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Comments:  

Dear Chairs and Members of the HHS and WAM Committees, 

I am submitting testimony in support of HB1688 HD1, which requires the Department of Human 
Services to allow an income disregard for individuals with disabilities when determining 
Medicaid eligibility.  

We support numerous people with developmental disabilities whose families are terrified about 
their loved ones' dreams for full employment, because of the prospect of losing Medicaid due to 
income restrictions. 

Many people with developmental disabilities require lifelong and life-sustaining services that are 
provided only through Medicaid. This includes home and community-based services, personal 
care, nursing services, medical equipment, and other supports that prevent them from becoming 
isolated in costly institutional settings. 

Medicaid income eligibility requirements force people with disabilities to live in poverty, living 
without universal human rights such as an adequate standard of living, housing, 
education, employment, and ownership of property. People should not be forced to choose 
between an equitable standard of living and support services only covered by Medicaid.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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�D�O�V�R���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�X�W�G�D�W�H�G���D�V�V�H�W���O�L�P�L�W�����\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���+�%�������������W�U�X�O�\��
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���E�\���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���W�R���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�����E�X�W���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����S�X�U�V�X�H��
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\����
��
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
��
�9�H�U�\���5�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O�O�\����
��
�-�D�Q�H�O�O�H���)�L�H�V�W�D��
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ANNETTE TASHIRO Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill. There are so many people with disabilities who are contributing to the 
economy of Hawaii by working hard at their jobs, yet the disincentives would be the loss of their 
medical and social supports because they earn over the threshhold amount. 
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Kaili  Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Vice Chairs, 
 
My name is Kaili Swan. I am in strong support of this measure. I have an intellectual disability, 
and I am on Medicaid. I like working my job at James Campbell High School as a cleaner. It 
gives me a sense of purpose, but right now I cannot work full-time, as it may affect my services. 
I want all of my friends to be able to work too. 
 
Please pass this measure. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Kaili Swan 
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Natalie N. Greenleaf Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey, and committee 
members, 

My name is Natalie Nohealani Greenleaf. Mahalo for letting me share my testimony. I am 
writing in strong support of HB1668 HD1. I live in Lahaina, Maui. I am a member of Maui 
Self-Advocacy Advisory Council (SAAC), and a self-advocate. 

This bill is important to me because I love to work, and I love my job with Malama Maui Nui. I 
do office work and clean up the aina. I like to work to meet new people and have new 
experiences out in the community. I love my boss because she treats me well and with respect, it 
�G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���P�D�W�W�H�U���K�R�Z���,���O�R�R�N�����,���O�L�N�H���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���P�\���P�R�Q�H�\�����V�R���,���E�X�G�J�H�W���D�Q�G���F�D�Q���E�X�\���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U��
my health. I like to make and save money to go places and visit my Ohana on Molokai. When I 
have my own money, it makes me feel independent. It would be good for more people with 
disabilities to have their own money to have more control over what they buy and what they can 
do for themselves. 

I am in strong support of HB1668 HD1. 

Mahalo for listening and for your time, 

Natalie 
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Iris Xiao Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey, and Committee 
Members, 

My name is Iris Xiao. Thank you for letting me share my testimony. I am writing in support of 
�+�%�����������+�'�����×�, am a self-advocate with the Maui Self-Advocacy Advisory Council.  

�7�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���P�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�×�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���'�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�����U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z�����Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
making money makes me feel uncertain, and it feels unfair. I really would like to work a job so 
that I could be more a part of the community and can earn my own money. As someone with 
disabilities, I often need more support to help me work. If I were to work, it would matter how 
much money I make. If the Medicaid income disregard were passed, I would feel more secure, 
and I would be determined to earn money to support myself and have a more positive perspective 
on life.  

I am in support of HB1668 HD1.  

Thank you for listening and for your time,  

Iris Xiao  
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Kenichi Yabusaki Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha Honorable Members of the House: I support HB1668 fully for individuals with confirmed 
disabilities who are entitled to Medicaid support. Individuals with disabilities are important 
members of our society and Democracy. In a society where the attitude is that  "money" is "way 
ahead of what's in second place", Please pass HB1668 on behalf of those who are less fortunate 
from no fault of their own. Mahalo nui, 

Kenichi Yabusaki, Ph.D.  

 



 3.20.2026 

Committee on Health and Human Services 

To: Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura Chair, Angus L.K. McKelvey, Vice Chair and 
committee members.  

My name is Alexandra McClurg.  I am from Waimea Easterseals, Kauai.  

I support bill HB1668: Medicaid Income Disregard Program.  

I use Medicaid benefits to visit my dentist, eye doctor and physician.   I also use 
Medicaid to help purchase medical supplies, rent and SNAP benefits.   

I work at Target and the mall Kiosk.   

I enjoy having jobs that allow me to work.  I need the benefits of Medicaid and 
the money from my jobs to pay my bills.   

I worry that if I make too much in one month that my Medicaid benefits could be 
affected.  This program will help me stay independent.  

Thank you for allowing me to speak 

 
Alexandra McClurg 
4263 Kai Ikena Drive, Kalaheo, HI 96741 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura, and Vice Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey, and Committee 
Members, 

My name is Dominic Gawrichevsky. Thank you for letting me share my testimony. I am writing 
in support of HB1668 HD1. I live in Maui. I am a self-advocate with the Maui Self-Advocacy 
Advisory Council. 

This bill is important to me because I have my own business, it is called Wood Burning by Dom, 
I am an artist, and I paint watercolors. I am very good at painting the world. I will also be writing 
a book about Hawaiian Culture, Energy, and King Kamehameha. Right now, I am concerned 
about making money. I am afraid of the state taking away my friends and my Medicaid benefits. 
I would like to take my business more seriously and make more money. The Medicaid Income 
Disregard will help me by giving me the chance to better my life, give to the community, and 
continue to share love through my art while keeping my Medicaid. 

I am in support of HB1668 HD1. 

Thank you for listening and for your time. 

DG 
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Travis Urayanza Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey, and Committee 
Members, 

My name is Travis Urayanza. Thank you for letting me share my testimony. I am writing in 
strong support of HB1668 HD1. I live in Lahaina, Maui. I am a member of the Maui SAAC. 

A full Medicaid Income Disregard would be very helpful for people with disabilities who earn 
more money and risk losing their benefits. The risk of losing your benefits is very stressful, and 
it is hard to always be on alert and worry about making too much money. For people who want 
and are able to work, they should have the option to do so. Working often helps to keep people 
motivated and gives them purpose. It is becoming difficult for people to live here in Hawaii, the 
price of paradise is high. I myself would like to work more, so this would alleviate the worry for 
my family that I cannot support and take care of myself. This bill would alleviate the stress of 
financial burden for people with disabilities. 

I am in strong support of HB1668 HD1. 

Thank you for listening and for your time, 

Travis 
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Comments:  
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Comments:  

                     Deborah Kobayakawa 

                  45-312 Koa Kahiko Street 

                      Kaneohe, HI 96744 

                         (808) 271-3887 

                   alohadebbk@yahoo.com 

  

                            March 19, 2026 

  

The Honorable Senator Joy A. Buenaventura, Chair 

The Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

�6�W�D�W�H���&�D�S�L�W�R�O�����6�W�D�W�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L 

�+�R�Q�R�O�X�O�X�����+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L������������ 

  

Dear Senator Buenaventura and Members of the Committee: 

                             SUBJECT:  HB 1668 

My name is Deborah Kobayakawa and I serve as a parent on the Hawaii State Council on 
Developmental Disabilities. Thank you for this opportunity to submit my testimony in support of 
HB 1668.  



My 36 year old son with autism and an intellectual disability has been employed with Safeway 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����:�K�H�Q���K�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H���Z�D�V�����������������D�Q���K�R�X�U�����K�H�¶�V���Q�R�Z���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
���������������S�H�U���K�R�X�U�����V�R���K�H�¶�V���Y�H�U�\���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���Lncome limit working 
only 24 hours per week.  

Employment statistics for the disability population are dismal at best, with most folks like my 
son having to rely completely on government benefits and/or living with their family. We want 
to encourage people with disabilities to be employed without fearing the risk of losing their 
much needed Medicaid coverage and benefits. Most of our folks will need some of type 
employment supports to be successful.  

The current income limits restrict employment hours, forcing individuals to choose between 
earning an income and maintaining healthcare. In the case of my son, he earns more money 
working than he receives in Social Security benefits AND he is paying taxes and into social 
security. He utilizes Employment Supports provided by Medicaid Waiver in order to 
successfully maintain employment.  Without the Medicaid coverage he will lose his employment 
supports, threatening his job, his income, and his health insurance through employment. Most 
importantly he will lose the life he loves. 

�:�L�W�K�R�X�W���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���K�L�V���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���X�S�V�L�G�H���G�R�Z�Q�����+�H�¶�O�O���O�R�V�H���K�L�V���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J��
�L�Q���K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���K�R�P�H�����K�H�¶�G���E�H���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���P�R�Y�H���E�D�F�N���L�Q���Z�L�W�K���X�V���X�Q�W�L�O���Z�H���G�L�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���Z�K�D�W�"���+�H��
�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G���K�L�V���'�D�\���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���K�L�V���S�H�H�U�V���G�R�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W��he enjoys. We worked 
hard as his parents to give him a strong work ethic and he loves his job, his customers and his 
home. He wants to work, have friends, and live as independently as he can, just like you and I. 

Allowing a full income disregard supports financial independence for people like my son while 
ensuring continued access to critical health and long-term services. I humbly ask that you 
support this measure as it removes a major barrier to employment for people with disabilities.  

  

Respectfully, 

Deborah Kobayakawa 

Parent/Guardian/Advocate 
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