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TESTIMONY OF 
GARY S. SUGANUMA, DIRECTOR OF TAXATION 

 
 
TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. No. 1736, H.D.1, Relating to Animal Control 
 
BEFORE THE: 
House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
 
 
DATE:  Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
TIME:   2:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  State Capitol, Conference Room 325 
 

 
Chair Tarnas, Vice-Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 

 
The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 

H.B. 1736, H.D 1, for your consideration. 
 
H.B. 1736, H.D.1, adds a new section to chapter 36, Hawaii Revised Statutes 

(HRS), to establish the “Spay and Neuter Special Fund” to reduce pet overpopulation, 
including the free-roaming cat population, and authorizes an income tax designation to 
provide revenues into the special fund. 
 

Section 3 of the bill amends section 235-102.5, HRS, by adding a new 
subsection (e), which authorizes a new income “check-off” option. Individual taxpayers 
with a refund of $5 or more may designate $5 to the fund, and married couples filing 
jointly with a refund of $10 or more may designate $5 per person to the fund. 
 

As with other existing check-off boxes, if no initial designation was chosen, 
taxpayers will be allowed to amend a return to choose a designation within twenty 
months and ten days after the due date for the original return for that taxable year. A 
designation is nonrevocable once made. 
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The bill has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000, provided that section 3 
applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2026, and sections 4 and 5 take 
effect on July 1, 2026. 
  

DOTAX notes that it can administer section 3 of this bill for taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2026. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  







HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/6/2026 6:54:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cathy Goeggel Animal Rights Hawai'i Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

We are pleased to support HB1736, which would appropriate funds for sterilization for free 

roaming cats and also require cats entering our state to be spayed or neutered prior to entry. The 

S/N requirement would close a puka that is long overdue in controlling overpopulation  of 

companion animals entering Hawai'i. 

 





 
Nene Research and Conservation 

Nene.org 
 

 
February 7, 2026 
 
Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Ariel Imoto, and I am submitting testimony on behalf of Nēnē Research and 
Conservation (nene.org) in strong support of HB 1736. 
 
HB 1736 advances responsible pet ownership by addressing one of the primary drivers of 
Hawaiʻi’s persistent stray and feral cat crisis: unintended reproduction. Requiring pet cats to be 
spayed or neutered, with limited and appropriate exceptions, is a proven and humane approach to 
reducing overpopulation while improving animal welfare outcomes statewide. 
 
Cats are an introduced and highly effective predator in Hawaiʻi and pose a significant threat to 
native wildlife, particularly birds that evolved without mammalian predators. Impacts extend 
from direct predation on ground-nesting seabirds to indirect effects on forest bird populations. 
While cats can be wonderful pets, uncontrolled breeding and abandonment have resulted in 
widespread stray and feral populations that place ongoing pressure on ecosystems, shelters, 
rescues, and local communities. 
 
HB 1736 also establishes a dedicated funding mechanism to support pet cat sterilization, 
increasing access while ensuring that publicly funded sterilization does not contribute to the 
continued release of cats into the environment. This provision is critical for aligning animal 
welfare goals with native species protection. 
 
HB 1736 represents a practical, science-based step toward reducing long-term harm to Hawaiʻi’s 
wildlife while easing the burden on animal control agencies and rescue organizations. For these 
reasons, Nēnē Research and Conservation strongly supports HB 1736 and urges its passage. 
Mahalo for your time and thank you for your service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ariel Imoto 
Executive Director 
Nene Research and Conservation 







HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:05:06 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kaaumoana Hanalei Watershed Hui Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hanalei Watershed Hui strongly supports this vital legislation to protect our Hawaii lands, 

waters and native birds. 

Mahalo Makaala 

 





https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21824?casa_token=OdniRlmCXiEAAAAA%3AYfSIULxNs3mb9jfmWJWn0_O9fcJLEM_cRMO2E7Kcd_8IbsExZWkozibWhegWqW0uFkKQe3UUeMlR2k40
https://academic.oup.com/condor/article/119/3/405/5152935?login=true


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pacific-islands/endangered-species-conservation/toxoplasmosis-and-its-effects-hawaii-marine
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pacific-islands/endangered-species-conservation/toxoplasmosis-and-its-effects-hawaii-marine
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modifying the effective date to encourage more discussion and collaboration. We were pleased to 

see that amendment. 

Thank you for allowing me to testify on behalf of Charlee Abrams who continues to recover 

from surgery.   

Lynn Muramaru standing in for Charlee Abrams 

Board Members 

Hula Cat Club 

Pacific Pet Alliance 
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HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 10:02:41 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marian Okaa Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill strikes me as yet another one size fits none solution as it will be impossible to enforce 

and draconian at the same time. 

 







HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:10:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natalie N Playdon Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 





HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:49:22 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

helen raine Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Tarnas, 

I would like to voice my strong support for this bill. I work in conservation and see first hand 

how the uncontrolled presence of feral cats, outdoors and on the landscape, is leading towards 

the extinction of our unique, endangered Hawaiian waterbirds, as well as other native wildlife. 

This bill is an excellent step towards reducing the population boom amongst feral cats. This will 

have benefits not just for wildlife, but for human health, as cats are the only host of the 

toxoplasmosis parasite which can cause miscarriage and birth defects. I urge you to pass this bill 

for public safety and for native Hawaiian wildlife.  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 2:37:26 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

joanna p milo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the bill 

 





https://hawaiianhumane.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fb19eab1ea7d72f87aebb304&id=062edc0bfb&e=5bc5156710


HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 4:06:15 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Responsible breeding of cats and dogs should be allowed -- it helps preserve extinction of 

specific breeds and preserve purebred lines, without which specific lineages would fade into non-

existence.  

 





HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 7:01:58 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natalie Nakao Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1736 as it would help control feral cat populations that decimate native wildlife and 

spread disease through feces that affect the human population as well.  Hawaii is home to many 

special bird species and ocean mammals found nowhere else in the world. This Bill reflects 

responsible measures in protecting Hawaii's native wildlife and its very special and fragile 

ecosystem.  Thank you.  

  

  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 7:51:28 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lei Fisher Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. Feral cats are an invasive species taking over our native 

ecosystems, killing vulnerable native birds, and poisoning even our nearshore marine life with 

toxoplasmosis. While I love pet cats like many others, they belong in doors & are happier in 

loving homes with responsible cat owners. They do not belong outdoors & the whole "trap & 

release" movement is clearly not working. The feral cat population keeps getting worse 

everywhere across Hawaii, please do something & PASS this measure.  

 

mahalo nui, 

Lei Fisher 

 







 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 3:59:58 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Chiwa Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Representative Tarnas, Vice Chair Representative Poepoe and Members of the 

Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs. 

Please oppose HB 1736 HD 1.  While I strongly support state funding for spaying and neutering 

of cats and dogs to reduce pet overpopulation, it's my understanding that amendments were made 

to HB 1736 that are not helpful to the issue of pet overpopulation.  First, the requirement to spay 

or neuter any cat over the age of six months was removed.  Second, an amendment allows 

exemption for cats registered with a cat fancier group.  This amendment causes a law 

enforcement problem.  Furthermore, purebred cats, just as easily as non-purebred cats, can 

worsen pet overpopulation if allowed to roam.  Third, there is no general fund appropriation to 

this bill.  For all of these reasons, please oppose HB 1736 HD 1. 

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa 

Makiki and life long resident of Oahu  

  

 





Thank you for considering those numbers along with the health and well-being of the seabirds, 

cats, and people living in Hawaii. 

Please consider voting in support of HB 1736, and thank you for all of your hard work. 

We truly appreciate it! 

Warm regards, 

Amy Fonarow 

  

 





HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:09:37 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerome Riley Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I volunteer with Save Our Shearwaters and Na Aina Kai on Kauai. Both organizations care for, 

rescue and monitor our endangered seabirds. 

Our shearwaters nest in mountain burrows. They are seriously depleted by feral cats despite the 

efforts of various organizations to save them. Their burrows are one way and the chicks are 

helpless against attack and predation. 

Hundreds of Newells and Wedgetail  shearwaters and petrels are saved every fallout season by 

SOS. The world population of Newells is 90 % on Kauai. 

As a docent at Na Aina Kai we care for a large colony of Laysan Albatross. We work diligently 

with both PMRF and USFW to relocate , band and care for these birds. 

An adult pair has only one egg per year. 

They are lifelong mated - long lived  birds that return to their same breeding spot every fall. 

They jointly parent their egg for approx 62 days and then do the same for their chick all spring 

and summer for 51/2 months until mature enough to leave on their own. 

Their care of their young is extraordinary and inspiring as they fly thousands of miles regularly 

to secure proper food for their chicks. 

Yet every season we lose chicks to feral cats as it is very difficult and very expensive to fence 

ravine and steep hillside areas. 

When a precious chick is indiscriminately killed by a feral cat it seems a heinous act/ deeply 

upsetting and one that can be stopped. The team at Na Aina Kai and many others dedicate 

countless hours to caring for these birds. The adult albatross perform remarkable duties in 

support of their family. 

it is long over due to help control feral cat killings of endangered seabirds!!! 

if we are serious about their conservation we must act! Feral cats were once cute pets - they 

should stay that way - anything you can do to reinforce that wil help stop undermining the 



myriad efforts of so many dedicated humans and the instinctual inspiring parenting of the 

albatross. 

Please act now !!! 

I hope you will hear similar testimony from the entire conservation community. 

I am available for further discussion or comment for any legislators as they wish. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment and best regards to all . 

Jerome Riley - Kilauea 

Albatross docent and volunteer.  

  

  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:14:17 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lee Cuccia Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Sadly, the way this bill is worded plus having no funding measures attached renders it 

ineffective.  Mahalo. 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:20:58 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hector Wong Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the bill provided there is a process in place to allow pedigree breeders to import intact 

dogs and cats. These pedigree breeders must be registered, certified by the corresponding 

breeding accredited organizations, have a good business and customer and progenie record, pay 

an annual fee per breeding animal, and update breeding records and animal inventory. Pedigree 

breeders are to contribute to the city fund to help the feral cat suffering. Pedigree breeders should 

pass the extra costs to the customers, which will make trade more responsible. My local cat show 

club is terrified that the bill will put an end to importing breeding cats! 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:01:42 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

carole richelieu Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The original bill was intended to mandate the spay/neuter of cats and establish a Spay and Neuter 

Special Fun. This version has several fatal flaws. Thus, oppose. 

Hawaii Kai voter 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:24:39 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard J Janik, MD Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a physician, the risk to the community and the native bird colonies, and the threat to 

Hawaiian monk seals from toxoplasmosis, demand that the feral cat explosion in population be 

controlled. 

Catch, nuter, and release is the most humain, but does not solve the remote populations of feral 

cats.  Unfortunately the only other solution is mass culling of cats.  Half of the feral cat 

populations suffer from Feline Immunodeficiency Virus amd die a horrible painful death. 

For these reasons I support HB 1736. 

Richard Janik 

Lihue, HI 96766 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:24:41 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorene Maki Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Committee Chair Representative Tarnas, Vice Chair Representative Poepoe, and Members 

of the Committee, 

I strongly oppose the portion of the bill which requires all cats over the age of 5 months old to be 

spayed or neutered.   

Please consider deleting this portion of the bill.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:32:02 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adrian Dougherty Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am supporting HB1736 because it will contribute to efforts to reduce the free roaming feral cat 

population in Hawai'i. This will protect our endangered Hawaiian wildlife (including waterbirds, 

seabirds, and monk seals!). Cats are one of the biggest predators of our native birds, which are 

culturally and ecologically important and already face so many threats. Additionally, cats are 

vectors for toxoplasmosis which can KILL marine mammals like monk seals, dolphins, and 

whales. All of these animals are federally protected under the Endangered Species and Marine 

Mammal Protection Acts, and we have an obligation to protect them. 

This bill will also aid in reducing human health risks associated with toxoplasmosis, especially 

for pregnant women.  

I also believe that allowing cats to breed with no control is inhumane for the feral cats 

themselves. Allowing them to breed unchecked is putting many cats into areas is straining 

resources, making unhealthy cats.  

This bill is not threatening to kill cats; it is only trying to ensure cats are sterilized so that 

breeding does not go unchecked and contribute to all these problems. Please consider my 

testimony as a voice for those that cannot speak.  

  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:36:52 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brett Schumacher Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 1736 because we absolutely need to reduce the feral cat populations. Feral cats are 

an ecological menace, and a significant contributor to the decline of our endangered native birds. 

This is also a risk to human health, particularly pregnate women.Feral cats main way that 

toxoplasmosis spread through. This disease can cause miscarriages, birth defects, and can even 

be fatal. This is not only a danger to humans, but also to native and endemic marine mammals 

such as monk seals. 

Please take this important action to reducie feral cat populations and protect our natural and 

human environment. 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:43:01 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Carroll Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose the current version of this bill.  SB3012 is a much better bill, and I support that instead 

of HB1736 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:36:18 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Blackburn Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We support HB1736 and it's effort to help control the free-roaming and feral cat population and 

ease the burden on Hawaii's Humane Societies. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support 

of HB1736.  

 













 

 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Root Kustritz, M.V. Determining the optimal age for gonadectomy of dogs and cats. 

Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, Vol. 224, No. 3 (2004). 

2. American Veterinary Medical Association. AVMA Policy: Free-Roaming Cat Management. 

3. Levy, J.K., Isaza, N.M., & Scott, K.C. Effect of high-impact targeted trap-neuter-return and 

adoption of community cats on shelter intake. The Veterinary Journal, Vol. 201 (2014). 

4. Levy, J.K., Gale, D.W., & Gale, L.A. Evaluation of the effect of a long-term trap-neuter-return 

and adoption program on a free-roaming cat population. Journal of the American Veterinary 

Medical Association, Vol. 222, No. 1 (2003). 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 2:54:49 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Govier Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose this target on my family and friends-and military persons- who love and take care of 

their cats. Their cats are not free roaming/feral. This bill will not reduce free roaming, feral, cats. 

Please do sometrhing that will work. Leave normal voting, citizens alone. Please oppose this. It 

is not the answer to the problem. Mahalo, SG 

 



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://avmajournals.avma.org/view/journals/javma/244/3/javma.244.3.309.xml&ved=2ahUKEwigqMSjo8uSAxUWLEQIHSLXBo0Qy_kOegYIAQgFEAE&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw19VflCh0dt85QE-Rc9yvB6&ust=1770687547668000




HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 3:47:32 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Angel Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill! 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 4:44:43 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruta Jordans Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strongly support. 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 4:58:37 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jay Penniman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Members of the committee, Please pass this very reasonable legislation! We are losing our native 

wildlife to predation by cats at an alarming rate! We are spending millions of dollars every year 

trying to limit this predation as we struggle to recover endangered species! We have to act now 

and this measure is a good start to limiting the number of cats roaming free on the landscape 

eating and poisoning our native wildlife. Cats are obligate hosts for Toxoplasma gondii, the 

organism that causes toxoplasmosis in humans, nene, monk seals, spinner dolphins, and 

humpback whales in Hawai'i. The eggs of this organized persist on land and in the water for at 

least a year! Slowing the number of cats roaming free can be achieved with this legislation. 

please vote yes and pass this bill! Mahalo Nui! 

  

 







HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 5:56:58 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Clayton Cotton Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1736. I feel that it should left up to the owner if they want to spay or neuter 

their cats.  The Hawaiian Humane Society needs to change their focus on other important 

issues.  They are spending time on nonsense.  There are responsible cat owners that either 

enter shows or raise and breed purebred cats for the breed standards. Let them enjoy their 

hobby.  Focus on feral animals that are invading our native species instead. 

 











HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:16:28 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Miguel (Micco) Godinez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

For all the reason we already know we should be sterilizing cats to protect our environment. 

Mahalo, 

Miguel/Micco Godinez 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 7:24:40 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In strong support of.   Multiple volunteer organizations have been doing the heavy lifting in 

neutering 300+ Big Island cats per month for far too long.    Thank you. 

  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 8:26:06 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Kawasaki Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I opppse HB1736. The specific language that is included in HB1736 is not clear regarding the 

importation and the confusion will incur negative consequences for our community of 

responsible pet owners and veterinary professionals. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephanie Kawasaki 

 





HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:22:58 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca M Holmes Individual Oppose 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose the current version of this bill related to animal control of sray and neuter of cats. 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:08:54 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christopher A. Lepczyk Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern, 

I have worked on cat related issues in Hawaii for two decades and since day one there has been a 

need for sterilizing pet cats. Cat ownership is a responsibility and requiring spay/neuter of cats is 

a simple and valuable way to mitigate unwanted cats on the landscape. In addition, there is 

overwhelming public and scientific support for requiring sterilization. Please support this bill, 

Christopher A. Lepczyk 

Certified Senior Ecologist 

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:15:33 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rae Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This is an important measure that will help people be responsible pet owners. It is also important 

that the language "provided that spayed or neutered animals are not re-released into the 

environment" remain in the bill. If any amendments are made, please keep that part intact! 

Mahalo nui.  

 



HB-1736-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2026 10:17:30 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Hood Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support the passage of HB 1736 

 





To the Chair and Members of the Committee:

I have carefully reviewed Senate Bill 3012 and respectfully submit this written testimony in 
strong opposition to the proposed measure.

By way of my background, I am a long-time and deeply invested animal owner and advocate. I 
am a pet owner who is a “foster fail,” having adopted a mixed-breed dog that was previously 
homeless. My daughter adopted a shelter puppy in Santa Monica, California, which she brought 
with her to O!ahu upon relocating home who has since passed. In addition, my family and I 
currently own purebred dogs that participate in American Kennel Club (AKC) conformation 
shows and dog sports. Dogs not entered in shows are voluntarily sterilized at my discretion, 
while several of my imported AKC show dogs remain intact for legitimate breeding and 
competition purposes. I am also an advocate for animal welfare and have donated to numerous 
grassroots rescue organizations on O!ahu. Collectively, these experiences have provided me with 
a broad and informed perspective on animal welfare efforts, which is the basis for my opposition 
to SB3012.

The Hawaiian Humane Society (“HHS”) has not presented data demonstrating that imported 
dogs and cats are a significant contributor to animal overpopulation or abandonment in Hawai!i. 
Moreover, SB3012 fails to adequately account for broader systemic factors that impact pet 
ownership, including the escalating cost of veterinary care and the persistent shortage of 
affordable, pet-friendly housing across the state.

Additionally, HHS currently imposes a $50 surrender fee and requires scheduled appointments 
for the surrender of dogs. For individuals facing financial hardship, these requirements may 
present a substantial barrier. In such circumstances, surrendering an animal through HHS may 
not be a viable option, which could inadvertently contribute to increased abandonment rather 
than prevent it.

HHS receives substantial public and private funding, including more than $6 million annually 
from the City and County of Honolulu, over $6 million in grant funding, and additional millions 
from corporate donors, bequests, and individual contributors. However, it remains unclear how 
much of this funding is allocated toward comprehensive research and data collection to identify 
the true causes of animal overpopulation in Hawai!i. Notably, no data has been provided 
regarding the proportion of shelter, abandoned, or free-roaming animals that are imported 
purebred dogs or cats.

I respectfully urge the Board of Directors of the Hawaiian Humane Society to fully consider the 
broader implications of SB3012. If enacted, this legislation may adversely affect future funding 
from government agencies, grant programs, and private donors, as well as undermine long-
standing relationships with members of the community who have consistently supported animal 
welfare efforts.

According to HHS’s own “Humane Treatment” statement on its website, under the section 
addressing “Pet Sales,” prospective pet owners are encouraged to obtain animals from shelters, 
pet stores offering shelter animals for adoption, or responsible breeders. The statement further 
acknowledges that responsible breeders will accept animals back if they are not a suitable fit for 



a family. By this definition, HHS recognizes and supports responsible breeders, including those 
who may ethically import animals into the State of Hawai!i.

Dogs and cats imported into Hawai!i are often brought in by responsible owners, dog sport 
enthusiasts, and ethical breeders who adhere to high standards of care. These individuals fully 
comply with Hawai!i Department of Agriculture import requirements, including health testing, 
rabies prevention protocols, and microchipping prior to arrival. Given these safeguards, it should 
be feasible to determine whether imported animals meaningfully contribute to shelter 
overpopulation; however, no such evidence has been presented.

Addressing animal overpopulation in Hawai!i requires collaborative, data-driven, and sustainable 
solutions that do not create unnecessary division or undermine trust within the animal welfare 
community. Greater emphasis should be placed on enforcing accountability for irresponsible 
ownership and unethical breeding practices. Broadly penalizing responsible pet owners and 
ethical breeders is neither appropriate nor effective.

SB3012 represents a legislative overreach that is not supported by comprehensive research or 
clear, statewide data. Mandating universal sterilization of all imported dogs and cats is not a 
measured or evidence-based approach and raises serious concerns regarding both its 
effectiveness and unintended consequences.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony and for your thoughtful consideration of 
these concerns.

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda K. Teruya 
Concerned and Caring Animal Owner
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Comments:  

Dear JHA committee,  

My name is Dr. Jerrisa Ching Choe, I live in Senate District 15 and Senate House District 32. I 

am testifying today in support of HB 1736 because the bill will overall address the health threats 

and population control posed by free roaming cats in Hawaii. This bill will also alleviate the 

financial burden of spaying and neutering cats and overcrowding of animal shelters. Thank you 

for your time and consideration in my testimony. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jerrisa Ching Choe, DVM, MPH 
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Comments:  

I am a veterinarian practicing at Blue Cross Animal Hospital.  I oppose the wording of this bill.  I 

highly support the funding of subsidized or low cost spay/neuter for cats.  At my clinic costs are 

kept affordable, but many trap and release, low income and elderly fixed income clients are still 

hard pressed to pay for the many cats in their care.   The city and county vouchers for low 

income citizens were useful to help them pay for the surgeries in the past, but now it seems that 

they are harder to acquire.   

I do not believe citizens who import unsterilized animals are the source of the overpopulation of 

dogs and cats in Hawaii. They are more likely to be responsible in the improved breeding of 

purebred dogs and cats.  They go through many expensive hurdles to import animals through our 

stringent Quarantine requirements in order that Hawaii can keep its Rabies free status.  They are 

not likely to want their pets producing unplanned litters.   Progeny of these purebred pets are 

generally sold to well screened buyers also contracted to not produce unplanned litters.  

The fines for violations seem excessive and aiming regulations at the most responsible pet 

owners upon importation does not seem to be the best way to deal with the problem.   

Alison W. Jayne, DVM 

Opposed to current version 

HB1736 
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Working together leads to sustainable solutions. Imposing mandates without community support 

does not. 

  

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to OPPOSE HB1736 HD1. 
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Comments:  

As a citizen of the Island of Hawaii, I strongly support legislation to require sterilization of all 

cats. Cats are now so overabundant that our public lands and open spaces have all become 

dumping grounds. Where cat feeding has been prohibited, the problem just gets moved to a 

different place. Shelters cannot accommodate the shear number of cats that continue to 

reproduce. While cat breeders may oppose this measure, they may continue to acquire cats from 

the mainland or other countries, as we do with virtually all our other goods. Ironically, it is the 

cat breeders that elect to sterilize designer and other fancy cat breeds to control the market share. 

We simply do not need any more cats in Hawaii period.  

Respectfully, Steven Hess 
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Comments:  

Please SUPPORT HB1736. 

I am writing because the number of feral cats on Maui is out of control.  They can now be found 

at all elevations and in most all of our regions. This is most concerning because as you know, the 

islands are already known as "the extinction capitol of the world."  Feral cats spread diseases that 

are affecting our wildlife and they KILL our highly endangered Honeycreepers. 

Please support this bill.  It is good animal welfare policy. 
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Comments:  

Please pass this bill. Outdoor feral cats are causing the decline of our endangered Hawaiian 

waterbirds, endangered seabirds and other native wildlife, among them Hawaiian Monk Seals, 

Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins and Humpback Whales. 

We need to act now to save our endangered wildlife.  
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