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DEAN MINAKAMI 
Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
AND  

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVCES 
March 19, 2026 at 1:06 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 225 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 1777 HOUSE DRAFT 2 

RELATING TO HOUSING. 
 

Chairs Chang and San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Hashimoto and McKelvey, and members of 
the Committee.  
 
HHFDC supports this House Bill 1777 House Draft 2, which addresses the issue of tenant 
displacement during housing redevelopment projects. 
 
Most of HHFDC’s affordable housing projects do not displace residents. If a project does cause 
displacement, we typically require developers to provide relocation assistance. This bill provides 
a balanced approach by ensuring that affordable housing projects financed by HHFDC include 
measures to protect displaced tenants.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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OHA is increasingly concerned that many new developments often utilizing HRS §201H 
exemptions and significant state subsidies are removing older housing stock previously 
affordable to local families. While these projects may increase total unit counts, 
replacement units are frequently priced at levels that make it financially impossible for 
former tenants to return. Without clear tenant protections and a right of first offer or return, 
redevelopment can result in a net loss of truly accessible housing for the very communities 
these projects are intended to serve, an intensify anti-development sentiment. 

 
Codifying minimum standards in statute helps ensure that redevelopment efforts do 

not contribute to anti-development sentiment by providing assurances to affect 
communities. Other states have codified tenant relocation and right-of-return protections 
in statute rather than relying solely on federal requirements or contractual provisions. At 
minimum, these tenant protections should be clearly established in state law, not left 
embedded solely in HHFDC agreements, and HHFDC’s enforcement authority should be 
explicit.  

 
OHA acknowledges the amendments, which help clarify the intent and 

implementation of this measure. The clarification that the right of first offer must be 
provided prior to displacement or as soon as practicable thereafter strengthens the 
measure’s consumer protection framework and helps ensure tenants are not excluded 
from redevelopment opportunities.  
 

HB1777 HD2 creates reasonable, clearly defined community safeguards when 
public resources, regulatory exemptions, or government assistance are used to support 
housing development. It balances the need for increased housing production with fairness 
to tenants and communities who may otherwise bear the burden of redevelopment and 
displacement. 
 

For these reasons, OHA respectfully urges the committees to PASS HB1777 HD2. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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Committee:   Senate Committees on Housing & Health and Human  

Services 
Hearing Date/Time:  Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 1:06 PM 
Place:    Conference Room 225 & Via Videoconference 
Re:    Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaiʻi in SUPPORT of  

HB1777 HD2: Relating to Housing 
 
Dear Chairs Chang & San Buenaventura, Vice-Chairs Hashimoto & McKelvey, and 
Members of the Committees: 
 
The ACLU of Hawaiʻi (“ACLU-HI”) supports HB1777 HD2, which would establish 
tenant protection requirements for housing projects that receive development 
assistance from the Hawaiʻi Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) 
and result in the displacement or eviction of tenants in existing affordable rental units. 
It would also direct HHFDC to take specific actions if a developer fails to comply with 
these requirements. 
 
Tenants’ rights is a civil liberties issue. All people, regardless of their circumstances or 
background, should have access to safe and stable housing. Evictions can shape access 
to education for children, physical and mental health, and financial stability.1 Further, 
evictions are one of the direct causes of houselessness, which disproportionately affect 
communities of color. Based on 2024 Point in Time Count data, 51% of the population 
experiencing houselessness on Oʻahu identified as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.2  
 
Building affordable housing is necessary, but it should not come at the expense of 
existing renters. Those who are evicted from their homes may find themselves unable 
to afford or secure housing. This bill ensures that developers are responsible if their 
redevelopment projects displace people by providing relocation assistance, 
replacement housing payments, and the right to first return, providing existing renters 
with the first opportunity to apply for a unit in the new project. 
 

 
1 ACLU. (2022). No Eviction Without Representation: Evictions’ Disproportionate Harms and the Promise of 
Right to Counsel. https://www.aclu.org/publications/no-eviction-without-representation  
2 Partners In Care Oʻahu. (2024). Point In Time Count 2024 Comprehensive Report. 
https://www.partnersincareoahu.org/pitc  
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By passing HB1777 HD2, Hawaiʻi can ensure that tenants are treated with dignity and 
respect by establishing necessary protections from displacement. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely,  
Donavan Kamakani Albano 
Donavan Kamakani Albano 
Policy Fellow 
ACLU of Hawaiʻi 
 
 
With more than 4,000 Hawaii-based members, the mission of the American Civil Liberties Union of 

Hawai‘i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the United States and Hawai‘i State 
Constitutions through legislative, litigation, and public education work. The ACLU of Hawaiʻi is a 
non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public 
and does not accept government funds. The ACLU of Hawaiʻi has been serving our communities in 

Hawai‘i for over 60 years. 
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Testimony in SUPPORT of H.B. 1777, H.D. 2 - Relating to Housing

Submitted to the Senate Committees on Housing and Health and Human Services 
Hawaii State Legislature, Thirty-Third Legislature, 2026

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees:

I am submitting this testimony in strong support of H.B. 1777, H.D. 2, which would 
require developers receiving assistance from the Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation (HHFDC) to protect tenants displaced by redevelopment 
projects.

Hawaii's housing crisis demands bold action to increase the supply of affordable 
housing. However, we must ensure that the very communities these developments are 
meant to serve are not harmed in the process. Displacement is not a minor 
inconvenience; it tears apart families, destabilizes communities, and causes 
measurable harm to children's health and academic outcomes. It is a moral 
contradiction to build affordable housing on the backs of the low-income tenants 
we are trying to help.

H.B. 1777, H.D. 2 strikes a sensible and balanced approach by:

  • Granting displaced tenants a right of first offer for a comparable unit in 
    the new development, ensuring they can return to their community;
  • Providing meaningful replacement housing payments to bridge the gap during 
    displacement;
  • Requiring developers to proactively communicate with and support displaced 
    tenants throughout the process; and
  • Establishing clear enforcement mechanisms to hold non-compliant developers 
    accountable.

These are reasonable, targeted protections that apply specifically to projects 
already receiving public assistance through HHFDC. Developers benefiting from 
public funding, incentives, and waivers should be held to a higher standard of 
community responsibility. This bill ensures that public resources used to build 
affordable housing do not simultaneously destroy the affordable housing and the 
lives that already exist.

I urge the Committee to pass H.B. 1777, H.D. 2, and send a clear message that 
Hawaii values the stability and dignity of its most vulnerable residents.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

HOPE



 
 
 
 

Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 
Support for HB1777 HD2– Relating to Housing 

Senate Committee on Housing & Health and Human Services 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 1:06PM Conf. Rm. 325  and via Videoconference 

 

Aloha Chair Chang, Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Hashimoto, Vice Chair McKelvey, and 
members of the committees; 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB1777 HD2, which establishes a 
method of stabilizing residents who may be displaced by new HHFDC assisted projects. This 
legislation creates a framework that addresses potential tensions between our urgent need for 
new affordable housing and community concern of new developments, while protecting our 
existing communities and their residents. 

201H is one of the best tools in this state to address our housing crisis and it is critical that we 
use this tool to promote new housing in a way that stabilizes existing residents and puts in a 
method for addressing potential displacement of tenants. One of the most persistent concerns 
raised about new development, and specifically redevelopment, is the displacement of current 
residents and the permanent loss of community connections. 

HB1777 HD2 addresses the issues and concerns around displacement by establishing a clear, 
predictable framework for resident protections during redevelopment. By requiring meaningful 
relocation assistance, clear communication, and the right to return to comparable affordable 
units, the measure ensures that new housing investment does not come at the expense of people 
who already call these communities home. 

These protections could help reduce opposition to housing projects by addressing the human 
impacts of development head-on. Research consistently shows that new housing supply helps 
moderate housing costs over time, but when residents fear displacement without recourse, 
resistance hardens. This bill helps bridge that gap by allowing housing to move forward while 
maintaining trust, dignity, and stability for affected residents. 

HB1777 HD2 recognizes that housing production and resident stability are not competing goals. 
When done thoroughly, they reinforce each other. 

Importantly, this bill sets a cap on relocation assistance payments equivalent to 3 months 
rent at 60 percent AMI. This cost, spread across the total number of units within the new 
development, is nominal — but will make a huge difference in the lives of tenants experiencing 
displacement and instability. If all 130 displaced households at Kapiolani Village Apartments 
were paid the maximum relocation assistance payment provided in the bill, the total cost to the 



 
 
 
 

Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 
Support for HB1777 HD2– Relating to Housing 

Senate Committee on Housing & Health and Human Services 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 1:06PM Conf. Rm. 325  and via Videoconference 

 
developer would be $782,496. Spread across the 1,005 units in the new Kuilei Place 
development, that amounts to an additional $778.60 per unit. With expected sales prices ranging 
from $370,600 to $1,225,000, that is just 0.2% of the cost of the most affordable unit, and just 
0.06% of the cost of the most expensive unit. 

While HHFDC does have administrative rules that govern displacement, they are only 
triggered when displacement is caused directly by a state agency — not in cases like 201H 
development where private developers receive public incentives. There are also federal 
guidelines for displaced tenants in federal projects, but there are several gaps in these 
requirements that this bill would address. HHFDC has explicitly supported this bill because it 
would create a more uniform standard for how displacement is addressed across multiple project 
types. Importantly, there are currently no requirements or regulations that address tenant 
displacement when it occurs in unsubsidized, private market housing. 

HB1777 HD2 draws on recent redevelopment projects as a baseline for replacement housing 
payments. At Kapiolani Village Apartments, the developer provided tenants with the equivalent 
of 3 months rent. Iolani School is also currently redeveloping apartment units and has provided 
more than 3 months rent in relocation assistance payments. Responsible developers are already 
providing tenants with this assistance. This measure simply codifies existing practice to provide 
tenants with more certainty and security. 

Housing redevelopment projects that receive incentives from the State of Hawaiʻi should be 
subject to greater scrutiny in how they treat displaced tenants, because these projects rely on 
public support, public policy goals, and public trust. When the public extends special benefits to 
a development, through land use exemptions, financing assistance, or expedited permitting, it is 
reasonable to expect that the public interest, including the stability of existing residents, be 
protected in return. 

We respectfully urge the committee to move HB1777 HD2 forward. Mahalo for the opportunity 
to testify. 

 





 
Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 

info@hawaiiyimby.org 
 

March 19, 2026 

Senate Committee on Housing 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

RE: SUPPORT for HB 1777 HD2 - RELATING TO HOUSING 

 

Aloha Chairs Chang & San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Hashimoto & McKelvey, and 

Members of the Committee, 

 

On behalf of Hawaiʻi YIMBY, we write in support of HB 1777 HD2, which requires 

protections and assistance for tenants who are displaced by housing projects that receive 

support from the Hawaiʻi Housing Finance and Development Corporation. Hawaiʻi’s 

housing shortage remains severe and will continue to require the redevelopment of 

existing residential areas into more dense housing. As we redevelop older housing stock, it 

is essential that current residents are treated fairly and given a meaningful opportunity to 

remain part of their community. 

HB 1777 HD2 strikes an important balance by allowing housing development to move 

forward while recognizing the real human costs of displacement. The bill requires 

developers to offer displaced tenants the right of first offer to a comparable unit in the 

new project and to provide replacement housing payments and clear information about 

relocation assistance. While we agree that lowering the overall cost of building housing 

must remain a priority, we also believe that the impacts of displacement should not be 

ignored or shifted entirely onto tenants. These costs should be acknowledged as part of 

responsible redevelopment. 
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Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 

info@hawaiiyimby.org 
 

We also strongly support the bill’s emphasis on communication and transparency. 

Requiring developers to maintain contact with displaced tenants throughout the 

redevelopment process helps ensure that tenants understand their rights and are able to 

plan for their housing future. These provisions promote housing stability and reduce 

unnecessary disruption for families and communities.  

Hawai‘i YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) is a volunteer-led grassroots advocacy organization 

dedicated to supporting bold and effective solutions for Hawai‘i’s devastating housing 

crisis. Our members are deeply concerned about Hawai‘i’s chronic and worsening housing 

shortage, which has caused home prices to rise much faster than incomes and pushes 

thousands of kamaʻāina out to the mainland or into homelessness every single year. 

We ask your support for this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

Damien Waikoloa 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Edgardo Díaz Vega 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY​

​

Huey Kwik​

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 
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 PO Box 23198 • Honolulu, HI 96823 • 808-531-5502 
speaks.hawaii-can.org • info@hcanspeaks.org 

Hawai‘i Children's Action Network Speaks! is a nonpartisan 501c4 nonprofit committed to advocating 
for children and their families.  Our core issues are safety, health, and education. 

 

 
To: Senate Committees on Housing and on Health and Human Services 
Re: HB1777 HD2 – Relating to Housing 
 Hawai‘i State Capitol & Via Videoconference 
 March 19, 2026, 1:06 PM  
 
Dear Chairs Chang and San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Hashimoto and McKelvey, and Committee 
Members,   
 
On behalf of Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network Speaks!, I am writing in SUPPORT of HB1777 HD2. This 
bill requires developers developing a housing project under the Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation to assist certain tenants who are subject to displacement or eviction by the 
proposed project in certain ways and establishes consequences for a developer's noncompliance.   
 
In 2023, over one in three children in our state lived in families that spent more than 30% of their 
income on housing, which is considered a high housing cost burden. This ranks Hawai‘i a concerning 46th 
among the states for housing stability, highlighting Hawai‘i’s affordable housing crisis.1 
 
Research has shown that housing instability has harmful effects on children’s health and educational 
outcomes2 and that the stresses of childhood poverty and homelessness have both immediate and long-
term effects on keiki’s physical and mental health, behavioral self-control, academic achievement, and 
earnings as adults.3 
 
In 2024, more than 1,000 youth and young adults across the state were counted as homeless4 and 
Hawai‘i had the highest homelessness rate in the nation, more than 3.5 times the national average.5 This 
bill can help keep our families housed and avoid adding to our homelessness crisis.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide this testimony. Please pass this bill. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Nicole Woo 
Director of Research and Economic Policy 

                                                           
1 https://www.hawaii-can.org/kids_count_2025_hawaii_profile  
2 https://housingmatters.urban.org/articles/how-housing-affects-childrens-outcomes  
3 https://www.apa.org/topics/socioeconomic-status/poverty-hunger-homelessness-children  
4 https://hhdw.org/na-2024-homeless-point-in-time-counts/  
5 https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HawaiiHousingFactbook2025.pdf  
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Testimony on HB 1777 HD 2

Submitted to: Committee on Housing

Senator Stanley Chang, Chair

Senator Troy N. Hashimoto, Vice Chair

Committee on Health and Human Services

Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair

Senator Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair

From: Deborah L.K. Spencer~Chun, President and CEO of Adult Friends for Youth
(AFY).

In strong support of HBI777 HD 2 to protect local families facing displacement due
to redevelopment.

Mahalo nui loa for allowing me to testify.

As President & CEO of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY), for the past 18 years and
having worked directly with high-risk youth for over 20 years, we are dedicated to
the safety, stability, and well-being of children and youth in our communities. We
work closely with our youth and families living in public housing and
redevelopment-impacted areas, and we appreciate the opportunity to share our
perspective on House Bill l777 HD 2.

Over the past couple of years, residents of Kuhio Park Terrace have lacked clear,
precise, and meaningful communication regarding their future housing relocation
and their right to return to a new development. Many have endured significant
hardship that has contributed to mental and physical instability, which is deeply
concerning, particularly for the youth living in these households. The struggles have
been real, and families need strong voices to help advocate for them. AFY is
committed to being one of those voices alongside many others.

HB 1777 HD 2 provides essential and practical protections by ensuring:

l. A clear right of first offer ofa comparable unit in the new development;

2. Comprehensive relocation assistance for all displaced tenants, including
replacement housing payments, individualized relocation services, and
ongoing support throughout the redevelopment process; and

3. Accountability measures to ensure compliance with these requirements.

3375 Koapaka Street, Suite B290 ' Honolulu Hawaii 96819 ' (808) 833-8775 ' FAX: (808) 833-6469
afy@afyhawaii.com ' Vl/eb Page: http://www.afyhawaii.com
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From a youth-serving perspective, housing stability is foundational. HB 1777 offers
clarity, fairness, and accountability that can reduce uncertainty, minimize
displacement-related harm, and help families-—and the children within them—
remain connected to their communities.

For these reasons, Adult Friends for Youth respectfully urges your strong support of
HB 1777 HD 2. Thank you for your consideration and for your continued
commitment to housing policies that protect families and promote the well-being of
youth.

I appreciate your time on this matter!

Respectfully submitted, Deborah L.K. Spencer-Chun

3375 Koapaka Street, Suite B290 ~ Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 ~ (808) 833-8775 ~ FAX: (808) 833-6469
afy@afyhawaii.com ' Web Page: http://www.afyhawaii.com



 

Mar 19, 2026 

The Honorable Stanley Chang, Chair​
Senate Committee on Housing​
The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair​
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services​
The Thirty-Third Legislature​
State Capitol​
State of Hawaii​
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

SUBJECT: HB1777 HD2 — Relating to Housing 

Chairs Chang and San Buenaventura and Members of the Committees:  

Aloha Independent Living Hawaii (AILH) is a Center for Independent Living 
(CIL) serving people with all types of disabilities statewide. We strongly 
support HB1777 HD2. 

HB1777 HD2 recognizes that when affordable housing is produced with 
support from the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
(HHFDC), tenants in existing rental housing should not pay the price 
through displacement, loss of supports, and increased risk of homelessness. 
The bill requires developers receiving HHFDC assistance to: offer certain 
displaced tenants a right of first offer for a comparable unit, provide 
time-limited replacement housing payments, share information on available 
assistance and how to exercise the right of first offer, and maintain 
communication with displaced tenants; it also establishes enforcement 
tools for HHFDC when a developer does not comply. 

From an Independent Living perspective, displacement is not just a housing 
issue; it is a community integration issue. Residential instability and forced 
moves are strongly linked to worse health, educational, and behavioral 
outcomes for children and youth, including increased anxiety, depression, 
and emergency department use. These impacts are especially severe for 
disabled children and adults who rely on nearby providers, transit routes, 



 

personal assistants, neighbors, and family members as informal support 
networks. 

Hawaii’s housing and homelessness data show why strong displacement 
protections are necessary. In 2024, an estimated 6,389 people experienced 
homelessness statewide, with the majority on Oahu and over half of people 
on Oahu unsheltered. Hawaii has one of the highest homelessness rates in 
the nation, with about 81 out of every 10,000 residents experiencing 
homelessness in 2024, representing roughly 11,637 people. Cost burden is a 
major driver: statewide, severely cost-burdened low-income renters 
frequently have to sacrifice essentials like food and health care to pay for 
housing. 

People with disabilities are particularly at risk. In Hawaii, 61% of people with 
disabilities in renter households below the ALICE Threshold are 
rent-burdened, paying more than 35% of their income on rent. For many 
disabled renters, even a short-term displacement or modest rent increase 
can trigger homelessness or force a move away from critical medical, 
cultural, and social supports that make community living possible. When 
redevelopment removes existing units that were affordable to households at 
or below 140% of area median income without strong protections, we risk 
losing some of the only housing options that keep disabled people and other 
low-income tenants stably housed. 

HB1777 HD2 directly addresses this by tying tenant protections to 
HHFDC-assisted projects that displace or evict tenant households living in 
units affordable to families at or below 140% of area median income. The bill 
requires developers in these projects to: 

●​ Offer displaced or evicted tenants a right of first offer to a 
comparable unit in the proposed housing project, before 
displacement or eviction or as soon as practicable thereafter.​
 

●​ Provide a replacement housing payment equal to the lesser of three 
months of the tenant’s current rent or three months of rent 
affordable to a two-person household at 60% of area median income.​
 



 

●​ Provide, directly or through a contracted service, information about 
relocation assistance and how to exercise the right of first offer when 
a comparable unit becomes available.​
 

●​ Establish procedures to track and maintain communication with 
displaced or evicted tenants starting 120 days before the notice to 
vacate and continuing through project completion, until tenants have 
either exercised or declined the right of first offer. 

The measure also clarifies that “comparable unit” includes decency, safety, 
size, financial feasibility, functional equivalence, and reasonable access to 
public utilities, services, and employment. Importantly, the bill does not 
require a project to recreate identical units, but it ensures that the tenants 
who are supposed to benefit from new affordable units are not simply 
pushed out of the way. 

From the perspective of disability and Independent Living: 

1.​ The right of first offer promotes continuity of supports and reduces 
institutionalization risk. People with disabilities often cluster near 
accessible transit, clinics, service agencies, and ohana. When 
redevelopment occurs without a meaningful return mechanism, 
tenants can be scattered into less accessible neighborhoods, 
increasing the likelihood of institutional placement or chronic 
homelessness.​
 

2.​ Time-limited replacement housing payments help bridge the gap for 
cost-burdened disabled tenants. For renters already paying more 
than 35% of income on housing, even the first month’s rent and 
deposit in a new unit can be an insurmountable barrier. The 
three-month payment tied to affordable rent benchmarks is a 
pragmatic, time-limited tool to prevent acute crises while tenants 
transition.​
 

3.​ Required communication and information sharing improves 
accessibility and equity. Disabled tenants, including those with 



 

cognitive, sensory, or mental health disabilities, may not know what 
help is available or how to navigate relocation processes. Proactive, 
ongoing communication and clear information (ideally in accessible 
formats) reduce confusion, exploitation risk, and trauma associated 
with displacement.​
 

4.​ Enforcement mechanisms make the protections meaningful. Allowing 
HHFDC to delay threshold review, halt relocation, withhold funds, or 
deem developers temporarily ineligible ensures that tenant 
protections are not optional. This aligns with the House Judiciary & 
Hawaiian Affairs Committee’s finding that clear, enforceable 
safeguards are necessary to balance housing production with fairness 
to tenants. 

For housing, HB1777 HD2 is a critical tool to ensure that HHFDC-assisted 
housing production does not result in a net loss of truly accessible and 
affordable housing for the tenants most at risk of homelessness. For health 
and human services, the bill serves as a public health measure that reduces 
the adverse health, mental health, and developmental harms associated 
with residential instability, especially for disabled children and adults. 

For these reasons, AILH respectfully urges the Committees to pass HB1777 
HD2. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of Hawaii’s 
disability community. 

Aloha, 

 

Roxanne Bolden 

Executive Director 
 



https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/02/o%ca%bbahu-public-housing-tenants-promised-relocation-help-hit-dead-ends/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/02/o%ca%bbahu-public-housing-tenants-promised-relocation-help-hit-dead-ends/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/02/o%ca%bbahu-public-housing-tenants-promised-relocation-help-hit-dead-ends/


https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/news-release-the-hawai%CA%BBi-public-housing-authority-announces-master-developer-to-create-more-than-10000-affordable-rental-units/
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2025/09/2025-0909-III.L.-Khuio-Park_Info-SECURED.pdf
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doneileen Willets Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

My name is Doneileen Willets and I stand in FULL SUPPORT of Bill HB1777. This bill entails 
more than just protection for our residents, it brings clarity and light on situations that should 
involve sustainable needs for our communities. It would help prevent displacement and 
disruption, and bring communication and transparency.  

During our transition my family have developed health issues, anxiety and stress. Time taken 
from work, rescheduling appointments, arranging applications to a new school. I'm just speaking 
by example. As a working class family this move has only offered overwhelming life 
challenges.  

We would love to see inspirational changes in these matters in the future. Clear expectations, 
shared goals, and active engagement. Hopefully Bill HB1777 would provide some sense of 
accountability. 

Mahalo for allowing me to testify. 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the passing of HB1777 to insure that current residents are given the opportunity to 
secure housing in the new project.  Considerations must include residents' job, school and 
community relationships.  We cannot displace and uproot residents who have deep connections 
in the communities in which they live. 
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Mona Bomgaars Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Certainly the least a developer can do when removing a renter during renovations or rebuilding a 
property is provide interim housing. I support this bill. 

  

 

c.shoji
Late


	HB-1777-HD-2_Dean Minakami
	LATE-HB-1777-HD-2_Office of Hawaiian Affairs

