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HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 9:57:02 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cassidy Condit Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a constituent and a resident of Oahu and I am writing in support of HB1764. Our family has 

benefited greatly from the Hawai'i State Public Library System and the enrichment programs it 

has offered over the years. I believe that establishing the Music Accessibility Pilot Program to 

expand access to public concerts and musical education throughout the State would greatly 

enrich our community. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Cassidy Condit 

99-581 Honohina St 

Aiea, HI 96701 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 10:02:40 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorna Takehara Strand Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

For a state as small in population as Hawa i is, we are so fortunate to have a world class 

symphony orchestra.  Everyone should have an opportunity to share in its reperatoire, and this 

bill will allow the orchestra to perform in public spaces for public enjoyment.  Please pass this 

bill. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 11:05:44 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rie Schmidt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a music teacher and educator and new resident to Honolulu, I fully 

support HB1764 to expand access to public concerts and musical education throughout Hawaii. 

I hope this bill with be passed.  

 





HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 11:44:17 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patty Chang Pezzella Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill- HB1764. 

  

Thank you, Patty Chang Pezzella 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 11:56:00 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lindsey Heathcock Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha as a parent and pediatrician I wholeheartedly support this bill. Creating more opportunities 

for children to learn music and be exposed to music is great for their development and growth. 

My family has enjoyed many community events thanks to the symphony and we look forward to 

more. 

Lindsey Heathcock MD 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 12:26:41 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maureen Buckley Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha no, I am writing in support of HYB1764, the bill establishing music accessibility pilot 

programs within the Hawai'i State Library System to expand access to public concerts and 

musical education throughout our state. As a retired D.O.E classroom and District Level 

Resource teacher, I speak from experience about the value and importance of music accessibilty. 

Music was an essential part of the daily proceedings in my classroom, regardless of the grade 

level. It is a leveling factor that can be related to no matter one's age, cultural, religious, or 

political beliefs. Music helps bring us all together, especially in times as challenging as we are 

currently living in. I respectfully encourage you to PLEASE support this piece of legislation. It is 

so extremely important to the very fabric of our Lahui Hawai'i.  

Mahalo Nui Loa, 

Maureen Buckley 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 12:26:46 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Girish Varma Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

It is my position that arts and music education are essential for the development of humans 

whose values exceed the attainment of comfort, security and financial sovereignty.  If students 

and developing adults are not provided with the means to engage with art and music, they run the 

risk of becoming only workers who exist only in the bubble of business, working for money and 

then using it to seek pleasure from things that are destructive to themselves and/or others and the 

environment (drugs, alcohol, gambling, sex, etc.) rather than seeking pleasure from things that 

are constructive such as books, theater, arts and music.  Access to arts and music is critical for 

perpetuating a healthy society.  Please support making access to music and music education a 

higher priority. 

Girish Varma 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 12:31:56 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Lei Perron Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a former educator, librarian and currently a public library manager, I have witnessed the 

positive results of collaboration between libraries and orchestras. As a teacher-librarian on 

Oahu's Windward Side it became evident that many students/families cannot access the Hawaii 

Symphony Orchestra (HSO) and/or musical performances in general. As a Public Library 

Manager on Maui, I realized it was even more difficult to gain access to HSO. Whether such 

exclusion is the result of geography, finances, or lack of time may be irreperable. 

However expanding access to public concerts and musical education throughout the state 

lies within your power. Please recognize how music has the ability to inspire, heal, and bring 

our people together. Let HB1674 be Hawaii's catalyst for harmony at a time when  discord 

divides our country.  Mahalo 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 12:39:38 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberley Dixon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am here to testify to the impact that HSO has in our community and in my personal life. When 

considering what state/CITY we should retire to my husband and I placed a high priority on 

whether or not we would be able to attend a symphony on a regular basis. Honolulu was the 

winner in our case. We enjoy attending the symphony and bringing along guests and friends who 

have never experienced it. Please consider making this wonderful symphony the official 

symphony for this great city and state.  

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 1:08:54 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcia Kemble Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Greetings Committee Members, 

I am writing in support of HB 1764, which would expand access to public concerts and musical 

education throughout the State through the State Library System. This is a wonderful way to 

expose more members of the public to quality music programs. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Marcia Kemble 

Makiki 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 2:59:03 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martha Nakajima Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill.  Thank you, Martha Nakajima, Honolulu 

 





For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to pass HB1764. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

Respectfully, 

William Weeshoff 

 







HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 4:08:28 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beppie Shapiro Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We and our children and grandchildren on Oahu have been privileged to be able to attend 

Symphony concerts, and benefit from in-school music exposure. Some of this has reached our 

neighbor islands, but it's scarily dependent on fund-raising. This bill will establish a pilot 

showing the value of Symphony educational program across the islands. I heartily endorse it. 

Please pass HB1764 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 4:12:50 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

lynne matusow Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Music is so important. I have heard musicians tell me that when they were growing up in the 60s 

they listened to music on the radio and worked out how to play the melodies and chords. Music 

is also therapeutic. How wonderful it would be to expand access to public concerts and music 

education throughout the State. Please move this bill forward.  

  

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 5:21:11 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ana Trovinger Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This past year, the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra has taken inspiring strides to expand their 

discount and advertising of offerings for groups such as students, first responders, and military 

personnel. This initiative has opened doors for families like ours to experience the transformative 

power of live concerts. Supporting the orchestra allows us to enjoy beautiful music. Supporting 

accessibility would enriches our community by making this a universal experience reasonably 

available to all. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 5:23:45 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley de Coligny Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I'm a Kaneohe resident writing in support of this bill to expand music access and education in 

Hawaii.  

Mahalo,  

Ashley de Coligny 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 6:06:08 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brandon Cha Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

To the honorable members of the House Committee, 

  

I submit this testimony in support of this bill, and ask you to favorablly recommend it out of your 

committee's hearing. 

  

Thank you for your time. 

 





HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 7:03:38 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bruce L Hultgren Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I wish to express my support for this pilot program that would help expand access to world class 

music in our community, particularly for our keiki. 

The addition of music in a child's life is a great gift, and has a positive long term effect on a 

child' s future. 

Please support this bill.  We are fortunate to have the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra in our 

community.  Increasing access to it for our youth would be very beneficial. 

Thank you 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 8:34:04 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marsha Nager Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As residents of Kaua'i and former residents of Nashville, we have had the privilege of 

experiencing wonderful orchestral music. However, we have found that the Honolulu Symphony 

Orchestra has truly surpassed our previous experiences. 

  

We are proud supporters of the HSO and attend as many concerts as possible. The caliber of the 

musicians is exceptional, particularly under the direction of conductor Dane Lam. Music is a 

vital component of any city, and we believe the HSO should be revered and appreciated for the 

excellence they bring to our community. 

  

I am writing to urge you to please support the HSO and help ensure their continued success. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/1/2026 10:41:23 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thalia L Woodward Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Music is integral to a community - as an expression of our world and as a way to share an 

experience. Especially during this devastating and scary time for our nation, it's even more 

urgent that we protect and support the arts. As a piano teacher of 51 years, I have witnessed how 

music can be a enriching outlet for children and provide safe and rewarding ways for them to 

succeed. Please pass this bill! 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/1/2026 12:08:45 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacqueline Beckman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of this bill HB1764 to establishe the Music Accessibility Pilot Program within 

the Hawaii State Public Library System to expand access to public concerts and musical 

education throughout the State. As an educator and parent this is an innovative way to motivate 

youth and interest in music and the arts. 

 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THRTY-TH1RD LEGISLATURE, 2026 H . B. N

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO THE MUSIC ACCESSIBILITY PILOT PROGRAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. (a) There is established the music

2 accessibility pilot program within the Hawaii state public

3 library system. Under the pilot program, the Hawaii state

4 public library system shall expand access to public concerts and

5 musical education throughout the State, ensuring that residents

6 in the counties of Hawaii, Kaua±, and Maui have access to public

7 concerts and musical education; support local musicians and

8 cultural collaboration; and encourage the commission of new

9 works that reflect Hawaii’s unique heritage. The Hawaii state

10 public library system may collaborate with the Hawaii Symphony

11 Orchestra and other organizations to implement the pilot

12 program.

13 (b) The Hawaii state public library system shall submit

14 the following reports to the legislature:

15 (1) A progress report on the music accessibility pilot

16 program no later than twenty days prior to the

17 convening of the regular session of 2027; and

2026—0354 HB HMSO
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1 (2) A final report of findings and recommendations,

2 including a recommendation as to whether the pilot

3 program should be extended, modified, or discontinued,

4 no later than twenty days prior to the convening of

5 the regular session of 2028.

6 (c) The music accessibility pilot program shall cease to

7 exist on June 30, 2028.

8 SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general

9 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $600,000 or so much

10 thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 for the

11 music accessibility pilot program, includihg for costs

12 associated with travel expenses and payment to musicians for

13 public concerts; provided that this appropriation shall not

14 lapse at the end of the fiscal biennium for which the

15 appropriation is made; provided further that all moneys from the

16 appropriation unencumbered as of June 30, 2028, shall lapse as

17 of that date.

18 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the Hawaii state

19 public library system for the purposes of this Act.

20 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

21
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H.B. NO. 176’t

Report Title:
Music Accessibility Pilot Program; Hawaii State Public Library
System; Hawaii Symphony Orchestra; Appropriation

Description:
Establishes the Music Accessibility Pilot Program within the
Hawaii State Public Library System to expand access to public
concerts and musical education throughout the State.
Appropriates funds.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/1/2026 7:57:32 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deborah Wallace Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

It is so important that we make music part of our education system for our children. 

The Hawaii state library system is a wonderful way to do this both offering education and 

concerts. 

I fully and wholeheartedly support this bill 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/1/2026 8:05:53 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tom Wallace Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support hb1764 to establish the music accessibility program. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 5:48:40 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tyler Graham Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Exposing public library visitors to the symphony is a great use of funds and an excellent way to 

create connections in our communities. Strongly support! 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 8:48:32 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ilana Nimz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the music accessibility pilot program, which will expand access to music throughout 

the State. Music is so important to Hawaii, and exposure to music at all ages is excellent for skill 

development, mental health and community.  

 







HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 9:57:02 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barrie Kealoha Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

There is ample evidence that exposure to music and musi clearning programs, especially for 

children and those from underprivileged backgrounds, is incredibly beneficial for cognititve and 

community growth. 

Hawaii Public Librayr is a vital facet of our society, and extending music programs through their 

system would have a wonderfule ffect on our communities. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 10:41:52 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vicky Cayetano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong and Committee Members,  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to submit testimony in proud and grateful support of 

HB1764, which establishes the Music Acccessibility Pilot Program within the Hawai'i State 

Public Libarary System to expand access to public concerts and musical education throughout 

the State.  

Growing up in a family where music was the dessert at the end of every dinner, I'm grateful to 

have personally experienced the joy and healing of music in one's life. My father would 

say  "just as you need food for the body, you need music for the soul".  We need that music and 

soul in our community now, more than ever especially for our keiki.  

HB1764 provides expanded access that will not only impact lives, but I believe change lives. 

Thank you very much for your consideration .  

Very respectfully,  

Vicky Cayetano  

  

  

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 10:49:20 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Rich Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha  

Rep. Jeanne Kapela, Chair 

Rep. Sam Satoru Kong, Vice Chair 

I am in Strong Support for HB1764. 

Linda Rich 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:11:31 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Jane Austin Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in full support of this Bill.  Living on the Westside of the island, opportunities for musical 

performances are limited.  Many low-income residents simply cannot afford the high cost of 

theatre tickets or have the ability to travel to Honolulu where most performance venues are.   

I was blessed this past summer when both Nanakuli and Waianae public libraries put on 

programs offering a variety of musical performance, from quartets to groups from the University 

to local halau willing to step up.   

Libraries are essential to our communities - but they are, I believe, at a pivot point.  With so 

many choosing to use e-readers, their role as a lender of books has changed.  While that is a 

whole other discussion, I believe their role as sources of information and their interaction with 

the broader community is essential to our well-being.  This Bill, will enable our libraries to 

continue to enhance local community lives by allowing access to more musical performances. 

Thank you.  

Susan Austin 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:13:34 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

susan hogan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Successful passage and implementation of HB1764 will provide Hawaii's families with increased 

access to not only music and music education but with all the resources our wonderful libraries 

have to offer. It will bring people in and together.  

 





HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:38:34 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jill White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My adult son with autism has very few options when it comes to community outings. Concerts 

are the joy of his life! Thank you for keeping the arts accessible to all! Mahalo Nui Lia for your 

time and attention to this important matter for society.  

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:42:26 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wailani Kontic Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1764 because access to music in a safe, inclusive environment like public libraries 

is an outstanding idea. Instrumental music helps brain processing and comprehension, and 

expanding libraries' reach to collaborate with music organizations will further expose young 

people and their families to music, which is so important. I personally have attended a chamber 

music performance at the Kaimuki Library, and can vouch for the benefits of accessibe, free 

programs like these.  

 











HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 12:34:34 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hannah Watanabe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I SUPPORT HB1764 because access to music in a safe, inclusive environment like the public 

libraries is a terrific idea. Instrumental music helps the brain to process and comprehend. 

Collaboration between the libraries and music organizations will further exposure for young 

people and their families. I personally have attended several music events at Waikiki & Salt Lake 

Public Library and can vouch for the benefits of programs like these. Music connects 

communities and for the keiki who attend, it allows them to have a chance to see live 

performances and interact with the musicians who are performing. I've seen people come in tired 

and leave with a smile on their faces after hearing the performances at the libraries. It is a great 

opportunity to expand the reach and what our libraries do to serve the community. Libraries are a 

vital part of the community. I hope you will support this bill to allow libraries to further the great 

work they already are doing in our communities. 

 





https://youtu.be/221O-kZZLHQ?si=HbTUwvE6ZxYO2XTb
https://youtu.be/wk_-tt1r-dQ?si=17Br9iKaMNKxxyK0


Band Director, Kaimuki Intermediate School (1992-1993) 

Band Director, (Aiea Intermediate School (1992) 

Former President Oahu Band Directors Association 

Former Chairperson Oahu Band Directors Association High School Select Band 

Director, Hawai'i All State Marching Band 2024 Tournament of Roses Parade 

Pasadena,California 

https://youtu.be/V6DgvvVNc7c?si=_nQ6DGEqKbgWjHYQ 

  

 

https://youtu.be/V6DgvvVNc7c?si=_nQ6DGEqKbgWjHYQ




HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 1:03:25 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Sergent Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I SUPPORT HB1764 because access to music in a safe, inclusive environments like our public 

libraries is wonderful idea. I have personally attended and enjoyed several free community 

concerts hosted by the Salt Lake-Moanalua, Kaimuki, Waikiki-Kapahulu library branches. It has 

been great to see these concerts attended by community members who may not otherwise attend 

performances due to lack of accessibility. These performances create a more inviting space for, 

in particular, families with young children who may be more hesitant to attend concerts in a 

more formal setting. Young children especially stand to benefit from this program as music helps 

the brain process, comprehend, and develop other skills.  

Collaboration between the libraries and music organizations will further exposure for young 

people and their families. 

 







HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 3:57:26 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret A. Perkinson, 

PhD 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1764. 

Margaret A. Perkinson, PhD 

 











HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 6:37:39 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gabrielle Igarta Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of HB1764 because access to music in a safe, inclusive environment like 

the public libraries expands the areas where music education can reach. Libraries are a vital 

structure for the public to access knowledge, especially to rural areas where the local library is a 

lifeline for necessary services. Collaboration between the libraries and music organizations will 

further expose music to young people and their families, and other library patrons who may 

otherwise not be regular concert attendees, thus strengthening a sense of community. 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 8:55:13 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Wilmer Patio Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please provide our children and community the opportunities for growth, confidence building, 

connection and joy that music can provide.  In a time of so much divisiveness, we need more 

positive outlets like this to bring us together.  I am in full support of this measure. 

 









HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 10:11:12 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Meehan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support HB 1764.  

This bill establishes the Music Accessibility Pilot Program within the Hawaii State Public 

Library System and expands access to public concerts and musical education throughout the 

State.  

As a supporter of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, the Masterworks Series and other programs, 

acess to live music of all kinds is important to our culture, the arts and our way of life. 

Funds are needed for this program.  Please support HB 1764. Thank you. 

Ted Meehan 

 



HB-1764 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 10:56:14 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ginny tiu Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Thank you very much for your consideration to support HB1764. Designating our world class 

Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State's symphony orchestra would give Hawaii one more 

thing to be so proud of.  

  

Mahalo, 

Ginny Tiu 
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Jennifer Chiwa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Representative Kapela, Vice Chair Representative Kong and Members of the 

Committee on Culture and the Arts. 

Please support HB 1764 which, to my understanding, would be helpful to the people of Hawaii 

by allowing more access to public concerts and musical education. 

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa  

Makiki and life long resident of Oahu  

  

 





 

February 2, 2026 
 
The Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawai‘i 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
 
Culture and Arts 
Honorable, Jeanne Kapela, Chair 
Honorable, Sam Satoru Kong, Vice Chair 
Honorable Members of the House Committee on Culture & Arts 
 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1764; Music Accessibility Pilot Program 
 
 

Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Christopher Cabrera, and I serve as the General Manager of Chamber Music 
Hawai‘i (CMH). I am writing in strong support of HB1764, the Music Accessibility Pilot Program. 
 
Public libraries are among Hawai‘i’s most powerful and underutilized cultural assets. Beyond 
access to books, technology, and educational services, libraries function as trusted community 
gathering spaces where residents of all ages can engage in lifelong learning. HB1764 
recognizes this reality by investing in music as an essential public good delivered through an 
existing statewide infrastructure. 
 
With 52 branches across the islands, the Hawai‘i State Public Library System inherently embeds 
equity across geography and demographics. Access to live music through libraries is not 
determined by zip code, income level, or island of residence. This bill ensures that cultural 
access is built into the system itself. 
 
Chamber Music Hawai‘i is uniquely positioned to speak to the merits of this proposal. Founded 
in 1982, CMH presents our resident ensembles (Galliard String Quartet, Honolulu Brass Quintet, 
Spring Wind Quintet) through concerts and educational presentations. Made up of members 
from the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Hawaiian Band, our musicians are 
experienced and highly trained professionals. Through our Statewide Touring Program, we have 
partnered extensively with the Hawai‘i State Public Library System to deliver free, high-quality 
chamber music performances across Hawai‘i Island, Kaua‘i, Lāna‘i, Maui, Moloka‘i, and O‘ahu. 
On average, CMH presents approximately 30 free performances and musical demonstrations 
annually in libraries, schools, and community spaces.  
 
Since the fall of 2022, we’ve proudly visited and performed at over 20 library branches, serving 
over 1,300 community members: 
 
Aina Haina Public Library 
Hanapēpē Public Library 
Hawai‘i Kai Public Library 
Honokaʻa Public Library 
Kahuku Public and School Library 

Kailua Public Library 
Kāne‘ohe Public Library 
Kapolei Public Library 
Kihei Public Library 
Lahainaluna High School 
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Lāna‘i Public and School Library 
Laupāhoehoe Public and School Library 
Liliha Public Library 
Mililani Public Library 
Moanalua Public Library 
Nāʻālehu Public Library 

Nānākuli Public Library 
Pearl City Public Library 
Salt-Lake Moanalua Public Library 
Waianae Public Library 
Waikīkī-Kapahulu Public Library 
Waimea Public Library 

 
From our firsthand experience, library-based music programming supports learning, not just 
entertainment. These performances frequently incorporate narration, musical demonstrations, 
and audience interaction, aligning directly with libraries’ educational missions. For keiki and 
students, these programs reinforce listening skills, curiosity, and musical literacy. For adults and 
kūpuna, live music in libraries fosters cognitive engagement, social connection, and overall 
well-being. Libraries offer an accessible, welcoming environment where first-time audiences feel 
comfortable engaging with live music. 
 
HB1764 also represents a high return on investment for the State. Library-based performances 
require minimal overhead, utilize existing public spaces, and consistently draw strong 
attendance due to their free and accessible nature. A single allocation of $600,000 has the 
potential to support hundreds of performances across multiple islands, while also enabling 
partnerships with several local arts organizations. Rather than creating a new delivery system, 
this pilot program strengthens and scales a model that is already working. 
 
Importantly, this bill also supports Hawai‘i-based musicians serving the public. The Music 
Accessibility Pilot Program helps sustain local artists, provides meaningful employment 
opportunities, and keeps cultural resources circulating within our communities. It invests in 
Hawai‘i’s creative workforce while delivering tangible public benefit. 
 
CMH’s track record demonstrates proof of concept. The demand is real, the infrastructure 
exists, and the outcomes are measurable. In our experience, when music is brought into 
libraries, communities show up. The impact is immediate and lasting. 
 
In short, HB1764 formalizes a proven approach to cultural access, education, and equity by 
leveraging the statewide reach of our public libraries. For these reasons, Chamber Music 
Hawai‘i strongly supports HB1764.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Christopher Cabrera 
General Manager 
Chamber Music Hawai‘i 
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interacting as she imagined them while the music played. She described sunshine and storms 

before the maestro magically put everything to sleep. 

I repeat, exposure to quality performance cannot come too soon.  

Please begin this pilot program, then quickly expand it for the benefit of all our children. 

Thank you for considering my testimony. 

 



​  

February 3, 2026 
 
To whom It May Concern:  
 
I support HB1764 because access to music in a safe, inclusive environment like a public library is a terrific 
idea! There are countless studies that document the positive effects of music. Collaborations between libraries 
and music organizations will expose more people to the healing effects of music and broaden the connections 
between arts organizations and our community. I have personally attended music programs at libraries in Salt 
Lake, Kaimuki and Waikiki: people love it. The arts create a more vibrant community and this idea seems like a 
no-brainer. I support!  
 
 
 
 

​  
Joseph Stepec ​  
Associate Professor of Music 
University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa ​  
 
Symphony Program Director 
Hawai’i Youth Symphony  
 
Artistic Director 
Pacific Music Institute​ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​  

​ ​ ​ ​  
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Kiara Womack Individual Support 
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Comments:  

I write in strong support of HB 1764. 

Mahalo nui, Kiara 
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Gena Whitten Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support  making classical music accessible through our public libraries and 

schools.  Thank you. 
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Lucy Goodell Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Public Library offers a wonderful platform for making concerts and music education 

accessible to the public. I support the program to spread the benefits of music to a wider 

audience and especially to the young people. 

Lucy Goodell 
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Representative Jeanne Kapela, Chair 
Representative Sam Satoru Kong, Vice Chair 
Committee on Culture & Arts  
 
RE: HB 1764 - Relating to the Music Accessibility Pilot Program – In Support 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026; 9:30 AM 
Conference room 309 

 
Aloha Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong and members of the committee: 
 
As a Board of Director of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) and on-behalf of 
Servco Pacific, Inc., I am writing in support of HB 1764, which establishes the Music 
Accessibility Pilot Program within the Hawaii State Public Library System to expand 
access to public concerts and musical education throughout the State, and 
appropriate funds. 
 
This bill aligns with HSO’s mission to serve all of Hawaii.  It expands access to residents of 
Hawaii, Kauai and Maui, who often have fewer opportunities for live orchestral events, 
to gain greater access to concerts and music education.  The bill also provides funding 
to help cover travel costs for musicians, ensuring music professionals can sustainably 
participate in statewide cultural programming.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  We ask for your favorable 
consideration in passing HB 1764 as it would help the orchestra reach more residents, 
enhance community well-being, expand cultural equity statewide, and bring orchestral 
music to places it normally cannot reach due to logistics and cost.   
 
Peter Dames 
President & CEO 
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Comments:  

I am in heavy favor of House Bill 1764. 

200 years ago, American missionaries came to the Kingdom of Hawai`i. They deemed that 
Hawaiian chant was sinful and against Christian beliefs, so they suppressed it. Even worse, 
the bans on teaching in Olelo Hawai`i further suppressed the transmission of Hawaiian 
music, an artistic medium deeply tied to language. 

Today, work has been ongoing to revive this part of culture, but comprehensive music 
education is only accessible in 5% of our public schools, which includes performance, 
theory, creation, and especially history. I strongly believe that HB1764 can solve this 
problem. 

Personally, I am super invested in this bill because I love making music, and I am lucky 
enough to be in a school where the deep history of our islands' music is taught in a way that 
we can understand and associate with. These lessons give so much meaning to the mele I 
perform, and I believe that this history is vital to having a holistic understanding of our 
culture. I realize just how many students aren't as fortunate as myself, and I 
wholeheartedly stand in support of this bill. 

  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Ryan O'Shea 

Sophomore at Kalaheo HS  
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Angela Young 
CARES | Community 
Advocacy Research 
Education Services 

Support Remotely Via 
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Comments:  

Please consider amendment to consult with nonprofits, businesses, other state offices & county 
offices such as Friends of the Library and Department of Education to implement an effective 
problem.  
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