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TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Februaiy 27, 2026
Conference Room 308

TO: The Honorable Chris Todd, Chair, The Honorable Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair,
and Members of the House Committee on Finance

RE: SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL NO. 1725, HD 1, RELATING TO BUILDING
CODES

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) supports and offers
comments on House Bill No. 1725, HD 1, which fixes the applicable building codes,
standards, and county amendments for the life of a building permit, subject to certain
exceptions and rules. This bill also specifies the applicability of the International
Residential Code, and authorizes a county to adopt amendments to the Hawai‘i state
building code, under certain circumstances, and repeals the counties’ existing authority

DPP concurs that code consistency throughout the life of a project and
associated permits can significantly simplify the plan preparation, review, construction
and administrative burdens associated with code changes. This legislation will benefit
plan reviewing agencies, plan preparers, the construction industiy and the public. We
provide the following suggestions:

Amend the Section (e) to prevent undermining the justification of point-in-time
applicability.

“(e) The applicable code fixed under this section shall remain in effect for the life
of the permit and any extension request granted by the county's permit expiration
rule; provided that the applicant diligently pursues the permit. New codes
adopted subsequent to the submittal of the buildinq_permit a_Qplication_ shall not
be applied to the project, unless a written request is approved by the building
official.
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Amend the definition of “Authorization to proceed with construction” to: “...means
any written approval by a county building official that allows work under its jurisdiction to
begin prior to the issuance of final building permits.”

Amend the definition of “Material Change” to: “...means a change that alters the
occupancy group, increases design occupant load beyond thresholds that change code
requirements, increases building height or area beyond allowable limits, or changes the
primary structural system. The authority having_jurisdiction (AHJ) shall retain the right
to determine situations that qualify as a material change.”

DPP is in favor of the changes to the Hawai‘i State Building Code adoption cycle
to six-years. This will benefit the design and construction community, as well as the
DPP.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Very truly yours.

F0{'- Dawn Takeuchi Apuna
Director





HB 1725 HD1 RELATING TO BUILDING CODES - SUPPORT 
State Office of Planning and Sustainable Development 

February 27, 2026 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

and reduces mid-stream design revisions that can increase costs and delay housing and 
infrastructure delivery. We support the inclusion of an exemption for building code updates that 
address an imminent threat to life or safety that is directly implicated by the permitted scope of 
work, ensuring that critical public safety protections remain in place. The inclusion of clear 
definitions for terms such as “complete building permit application,” diligently pursues,” and 
“material change” is welcomed by OPSD. These definitions remove ambiguity, reduce disputes, 
and improve the overall efficiency of the permitting process. 
 
 Finally, OPSD supports the appropriation for staff and consultant services for the SBCC. 
Adequate staffing and technical support are essential for the SBCC to fulfill its statutory and 
organizational responsibilities. This appropriation will help ensure that Hawai’i’s building code 
framework is both technically sound and administratively functional.  
 
 For these reasons, OPSD supports HB 1725, HD 1. By providing greater predictability 
in code applicability, extending adoption cycles to better reflect real-world development 
timelines, and strengthening the capacity of the State Building Code Council, this measure 
creates a more stable and efficient regulatory environment. HB 1725, HD 1 is needed to reduce 
uncertainty and delays in the permitting process, which are significant barriers to timely housing 
development in Hawai’i. OPSD respectfully asks the Committee to pass this measure. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 
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to chapter 92, and exempt from the requirements of chapter 91.] 

on a six-year cycle by adopting every other published edition of 

each code.  The council shall complete each statewide adoption 

within twenty-four months after publication of the edition being 

adopted. 

Further HSEO requests removing reference to the six-year code adoption cycle 

on page 14, lines 6-7: 
d) Between six-year adoptions, the council may adopt 

limited statewide amendments only to: 

Continued efforts on energy efficiency standards in our building sector are 

paramount to meeting state-established goals and energy affordability. Energy 

efficiency is the least-cost path to achieving these state-established goals. Lengthening 

the code cycle amounts to imposing higher operating costs on consumers.   

 
Part 2: Relating to County Amendments (pages 10-12, page 16) 

HSEO notes that HB 1725, HD1, as written, repeals the county authority to 

amend and adopt the Hawai‘i State Building Codes without council approval (page 16, 

lines 7-21); this authority appears to be added back into the statute through the addition 

of HRS §107-B, (page 10, lines 13-19; page 11; page 12, lines 1-17).  

These proposed changes impose significant procedural burdens on counties 

seeking to adopt more stringent amendments, while establishing comparatively fewer 

requirements for counties that wish to adopt less stringent amendments. Further, 

section b, states, “The adopted Energy Conservation Code may be 

enforced by the counties on a voluntary basis” (page 12, lines 10-12).  

As drafted, these provisions could effectively limit or create ambiguity around 

county enforcement authority for energy codes. In addition, with the removal of the 

automatic state adoption mechanism, it is unclear how updated state-adopted codes 

would be implemented or take effect at the county level. 

For these reasons, HSEO respectfully requests the removal of these 

amendments in their entirety. As written, they risk undermining both the integrity of 

energy code requirements and the counties’ ability to consistently enforce them. 
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Part 3 – Capacity Building for the State Building Code Council (SBCC) 

HSEO strongly supports Part 3 that seeks to provide dedicated staffing and 

consultant support to the SBCC. The historical lack of financial support for the SBCC 

has caused lengthy delays in past code adoption and implementation activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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PRP
Testimony of

Pacific Resource Partnership

Hawai‘i State Legislature
Honorable Members of the House Committee on Finance (FIN)

Friday, Feb. 27, 2026

Subject: Strong support for HB1725 HD1 - Relating to Building Codes

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the committee:

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) is a labor-management alliance between the Hawai‘i Regional
Council of Carpenters, representing over 6,000 union carpenters and apprentices, and more than 250
signatory contractors statewide. Together, we represent a significant portion of Hawai‘i's construction
industry workforce and employers.

As an organization dedicated to protecting Hawai‘i's working families, businesses, and taxpayers through
fair practices in the construction industry, PRP strongly supports HB1725 HD1. This measure promotes
predictability and cost certainty in construction, directly aids in addressing Hawai‘i's housing crisis, and
maintains safety standards without imposing unnecessary burdens.

Hawai‘i's construction sector is critical to our economy and to delivering the housing our communities
desperately need. However, frequent code changes and mid-project revisions create significant
uncertainty, delays, and added expenses for homebuilders, workers, and ultimately homebuyers.
Homebuilders need surety when finalizing plans and commencing projects. Having to adapt mid-stream
to new codes — often due to permitting delays or updates during construction — imposes unnecessary
costs through redesigns, material substitutions, additional engineering, and schedule disruptions. These
costs are ultimately passed on, further straining affordability in our housing-short state.

HB1725 HD1 directly addresses these challenges in several ways. Part I establishes point-in-time
applicability: once a county accepts a complete building permit application or issues an authorization to
proceed, the applicable building codes, standards, and county amendments are fixed for the life of the
permit (including extensions, provided diligent pursuit), subject only to narrow exceptions for imminent
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(Continued From Page 1)

life-safety threats that are narrowly tailored and documented. This prevents disruptive mid-project
changes and allows builders to plan with confidence.

Part ll shifts the state building code adoption cycle to six years (adopting every other published edition of
the International Code Council suite), with limited mid-cycle amendments restricted to specific
circumstances such as federal requirements, error corrections, or urgent life-safety/resilience needs. lt
also clarifies the applicability of the International Residential Code (IRC) to certain smaller multiplex
buildings (e.g., triplexes and fourplexes under specified conditions) and allows counties to adopt more or
less stringent amendments with required findings and impact statements, promoting thoughtful, locally
tailored rules. Many other states facing similar home-building crises have moved toward longer periods of
code stability to reduce costs and accelerate production. California, which traditionally operates on a
triennial (three-year) cycle, recently enacted AB 130 (2025), imposing a six-year moratorium on changes
to residential building standards (from October 2025 to June 2031, with limited exceptions for
emergencies or specific safety measures). This effectively extends stability beyond the usual cycle —
skipping the 2028 residential update — and supports housing efforts with no impact on safety.

By providing greater predictability through point-in-time code fixing and a six-year adoption cycle, HB1725
HD1 safeguards honest contractors and workers who play by the rules, reduces unnecessary financial
burdens on projects, prevents cost overruns that hinder housing supply, and promotes trust in the system.
This fosters fair competition, supports economic growth, and helps deliver much-needed affordable
housing for our families and communities, all without compromising public safety.

PRP appreciates the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB1725 HD1.

Andr Per¢ ire or of Public Affairs
Pacific Resource Partnership
1100 Alakea Street, 4th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813
Phone: (808) 528-5557
Email: apereira@prp-hawaii.com
Website: wwvv.grp-hawaiicom
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Comments:  

Chair Chris Todd, Vice Chair Jenna Takenouchi and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Anthony Borge with RMA Sales.  We are a locally-owned and managed kamaaina 

company snce 1961.  We manufacture and distribute louver jalousie windows, security and strom 

screens through a network of dealers and contractors throughout the state of Hawaii.   

We strongly support HB 1725 H.D 1 that will among other things extend the IRC/IBC Code 

adoption from the current 3 year cycle to 6 years similar to the  state of California.  This will 

allow all stakeholders time to thoroughly review the proposed Codes, make needed amendments 

to make it relevant to our climate/geographical location enabling a more efficient permitting 

process 

Thank you. 

Anhony Borge 

 







Allowing counties’ to adopt amendments to the state building codes that are “LESS” 
stringent defeats the whole purpose of having codes and standards and contradicts the 
stated purpose of the UPC, to provide, “minimum requirements and standards  for the 
protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.”1 

Building codes and standards are updated regularly to incorporate new scientific findings 
and technological advancements ensure public health, safety, and welfare, and increase 
a community's resilience to natural disasters2. 3 

¶ Learning from disasters: Every new code is a response to prior failures, with 
research from events like fires and hurricanes directly informing changes to prevent 
future tragedies. 

¶ Advancements in technology and materials: The development of new, high-
performing, and safer building materials and construction techniques requires 
codes to evolve to allow their use and establish minimum standards for quality. 

¶ Improved public health and safety: Updates address new information regarding 
health hazards (e.g., exposure to asbestos or mold) and introduce requirements for 
improved indoor air quality, ventilation, and fire suppression systems to protect 
occupants. 

¶ Enhanced structural integrity: Codes are continually refined to ensure buildings 
can better withstand specific local hazards, such as high winds, seismic activity, 
and snow loads, based on the latest data and engineering knowledge. 

¶ Energy eƯiciency and sustainability: Modern codes incorporate requirements for 
better insulation, more eƯicient HVAC systems, and the integration of renewable 
energy sources (like solar panels) to reduce energy consumption, lower operating 
costs, and mitigate environmental impact. 

¶ Promoting accessibility: Code updates often include revisions to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards and other accessibility guidelines to ensure 
buildings are inclusive and usable for everyone. 

 
1 ÉĲĲ 2024 Uniform Plumbing Code, Page 1, Chapter 1 (Administration), Section 101.3 (Purpose)  
2 ÉĲĲЮhttps://www.nist.gov/buildings-construction/understanding-building-
codes#:~:text=Share,these%20recommendations%20into%20actionable%20codes. 
3 ÉĲĲЮċũƚŸЮhttps://amyduttonhome.com/posts/building-codes-why-are-they-
important/#:~:text=Overall%2C%20building%20codes%20cover%20various,a%20consultation%20with%20
Amy%20here! 



¶ Legal and financial risk reduction: Adhering to the latest, legally mandated codes 
helps property owners, builders, and designers avoid costly lawsuits, fines, project 
delays, and potential insurance coverage denials. 

¶ Maintaining property value and insurability: Properties built to current standards 
are more durable, desirable, and likely to retain their value, often qualifying for lower 
insurance premiums because they pose less risk to insurers.  

Regular updates, typically on a three-year cycle, are a crucial part of a consensus-driven 
process involving a wide range of experts, from engineers and architects to building 
oƯicials and manufacturers, and licensed tradesmen that perform the work and install the 
system, ensuring codes remain relevant and eƯective4.  

Part III of the bill proposed to appropriate monies from the general revenues to fund a full 
time position to serve the Hawai`i state building code council (SBCC).  

Although, we see merit in this proposal, we note that similar funding is included in Item No. 
39.1 (AGS, $326,882) of HB 1800 related to the state budget, and believe that such 
appropriations is more appropriately discussed in that measure as opposed to being 
discussed here.  

Prior to the initial emergency proclamation issued that paused the SBCC, the SBCC was 
functioning and performing its duties with the dedicated volunteer members and 
stakeholders that were involved. The codes and standards were reviewed and amended in 
a timely and eƯicient manner, with the concurrence of a broad section of construction 
industry representation.  

The process being followed prior to the pause, and later suspension was a very 
comprehensive and collaborative approach to ensuring that codes and standards as 
published, were reviewed and amended to meet the unique needs and/or circumstances of 
various counties, with the concurrence of each county oƯicial and the assistance of 
industry experts. Such a pause and subsequent suspension of the SBCC, and the 
important work that it did and does has caused undue confusion in the construction 
industry. 

For the reasons stated above, without amendments to Part I, and the deletion of Part(s) II 
and II entirely, we respectfully urge your Committee on Finance to HOLD and/or DEFER 
HB1725, H.D.1 indefinitely. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.  

 
4 ÉĲĲЮhttps://www.nfpa.org/about-nfpa/why-nfpa-codes-and-standards-matter 
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February 27, 2026 

House Committee on Finance 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

RE: SUPPORT for HB 1725 HD1 - RELATING TO BUILDING CODES 

 

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 

 

On behalf of Hawai‘i YIMBY, we are writing in support of HB 1725 HD1. 

Hawai‘i is facing a severe housing shortage and affordability crisis, and unnecessary 

delays in the building process only make the problem worse. Uncertainty at any stage of 

permitting or construction adds time, increases costs, and threatens the affordability of 

new homes. HB 1725 HD1 improves consistency and predictability by clarifying when 

building codes apply, reducing the risk of costly mid-project changes while maintaining 

strong health and safety standards. The bill also supports staffing and funding for the 

State Building Code Council, which will help ensure building codes are adopted and 

updated in a timely and thoughtful manner. Together, these reforms reduce risk, control 

costs, and help deliver much-needed housing more quickly for Hawai‘i’s communities. 

Hawai‘i YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) is a volunteer-led grassroots advocacy organization 

dedicated to supporting bold and effective solutions for Hawai‘i’s devastating housing 

crisis. Our members are deeply concerned about Hawai‘i’s chronic and worsening housing 

shortage, which has caused home prices to rise much faster than incomes and pushes 

thousands of kamaʻāina out to the mainland or into homelessness every single year. 

We ask your support for this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 
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Sincerely, 

 

Damien Waikoloa 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Edgardo Díaz Vega  

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Huey Kwik 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 
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HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Conference Room 308 
State Capitol 

2:00 pm 
  

February 27, 2026 
 
  

Subject:        HB 1725 - RELATING TO BUILDING CODES 
  
Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the Committee: 

My name is Roseann Freitas, CEO of the Building Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii). Chartered 
in 1955, the Building Industry Association of Hawaii is a professional trade organization affiliated with the 
National Association of Home Builders, representing the building industry and its associates. BIA-Hawaii 
takes a leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the industry to enhance the quality of life 
for the people of Hawaii. Our members build the communities we all call home. 
  
BIA-Hawaii offers the following testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 1725, Relating to Building Codes. 
This measure takes important steps toward creating a more predictable, coordinated, and effective 
system for both regulators and the construction industry. 

Under the current framework, building codes are updated on a pace that creates continuous strain on the 
system. As soon as a new code is adopted by the State Building Code Council (SBCC), agencies, 
designers, engineers, and builders must immediately begin analyzing the next round of codes. This cycle 
of constant transition places a heavy burden on county agencies responsible for enforcement, and 
creates uncertainty for projects already in the permitting or construction phases. 

HB 1725’s revised adoption timeline would introduce a more rational and manageable structure. Moving 
to a system that effectively allows alternating or staggered review cycles would create longer periods of 
code stability, enabling a more thorough and thoughtful review of each set of code, thereby ensuring 
better training for building officials and industry professionals, and a more efficient permitting process. 

It is important to note that this concept is already reflected in existing law. HRS §107-24(c) calls for codes 
to be adopted on a “staggered basis.” HB 1725 simply makes the process workable in practice. 

BIA-Hawaii would also like to clarify a common misunderstanding regarding the relationship between 
building code adoption and federal disaster funding. Specifically, building code adoption is not a 
requirement for FEMA disaster relief funding. Code adoption is only a scoring factor under FEMA’s 
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant program, and FEMA guidance provides 
points if an applicant “has adopted one of the two latest editions of the model building code.” HB 1725 
would not place Hawaii at any disadvantage in pursuing BRIC grants. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide our comments on this matter. 













 

 

   

 

180 Technology Parkway, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092 • Tel 404.636.8400 • www.ashrae.org 
 

  

In conclusion, ASHRAE opposes Part II of HB 1725 and urges the swift dismissal of this provision in 
your committees. We are at your disposal to answer any questions, and to address any comments or 
concerns you might have. We also wish to make ourselves available to you at any time if you find 
yourself in need of subject matter expertise on building sciences and the built environment. We can be 
reached at GovAffairs@ashrae.org. On behalf of our 54,000 members worldwide and our 260 members in 
Hawai‘i, thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill McQuade 
ASHRAE Society President, 2025-2026 



 
  
Feb. 27, 2026, 2 p.m.  
Hawaii State Capitol 
Conference Room 308 and Videoconference 
 
To: House Committee on Finance  
      Rep. Chris Todd, Chair 
      Rep. Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair 
 
From: Grassroot Institute of Hawaii​
            Ted Kefalas, Director of Strategic Campaigns 
 
RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1725 HD1 — RELATING TO BUILDING CODES 
 
Aloha chair, vice chair and other committee members,  
 
The Grassroot Institute of Hawaii supports HB1725 HD1, which would amend how the state and counties 
adopt and implement the International Building Code.  
 
This bill would make several changes to Hawaii’s convoluted, dysfunctional building code adoption process.  
 
First, it would specify that once a county has issued an authorization to proceed with construction, a building 
permit issued under one set of codes is valid even if a code change takes place before the permitted project is 
complete.  
 
Second, it would require the State Building Code Council to adopt building codes every six years.  
 
Third, it would eliminate the process by which the counties adopt their own amended versions of the state 
code. Instead, the code adopted by the SBCC would be the statewide code, with counties retaining some 
authority to make amendments to the code only as applicable in their jurisdictions.   
 
Fourth, it would allow three- and four-unit homes to be built under the International Residential Code instead 
of the International Building Code, subject to certain conditions.  
 
Last, it would appropriate funding for staff to assist the SBCC in administering its duties.  

1050 Bishop St. #508 | Honolulu, HI 96813 | 808-864-1776 | info@grassrootinstitute.org 
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State law currently requires that the State Building Code Council adopt every iteration of the International 
Building Code and related codes within two years of their being released; the counties then have an additional 
two years to make amendments to the state code and adopt those versions. 
 
It is concerning, however, that the state and counties often struggle to meet these deadlines. For example, the 
State Building Code Council adopted the 2018 Interim Building Code1 in April 2021, and Honolulu didn’t fully 
adopt its own amended code based on that version until mid-2024.2 In the meantime, the IBC released 
updated codes as scheduled in 2021 and 2024. 
 
Because of this staggered adoption process, county building officials, builders and architects must constantly 
learn different building codes. For builders, this means navigating as many as four different codes, which takes 
time and training that increase administrative costs.  
 
This process also stresses already-understaffed county planning and permitting departments, and research has 
shown that permitting delays can affect home prices.3  
 
Furthermore, specifying that three- and four-unit homes can be built under the International Residential Code 
instead of the International Building Code under certain conditions would reduce construction costs for these 
dwellings,4 which could encourage more construction of them to help mitigate Hawaii’s housing crisis.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
 
Ted Kefalas 
Director of Strategic Campaigns 
Grassroot Institute of Hawaii  

4 John Zeenah, “Beyond Zoning: Hidden Code Barriers to Middle-Scale Housing,” Center for Building in North America, September 
2025. 

3  Paul Emrath, “How Government Regulation Affects the Price of a New Home,” National Association of Homebuilders, Economics 
and Housing Policy Group, 2011, p. 5; and Adam Millsap, Samuel Staley and Vittorio Nastasi, “Assessing the Effects of Local Impact 
Fees and Land-use Regulations on Workforce Housing in Florida,” James Madison Institute, Dec. 11, 2018, p. 19. 

2 Ashley Mizuo, “As stakeholders navigate building code updates, counties bear the burden,” Hawai‘i Public Radio, Aug. 27, 2024.  

1 “State Building Code Adoption,” State Building Code Council, April 20, 2021, p. 1.  

1050 Bishop St. #508 | Honolulu, HI 96813 | 808-864-1776 | info@grassrootinstitute.org 
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Committee:  House Committee on Finance 
Bill Number:   HB 1725 HD1, Relating to Building Codes 
Hearing Date and Time: February 27, 2026, at 2:00pm (Room 308) 
Re:   Testimony of Holomua Collaborative in support  
 
Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committees: 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of HB 1725 HD1. This 
measure, in part, addresses a critical bottleneck in our housing pipeline by extending 
the state building code adoption cycle from two years to six years and providing the 
State Building Code Council (SBCC) with the necessary funding. 
 
Hawai‘i remains in a severe housing crisis. Skyrocketing home prices leave many local 
families struggling to secure safe, attainable places to live. The median single-family 
home price in Hawai‘i now exceeds $1,000,000, while the median condominium price is 
nearly $650,000, creating an unaffordable barrier for most residents. As a result, many 
local families are being forced to leave in search of more affordable options elsewhere. 
Between July 2024 and July 2025, an average of 11 people left Hawai‘i each day. 1 More 
Native Hawaiians now live outside Hawai‘i than within it, representing a staggering loss 
of our culture, traditions, and the very essence of what makes Hawai‘i home. 
 
In October 2025, a survey2 of local workers' day-to-day financial experience indicated 
that the crisis continues to reach alarming levels. When nearly 3,200 local workers were 
asked whether they might need to move to a less expensive state, only 25 percent 
answered “no” definitively, down from 31 percent in 2024. Meanwhile, 75 percent said 
“yes” or were “unsure”, representing an increase from 69 percent in 2024. Additionally, 
more than half of respondents cited housing costs as the primary driver of their high 
cost of living. A notable driver in the increased cost of housing is the frequent and 
unpredictable code changes, which result in moving targets for builders, and delays and 
increased costs that are ultimately passed down to local residents and homebuyers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division Estimates, released January 2026; and 
calculations by the Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & 
Tourism, Hawai‘i State Data Center.  
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/census/popestimate/2025/state-
pop/2025_daily_est_state.pdf 
 
2 2025 Hawai‘i Affordability Survey - https://holomuacollective.org/survey-25/#3 
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A significant, yet fixable, driver of these housing costs is the frequent and unpredictable 
nature of code changes. Building codes are complex, highly technical documents. 
Under the current system, every time a new code is adopted, it takes at least one to two 
years for county permitting officials, plan reviewers, and design professionals to reach 
a common interpretation of the new requirements. This leads to a costly period of trial 
and error, with design professionals repeatedly resubmitting plans to understand what 
reviewers require for approval. 
 
By the time a shared understanding is reached, the current three-year cycle is nearly 
over, and the process begins again. This creates a perpetual "moving target" for 
builders, causing delays and carrying costs that are ultimately passed on to 
homebuyers. 
 
HB 1725 HD 1 proposes a more rational six-year adoption cycle. By aligning with the 
model code official publication dates, we provide the industry and regulators with a 
stable four- to five-year window during which the system functions smoothly, permits 
are processed quickly, and fewer errors occur. This stability will result in direct cost 
savings for home construction. 
 
Furthermore, this extended cycle gives counties more time to develop thoughtful, local 
amendments. For instance, it allows time to adjust requirements such as insulated 
flooring, which may be necessary in other climates but would add unnecessary cost in 
Hawai‘i, while still maintaining rigorous safety standards. 
 
Additionally, this measure provides essential funding for SBCC staff. Despite being 
responsible for vital safety and structural standards, the SBCC is an entirely volunteer 
group and has operated without staff since its inception in 2007. This lack of resources 
has led to missed statutory deadlines and increased uncertainty. Funding the SBCC is a 
modest investment that will yield significant returns in efficiency and predictability for 
our construction industry. 
 
We must reform the broken systems that make building in Hawai‘i unnecessarily 
expensive. By stabilizing our building codes and supporting the SBCC, we can help 
ensure that more local families can afford to stay in Hawai‘i. 
 
We respectfully urge your committees to pass HB 1725 HD 1. Mahalo for your time and 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Prellberg 
Policy and Communications Director 
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Together, these reforms reduce regulatory volatility, improve permitting 

efficiency, and help control construction costs. At a time when Hawaii continues to face a 

severe housing shortage, stabilizing the building code system is an important step toward 

making housing development more feasible and predictable without compromising public 

safety. For these reasons, we respectfully urge your support of HB 1725 HD1. 

. 

 

 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

 
Ken Hayashida, President 

NAIOP Hawaii 
 



Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

February 27, 2026 

TO: Chair Todd and Members of the House Committee on Finance 

RE: HB 1725 HD1, Relating to the Building Code 
 
Dear Todd and Committee Members, 
 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a nonprofit dedicated to creating opportunities for 
Hawai‘i’s next generations by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
 
We strongly support House Bill 1725 HD1. We need to make it easier for folks to 
follow the Building Code. Frequent code changes and historically long permitting 
processes only add confusion among builders and government officials, adding delays 
and increasing housing costs for residents. Moving the building code cycle from 3 
years to 6 years means we can spend less time debating (already) good rules and 
spend more time actually building. 

This is a Building Code reform measure that functions as an omnibus. It fixes the life 
of building permits, makes it easier for county governments to adopt and amend their 
own building codes and appropriates resources to the State Building Code Council to 
hire someone to staff the SBCC and coordinate among stakeholders. If we want more 
housing, the rules need to work for builders. 

By fixing the applicable building codes and standards for the life of a building permit, 
HB1725 provides much-needed certainty to developers and builders. This approach 
reduces the risk of mid-project code changes, which can cause delays, increase 
costs, and deter investment in new housing. 
 
The bill also clarifies the applicability of the International Residential Code and 
establishes a more deliberate six-year code adoption cycle.  These changes balance 
the need for up-to-date safety standards with the practical realities of project 
planning and execution. Allowing counties to propose amendments to the state 
building code, subject to State Building Code Council oversight, ensures local 
flexibility while maintaining statewide consistency. 
 
Let’s make it easier (and safer) to build homes. Please advance House Bill 1725 HD1. 
 

Thank you, 

 
 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  

hawaiisfuture.org 
 

mailto:lee@hawaiisfuture.org
mailto:perry@hawaiisfuture.org




https://www.hawaiicounties.org/
mailto:hsac@hawaiicounties.org


 
 

 
 
 
 
February 26, 2026 
 
The Hon. Chris Todd, Chair 
House Committee on Finance 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Comments on House Bill 1725, House Draft 1 
 
Aloha Chair Todd, 
 
The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on legislation before your committee, HB 1725, HD 1. 
 
Founded in 1926, IAPMO is a standards development organization and trade association that produces the most 
progressive and technically advanced plumbing, mechanical and water efficiency codes in the world. Our membership 
includes contractors, engineers, manufacturers, suppliers, plumbing and mechanical inspectors, and building officials. 
IAPMO’s primary motive for action is to protect the public’s health by promoting efficient and effective plumbing and 
mechanical systems. 
 
For decades, the State of Hawaii has relied on the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) as the foundation of its State 
Plumbing Code, demonstrating a long-standing commitment to nationally recognized, science-based safeguards for 
drinking water, sanitation, and building safety. It is considered the industry gold standard and is the only plumbing 
code accredited by the American National Standards Institute for ensuring openness and consensus in its development 
process.  
 
Given Hawaii’s island geography, limited freshwater resources, vulnerability to natural hazards, and construction costs, 
maintaining a modern, resilient plumbing code is especially critical to protecting public health while supporting 
long-term water sustainability and housing affordability. The UPC is updated on a regular cycle to reflect the latest 
public-health research, engineering best practices, and technological advancements, a process widely recognized as 
essential to protecting health, safety, and welfare. Staying current with code adoption ensures that jurisdictions can 
incorporate innovations that improve water efficiency, conservation, and affordability, including modern approaches 
to plumbing system design that reflect today’s lower-flow fixtures and appliances. A key example is the UPC’s Water 
Demand Calculator, a statistically based, research-validated tool that allows plumbing systems to be rightsized, 
reducing unnecessary materials, lowering construction costs, conserving water and energy, and improving water quality 
by reducing stagnation -- outcomes that directly support housing affordability and public health without compromising 
safety. To further improve water quality and conservation, the UPC also includes innovative methods and materials, 
comprehensive installation guidelines, and advanced provisions for water efficiency and reuse. 
 
IAPMO supports efficient and cohesive adoption of building codes for the public health and safety of Hawaiians. For 
any additional assistance or information, please contact me at david.yow@iapmo.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
     
  
 
David Yow    
IAPMO Director of Government Relations  



 
2026 Board of Directors/Officers: 

President- Eric Tomishima 
Vice President- Lyle Carden 

Secretary- Grace Arends 
Treasurer- Bryce Iwami 

Past President- Grant Okunaga 
 
February 26, 2026 
 
 
Subject:     House Bill HB 1725, HD1 
 
Committee: House Committee on Housing 
  House Committee on Water and Land 
 
 
Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee,  
  
On behalf of the Structural Engineers Association of Hawaii (SEAOH) for which I am serving as the current 
President, I am writing this letter in response to House Bill 1725, HD1 (HB 1725). 
 
In review of HB 1725, and with consensus among the SEAOH Building Code Committee, SEAOH Opposes 
portions of HB 1725 while Supporting other portions with comments as follows: 
 
§107-A:  SEAOH STRONGLY OPPOSES the proposed language to extend the use of the International 
Residential Code (IRC) to “Multiplex residential buildings” (i.e. triplexes and fourplexes).   From a structural 
design standpoint, the intended use of the IRC is limited to “simple buildings” including one- and two-family 
dwellings or townhouses, located in regions with relatively low wind and seismic hazards.  Extending the use 
of the IRC beyond its applicability would result in misuse of the prescriptive structural design and result in 
designs which are deficient causing potential risk to life safety and performance of the structure during wind 
and/or seismic events. 
 

Refer to attached document for relevant background information and justification. 
 
 
Part II, §107-B:  SEAOH OPPOSES the proposed language to allow less stringent code provisions which 
could increase risk to health and life safety.   
 
Per HRS §107-28  “The governing body of each county shall amend, adopt, and update the Hawaii state 
building codes as they apply within their respective jurisdiction, in accordance with section 46-1.5(13), 
without approval of the council.”  Therefore it is not warranted to interject the language proposed in Part II, 
§107-B which  
 
a) has the potential to result in a less-stringent amendment with a significant increase in risk to health and 
life safety of structures (because “an acceptable level” is overly vague and not a definable level of risk in 
statute). 
b) allows the appointed SBCC to decide over the duly elected County authority and to declare what is 
“acceptable” for stringent or less stringent amendments. 
c) Housing affordability or delivery should not be defining factor for utilizing a less stringent amendment if 
the level of health and life safety is decreased below that applicable for other buildings.  

eric
New Stamp_3



 
Part I, Section 2.  HRS §107-24:  SEAOH SUPPORTS (with comments) to adopt building codes on a 6-
year cycle.  Adopting the International Building Code (IBC) on a 6-year cycle (on a staggered basis) is a 
reasonable approach as so long as any major life safety changes to the building code are addressed 
between each 6-year cycle.  The major structural codes [i.e. American Society of Civil Engineers “Minimum 
Design Loads and Associated Criteria for Buildings and Other Structures” (ASCE 7), American Institute of 
Steel Construction “Specification for Structural Steel Buildings” (AISC 360)] are published on a 6-year cycle 
and subsequently adopted by the following issuance of the IBC.  The adoption of the IBC would be consistent 
with ASCE 7 and AISC, with the only exception being the American Concrete Institute (ACI) codes which 
are published on a staggered basis.  Any concerns with the offset of the ACI publications could be addressed 
with State amendments should there be life safety concerns through coordination with SEAOH. 
 
To enable the State Building Code Council to adopt codes in a more efficient single process rather than in 
two separate steps, we recommend Section 107-24 be further amended to remove the requirement for a 
subcommittee of county building officials, allowing the council as a whole to determine any necessary or 
desirable state amendments, by deleting subsection b: 
 
“ §107-24  Authority and duties of the council.  (a)  Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, the council 
shall establish the Hawaii state building codes. 
    (b)  The council shall appoint a subcommittee comprising the four council members representing county 
building officials, whose duty shall be to recommend any necessary or desirable state amendments to the 
codes and standards identified in section 107-25.  Any recommended state amendments shall require the 
unanimous agreement of the subcommittee.” 
 
   (c) [ The] Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, beginning on the effective date of the next statewide 
adoption of the codes under section 107-25(3), the council shall adopt, amend, or update codes and 
standards identified in section 107-25 on a staggered basis as established by the council on a six-year cycle 
by adopting every other published edition of each code .[ ; provided that] The adoption of [a]  such code or 
standard shall be within [two years] 24 months after [of] the official publication date of the code or standard, 
pursuant to chapter 92, and exempt from the requirements of chapter 91.  If the council does not adopt a 
code or standard identified in section 107-25 within the [two-year] twenty-four-month time period, that code 
or standard shall automatically become part of the Hawaii state building code until superseded by the 
adoption of an amended version of the code or standard by the council pursuant to this subsection. 
 
Licensed design professional associations have been significantly involved in the code adoption and 
amendment process, offer a wealth of knowledge and information related to their disciplines, and should be 
considered as a stakeholders in the process.  Therefore we request the following revision: 
 
Section §107-24(f) — Stakeholder Consultation The council shall consult with general building contractor 
associations, [and] building trade associations, and licensed design professional associations to gather 
information and recommendations on construction practices and training relevant to building codes and 
standards. 
 
  



 
Part I, Section 2.  HRS §46:  SEAOH SUPPORTS (with comments) the proposed language to “fix” the 
applicable building code at the time of permitting.  SEAOH agrees with the intent to maintain the applicable 
building code in effect for the duration of a project. However, would clarify the language to maintain the 
applicable code to “at the time of building permit application” rather than upon “acceptance” or “issuance for 
construction”.  Delays in processing permit applications or review of construction documents with 
subsequent issuance of building permits, may result in code changes within that duration which could trigger 
a requirement to change the applicable design code.  Therefore, we suggest revising the language to include 
“at the time of building permit application” to avoid any confusion, misinterpretation resulting in costly design 
revisions. 
 
§46- Building codes; point-in-time applicability; at the time of permit application acceptance; authorization to 
proceed with construction.  
(a) The applicable building codes shall remain in effect for the term of any project at the time the county: 
    (1) Accepts a complete At the time of building permit application; or 
    (2) Issues an authorization to proceed with construction. 
 
If there are any questions please feel free to contact us. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Eric Tomishima, PE 
2026 SEAOH President 
 
ATTACHMENT: Applicability of the International Residential Code Provisions in Hawaii 
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Comments:  

Our existing building standards do not adequately consider the impacts of Climate Change.   The 
anticipated increase in extreme weather-related events such as fires and floods should be 
accounted for with up-to-date building codes to protect  residents and first 
responders.  Provisions in Section 5 need to be removed. 
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Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jubilee Westergaard  
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:01:31 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Guy Kudo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am writing in OPPOSITION to HB1725 HD1 as drafted. 

I respectfully urge you to HOLD  HB1725 HD1, or to remove the provisions found in Section 5 
of this measure. 

Thank you. 
  

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:06:39 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Choy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am writing in OPPOSITION to HB1725 HD1 as drafted. 

I respectfully urge you to HOLD  HB1725 HD1, or to remove the provisions found in Section 5 
of this measure. 

Thank you. 
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3. Improves consistency and accountability statewide. Moving to a six-year code 
adoption cycle reduces regulatory churn, and allows counties to adopt targeted 
amendments with required findings. This ensures transparency while respecting 
local conditions. 

 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge your support of HB 1725, HD1. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure. 
 
 







HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:32:28 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tammy Allen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support hb 1725. Clear standards help builders plan better. This bill moves housing 
forward, which is what we all want in order to keep our ohana here. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:34:12 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Priscilla Andrade Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you are on a 
different island. This bill brings consistency and fairness. Please pass it. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:35:19 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Askman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1725. Having different building codes in every county just makes things 
harder and more expensive. One clear statewide code makes sense. Mahalo for your time. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:37:06 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fawn Bertram Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I write today to submit testimony in support of hb1725. The current system wastes time and 
resources. This bill simplifies the process. Please support this measure. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:38:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick Brannigan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support hb1725 because the same building should not be treated differently in different 
counties. This bill creates fairness. I urge a yes vote. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:44:29 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Briber Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha - I strongly support HB1725. Having different building codes in every county just makes 
things harder and more expensive. One clear statewide code makes sense. For a year and a half 
(and counting), I have had a pending building permit application for construction of an 840 
square-foot, one-bedroom ADU with carport on our property in the Maui Meadows 
neighborhood of South Kihei on Maui (where a 1970s-era ADU stood before we tore it down 
after buying the property due to a slew of permit violations as most such structures on Maui 
seem to have). The permitting process has cost me thousands of dollars in billable hours to pay 
our architect's time spent going back and forth endlessly with Maui County for what is an 
incredibly simple one-bedroom ohana (where another similar ohana once stood), and we even 
already paid to remediate and replace the cesspool with a separate septic system. We are doing 
everything we are supposed to be doing according to the rules, while a neighbor down the street 
just renovated and constructed without any permitting and they're done with their project. We're 
essentially being punished for following the rules. The most recent word from the County in our 
permit application is that we are going to have to pay out of our own pocket to construct a fire 
hydrant (estimates range from $15,000-$25,000), because according to the fire dept whose 
blessing we need since this is the third structure on our property, the standpipes in our 
neighborhood do not provide sufficient water pressure to successfully put out a fire according to 
the fire dept. (which is, in itself, terrifying and inexcusable). This seems like something our (very 
high non-owner-occupied) tax dollars at over $30,000 per year should be paying for, but instead 
we will have to foot the bill for this piece of County infrastructure. What Maui County seems to 
be completely oblivious to is when you drastically increase the cost of constructing ADUs 
through unnecessary permitting costs and through putting the costs of County infrastructure that 
SHOULD be provided by the County (like water and fire fighting resources), landlords are 
forced to pass these costs along to tenants, and this is exactly what we will be forced to do. When 
we set out to build this ohana, our intent was to rent it at an affordable rate. The added costs of 
Maui County's burdensome permitting process (along with tariffs) are making this impossible - 
we will now be forced to rent this ohana at a much higher rate in order to ensure that we recoup 
our costs of building it during our lifetime. One wonders how Maui County can justify these 
unjustifiable permitting hurdles and added cost burdens on landowners who are trying to provide 
local housing in the face of a housing shortage. And for context, this is coming from a very 
liberal person who believes everyone deserves to be fed, have a roof over their head and access 
to healthcare. The state needs to tamp down these unnecessary and unjustifiable burdens on 
homebuilding and drastically streamline the permitting process if it really does prioritize fixing 
the housing shortage. Mahalo for your time and consideration.  



 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:46:33 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

GREG BROSSIER Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm sharing my testimony in support of House Bill 1725. This reform to the state building code is 
practical and overdue. I urge a yes vote. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:48:39 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rick vBundschuh Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider my testimony in support of HB1725. As someone who put in for a building 
permit for a 500sq ft guest house last year in April and is still waiting for final approval, I am fed 
up with the sloth and amateur actions of our local government. The current system is inefficient 
because different county codes slow everything down. A statewide approach makes sense. I hope 
you vote to pass this bill.  

 





HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:50:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faith Burns Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill 1725 as a reasonable reform. The current system creates extra work without 
clear benefits. A statewide baseline makes sense for a small state - I hope you all vote to pass this 
bill. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:52:08 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Francesca Carey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support House Bill 1725. The patchwork of county codes doesn't work 
anymore. It causes delays before construction even starts. A statewide baseline makes planning 
easier. Counties still have a role. This balance works. Please pass this bill.  

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:54:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kona Carle Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm sharing my testimony in support of House Bill 1725. This reform to the state building code is 
practical and overdue. I urge a yes vote. 

 





HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 12:59:20 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronda Castillo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hb1725 is a smart fix to an inefficient system. Different county codes slow down design and 
construction. This bill creates consistency while keeping safety standards. That should end up 
reducing delays that impact housing costs. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:48:02 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nolan Chang Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. 1725 as a practical solution. Same state, same baseline rules. That just makes 
sense. Please pass it. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:48:49 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tawna Chun Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The current building code adoption system creates delays without adding value. Please pass HB 
1725 today and modernize our building code to match with the current times. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:49:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Conner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

H.B.1725 is a smart fix to a broken system. I strongly support this bill to modernize our building 
codes. Please pass it. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:50:32 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Corpuz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1725 as a local resident who is tired of reading and hearing how our antiquated and 
inefficient systems and processes are the cause of delays, confusion and frustration. Please take a 
bold step and start with passing this bill. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:53:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brenner Danielson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because building in Hawaii is already complicated enough. Different 
county rules only add confusion. A statewide code makes expectations clear. This helps projects 
stay on track while still protecting public safety. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:54:06 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ellen Desruisseaux Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you cross a 
county line. That kind of inconsistency causes delays. This bill brings clarity and fairness. It's 
common sense. Please pass it. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:55:03 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Dillon Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support H.B. 1725. Same standards statewide make planning easier. This helps 
housing projects move forward. Please vote yes. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:56:12 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abhishek Duggal Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm submitting testimony today in support of HB1725. This bill offers a simple fix with real 
impact. Mahalo for your time. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:58:11 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail Edwards Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1725. Having different building codes in every county just makes things 
harder and more expensive. One clear statewide code makes sense. Mahalo for your time. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 1:59:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Emmons Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because building in Hawaii is already complicated enough. Different 
county rules only add confusion. A statewide code makes expectations clear. This helps projects 
stay on track while still protecting public safety. 

 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:06:59 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camille Erickson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you are on a 
different island. This bill brings consistency and fairness. Please pass it. Mahalo. 

 

finance4
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:11:04 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wayne Feike Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support hb1725 because the same building should not be treated differently in different 
counties. This bill creates fairness. I urge a yes vote. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:11:57 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Freeh Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support hb1725. Housing is already hard to build here. We shouldn't make it 
harder with inconsistent rules. Mahalo for listening. 
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:13:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gregory Friel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill No. 1725 as a practical housing reform. It removes avoidable delays. 
Mahalo for all that you do for our communities. I hope you all vote in favor of this bill. 
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:14:38 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexandra Haban Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you cross a 
county line. That kind of inconsistency causes delays. This bill brings clarity and fairness. It's 
common sense. Please pass it. Mahalo. 

 

finance4
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 2:17:12 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alfred Hagen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support hb 1725. Clear standards help builders plan better. This bill moves housing 
forward, which is what we all want in order to keep our ohana here. 

 

finance4
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:28:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Hastings Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am submitting testimony in support of HB1725. Consistency reduces delays. This bill does just 
that and I think it moves us in the right direction. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:30:28 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lon Hocker Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support House Bill 1725. The patchwork of county codes doesn't work 
anymore. It causes delays before construction even starts. A statewide baseline makes planning 
easier. Counties still have a role. This balance works. Please pass this bill.  
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:31:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendell Hosea Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hb1725 is a smart fix to an inefficient system. Different county codes slow down design and 
construction. This bill creates consistency while keeping safety standards. That should end up 
reducing delays that impact housing costs. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:33:07 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Huff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill 1725 because it reduces confusion and wasted effort. Clear rules help 
housing move faster. Please vote yes. 
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:42:24 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JERRY JACOBSON Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

H.B. 1725 helps align building rules with real-world construction. This is a common sense bill 
that you should pass out of committee. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:43:19 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark James Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill No. 1725 as a practical housing reform. It removes avoidable delays. 
Mahalo for all that you do for our communities. I hope you all vote in favor of this bill. I have 
been in mortgage lending since 1975 here in Hawai'i.  
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:44:06 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monica Jennings Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1725 because the same buildings should follow the same rules statewide. That's fair 
and practical. It saves time and money. Hawaii needs more housing, not more red tape. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:46:08 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gary Jones Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 

 

finance4
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:47:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John-Michael Kamakahi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support hb1725 because building codes shouldn't be a guessing game. This bill brings 
consistency where it's needed. It's a practical fix. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:48:15 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Kamauu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I write today to submit testimony in support of hb1725. The current system wastes time and 
resources. We recently built a home and the time to get the required permits was excessively 
longer than the time to actually build the home. 

This bill simplifies the process. Please support this measure. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:49:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer M Kamiko Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I am submitting testimony in support of H.B. 1725. Housing projects are already slow. 
Inconsistent rules make it worse. This bill helps reduce delays. Mahalo for considering my 
testimony. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:50:47 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Kern Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1725 because the same buildings should follow the same rules statewide. That's fair 
and practical. It saves time and money. Hawaii needs more housing, not more red tape. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:51:37 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Antoine Khalil Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I am submitting testimony in support of H.B. 1725. Housing projects are already slow. 
Inconsistent rules make it worse. This bill helps reduce delays. Mahalo for considering my 
testimony. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:54:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Larsen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha - I strongly support HB1725. Having different building codes in every county just makes 
things harder and more expensive. One clear statewide code makes sense. Mahalo for your time. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:55:05 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Audrey Lee  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support House Bill 1725. The patchwork of county codes doesn't work 
anymore. It causes delays before construction even starts. A statewide baseline makes planning 
easier. Counties still have a role. This balance works. Please pass this bill.  
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 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:56:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 I support hb 1725 because the current system creates delays that don't add safety. It just adds 
paperwork. A single statewide code is smarter. Mahalo for your consideration. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:57:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Lewis Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I am submitting testimony in support of H.B. 1725. Housing projects are already slow. 
Inconsistent rules make it worse. This bill helps reduce delays. Mahalo for considering my 
testimony. 
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Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:59:05 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracie Lutzenhiser Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill 1725 as a reasonable reform. The current system creates extra work without 
clear benefits. A statewide baseline makes sense for a small state - I hope you all vote to pass this 
bill. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 6:59:53 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerry Lynch Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

H.B.1725 is a smart fix to a broken system. I strongly support this bill to modernize our building 
codes. Please pass it. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:00:51 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracy Manhan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill 1725 because it reduces confusion and wasted effort. Clear rules help 
housing move faster. Please vote yes. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:01:40 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rayna Marsh Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. 1725 as a practical solution. Same state, same baseline rules. That just makes 
sense. Please pass it. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:02:24 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Willa Marten Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support hb 1725. This bill cuts red tape without cutting safety. That's the right 
approach. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:04:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David May Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support H.B. 1725. Same standards statewide make planning easier and quicker. This 
helps housing projects move forward more rapidly. Please vote yes. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:04:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colleen Medeiros Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because we need to change the way we adopt our building codes. I am 
hopeful that clear rules will mean fewer delays. Please pass this bill. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:05:49 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Melendez Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

H.B.1725 is a smart fix to a broken system. I strongly support this bill to modernize our building 
codes. Please pass it. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:06:51 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Monoscalco Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider my testimony in support of HB1725. The current system is inefficient because 
different county codes slow everything down and provide no benefits. A statewide approach 
makes sense. I hope you vote to pass this bill. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:07:41 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Morse Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support hb 1725. Clear standards help builders plan better. This bill moves housing 
forward, which is what we all want in order to keep our ohana here. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:10:09 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Murphy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1725 because the same buildings should follow the same rules statewide. That's fair 
and practical. It saves time and money. Hawaii needs more housing, not more red tape. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:11:07 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Owen Myers Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha - I am submitting testimony in support of HB1725. The lack of a uniform building code 
causes confusion and delays. This bill creates consistency across counties. It is a reasonable 
reform. Please pass it. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:22:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karl Nakamura Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support H.B. 1725 because clarity matters. Builders shouldn't relearn rules in every 
county. This bill makes expectations clear from the start. That helps projects stay on schedule. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:25:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance Nash Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support House Bill 1725. The patchwork of county codes doesn't work 
anymore. It causes delays before construction even starts. A statewide baseline makes planning 
easier. Counties still have a role. This balance works. Please pass this bill.  
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:26:44 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Nosaka Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you cross a 
county line. That kind of inconsistency causes delays. This bill brings clarity and fairness. It's 
common sense. Please pass it. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:27:34 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernon Okada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:28:44 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kay Jessica OReilly Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I support H.B. 1725 because building rules shouldn't change just because you are on a 
different island. This bill brings consistency and fairness. Please pass it. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:29:28 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Pelca Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:30:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tanya Power Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because building in Hawaii is already complicated enough. Different 
county rules only add confusion. A statewide code makes expectations clear. This helps projects 
stay on track while still protecting public safety. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:31:17 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Rabideau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:32:07 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Reid Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am submitting testimony in support of HB1725. Consistency reduces delays. This bill does just 
that and I think it moves us in the right direction. 

 

finance4
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:34:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peter Rexer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB 1725. Consistency lowers risk and speeds up construction. This bill makes 
sense to me. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:34:56 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Roy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1725 because the same buildings should follow the same rules statewide. That's fair 
and practical. It saves time and money. Hawaii needs more housing, not more red tape. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:36:19 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Reba Roy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm sharing my testimony in support of House Bill 1725. This reform to the state building code is 
practical and overdue. I urge a yes vote. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:38:11 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aileen Sakamoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider my testimony in support of HB1725. The current system is inefficient because 
different county codes slow everything down. A statewide approach makes sense. I hope you 
vote to pass this bill. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:39:49 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Waria Salhi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1725. Clear and consistent building rules help projects move faster. When 
builders know the rules upfront, there are fewer surprises. That saves time and money for 
everyone involved. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:41:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Duane D Santiago Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider my testimony in support of House Bill No. 1725. Builders should not face 
different rules for the same building. This bill fixes that problem. Please vote yes. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:41:46 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Scott Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider my testimony in support of HB1725. The current system is inefficient because 
different county codes slow everything down. A statewide approach makes sense. I hope you 
vote to pass this bill. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:42:36 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harold Snyder Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha - I am submitting testimony in support of HB1725. The lack of a uniform building code 
causes confusion and delays. This bill creates consistency across counties. It is a reasonable 
reform. Please pass it. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:43:39 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michele Sorensen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I am submitting testimony in support of H.B. 1725. Housing projects are already slow. 
Inconsistent rules make it worse. This bill helps reduce delays. Mahalo for considering my 
testimony. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:45:02 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Starrett Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:46:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Stevens Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support hb1725 because the same building should not be treated differently in different 
counties. This bill creates fairness. I urge a yes vote. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:46:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Stoddard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I strongly support HB1725. Consistency matters for builders and communities. When 
rules are clear, projects move faster. This bill brings needed clarity. Please vote yes. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:48:15 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alessio Stossich Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support House Bill No. 1725 as a practical housing reform. It removes avoidable delays. 
Mahalo for all that you do for our communities. I hope you all vote in favor of this bill. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:49:18 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ken Takeya Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha - I strongly support HB1725. This bill modernizes how we build in Hawaii by updating 
the building code and getting rid of the county adoption process. I think this will cut down on 
confusion and delays. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:50:05 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Vetter Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B.1725 as someone who sees how slow building already is. Different rules in each 
county only make it worse. This bill removes unnecessary friction. That helps housing get built 
sooner. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:51:24 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Desiree Watson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1725. Clear and consistent building rules help projects move faster. When 
builders know the rules upfront, there are fewer surprises. That saves time and money for 
everyone involved. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:52:46 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Norma Watt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because we need to change the way we adopt our building codes. I am 
hopeful that clear rules will mean fewer delays. Please pass this bill. Mahalo. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:53:37 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Yasuhara Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support H.B. No. 1725 because building in Hawaii is already complicated enough. Different 
county rules only add confusion. A statewide code makes expectations clear. This helps projects 
stay on track while still protecting public safety. 

 

finance4
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 7:54:26 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicholas Zehr Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I strongly support House Bill 1725. Builders should be building, not reworking plans for 
different counties. This bill helps reduce wasted effort. Please pass it. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 8:00:45 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Hawkins Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hb1725 is a smart fix to an inefficient system. Different county codes slow down design and 
construction. This bill creates consistency while keeping safety standards. That should end up 
reducing delays that impact housing costs. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2026 8:02:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martha Morishige Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I strongly support HB1725. Having different building codes in every county just makes 
things harder and more expensive. One clear statewide code makes sense. Mahalo for your time. 
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HB-1725-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2026 10:46:57 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Brandt Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose. 
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