status households. When students feel 
safe, supported, and valued in their learning environments, they are better able to succeed 
academically, participate fully in school life, and contribute positively to their communities. 
Conversely, barriers to access, instability, or exclusionary practices undermine not only 
individual student outcomes but the strength of our public education system as a whole. 

For immigrant and migrant families, schools are often the most trusted public institutions. They 
are places where children develop skills, confidence, and a sense of belonging. Policies that 
strengthen inclusivity, clarity, and access in education help ensure that no child is left behind 
because of language, background, or family circumstances. HB1840 advances these goals by 
reinforcing Hawaiʻi’s commitment to educational equity and student well-being. 

Importantly, strong educational policy is also sound public policy. Investments in inclusive and 
supportive education systems lead to higher graduation rates, a more skilled workforce, and 
stronger communities. When students are empowered to learn and thrive, Hawaiʻi benefits 
socially, economically, and culturally. 

For these reasons, the Hawaiʻi Coalition for Immigrant Rights respectfully urges the 
Committee to PASS HB1840. 
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Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

With gratitude,​
 

Liza Ryan Gill​
Hawaiʻi Coalition for Immigrant Rights (HCIR) 
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HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 9:49:38 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mala Wingerd 

Indivisible: Active 

Member - Local, State, & 

National 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally, as a retired teacher/professor, and as a 

member of the Indivisible Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Section 

302A-802 to the HRS requiring the Teacher Standards Board to adopt policies which would 

make it easier for foreign teachers to extend their visa status from three to five years. The federal 

program offers foreign teachers an opportunity to teach in accredited schools in grades K - 12. 

The federal standards provide a three year term of the visa which can be extended if certain 

criteria are met to five years. HB1840 would require the Board to fully implement the federal 

program. 

There are several hundred teachers in Hawaii under the J-1 program, dealing with our chronic, 

severe, teacher shortage. The rules of the program require the visa holders to make progress 

toward receiving a teaching certificate from the State. Since the benefits of the program to our K-

12 educational system in Hawaii are significant, it makes sense to require the Board to maximize 

the availability of qualified candidates.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill 
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
Rep. Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
Rep. Trish La Chica, Vice Chair 
 
HEARING: 
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 2:15 pm 
Via Videoconference 
Conference Room 309 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1840 - RELATING TO EDUCATION. 
 
Aloha Chair Woodson, Vice Chair La Chica, Rep. Amato of Maui, and Members of the Committee,  
 
My name is Veronica Mendoza, Founding Executive Director of Roots Reborn and a founding coalition 
member of El Pueblo en Acción (EPA) Maui - The People in Action Maui. Roots Reborn strongly 
supports HB 1840, Relating to Education, which requires the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to 
develop an alternative pathway for a visiting international educator permit aligned to the duration of the 
educator's J-1 visa program.  
 
Roots Reborn is a grassroots, multicultural immigrant-justice and disaster-response organization serving 
migrant and immigrant communities on Maui and beyond. Born out of the August 2023 wildfires, we 
immediately stepped in to move aid, navigate systems alongside families, and build the trusted 
relationships that still anchor our work today. What began as wildfire response has grown into essential 
infrastructure for immigrant communities facing overlapping crises—from recovery and housing instability 
to shifting federal policies, increased enforcement, and rising fear. 
 
In our work we have identified risks to our community presented by unnecessary barriers, such as the 
current limitations for a visiting international educator permit for educators on the J-1 visa program. House 
Bill 1840 would add a new Section 302A-802 to the HRS requiring the Teacher Standards Board to adopt 
policies which would make it easier for foreign teachers to extend their visa status from three to five 
years. The federal J-1 program offers foreign teachers an opportunity to teach grades K - 12 in accredited 
schools, and federal standards provide for a three year visa term that can be extended to five years if 
certain criteria are met. House Bill 1840 would require the Teacher Standards Board to fully implement the 
federal program and facilitate visa extensions from three to five years.  
 
House Bill 1840 seeks to adopt and facilitate the federal standard that allows for J-1 visa extensions from 
three to five years, helping foreign teachers at our schools stay longer, reducing turnover and building 
more integrated school communities. For this reason, Roots Reborn respectfully requests that you vote in 
support of HB 1840.  
 
Sinceramente, 

 
 

Veronica Mendoza 
Maui Roots Reborn, Founding Executive Director 
El Pueblo en Accion Maui, Founding Coalition Member 

Maui Roots Reborn, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
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Here is a written testimony in support of HB100 or SB123 bill as Ma. Arriesa B. Tejano, 5th 
Grade Teacher at Kahakai Elementary School: 
 
Testimony in Support of HB100 or SB123. 
 
To the Honorable Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 
 
I, Ma. Arriesa B. Tejano, 5th Grade Teacher at Kahakai Elementary School, is writing to express 
my wholehearted support for HB100 or SB123, I have seen firsthand the benefits that 
international visiting teachers bring to our classrooms and our students. 
 
The current requirements for international visiting teachers to obtain a teaching license in 
Hawaii can be a significant barrier to entry, resulting in unnecessary exams and paperwork that 
can be daunting. HB100 or SB123 seeks to eliminate these unnecessary hurdles, allowing 
international visiting teachers like myself to focus on what matters most: providing high-quality 
education to our students. 
 
By granting international visiting teachers an extended emergency hire permit, we can ensure 
that our students receive consistent and high-quality instruction from experienced educators 
who are passionate about teaching. This is especially important for our students who may not 
have the same access to educational resources or opportunities as their peers in other parts of 
the world. 
 
Furthermore, extending the stay of international visiting teachers for 5 years will provide our 
students with the consistency and stability they need to thrive academically. It will also allow us 
to build stronger relationships with our students and their families, leading to better academic 
outcomes and a more positive school culture. 
 
I urge you to pass HB100 or SB123, which will not only benefit international visiting teachers 
but also our students, schools, and communities. By supporting this bill, we can attract and 
retain top-notch educators from around the world, providing our students with the best possible 
education and setting them up for success in an increasingly globalized world. 
 
Mahalo for considering my testimony. I look forward to working with you to make HB100 or 
SB123 a reality. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ma. Arriesa B. Tejano 
5th Grade Teacher 
Kahakai Elementary School 
Kailua-Kona, Big Island, Hawaii 

























TO: Representative Justin H. Woodson, Chair (Committee on Education) 
TO: Representative Mark M. Nakashima, Chair (Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce) 
AND: Members of the Committees 
 
DATE: February 9, 2026 
 
RE: STRONG SUPPORT for HB1840 – Relating to Education; J-1 Visa Program; Visiting 
International Educator Permit 
 
Aloha Chair Woodson, Chair Nakashima, and Members of the Committees, 
 
My name is Farah Nichole Balisi, and I am currently in my first year as a dedicated Special Education 
Teacher within Hawaii’s public school system. I am writing to express my strong support for HB1840, 
which seeks to align the State’s Visiting International Educator permit with the five-year duration of the 
federal J-1 visa program. 
 
Ensuring Stability for Hawaii’s Keiki 
In the realm of Special Education, consistency is the foundation of student progress. My students rely on 
established routines and deep bonds of trust to succeed. When administrative misalignments force 
qualified teachers to leave prematurely, it is the students who bear the brunt of that instability. Extending 
the state permit to five years ensures that I can continue focusing on my students’ Individualized 
Education Programs (IEPs) without the looming threat of a shortened service term. 
 
The Economic Reality of International Educators 
While I am deeply committed to my role, the financial reality of serving as a J-1 teacher is significant: 
• Upfront Investment: I invested approximately $13,000 USD in placement and processing fees to bring 
my expertise to Hawaii. 
• Ongoing Debt: Entering my third year of service, I am still working to pay off the debt incurred just to 
begin my employment here. 
• Cost of Living: High living expenses in Hawaii, coupled with the responsibility of supporting family back 
home, make the full five-year term a financial necessity. 
Without this alignment, international educators face the risk of leaving Hawaii with a net financial loss, 
despite years of dedicated service to our community. 
 
Conclusion 
I ask you to view this bill not just as a policy change, but as a commitment to the educators who have 
made immense sacrifices to serve Hawaii’s children. Matching our permits to the five-year federal visa 
provides the stability we need to fulfill our contracts, resolve our financial obligations, and—most 
importantly—provide uninterrupted support to the special needs students who rely on us. 
I humbly urge the Committees to pass HB1840. Thank you for your time, your leadership, and the 
opportunity to testify on this vital matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Farah Nichole B. Balisi 
Special Education Teacher 
Puuhale Elementary School 
Farahnicholebalisi@gmail.com 







​Aloha!​

​I am Berly Ann G. Cular, a J-1 Cultural Exchange Teacher currently teaching 8th Grade​
​Math at Lahaina Intermediate School in Maui. I am honored to testify in strong support of​
​the International Visiting Teacher License Bill, which would provide much-needed​
​recognition and stability for international educators like myself, who are dedicated to serving​
​Hawaii’s students.​

​I have been teaching for 20 years, with extensive experience in mathematics education in​
​the Philippines. Through rigorous training, professional development, and classroom​
​practice, I have developed effective teaching strategies that not only enhance students’​
​mathematical skills but also foster critical thinking, problem-solving, and a growth mindset.​
​Since arriving in Hawaii, I have worked hard to bridge learning gaps, build students’​
​confidence in math, and create an inclusive, culturally responsive learning environment.​

​While I am fully willing to take the Praxis exam, I firmly believe that my credentials, training,​
​and years of experience should also be valued. International teachers like me have already​
​met high standards in our home countries, and we continue to demonstrate excellence in​
​our teaching practices here in Hawaii. By supporting this bill, you acknowledge the​
​contributions we bring and provide us with the opportunity to continue making a difference​
​in our students' lives.​

​Additionally, extending the teaching period to a maximum of five years is a crucial step in​
​supporting international educators. The impact we make does not happen overnight—it​
​takes time to build relationships, adapt to the educational system, and contribute​
​meaningfully to student learning. Allowing us to stay for up to five years means we can​
​further strengthen our teaching, mentor students effectively, and contribute to the long-term​
​success of Hawaii’s schools.​

​Hawaii faces an ongoing teacher shortage, and international educators help fill this gap with​
​dedicated, highly trained professionals who bring valuable perspectives to the classroom.​
​By passing this bill, you are not only recognizing our commitment but also ensuring that​
​students continue to receive high-quality instruction from passionate and experienced​
​educators.​

​I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to share my testimony. I urge you to support this bill,​
​as it will not only benefit international teachers but also strengthen the entire education​
​system in Hawaii. Mahalo for your time and consideration.​

​Respectfully, ​

​BERLY ANN G. CULAR ​

​Math 8 Teacher​

​Lahaina Intermediate School​

​Maui, Hawaii​













HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 1:52:45 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1840.   

  

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 6:47:38 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Bonk Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). 

There are several hundred teachers in Hawaii under the J-1 program, dealing with our chronic, 

severe, teacher shortage. The rules of the program require the visa holders to make progress 

toward receiving a teaching certificate from the State. Since the benefits of the program to our K-

12 educational system in Hawaii are significant, it makes sense to require the Board to maximize 

the availability of qualified candidates. 

Thank you.  

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 8:06:42 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janet Teare Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill to align the International Educators permit with the J-1 visa. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 8:22:16 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Kamida Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1840. I am submitting this as an individual and as a member of Indivisible Hawaii. 

Mahalo. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 11:21:17 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martha Nakajima Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. Thank you.  Martha Nakajima, Honolulu, member of Indivisible 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:01:59 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Brandt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:17:42 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Younghee Overly Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for this opportunity. 

Younghee Overly, a member of Indivisible Hawaii 

  

 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 2:56:39 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy D Moser Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 3:52:45 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support, 

Judith White, Kapaa 

Member, Kauai Indivisible 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 7:07:50 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani Coleman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:09:39 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ron Brown Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this sensible measure, which among other things helps address the critical teacher 

shortage in Hawaii schools.  Thank you! 

 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:42:15 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathryn Peterson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This is an important bill.  Thank you. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:01:11 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bruce Wingerd Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a University Professor (Retired), I understand the needs of Hawaii's education programs 

include good qualified teachers to fill our classrooms.  HB1840 will help to support this 

important need, without which our students will suffer. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:13:22 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Sylvester Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill.  I am a member of Indivisible. 

 



COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
Rep. Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
Rep. Trish La Chica, Vice Chair 
 
HEARING: 
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 2:15 pm 
Via Videoconference 
Conference Room 309 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1840 - RELATING TO EDUCATION. 
 
Aloha Chair Woodson, Vice Chair La Chica, Rep. Amato of Maui, and Members of the Committee,  
 
My name is Christine Andrews and I am a long-term resident of  Wailuku, Maui.  I am also an attorney 
licensed in the state of Hawaii for over 25 years and a founding coalition member of El Pueblo en 
Acción (EPA) Maui — The People in Action Maui. I am writing today in strong support of HB HB 
1840, Relating to Education, which requires the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to develop an 
alternative pathway for a visiting international educator permit aligned to the duration of the educator's 
J-1 visa program.  
 
Early in my career I worked on gender equity in STEM as a workforce development issue for many 
years. I focused on issues in recruitment and retention and wrote over ten peer-reviewed papers on best 
practices in the field.  One of the key workforce development areas I identified in my work with K-12 
teachers and administrators in Hawaii was the gaps in the education-to-workforce pipeline. This is an 
issue that we continue to see today when it comes to the education, recruitment and retention of 
teachers.  
 
In my work I identified risks to our community presented by unnecessary barriers to recruiting and 
retaining teachers for our schools on Maui. One such barrier is lack of consistency between federal and 
state standards for visiting international educator permits for educators on the J-1 visa program. House 
Bill 1840 would help remedy this situation and improve the pathway for longer retention of teachers on 
the J-1 visa program by adding a new Section 302A-802 to the HRS requiring the Teacher Standards 
Board to adopt policies which would make it easier for foreign teachers to extend their visa status from 
three to five years. The federal J-1 program standards provide for a three year visa term that can be 
extended to five years if certain criteria are met. House Bill 1840 would require the Teacher Standards 
Board to fully implement the federal program and facilitate visa extensions from three to five years.  
 
House Bill 1840 seeks to adopt and facilitate the federal standard that allows for J-1 visa extensions 
from three to five years, helping foreign teachers at our schools stay longer, reducing teacher turnover 
and building more integrated school communities with more experienced teachers. For this reason, I 
respectfully request that you vote in support of HB 1840.  
 
Mahalo for supporting our schools and our valued J-1 visa teachers, 
 
Christine Andrews, JD 
Wailuku, Maui 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:38:33 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy Elmer  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the Bill to align the International Educators permit to align with the J-1 visa 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 12:07:13 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roberta Baker Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill. 

I am a memebr of Indivisible Hawaii. 

 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 1:15:58 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Estrella S Marin Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Estrella Marin, as someone who lives in hawaii. I do support HB 1840. I also 

volunter with Indivisble of Hawaii.  

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 1:51:32 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mona Eisa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing you today in strong support of HB1840 as it relates to education. I am urging you to 

please pass this measure. 

Mahalo, 

Mona Eisa, Honolulu, HI 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 3:50:05 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanani Kai Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I SUPPORT HB1840 

Mahalo, 

Kanani Kai 

Member Indivisable Hawaii. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 4:56:16 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Kathryn Afable Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting HB1840. 

 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:21:04 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail Morrison Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). 

Mahalo, Gail Morrison 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:15:21 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James E Raymond Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you -- I am a member of Indivisible Windward. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:22:15 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1840 

DS Matsunaga in Waimea, Hawaii Island 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:38:35 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Calvin Black Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Addressing critical teacher shortages should be of the highest priority for the Hawaii State 

Legislature. Currently there are too many barriers to obtaining teacher licensure for Hawaii 

residents and US Citizens, but there are even more barriers for international educators who 

would otherwise be able to help contribute and rectify the disadvantages that Hawaii's children 

are subject to due to lack of adequate numbers of qualified professionals in the teaching field. I 

support this bill and believe that if it passes the state will be much better off in both the short 

term and the long. 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:50:43 AM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Collat Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Section 302A-802 to the HRS 

requiring the Teacher Standards Board to adopt policies which would make it easier for foreign 

teachers to extend their visa status from three to five years. The federal program offers foreign 

teachers an opportunity to teach in accredited schools in grades K - 12. The federal standards 

provide a three year term of the visa which can be extended if certain criteria are met to five 

years. HB1840 would require the Board to fully implement the federal program. 

There are several hundred teachers in Hawaii under the J-1 program, dealing with our chronic, 

severe, teacher shortage. The rules of the program require the visa holders to make progress 

toward receiving a teaching certificate from the State. Since the benefits of the program to our K-

12 educational system in Hawaii are significant, it makes sense to require the Board to maximize 

the availability of qualified candidates.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill 

  

 





HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:54:38 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynda Suesue Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill. I am a member of Indivisible 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:56:59 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen A Valasek Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally and as a member of the 

Indivisible Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Section 302A-802 to 

the HRS requiring the Teacher Standards Board to adopt policies which would make it 

easier for foreign teachers to extend their visa status from three to five years. The federal 

program offers foreign teachers an opportunity to teach in accredited schools in grades K - 

12. The federal standards provide a three year term of the visa which can be extended if 

certain criteria are met to five years. HB1840 would require the Board to fully implement 

the federal program. 

  

There are several hundred teachers in Hawaii under the J-1 program, dealing with our 

chronic, severe, teacher shortage. The rules of the program require the visa holders to 

make progress toward receiving a teaching certificate from the State. Since the benefits of 

the program to our K-12 educational system in Hawaii are significant, it makes sense to 

require the Board to maximize the availability of qualified candidates.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill 

Karen Valasek 

 



HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 2:10:27 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in support of HB1840 because I believe it will help with our state's qualified 

teacher shortage.   Mahalo for your consideration. 
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HB-1840 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 4:20:00 PM 

Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Romeo Grande Jr Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am a J-1 visiting teacher from the Philippines currently participating in the Inter-Cultural 

Education Program in Hawaii. I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to teach and serve 

Hawaii's students while engaging in this meaningful cultural exchange.  

House Bill 1840 would be tremendous help to J-1 teachers by providing an alternative pathway 

for a visiting international educator permit that aligns with the duration of the J-1 Visa Program. 

Obtaining a state teaching license presents significant financial and logistical challenges for 

many of us, including the high cost of exams, limited preparation of time, some areas are not 

aligned with the content knowledge and pedagogy, barriers related to testing locations especially 

for teachers assigned to remote areas such as Lanai City.  

This bill would offer much- needed support to international educators who are committed to 

meeting Hawaii's educational standards while contributing positively to our school 

communities.  

Respectfully yours, 

Romeo Grande Jr. 

Lanai High and Elementary School 
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Jane Aquino Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1840 both personally and as a member of the 

Indivisible Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Section 302A-802 to 

the HRS requiring the Teacher Standards Board to adopt policies which would make it 

easier for foreign teachers to extend their visa status from three to five years. The federal 

program offers foreign teachers an opportunity to teach in accredited schools in grades K - 

12. The federal standards provide a three year term of the visa which can be extended if 

certain criteria are met to five years. HB1840 would require the Board to fully implement 

the federal program. 

  

There are several hundred teachers in Hawaii under the J-1 program, dealing with our 

chronic, severe, teacher shortage. The rules of the program require the visa holders to 

make progress toward receiving a teaching certificate from the State. Since the benefits of 

the program to our K-12 educational system in Hawaii are significant, it makes sense to 

require the Board to maximize the availability of qualified candidates.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. Jane 
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Jody Weidemann  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HAWAI' I is desperate for skilled educators.  We need these educators to come here for our 
children's sake to achieve good educations to succeed in the world. 

 

t.lobendahn
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1840 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:51:51 AM 
Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2026 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helen Shirts Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill. I am a member of Indivisible. 
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Chachie Abara Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1840 Requires the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to develop an alternative 
pathway for a visiting international educator permit aligned to the duration of the educator's J-1 
visa program. Repeals 6/30/2031.  

As someone who has seen the growth and the impact for J1 Teachers in Hawaii and who has 
personally was able to meet with J1 teachers, they are more than just temporary workers. They 
bring plethora of knowledge and cultural exchange for us.  

Please consider this bill to pass.  
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Comments:  

So sad that we have to ensure visiting teachers are not rounded up and deported. This bill tries to 
protect the teachers.  
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