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February 26, 2026 
 

The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair 
House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
State Capitol, Conference Room 325 & Videoconference 
 
RE: House Bill 1738, HD1, Relating to Land-Use Decision Making 
 

HEARING: Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR supports House Bill 1738, HD1, which provides the 
authority for counties to amend district boundaries involving land areas of greater than 
fifteen but no more than twenty-five acres for purposes of residential housing, 
agricultural workforce housing, long-term rental, or workforce fee simple ownership. 
Effective 7/1/3000.  

 
The Land Use Commission (“LUC”) is responsible for classifying land into urban, 

rural, agricultural, and conservation districts. The LUC also reviews and decides on land 
use district boundary amendment petitions involving the reclassification of more than 
fifteen acres in the agricultural, rural, or urban districts, provided the land is not within 
the conservation district or designated as important agricultural lands. Parcels smaller 
than 15 acres may be reclassified by the counties. 

 
At the county level, the process includes multiple opportunities for public input, 

including presentations to neighborhood boards and public testimony before the county 
Planning Commission and City Council. Hawaii continues to face a serious housing 
shortage, including a critical need for both residential and workforce housing. HAR 
believes that increasing the acreage threshold from 15 to 25 acres for county approval 
to amend district boundaries for residential and workforce housing projects will still 
allow for meaningful public participation and oversight while supporting the production 
of much needed housing in our state. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
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HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 3:29:32 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janice K T Shiira  Shimanchu Wai protectors  Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

. 

 









HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 8:38:56 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

laurel brier 
Kauai Climate Action 

Coalition 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 appears to be another attempt to circumvent due process to advantage developers, 

increase their profits, in the name of affordable housing with LUC as the scapegoat. It 

limits  critical land use oversight mechanism that consistently and efficiently safeguards the 

public trust, Native Hawaiian rights, and other public interests in large land use changes - for 

little to no benefit to housing development. STRONG OPPOSITION HB1738 

 



 
  
Feb. 26, 2026, 2 p.m. 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Conference Room 325 and Videoconference 
 
To: House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
      Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
      Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 
 
From: Grassroot Institute of Hawaii​
            Ted Kefalas, Director of Strategic Campaigns 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1738 HD1 — RELATING TO LAND USE DECISION-MAKING 
 
Aloha chair, vice chair and other committee members, 
 
The Grassroot Institute supports HB1738 HD1, which would give the counties authority to amend district 
boundaries involving land areas greater than 15 acres but no more than 25 acres for the purpose of residential 
housing, agricultural workforce housing, long-term rentals or workforce fee simple ownership.  
 
This measure correctly identifies one of the causes of Hawaii’s housing crisis: excessive red tape. As Grassroot 
explained in its 2020 report “Reform the Hawaii LUC to encourage more housing,” the state Land Use 
Commission’s authority over district boundary amendments greater than 15 acres often puts a roadblock in 
the way of new housing projects.1  
 
The LUC review process for DBAs can be lengthy and complicated. Applicants must navigate multiple rounds of 
filings as well as possible appeals, which can significantly delay even modest housing developments. These 
delays and the uncertainty that accompanies the approval process add to the cost of construction, which 
ultimately drives up home prices. 
 
Moreover, LUC review of DBAs often duplicates work done by county councils, zoning boards and planning 
departments. When a proposed project already complies with county plans and ordinances, redundant 
state-level review undermines local authority without significantly advancing the public interest. 
 

1 Jackson Makanikeoe Grubbe, “Reform the Hawaii LUC to encourage more housing,” Grassroot Institute of Hawaii, September 2020.  
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Expanding the counties’ authority to approve DBAs for new housing would help streamline the approval 
process while reducing the burden on the LUC. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Ted Kefalas 
Director of strategic campaigns 
Grassroot Institute of Hawaii 
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Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

February 26, 2026 

TO: Chair Tarnas and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
RE: HB 1738 HD1, Relating to Transit-Oriented Development 
 
Dear Chair Tarnas and Committee Members, 
 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a nonprofit dedicated to creating opportunities for 
Hawai‘i’s next generation by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
 
We support House Bill 1738 HD1. By ensuring that counties cannot impose regulations 
that undermine transit-supportive densities in designated transit-oriented 
development (TOD) zones, this bill promotes more efficient land use and supports the 
creation of vibrant, accessible communities.  
 
The bill focuses on TOD zones and infrastructure improvement areas, ensuring that 
the prohibition applies only where transit-supportive densities are most appropriate 
and beneficial. Allowing higher densities in TOD areas aligns with best practices 
observed in other regions where housing supply has been expanded near public 
transit, resulting in greater affordability and reduced reliance on personal vehicles.  
 
Removing local barriers to density in these zones can help unlock much-needed 
housing opportunities, particularly for working families and young residents who are 
increasingly priced out of Hawai‘i’s artificially restricted residential housing markets.  
 
We are grateful for your careful consideration of House Bill 1738 HD1.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  

hawaiisfuture.org 
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Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Judiciary & 
Hawaiian Affairs Committee, 
 
The Hawaiʻi Farmers Union is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy nonprofit representing 
a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters across the Hawaiian 
Islands. HFU supports the intent of HB1738. 
 
HB1738 empowers counties to fast-track agricultural workforce housing but risks 
permanently losing productive acreage to development if based on the obsolete Land 
Study Bureau (LSB) classification system. 
 
The LSB classification system used in this bill was developed in the 1960s and 1970s; 
it does not account for modern soil or market data, irrigation extents or production 
techniques that can make "marginal" lands highly productive. 
 
By increasing the county boundary amendment threshold to 25 acres without 
updating soil productivity metrics, the State invites land speculation where developers 
use outdated "C" or "D" ratings to bypass the Land Use Commission and reclassify 
quality lands non-agricultural use. 
 
While HFU supports the intent of creating agricultural workforce housing, such 
housing must be tethered to actual food production on land verified by modern 
realities rather than 50-year-old maps. 
 
Updating our land-use decision-making to reflect 2026 agricultural realities is the only 
way to ensure economic viability for our producers and support a robust agricultural 
sector. 
 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Hunter Heaivilin 
Advocacy Director 
Hawaiʻi Farmers Union 
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February 26, 2026  

 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 

Members of the Committee 
 

 
HB 1738 HD1 

RELATING TO LAND USE DECISION-MAKING 
 

Hawaii’s	Thousand	Friends,	a	statewide	non-profit	water	and	land	use	planning	
organization	dedicated	to	protecting	the	environment,	human	health,	and	cultural	and	
natural	resources	opposes HB 1738, HD1, which authorizes the counties to amend district 
boundaries greater than15 acres but no more than 25 acres for housing, 
 
HB 1738 HD1 not only sets up the potential to remove thousands of acres of land from the 
agricultural district across the state with unknown consequences but undermines the 
purpose of the Hawai`i Land Use Law.  
 
The Land Use Law, overseen by the State Land Use Commission, is intended to protect 
agricultural land from urban encroachment, limit land speculation in urban areas, prevent 
scattered subdivisions and prevent the premature conversion of agricultural land to 
residential use.  
 
The Land Use Commissions review of proposals to take land out of the agricultural district 
allows for the comprehensive review of natural and cultural resources, prevents scattered 
and premature development, protects important state interests and encourages those 
uses to which lands are best suited. 
 
In the quest to make more land available for housing we must not forget that we live on 
islands with limited land. Where all proposals must be considered and deliberated in a 
comprehensive way to ensure that the State’s obligation to … conserve and protect 
agricultural lands, promote diversified agricultural and increase agricultural self-
sufficiency and assure the availability of agriculturally suitable lands is upheld. (Hawaii 
Constitution Article XI Section 2) 



It is a misconception that more land designated urban will solve the housing problem. 
Reclassification of agricultural or preservation land to urban is not a roadblock to 
developing housing that is affordable.  
 
Currently there are approximately 40,000 to 65,000 housing units on urban designated land 
promised to be built in various projects around the state are unbuilt. 
 
In 1993 the LUC redistricted 500+ acres to the urban district for the Oahu Royal Kunia II 
project which includes 800 single-family units, 1,200 multi-family residences, an 
agricultural park, industrial area, public roads, and a public-school site. None of which 
have been built.  

 
In 1993 the Land Use Commission approved urban development at Puukolii, mauka of the 
Kaanapali Resort, for construction of 1,300 housing units, with 60% of them being 
affordable. While roadway improvements have been constructed not one unit of housing 
has been built. 
 
We urge you to hold HB 1736 HD1, which circumvents the States obligation to protect 
public trusts resources.    
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

February 25, 2026 
 
To: Chair David A. Tarnas, Vice Chair Mahina Poepoe and the House Committee on Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Affairs  
 
Subject:  HB1738 HD1, Relating to Land Use Decision-Making  
 
Aloha, 
 
We at Hawaiʻi Food+ Policy are testifying in support of HB1738 HD1, which would give 
authority to counties to amend district boundaries of up to twenty-five acres for the purpose of 
residential housing, agricultural workforce housing, long-term rental, or workforce fee simple 
ownership. 
 
In Hawaiʻi, we face a continuous urgent housing crisis that impacts our workers, families, and 
local communities throughout the state. While housing serves as a major issue within Hawaiʻi, 
this bill will target solutions for addressing workforce and affordable housing issues while also 
ensuring that agricultural lands are prioritized and protected. 
 
To ensure productive agricultural lands are not unintentionally opened to conversion, we share 
concerns raised by the Hawaiʻi Farmers Union that the soil productivity metrics referenced are 
outdated and may not reflect current agricultural productivity. Updating these metrics (or 
requiring a current productivity assessment) is necessary to ensure highly productive lands are 
not used for housing. Strengthening this safeguard will help align housing solutions with 
long-term food security and responsible land stewardship. 
 
For these reasons, we support HB1738 HD1 and appreciate your consideration of the comment 
above. 
 
 
Mahalo,  
The Food+ Policy Team 
#fixourfoodsystem 

 
The Food+ Policy internship develops student advocates who learn work skills while increasing civic engagement to become 
emerging leaders. We focus on good food systems policy because we see the importance and potential of the food system in 
combating climate change and increasing the health, equity, and resiliency of Hawaiʻi communities.  
 

In 2026, the cohort of interns are undergraduate and graduate students and young professionals working in the food system.  
They are a mix of traditional and nontraditional students, including parents and veterans, who have backgrounds in education, 
farming, public health, nutrition, and Hawaiian culture. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

February 26, 2026  2:00 PM  Conference Room 325 
 

In OPPOSITION to HB1738 HD1: RELATING TO LAND-USE DECISIONMAKING 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee,  
 
On behalf of our over 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i OPPOSES 
HB1738 HD1, which would remove important protections for our natural and cultural 
resources, Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices, food security, and other 
public interests in large-scale land use changes.  

The Land Use Commission (LUC) has long administered a critical, comprehensive process 
to identify and mitigate impacts to natural and cultural resources, Native Hawaiian traditional 
and customary rights, present and potential future agricultural production, and other public 
interests that may be affected by the reclassification of conservation, rural, agricultural, and 
urban lands (otherwise known as “district boundary amendments”).  These interests are not 
necessarily considered, much less accounted for in county land use planning and 
decisionmaking, nor do the counties examine these interests using the quasi-judicial nature 
of the LUC’s unique district boundary amendment process.  The LUC’s “contested case” 
process for district boundary amendments is especially vital: this “court-like” process 
ensures that data and other information from experts, cultural practitioners, and other 
stakeholders are formally accepted, cross examined, and explicitly incorporated via 
protective conditions in its district boundary amendment approvals. Through its 
decades of work, the LUC has now garnered substantial institutional knowledge regarding 
how the public’s interests in large-scale land use changes can be consistently protected via 
its contested case process in a reasonable and efficient manner.    

By preventing the LUC from participating in district boundary amendment changes 
involving up to 25 acres of land, this measure would turn a blind eye to a broad range 
of public interests potentially affected by large scale land use proposals, and that the 
LUC would otherwise be able to protect pursuant to its statutory mission. 

The Sierra Club appreciates the apparent intent of this measure to promote the production of 
housing of any type.  However, the Sierra Club notes that the LUC is not the apparent 
barrier to housing production it is often purported to be. The LUC is already required to 
approve or deny completed district boundary amendment applications within a year of receipt; 
for Chapter 201H “affordable housing” project, this deadline is shortened to 45 days. 
According to LUC staff, throughout the 2010s, all major 201H affordable housing 
projects were approved by the LUC within the 45 day timeline.   

Notably, by having county planning departments solely shoulder the responsibility of 
balancing the various cultural, environmental, food security, housing, job production, and 
other interests and rights of the public in large-scale and complex development proposals 
involving up to 25 acres of land, this measure may only inhibit their capacity to process 
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other permits and applications (such as for accessory dwelling units, new or 
retrofitted infrastructure, increased density for existing housing structures, 
variances, smaller land use changes, etc.) that may be critical to addressing our 
multi-faceted housing crisis. 
 
If affordable housing development is a concern, Sierra Club encourages the Committee to 
explore the potential expansion of the LUC’s enforcement authority. Since 1980, more than 
25% of all the housing authorized by the LUC has not yet been built, much of which was 
proposed to be affordable and workforce housing.  On Oʻahu alone, over 23,000 units 
approved by the LUC have not been constructed; this includes Hoʻopili (DR Horton), Koa 
Ridge (Castle & Cooke), Gentry Waiawa (now owned by Kamehameha Schools), and Royal 
Kunia Phase II.  Providing the LUC with reasonably enhanced enforcement authority will help 
to encourage developer-follow-through on commitments made during the district boundary 
amendment process, including with regards to the production of affordable housing 
units.  Possible statutory language to accomplish this could read as follows: 
 

"§205-    Penalty.  (a)  Any petitioner for an amendment to 

a district boundary that: 

     (1)  Violates; or 

(2)  Neglects, fails to conform to, or comply with this 

chapter or any lawful order of the land use 

commission may be subject to a civil penalty not 

to exceed $50,000 per day that the violation, 

neglect, or failure occurs, or reversion pursuant 

to section 205-4(g), but not both.  The civil 

penalty shall be assessed by the land use 

commission after a hearing in accordance with 

chapter 91. 

     (b)  Upon written application filed within fifteen days 

after service of an order imposing a civil penalty pursuant 

to this section, the land use commission may remit or 

mitigate the penalty upon terms that it deems proper. 
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     (c)  If any civil penalty imposed pursuant to this 

section is not paid within a time period as the land use 

commission may direct, the attorney general shall institute 

a civil action for recovery of the civil penalty in circuit 

court." 

For the reasons described above, the Sierra Club respectfully urges the Committee to HOLD 
this measure.  Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 
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Sincerely, 

Derek Kamakanaaloha Soong 

 









changes - for little to no benefit to housing development. Please do not support this thinly veiled 

giveaway to developer profit margins at the expense of our local communities. 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Choy Fujimura 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 2:14:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jonathan Likeke Scheuer Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Members - 

Respectfully, HB1738 HD1 should be deferred, as it will not meaningfully address our housing 

crisis and will likely subject important projects to litigation. 

Do we have a shortage of housing affordable by local folks near to where they work? Of course. 

Is there any meaningful evidence that the requirement that the LUC oversees District Boundary 

Amendments on lands 15 acres or smaller is the cause of the shortage of that housing? I have 

never seen any such evidence meaningfully offered, including during my eight years of service 

on the LUC. 

I have unfortunately, however, seen repeated instances where county planning bodies, well-

intentioned but under supported, have made decisions in clear contradiction to the requirements 

of HRS 205. Why would we subject important projects to such an uncertain process? 

The committee should hold this bill. If it does not it should amend and greatly tighten the 

meaningless phrases in this draft including "residential housing" and "workforce housing". 

Mahalo for consideration of my testimony. 

Jonathan Likeke Scheuer 

  

  

  

  

 





Sincerely, 

William Reese Liggett 

 





Sincerely, 

Anne M. Lorenzo 

 





Sincerely, 

Marshall Hung 

 





Sincerely, 

Bo Breda 

  

 





Sincerely, 

Peter Wilson 

  

 





 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 4:18:12 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Blair Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 4:26:16 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cheryl burghardt Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair and Committee Members, aloha 

I OPPOSE HB 1738 HD1 

Please also oppose this bill. 

Cheryl Burghardt 

Nuuanu Oahu 

 









Sincerely, 

Christy 

 





Sincerely, 

Jamie Simic  

 





 







Sincerely, 

Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros 

Resident 

(808)866-7409 

 









Sincerely, 

Georgia Hoopes, Kalaheo  

 





 

Sincerely, 

Earl Kim 

 





Sincerely, 

Stacey Alapai, Maui 

 





Sincerely, 

Joshua Hernandez 

 





Sincerely, 

Andrew Isoda 

Lahaina, Mau'i 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 9:29:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherry Pollack Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure that would limit a critical land use oversight mechanism that 

consistently and efficiently safeguards the public trust, Native Hawaiian rights, and the public 

interest in large land use changes - for little to no benefit to housing development. Please do not 

pass this shameful giveaway to developer profit margins at the expense of our local 

communities. 

 









Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jodi Rodar 

 





Sincerely, Diane Ware Volcano HI Moku o Ka'u 

 





 





Sincerely, 

Keri Zacher 

 





Sincerely, 

Maki Morinoue, Hawai'i Island 

 





HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 10:20:16 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alex Gonzalez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Land Use Commission review often repeats work done by county agencies and elected 

councils. That redundancy discourages housing production at a time when Hawaii desperately 

needs more homes. This bill is a practical fix. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 10:32:11 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Murphy Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current process discourages exactly the type of housing projects Hawaii needs more of. 

HB1738 provides a careful expansion of county authority without weakening land use 

protections. I support it. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 10:44:38 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alfred Hagen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please vote in support of HB1738. The state land use commission just adds time to the process 

and we don't have time to wait for more homes. Mahalo for your consideration. 

 





Sincerely, 

Madison Owens 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 10:58:36 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Conner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. HB1738 just makes sense. If a housing project is next to urban land and already planned 

for housing, it shouldn't take years to approve. Please support this measure and pass it through 

the committee. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 11:31:17 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Antoine Khalil Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1738 as someone who sees how long housing approvals take. These delays hurt 

families and workers. This reform helps projects move without cutting corners. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 11:50:27 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Oppose 

1738 HB RELATING TO LAND USE DECISION-MAKING. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 12:57:48 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance Nash Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill would reduce uncertainty for builders and communities alike. Predictable timelines are 

essential if we want more housing to actually get built. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:01:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Nosaka Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Counties have demonstrated their ability to manage growth responsibly. HB1738 / SB2007 

builds on that track record. There would be strict criteria for projects to be eligible so it doesn't 

turn into the Wild West. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:12:58 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Rabideau Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii's counties already conduct extensive land use review, yet projects over 15 acres are 

forced to start over at the state level. This duplication adds years of delay and significant costs. 

HB1738 respects local planning while maintaining important safeguards. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:17:42 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

GREG BROSSIER Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to express my support for HB1738. The 15-acre cutoff feels random and unfair. 

Updating it with clear rules is the right move. Please pass this bill. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:20:49 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Priscilla Andrade Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha - HB1738 is a small but important fix. These bills don't open the door to sprawl, just 

smarter housing decisions. We need less red tape and more homes. Mahalo for considering my 

testimony. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:22:54 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Desiree Watson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1738 as someone who sees how long housing approvals take. These delays hurt 

families and workers. This reform helps projects move without cutting corners. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:26:35 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Duane D Santiago Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

House Bill 1738 reflects the reality that land use planning has evolved significantly since the 15-

acre rule started. Counties are best positioned to evaluate projects that fit within their long-term 

plans and community visions. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:27:57 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Askman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current system discourages builders from proposing reasonable housing projects because 

they don't want to go through the LUC. This bill corrects that problem. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:31:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Stoddard Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. I support HB 1738 because it gives counties more common sense authority. If a project 

already fits county plans, it shouldn't get stuck at the state level. This helps housing without 

touching conservation or important ag lands. Please pass the bill. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:32:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faith Burns Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please vote in support of HB1738. Please, show you care for the people in Hawaii that need 

housing, we have lots of land that can be built upon for urban zoning and zoning for 

houses!  Mahalo!! 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:34:44 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abhishek Duggal Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Allowing counties to approve certain boundary amendments up to 25 acres will help address the 

housing shortage without opening the door to unchecked development. Please vote in favor of 

hb1738. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:36:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harold Snyder Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The LUC should focus on truly statewide land use issues, not routine housing projects already 

vetted locally. I strongly support this bill as a practical step toward faster, more predictable 

housing approvals. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:37:42 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Hastings Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 is a modest but meaningful reform that will help unlock housing projects currently stuck 

in limbo. Allowing counties to act on these projects reduces delay without sacrificing 

environmental or agricultural protections. 

 





Sincerely, 

Angela Chon 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:51:04 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Freeh Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Counties already have robust public input processes.The state-level review required today often 

delays projects without improving outcomes.HB1738 addresses that inefficiency directly. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 1:58:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnny Miro Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I urge the Legislature to pass HB1738 to eliminate unnecessary delays caused by LUC review. 

Streamlining this process will lower costs and encourage responsible homebuilding. 

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:02:20 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerry Lynch Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support reforming the LUC because housing projects that fit within the community plans 

should not be stalled for years at the state level. Counties are better positioned to evaluate these 

projects efficiently. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:05:53 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John-Michael Kamakahi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am submitting my testimony in strong support of HB1738. The 15-acre rule is outdated and 

causes too many delays. Counties know their communities best. Let them do their job so housing 

can move forward. Mahalo. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:08:30 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Dillon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please vote in support of HB1738. For much too long the Land Use Commission has held 

regulatory power that is no longer applicable or useful for modern needs.  Immediate action is 

needed to greatly change the commission and their bureaucracy or to abolish the Land 

Commission altogether.  The state land use commission just adds time to the process and we 

don't have time to wait for more homes or deal with their regulatory power that is no longer 

beneficial. Mahalo for your consideration. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:10:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Reid Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Land Use Commission review often repeats work done by county agencies and elected 

councils. That redundancy discourages housing production at a time when Hawaii desperately 

needs more homes. This bill is a practical fix. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:21:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Kern Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1738 because it addresses a clear bottleneck in Hawaii's land use system. 

The 15-acre threshold is arbitrary and outdated, and it delays housing projects that already 

comply with county plans. Allowing counties to approve up to 25 acres under strict criteria is a 

reasonable and targeted reform. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:24:11 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ellen Desruisseaux Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support reforming the LUC because housing projects that fit within the community plans 

should not be stalled for years at the state level. Counties are better positioned to evaluate these 

projects efficiently. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:36:33 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Wendt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. We need to start cutting more red tape if we hope to be able to house local residents. 

That's why I support reforming the LUC and giving counties more authority because they are 

closest to the communities affected by these projects. Local decision-making leads to better 

outcomes. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:37:53 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Lewis Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii needs more homes, not more red tape. Reforming the LUC threshold is a clear way to 

reduce unnecessary barriers. This process often duplicates environmental and infrastructure 

reviews already completed by counties. Please pass house bill 1738 to streamline the LUC in the 

future. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:38:47 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer M Kamiko Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

H.B. 1738 / S.B. 2007 empowers counties to act on modestly sized housing projects without 

undermining environmental or agricultural protections. That balance is exactly what Hawaii 

needs. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:44:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Audrey Lee  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. Counties already know where housing makes sense. That's one of the main reasons why I 

support HB1738. Please do what you can to make sure this bill passes the legislature. Mahalo! 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:45:38 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Monoscalco Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii needs more homes, not more red tape. Reforming the LUC threshold is a clear way to 

reduce unnecessary barriers. This process often duplicates environmental and infrastructure 

reviews already completed by counties. Please pass house bill 1738 and senate bill 2007 to 

streamline the LUC in the future. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:48:55 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Edwards Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am submitting my testimony in strong support of HB1738. This is a targeted, reasonable and 

focused proposal that will hopefully help address our housing crisis. Hawaii needs more 

common-sense solutions like this. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 2:52:34 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark James Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 is a modest but meaningful reform that will help unlock housing projects currently stuck 

in limbo. Allowing counties to act on these projects reduces delay without sacrificing 

environmental or other agricultural protections. I have been in mortgage lending in Hawai'i since 

1975. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 3:58:25 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aaron Evans Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha - HB1738 helps reduce delays without harming conservation or ag lands. That's important 

to me as a local resident. I urge you to support this bill. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:02:18 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gloria Mansfield Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am submitting my testimony in strong support of HB1738. The 15-acre rule is outdated and 

causes too many delays. Counties know their communities best. Let them do their job so housing 

can move forward. Mahalo. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:04:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicholas Zehr Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

County planning departments already review infrastructure, environmental impacts, and 

community consistency. Requiring a second review by the LUC for slightly larger parcels adds 

little value. Pass HB1738. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:08:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Morse Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1738 because it addresses a clear bottleneck in Hawaii's land use system. 

The 15-acre threshold is arbitrary and outdated, and it delays housing projects that already 

comply with county plans. Allowing counties to approve up to 25 acres under strict criteria is a 

reasonable and targeted reform. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:10:05 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Yasuhara Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

House Bill 1738 reflects the reality that land use planning has evolved significantly since the 15-

acre rule started. Counties are best positioned to evaluate projects that fit within their long-term 

plans and community visions. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:13:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rayna Marsh Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

House Bill 1738 reflects the reality that land use planning has evolved significantly since the 15-

acre rule started. Counties are best positioned to evaluate projects that fit within their long-term 

plans and community visions. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:15:17 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Stevens Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii needs more homes, not more red tape. Reforming the LUC threshold is a clear way to 

reduce unnecessary barriers. This process often duplicates environmental and infrastructure 

reviews already completed by counties. Please pass house bill 1738 to streamline the LUC in the 

future. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:18:06 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell Kuwaye Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

County planning departments already review infrastructure, environmental impacts, and 

community consistency. Requiring a second review by the LUC for slightly larger parcels adds 

little value. Pass HB1738. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:20:25 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosemary Alles Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. Counties already know where housing makes sense. That's one of the main reasons why I 

support HB1738. Please do what you can to make sure this bill passes the legislature. Mahalo! 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:21:31 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doris Ann Santiago Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 respects the work counties have already done through general plans and community 

development plans. Projects consistent with those documents should not be derailed at the state 

level. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:24:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joe Schneckenburger Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to submit testimony in support of hb1738. Housing projects that follow county plans 

shouldn't be stalled at the LUC. This reform is long overdue. Mahalo. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:26:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Moon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. You have the power to ease the financial strain on your constituents.  We need to start 

cutting more red tape if we hope to be able to house local residents. That's why I support 

reforming the LUC and giving counties more authority because they are closest to the 

communities affected by these projects. Local decision-making leads to better outcomes. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:27:28 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raymond McConnell Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I urge you to support HB1738 to expedite the housing process. The current approval process 

delays construction, causing unnecessary waiting periods. We need to prioritize building more 

homes quickly to meet increasing demand. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:29:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Lee Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 is a modest but meaningful reform that will help unlock housing projects currently stuck 

in limbo. Allowing counties to act on these projects reduces delay without sacrificing 

environmental or agricultural protections. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:30:37 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ken Takeya Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current 15-acre threshold does not reflect modern housing needs or land use realities. 

Updating it to 25 acres for limited, housing-focused purposes makes sense. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:32:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tanya Power Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 respects the work counties have already done through general plans and community 

development plans. Projects consistent with those documents should not be derailed at the state 

level. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:33:32 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tawna Chun Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii needs more homes, not more red tape. Reforming the LUC threshold is a clear way to 

reduce unnecessary barriers. This process often duplicates environmental and infrastructure 

reviews already completed by counties. Please pass house bill 1738 to streamline the LUC in the 

future. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:34:52 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracie Lutzenhiser Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. We need to start cutting more red tape if we hope to be able to house local residents. 

That's why I support reforming the LUC and giving counties more authority because they are 

closest to the communities affected by these projects. Local decision-making leads to better 

outcomes. I feel that this is desperately needed.  There are far to many local people that cannot 

afford a home.  Allowing counties to control this issue just makes sense.  The county knows 

more about how the people living here and the hardships they face.  

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:36:16 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracy Manhan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current process discourages exactly the type of housing projects Hawaii needs more of. 

HB1738 provides a careful expansion of county authority without weakening land use 

protections. I support it. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:38:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tammy Allen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current 15-acre threshold does not reflect modern housing needs or land use realities. 

Updating it to 25 acres for limited, housing-focused purposes makes sense. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:40:05 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wayne Feike Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The LUC should focus on truly statewide land use issues, not routine housing projects already 

vetted locally. I strongly support this bill as a practical step toward faster, more predictable 

housing approvals. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:42:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendell Hosea Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Land Use Commission review often repeats work done by county agencies and elected 

councils. That redundancy discourages housing production at a time when Hawaii desperately 

needs more homes. This bill is a practical fix. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:45:04 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Willa Marten Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha! As you know, Hawaii has a ton of red tape when it comes to building homes. That's why 

I think we need to streamline the process and reform the LUC. Please pass HB1738. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 4:47:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wilbert Costa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I urge lawmakers to support House BIll 1738.This bill is a common-sense reform that will speed 

up housing approvals while maintaining strong planning standards. 
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HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:13:50 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michele Sorensen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill would reduce uncertainty for builders and communities alike. Predictable timelines are 

essential if we want more housing to actually get built. 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:15:04 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernon Okada Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to submit testimony in support of hb1738. Housing projects that follow county plans 

shouldn't be stalled at the LUC. This reform is long overdue. Mahalo. 
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Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:16:44 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karl Nakamura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

House Bill 1738 reflects the reality that land use planning has evolved significantly since the 15-

acre rule started. Counties are best positioned to evaluate projects that fit within their long-term 

plans and community visions. 
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HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:17:40 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Owen Myers Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to submit testimony in support of HB1738. Updating the threshold to 25 acres under 

strict rules is a reasonable compromise between state oversight and local control. Please do what 

you can to get this bill to become law! 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:18:40 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Melendez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha! HB1738 is a small but important fix. These bills don't open the door to sprawl, just 

smarter housing decisions. We need less red tape and more homes. Mahalo for considering my 

testimony. 
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Text Box
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HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:20:33 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colleen Medeiros Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The current 15-acre threshold does not reflect modern housing needs or land use realities. 

Updating it to 25 acres for limited, housing-focused purposes makes sense. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:21:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gregory Friel Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha. We need to start cutting more red tape if we hope to be able to house local residents. 

That's why I support reforming the LUC and giving counties more authority because they are 

closest to the communities affected by these projects. Local decision-making leads to better 

outcomes. 
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HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:22:15 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monica Jennings Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I urge lawmakers to support House BIll 1738. This bill is a common-sense reform that will speed 

up housing approvals while maintaining strong planning standards. 
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Submitted on: 2/25/2026 5:23:48 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Kamauu Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB1738 is a modest but meaningful reform that will help unlock housing projects currently stuck 

in limbo. Allowing counties to act on these projects reduces delay without sacrificing 

environmental or agricultural protections. 
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Sincerely, 

Sydney Chung  

 



HB-1738-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2026 11:47:21 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Choy Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Judiciary & Hawaiian 

Affairs Committee, 

I am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1738 HD1 which is only a pro-developer bill 

and has no intention of protecting our food security, public trust resources, Native Hawaiian 

traditional and customary rights, climate resilience, low-income housing needs, and other public 

interests that may be impacted by large-scale land use changes.  

Do not mess with the Land Use Commission's responsiblities. 

Thank you. 
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Sincerely, 

Ashley Nishihara 
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Sincerely, 

Lynda Nishihara 
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HB-1738-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 11:01:27 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/26/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

oppose 
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