OFFICE OF INFORMATION PRACTICES

STATE OF HAWAII

NoO. 1 CAPITOL DISTRICT BUILDING

250 SOUTH HOTEL STREET, SUITE 107
HONOLULU, HAWATI'T 96813

TELEPHONE: 808-586-1400 FAX: 808-586-1412
EMAIL: oip@hawaii.gov

To: House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs
From: Carlotta Amerino, Director
Date: February 25, 2026, 2:00 p.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 325

Re: Testimony on H.B. No. 1839 HD1
Relating to Immigration

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, which would
require local law enforcement to inform individuals of their rights before a custodial
interview with the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
host two annual community forums, if access to a detainee was provided to ICE, and
make all records related to ICE’s access to a detainee in state or local custody
public. The Office of Information Practices (OIP) offers the following comments
and suggested amendments regarding provisions on records and
community forums in this bill.

Proposed subsection 353C-__(f), on page 7, covers records pertaining to
detained individuals, and refers to Hawaii’s open records law, the Uniform
Information Practices Act (Modified), chapter 92F, Hawaii Revised Statues (HRS)
(the UIPA). The Committee on Economic Development & Technology amended this
provision in HD 1, as recommended by OIP, to clarify that the UIPA’s exceptions to
disclosure apply. Accordingly, all records relating to ICE’s access to a detained
individual are subject to disclosure under the UIPA “provided that personal

1dentifying information shall be redacted before public disclosure.”
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However, the bill does not specify whose personal identifying information
must be redacted—whether that of the detainees, local law enforcement officials, or
ICE officers. This phrase appears twice in the bill. If the Legislature intends for
only the detainee’s information to be redacted, OIP recommends clarifying this with
the following amendments:

Subsection (f), page 8, lines 1-3:

“provided that personal identifying information of a detained individual shall

be redacted before public disclosure.”

Subsection (h), page 10, lines 9-11:

“provided further that personal identifying information of a detained

individual shall be redacted.”

In addition, proposed subsection 353C-__(h), starting on page 8, requires law
enforcement agencies to hold community forums “subject to the requirements of
chapter 92.” Hawai1l’s Sunshine Law, part I of chapter 92, HRS, applies only to
government boards, as defined by section 92-2, HRS; not to events such as hearings
and forums held by an agency that is not a government board. OIP respectfully
recommends replacing the reference to chapter 92, on page 9, lines 8-9, with
a requirement that the forums be open to the public, amending the language
at lines 8-12 to read as follows:

The community forums shall be open to the public and shall provide

information to the public about United States Immigration and

Customs Enforcement access to detained individuals and offer an

opportunity to receive and consider public comment.

Thank you for considering OIP’s testimony.
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February 24, 2026

HB 1839, HD1: RELATING TO IMMIGRATION

Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee On
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

The Office of the Public Defender (OPD) supports HB1839, HD1, which, inter
alia, requires law enforcement agencies to inform individuals in custody of their
rights before any interview with the United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement ( “ | CE"” )

The OPD submits that, for individuals in custody for pre-trial detention, subsection
(a) of the proposed law should also require that the written notice provide the Fifth
Amendment warnings required by Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 86 S. Ct. 1602
(1966).

Furthermore, consistent with Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 571-31.8, subsection
(c) of the proposed law should state that juveniles in custody shall have contact with
legal counsel and shall also, to the extent practicable, have contact with a parent,
guardian, or legal custodian prior to any interview with ICE. Because the OPD
expects law enforcement agencies to offer individuals access to counsel through the
OPD, the OPD encourages support for HB 2600, HD1, funding for an immigration
attorney within the OPD, in order to effectuate the intent of HB1839, HDI.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.
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Council Member District 2 South Hilo

HAWAIL ° | COUNTY -MOBIKT2 L
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DATE: February 24, 2026
TO: House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs
FROM: Jennifer Kagiwada, Council Member

Council District 2

SUBJECT: HB1839

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Committee Members,

| am writing instrongsuppor t of HB1839. Hawali [ has a rich |
commitment to fairness and equality. This bill is important for safeguarding the proper execution

of due process and civil rights of immigrants by ensuring informed consent, language access, and
accountability, helping prevent coercion and protecting vulnerable individuals. These protections

uphold Hawai ‘i’ s values, promote public trust
to ensure fairness and prevent abuses in civil immigration enforcement.

Mahalo,

frt- /5 —

Jenn Kagiwada

Hawai " i County is an Equal Opportunity Provi
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February 24, 2026

Representative Gregor llagan, Chair

Representative |kaika Hussey Vice Chair
and Members

Economic Development &Technology

The Thirty-Third Legislature

Hawali'i State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

SUBJECT: Testimony in opposition of H.B. 1839 HD1, Relating to Immigration

Dear Chair lligan, Vice Chair Hussey, and Members of the Committee:

| respectfully express concerns regarding the administrative and operational burdens HB1839
HD1 would place on county police departments and correctional facilities.

While we support protecting individual rights and transparency, this bill adds multiple
procedural requirements that strain already limited staffing and resources. It mandates formal
notification and documentation for federal civil immigration interviews, requiring additional
training, supervision, and recordkeeping.

Our County Police Departments already face backlogs in records processing and limited
administrative staffing. HB1839 HD1 further requires tracking, retention, and public disclosure
of records related to federal access, which would necessitate new data systems, dedicated
personnel, and responses to public records requests.

The bill also requires two annual public forums if ICE access has occurred, creating recurring
operational obligations that divert staff from core public safety responsibilities.

Additionally, the Maui Police Department policy prohibits participation in civil immigration
enforcement Our officers are tasked with enforcing state and county laws and maintaining
public safety and trust within our communities. This are our core mission. While the goals of
transparency and rights notification are recognized, HB1839 HD1 imposes significant
administrative burdens that do not align with local law enforcement priorities.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Committee to oppose HB1839 HD1.
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February 24, 2026

The Honorable Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair

And Honorable Members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs
Hawai‘i State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: Testimony in Opposition to HB 1839 HD1, Relating to Immigration
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Kaua‘i Police Department, | am submitting testimony in OPPOSITION to HB 1839 HD1,
which proposes to impose new requirements on state and county law enforcement agencies regarding
civil immigration interviews with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), public records
designation for related records, and mandatory public forums.

While we recognize and respect the Legislature’s intent to safeguard civil rights and ensure
transparency, HB 1839 HD1 raises significant operational, legal, and public safety concerns that warrant
serious consideration.

Immigration enforcement is a federal responsibility, and state and county law enforcement agencies
have no affirmative duty to collect or share immigration status information. Nevertheless, HB 1839 HD1
would require local agencies to implement new procedures, including written and multilingual
advisements and consent forms, expanded documentation and reporting, transmission of records to the
Attorney General, and, in some cases, public forums and statistical disclosures. These requirements
exceed existing legal obligations and would impose significant administrative and operational burdens,
diverting limited personnel and resources away from core public safety functions.

In addition, the bill effectively places local law enforcement agencies in the position of managing civil
immigration-related processes, despite long-standing policies that prohibit engagement in civil
immigration enforcement. Many of the protections outlined in HB1839 are already addressed through
existing constitutional and statutory safeguards. Adding duplicative procedures may lead to
inconsistency and operational challenges rather than improved outcomes and will place additional
administrative burdens on already critically short-staffed agencies.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to OPPOSE HB 1839 HD1.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

3990 Ka'ana Street, Suite 200 » Lihu‘e, Hawai'i 96766 « (808) 241-1600 (b) « (808) 241-1604 (f)
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Respectfully submitted,

Elliott K. Ke

Chief of Police
Kaua‘i Police Department
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February 23, 2026

Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair

Representative Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair
And Members

Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Representatives Tarnas and Poepoe and Members,

RE: HOUSE BILL 1839, HD1 RELATING TO IMMIGRATION
DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2026
TIME: 2:00 P.M.
PLACE: VIDEOCONFERENCE
CONFERENCE ROOM 325

The Hawaii Police Department (HPD) respectfully opposes HB1839, HD1 Relating to
Immigration.

While the intent of this measure to promote transparency and due process is
understandable, the bill imposes significant and unfunded mandates on county law
enforcement agencies without providing any mechanism or resources to implement them.

The bill requires law enforcement agencies to adopt and administer written notices and
multilingual consent forms before any civil immigration interview can occur. It further
mandates extensive logging and recordkeeping of interview requests, compliance
decisions, and ICE notifications, as well as quarterly transmittal of redacted records to the
Attorney General. In addition, the bill obligates agencies that have provided ICE access to
any detained individual in the prior year to host at least two public forums annually,
subject to open meeting requirements, and to present detailed statistical data regarding
ICE interactions.

These requirements create substantial administrative and operational burdens for the
Hawaii County Police Department. They would require new systems, staffing, and
infrastructure to ensure compliance, yet the bill provides no funding or implementation
mechanism to support these mandates. This is particularly concerning given the

“Hawai’i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer”



jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 


HOUSE BILL 1839, HD1 RELATING TO IMMIGRATION
DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2026
TIME: 2:00 P.M.
PLACE: VIDEOCONFERENCE
CONFERENCE ROOM 325
Page 2

Department’s existing resource constraints and its obligation to prioritize core public safety
responsibilities.

Moreover, the bill places an undue onus on the Department to participate in civil
immigration enforcement activities, despite the fact that current policy expressly forbids
the HPD from engaging in civil immigration enforcement. This measure conflicts with
established policy and risks diverting resources from essential law enforcement functions
to activities that are outside the Department’s scope and contrary to its mission.

For these reasons, the Hawaii Police Department respectfully urges the Committee to
reject this measure. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully,

N —

SHERRY D. BIRD
ACTING POLICE CHIEF




Testimony of Megahn Chun and Alejandro Villarino
In SUPPORT of HB1839 HD1

Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair
Representative Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair

Hearing Date: Wednesday, Feb 25, 2026

Dear Chair David A. Tarnas, Vice Chair Mahina Poepoe, and members of the Committee on
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs,

Our names are Megahn Chun and Alejandro Villarino, and we submit this testimony in support
of HB1839 HD1, which requires that individuals in custody receive a clear rights notice and
provide informed, written consent before any civil immigration interview with ICE, and
strengthens transparency and accountability through documentation, public reporting, and
community forums.

We are partners in life and in community work, and co-founders of Mercado de la Raza, a space
created to uplift and support Hawai‘i’s Latino community. Beyond operating a small business,
we have worked together to connect families with critical resources during times of crisis —
including helping Latino residents navigate aid and support during the Lahaina fires and assisting
community members affected by the recent government shutdown. Mercado de la Raza also
serves as a gathering place for Latino families and a platform for local Latino entrepreneurs to
showcase and grow their businesses. Through this work, we are deeply connected to and invested
in the well-being, safety, and dignity of our community.

HB1839 HD1 is important because people in custody are in a vulnerable situation and may not
understand their rights—especially if they have limited English proficiency or do not have legal
counsel. This measure ensures that any ICE civil immigration interview is truly voluntary and
informed, with clear documentation and safeguards against coercion or misunderstanding.

This bill also strengthens public trust by requiring transparency: agencies must document ICE
access requests and outcomes, provide public information (with appropriate redactions), and hold
community forums. These steps create accountability and help ensure local practices are
consistent, lawful, and responsive to community concerns.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that the Committee PASS HB1839 HD1.
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Megahn Chun and Alejandro Villarino

Mercado de La Raza
808.593.2226
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STONEWALL CAUCUS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI‘I

TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1839 HD1

Relating to Immigration — Civil Immigration Interviews, Due Process, and Transparency

To the Honorable Chair and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian
Affairs:

On behalf of the Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, we submit this testimony in
strong support of HB1839 HD1.

HB1839 HD1 ensures that any interview conducted by United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) with an individual in state or county custody is voluntary, informed, and
documented. The bill requires law enforcement agencies to provide a written consent form explaining
the purpose of the interview, the voluntary nature of participation, and the individual’s right to decline
or request the presence of counsel before any civil immigration interview may begin.

These safeguards are especially important for individuals with limited English proficiency, individuals
without legal representation, and those who may not understand their rights while in custody. By
requiring written notice in multiple languages and reasonable access to counsel, the measure prevents
coercive or uninformed interviews and ensures due process protections are meaningful.

HB1839 HD1 also strengthens transparency and accountability. It designates records relating to ICE
access to detained individuals as public records, subject to appropriate redactions, and requires
agencies to log interview requests and outcomes. Additionally, agencies that provided ICE access
within the prior year must hold two public community forums to share information and receive public
comment. These provisions ensure that civil immigration enforcement activity involving state and
county resources is lawful, documented, and visible to the communities affected.

When residents fear that contact with local law enforcement may expose them or their family members
to unclear or coercive immigration processes, they are less likely to report crimes, cooperate as
witnesses, or seek help in times of crisis. Clear rights notifications and transparent procedures
strengthen public trust and improve public safety for everyone.

HB1839 HD1 affirms Hawai‘i’s commitment to civil rights, due process, and accountable governance.
For these reasons, the Stonewall Caucus respectfully urges the Committee to pass HB1839 HDI.

Page 1 of 2



Testimony in Strong Support of HB1839 HD1

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony and for your continued dedication to protecting civil
rights and strengthening community trust.

Respectfully submitted,

Abby Simmons (she/her)
Chair
Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i

Page 2 of 2
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HB-1839-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/23/2026 11:11:20 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/25/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Faith Action for Written Testimony
Kristen Young Community Equity Support Only
Comments:

Aloha, I submit this testimony in support of HB1839 HD1, which requires that individuals in
custody receive a clear rights notice and provide informed, written consent before any civil
immigration interview with ICE, and strengthens transparency and accountability through
documentation, public reporting, and community forums.

HB1839 HD1 is important because people in custody are in a vulnerable situation and may not
understand their rights—especially if they have limited English proficiency or do not have legal
counsel. This measure ensures that any ICE civil immigration interview is truly voluntary and
informed, with clear documentation and safeguards against coercion or misunderstanding.

This bill also strengthens public trust by requiring transparency: agencies must document ICE
access requests and outcomes, provide public information (with appropriate redactions), and hold
community forums. These steps create accountability and help ensure local practices are
consistent, lawful, and responsive to community concerns.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Committee PASS HB1839 HD1.

Mabhalo,

Kristen Young
Honolulu, HI 96813
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HB-1839-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/24/2026 7:37:05 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/25/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
George "Bud" Antonelis. . Written Testimony
PLD Na Kama Kai Support Only
Comments:

Testimony In SUPPORT of HB1839 HD1
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs
Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair
Representative Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair

Dear Chair David A. Tarnas, Vice Chair Mahina Poepoe, and members of the Committee on
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs,

HB1839 HD1 is important because people in custody are in a vulnerable situation and may not
understand their rights—especially if they have limited English proficiency or do not have legal
counsel. This measure ensures that any ICE civil immigration interview is truly voluntary and
informed, with clear documentation and safeguards against coercion or misunderstanding.

This bill also strengthens public trust by requiring transparency: agencies must document ICE
access requests and outcomes, provide public information (with appropriate redactions), and hold
community forums. These steps create accountability and help ensure local practices are
consistent, lawful, and responsive to community concerns.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Committee PASS HB1839 HDI.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Comments:
SB1839 DUE PROCESS FOR IMMIGRANTS

Aloha,

I am writing in strong support of HB1839 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible
Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Chapter to the HRS on due process
and transparency for civil immigration contacts of persons in custody of state or local law
enforcement. HB1939 would require state and local agencies to provide an individual in custody
with information about their rights before any civil immigration interview, and would require
transparency about ICE access to detained individuals.

I have friends and loved ones in Hawaii and California -- stellar citizens who contribute as
artists, caregivers, musicians, science professors and researchers who are hiding at home for fear
of being noticed by ICE.

Sadly we see daily examples in the news of ICE and CBP violating the statutory rights and due
process rights of persons contacted about their immigration status. Several federal courts have
found that these agencies have denied due process rights to persons questioned, detained, and
even rendered to foreign countries. This bill provides one means of protecting the rights of
noncitizens who are already in custody and facing a civil immigration interview with federal
agencies.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this bill.

Lisa Gollin
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1839, HD1 - RELATING TO IMMIGRATION.
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, Rep. Cochran of Maui, and Members of the Committee,

Roots Reborn strongly supports HB1839, HD1, Relating to Immigration. This measure requires state and county law
enforcement agencies to notify individuals in custody of their rights before interviews with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) regarding civil immigration matters; makes related ICE access records public; and requires agencies
providing ICE access to detained individuals to hold two public forums annually.

Roots Reborn is a grassroots, multicultural immigrant-justice and disaster-response organization serving migrant and
immigrant communities on Maui and across Hawai'‘i. Formed after the August 2023 Maui wildfires, we have since grown
into an organization providing pro bono immigration legal services, Know Your Rights education, and rapid response
coordination for immigrant residents statewide.

In partnership with our coalition, we have:

Distributed over 3,500 constitutional rights flyers

Trained 700+ community members through Know Your Rights workshops

Provided 50+ trainings for service providers, employers, and community leaders
Responded to over 450 tipline calls related to federal enforcement activity

Trained 60+ volunteer observers in verification, peaceful documentation and de-escalation

These direct experiences ground our testimony. We have seen how fear and confusion about immigration enforcement
undermine recovery, safety, and trust — especially among wildfire survivors and victims of domestic violence.

HB1839, HD1 is a common-sense due process and transparency measure. It ensures that no one is questioned about
civil immigration matters while in custody without understanding their rights or giving clear, voluntary, informed consent.
The bill affirms that constitutional protections apply to all people within the United States, regardless of status. We urge
that implementation include statewide standardized forms, multilingual access, and training to ensure consistency across
jurisdictions. These procedures have proven workable in other states and support both equitable justice and effective
governance.

HB1839, HD1 strengthens public trust, ensures due process, and creates a transparent, uniform standard for
engagement between local law enforcement and federal immigration agencies. We respectfully urge your strong support
for HB1839, HD1.

Sinceramente,

Vi roéica Mendoza

Maui Roots Reborn, Founding Executive Director
El Pueblo en Accion Maui, Founding Coalition Member

Maui Roots Reborn, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
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Testimony of Liza Ryan-Gill
In SUPPORT of HB1839

Representative Tarnas, Chair
Representative Poepoe, Vice Chair

Hearing Date: Feb 25th, 2026, 2pm Room 325

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Committee,

My name is Liza Ryan-Gill, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i Coalition for Immigrant
Rights (HCIR). HCIR is a coalition of 30+ immigrant-serving and immigrant-led
organizations across the pae ‘aina working to advance policies that protect immigrant and
migrant communities and strengthen Hawai‘i as a place where all families can thrive.

We strongly support HB1839 HD1, a bill to provide due process and transparency to ensure that
people in state or county custody receive “Know Your Rights” information before any civil
immigration interview, and that any interview proceeds only with clear, voluntary, informed
consent.

HB1839 HD1 strengthens civil rights protections for individuals in state or county law
enforcement custody by establishing clear, enforceable due-process requirements before any civil
immigration interview may take place. Individuals in custody are in an inherently vulnerable
position. Without clear safeguards, people may not understand that they have the right to decline
an interview, request an attorney, or avoid answering gquestions that could have serious
immigration consequences. In practice, many individuals mistakenly believe that they are
required to speak with immigration officers or that declining will negatively affect their criminal
case or custody status.

This bill ensures that individuals receive written notice — in multiple languages — explaining
the purpose of any civil immigration interview, that participation is voluntary, and that they may
decline to participate or request that an attorney be present. These protections are essential to
ensuring that any consent is truly informed and not the result of confusion, pressure, language
barriers, or fear.

Importantly, HB1839 HD1 reflects best practices that have already been adopted in other states
and local jurisdictions across the country. States and major cities including California, Illinois,
New York, Connecticut, and Washington have implemented similar notice, consent,
documentation, and transparency requirements governing local law enforcement interactions
with federal immigration authorities. These policies are widely recognized as effective tools to
protect due process, ensure informed decision-making, and maintain public trust — while still
allowing federal authorities to carry out their own responsibilities independently.
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Experience from these jurisdictions shows that requiring informed consent and public
documentation does not interfere with legitimate law enforcement functions. Instead, it promotes
clarity, reduces coercion, prevents misunderstandings, and strengthens confidence in the justice
system. It also helps ensure that state and local resources are not used in ways that undermine
constitutional protections or community safety.

HB1839 HD1 ensures that individuals in custody understand their rights before speaking with
ICE, protects access to counsel, and helps prevent coercive or uninformed interviews. It makes
ICE interactions transparent to the public through documentation and public records and requires
community engagement through public forums, improving accountability and trust between
communities and law enforcement.

At its core, this bill is about fairness, transparency, and respect for due process. People should
not face life-altering immigration consequences without fully understanding their rights and
without making a truly voluntary and informed choice.

Mabhalo for the opportunity to testify.
Liza Ryan Gill
Executive Director

Hawai‘i Coalition for Immigrant Rights
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Comments:

I am writing in strong support of HB1839 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible
Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would add a new Chapter to the HRS on due process
and transparency for civil immigration contacts of persons in custody of state or local law
enforcement. HB1939 would require state and local agencies to provide an individual in custody
with information about their rights before any civil immigration interview, and would require
transparency about ICE access to detained individuals.
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Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai'‘i in SUPPORT of H.B. 1839, HD1,

Relating to Immigration

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice-Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai‘i, | write in strong support of HB 1839 HD1,
which represents a vital step toward ensuring due process and transparency for individuals in state
or county custody by mandating that they receive information about their rights, in a language they
understand, before any civil immigration interview. It is critical that these interviews only proceed
with clear, voluntary, and informed consent.

I n Hawai ‘i’ s i-stabas cgmmanitiés, fearand comfusion ead often prevent
individuals from seeking help! or understanding their rights. It is essential that no one is questioned
about civil immigration matters while in custody without being made aware that the interview is
voluntary and that they have the right to request counsel.

HB1839 HD1 guarantees that individuals in custody receive a notice of their rights before any civil
immigration interview. This ensures that they are informed—<clearly and in a language they
understand—that participation in the interview is voluntary, and they have the option to decline or
request an attorney. This notice is crucial because it empowers individuals to make informed
decisions about their circumstances.

Furthermore, HB1839 HD1 establishes a requirement for written, multilingual consent before any
interview with ICE proceeds. This creates a clear standard that no civil immigration interview can
take place without documented consent, provided in the person's language whenever possible. This
documentation must clarify that the interview is voluntary, identify the agency requesting it,
explain the purpose of the interview, and inform the individual that they may decline and/or have
an attorney present. Ensuring that consent is obtained in an accessible manner is vital for
maintaining trust and promoting informed participation.

Transparency and accountability are also central to HB1839 HD1. The bill mandates that facilities
log requests and outcomes related to civil immigration interviews, making this information available
for public oversight. This level of transparency is essential for building trust within the community;
when individuals know that there is a system of checks and balances in place, they are more likely
to seek help without fear of repercussions.

lSseeReva Dhingra et al., “I mmigration Policies and

Escalations on Undocumented | mmigrants and Thei
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Moreover, HB1839 HD1 should be implemented with uniform statewide guidance, including model
forms, policies, and training. This uniformity ensures that everyone in custody receives the same
protections, regardless of where they are detained. Consistency in the application of these
protections is crucial for fostering confidence in the system.

This approach is modeled on successful policies already in place in other states,? demonstrating that
strong consent-and-notice rules can be effectively implemented with clear forms, training, and
consistent procedures. By following these best practices, we can avoid confusion and enhance the
rights of individuals in custody.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to pass HB1839 HD1. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify.

Mandy Fernandes
Policy Director
ACLU of Hawai'i

The mission of the ACLU of Hawai'i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. and
State Constitutions. The ACLU of Hawai'i fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and public
education programs statewide. The ACLU of Hawai'i is a non-partisan and private non-profit
organization founded in 1965 that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept
government funds.

2Seee.g, Cal i f or n.iABR2793(20T16RUTH Ac't



LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes.

I
!
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs
Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
Honorable Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair

RE: Testimony with Comments on H.B. 1839 H.D.1, Relating to Immigration
Hearing: February 25, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee:

My name is Ben Crep