TESTIMONY OF

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE:
H.B. NO. 1552, RELATING TO THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER.

BEFORE THE:

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
DATE: Tuesday, February 10, 2026 TIME: 2:00 p.m.
LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 325

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or
Jung Min (Charles) Lee, Deputy Attorney General

Chair Tarnas and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) opposes this bill.

This bill amends section 11-1.6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to provide that in the
event of a vacancy in the position of Chief Election Officer, the Attorney General shall
serve as the Interim Chief Election Officer until the Elections Commission appoints a
permanent successor. The bill includes a "notwithstanding" clause to override existing
law during this interim period.

The Department is concerned that requiring the Attorney General to serve as the
Interim Chief Election officer creates substantial conflict-of-interest risks that could
become the basis for election-related challenges. The Chief Election Officer
administers elections and makes discretionary decisions that can become contested in
administrative proceedings or litigation. At the same time, the Attorney General is the
State's chief legal officer and may be called upon to advise state entities regarding
election administration, represent the State in election-related litigation, or take legal
positions regarding the validity of election procedures and outcomes. Assigning the
Attorney General to simultaneously perform both roles—election administrator and the
State's legal advocate in election matters—creates an inherent structural tension that
can compromise the State's ability to manage, defend, and litigate election issues

without disqualifying conflicts.
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The Department is also concerned that the bill may raise issues of incompatible
offices or dual office holding by directing the Attorney General to exercise the statutory
powers and duties of the Chief Election Officer while continuing to serve as Attorney
General. The bill does not limit the interim chief election officer's authority to ministerial
or caretaker functions, and it does not impose a defined deadline for the Elections
Commission to complete the appointment. As written, the interim arrangement could
extend beyond a short transitional period, increasing the likelihood that these
incompatibility and conflict concerns will arise in practice.

For these reasons, the Department respectfully requests that the Committee
defer this bill.



L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS®

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs
Chair David Tarnas, Vice Chair Mahina Poepoe

February 10, 2026, 2 p.m., Room 325
HB1552 — Relating to the Chief Election Officer

TESTIMONY
Amy Monk, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Committee Members:
The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports BILL NUMBER HB1552.

Current law requires the chief election officer to compile, certify and release the election
results. This is a simple and nearly automatic occurrence takes place after the counties
report their ballot counts. Members of the LWVHI have pointed out that there is no
alternate should some unforeseen event cause the chief election officer to be unable to
certify the election results, particularly in the US Presidential race where the results are
used to determine which presidential electors who vote in the Electoral College.

We have already seen in the last Presidential election where phony alternate slates of
electors were created and submitted. The LWVHI believes that it is therefore prudent to
provide for an official alternate in the event that the chief election officer position is
unable to certify the election results.

League requests that the measure take effect upon passage.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HAWAII
P.O. Box 235026 ¢ Honolulu, HI 96823
Voicemail 808.377.6727 ¢« my.lwv.org/hawaii ¢ voters@Ilwvhi.org
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HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 5:24:03 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Stonewall Caucus of the
Abby Simmons Democratic Party of Support
Hawaii

Written Testimony
Only

Comments:
Aloha Honorable Chair, Vice Chair and members of the Committee,

My name is Abby Simmons, Chair of the Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii,
testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1552. Stonewall has been watching with extreme
concern as far right MAGA extremists have been working tirelessly on eroding our Democratic
foundations and trust in an election system that has proven to be effective, efficient and accurate.
The manufactured misinformation and fear mongering by MAGA extremists is designed to
disenfranchise voters, undermine public confidence in democratic institutions and to force voters
to vote in person where they can be intimidated and bullied by fascist extremists and white
nationalists.It is absolutely essential we hold the line to protect our right to vote free from threats
of violence and intimidation. Please pass HB1552 out of committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Abby Simmons (she/her)

Chair, Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii



HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 12:35:59 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Austin Martin Libertarian I?.arty of Oppose Remotely Via
Hawaii Zoom
Comments:
Aloha!

I am Austin Martin, Libertarian Party of Hawaii Chairman, and on behalf of Libertarians
statewide, I oppose this dangerous proposal.

The Hawaii AG has ZERO accountability to the People, and has shown outright contempt for the
rule of law. They have corruptly covered up felony elections crimes, and are already the proxy
power behind the OE, protecting them from accountability. The governor's stooges must not be
trusted anywhere near decision-making power for the office of elections. They are functionally
incompetent, corrupt as can be, and absolutely deserve RICO charges for their existing election
racketeering enterprise. Please don't put the fox in charge of guarding the Hen House.

This bill is an absurd and stupid idea which is both unnecessary and unhelpful, unless one is
trying to cover up rigged elections. Vote this down, and do not allow it to survive another day.

Mabhalo!
Austin Martin
Libertarian Party of Hawaii — Chair

Libertarian National Committee — R1 Alt



LIBERTARIAN

PARTY of HAWAII

IN OPPOSITION TO SB1432/HB1552

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii submits this testimony in fierce opposition to
SB1432/HB1552. This bill would make the Attorney General the automatic interim Chief
Election Officer upon any vacancy. This is not just bad policy. It is reckless, and risks furthering
the institutional capture of our election administration.

Hawai‘i’s Elections Commission and Office of Elections have repeatedly demonstrated
serious issues with transparency and accountability in election administration. The 2025
Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) reports and commission discussions exposed:

e A documented discrepancy of 661 more ballots counted by the state than Kauai County
reported delivering in the 2024 general election

A massive purported overage on the Big Island

Broken chain-of-custody records under HAR 83-177-453

Unverifiable electronic records and ballot images

Repeated refusals to fully reconcile data with county clerks or USPS receipts, and
Persistent resistance to public oversight, including suppression of debate, invocation of
attorney-client privilege to limit disclosure, and failure to address commissioner and
public concerns.

Rather than embrace transparency, Chair Michael Curtis and Chief Election Officer Scott
Nago have repeatedly dismissed legitimate inquiries, limited participation, and blocked key
motions. The U.S. Department of Justice sued Nago in December 2025 (United States v. Nago,
Case No. 1:25-cv-00522) for refusing to provide the full statewide voter registration list as
required by federal law (Civil Rights Act of 1960, NVRA, HAVA). The Libertarian Party of
Hawai‘i passed a resolution on December 22, 2025, fully supporting that lawsuit, condemning
the pattern of noncompliance as eroding trust through secrecy, and affirming that transparency
strengthens election integrity.

Now this Legislature proposes handing interim control of the entire election apparatus
with zero oversight to the same Attorney General’s Office that is actively defending Nago and
Curtis in federal litigation (Bernegger v. Nago, Case No. 1:25-cv-00482, filed November 2025)
while simultaneously representing the Commissioners. Commission minutes from December 3,
2025, show explicit debates over conflicts of interest. Questions arose (and were never properly
addressed) as to whether the AG truly represents the Commission as an institution or the
individually named officials as well as whether privilege has been compromised by sharing
opinions with the Office of Elections. Calls were made for independent counsel due to inherent
conflicts. This measure would only serve to strengthen the very conflicts that have already
heavily affected public confidence.


https://www.libertarianhawaii.com/post/hawaii-elections-commission-ignorance-arrogance-incompetence-weaponized-war-on-transparen
https://www.libertarianhawaii.com/post/hawaii-elections-commission-ignorance-arrogance-incompetence-weaponized-war-on-transparen

LIBERTARIAN

PARTY of HAWAII
Free and fair elections remain the last peaceful mechanism for the people to hold their
government accountable and protect individual liberty. Placing even temporary control in the
hands of an executive official whose office shields accused officials from scrutiny and litigates
election disputes is a betrayal of basic best practices and fundamental principles alike.

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii is demanding the opposite:

Greater public access to records

Independent audits

An elected Chief Election Officer held directly accountable to the voters, and
Real adherence to transparency laws.

Kill this bill.

Respectfully submitted,

Abbra Green | Libertarian Party of Hawaii Secretary | LibertarianHawaii.com | (808)824-LPHI
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STATEWIDE NETWORK info@indivisiblehawaii.org

To: Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee
Hearing Date/Time: 02-10-26 2:00 PM

Place: Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 325

Re: Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1552

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of l ndi vi si bl e Hawali i,
support of HB1552.

t hank

This bill provides that in the event that the position of Chief Election Officer is vacant
right before the election, the Attorney General would act as Interim Chief Election
Officer until the Elections Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer. This would
ensure that the vote could be certified.

Given what happened on January 6, 2021, and the fact that the outcome of the 2020

Presidential Election is still being challenged today by a non-trivial segment of the

population, it is imperative that we safeguard our elections by taking every prudent

measure to ensure that elections results are protected, validated, and certified. HB1552

Il s a major step toward maintaining the ele
elections.

We thank you for supporting HB1552.

Sincerely,

Marlene Thom

l ndi visible Hawai ' Good Government and Se
The mission ofthe 14-c hapt er I ndi visible Hawai ‘i Statewide N
Hawai ‘i and democracy by defending civil rights,

Hawali'i's Constitutionally protected spirit of Aloha. In October 2025, IHSN with other partners
turned out over 22,000 residents on all major islands to say No Dictators! and to stand up for
democracy. This call-to-action was part of Indivisible national’'s mobilization of more than 7
million across the country as the voice of the people, committed to election integrity and to
evolving as a place of equity, opportunity and peace.


http://www.indivisiblehawaii.org/
mailto:info@indivisiblehawaii.org
poepoe2
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HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 1:52:07 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tim Huycke Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I support HB1552.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 6:45:22 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michelle Bonk Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

It is simply good practice to have established clear operational procedures in place for any
important function of an organization.
And, all the more important when we know these very institutions are under threat of

manipulation and interference.
Thank you.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 8:20:42 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Elizabeth Kamida Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I support HB1552, and I am submitting this as an individual and as a member of Indivisible

Hawaii. Thank you.




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 9:10:56 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Vivian S. Toellner Individual Support ertteno”lr“j}s]nmony

Comments:

I have been submitting testimony and watching Election Commission meetings. They have been
hijacked by MAGA extremist who want to do away with MAIL IN VOTING, regardless of the
overwhelming testimony of public testimony in favor of MAIL IN VOTING !

These few also keep meetings going for hours (6 hours) They keep accusing that 19,000 votes
were manufactured on the Big Island of Hawai'i, and rehashing past elections counts.

I was an election observer in Hilo at the counting center, and was impressed with the
people and system.

Please protect our Right to Vote. Aloha & Mahalo for accepting my testimony.

Most Sincerely, Vivian S. Toellner




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 10:50:34 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rachel Howard Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I strongly support HB1552. T am a member of Indivisible Hawaii.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 11:19:20 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Martha Nakajima Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I support this bill. Passage of this bill is essential to maintaining the state's electoral process in
light of the Commission's difficulties. Thank you. Martha Nakajima, Honolulu, member of

Indivisible




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:01:21 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Thomas Brandt Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Support.




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 12:16:44 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Younghee Overly Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Thank you for this opportunity.

Younghee Overly, a member of Indivisible Hawaii




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 1:34:40 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Danielle Goren Individual Support erttenoi?;tlmony

Comments:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my testimony in strong support of HB1552 as a
Lahaina resident and member of I ndivisible Ha

This bill provides that, if by some coincidence the position of Chief Election Officer is vacant
right before the election, the Attorney General would act as Interim Chief Election Officer until
the Elections Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer. This would ensure that the
vote could be certified.

Our state Attorney General is one of the few statewide officials in charge of making sure
elections are free, fair, and secure. Let’s m

Both Senator Karl Rhoads (Chair, Judiciary Committee) and Representative David Tarnas
(Chair, Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs Committee) have stated that they support this bill. It is
intended to constrain the Elections Commission authority to fire Scott Nago, the current Chief
Election Officer, as was recommended by a 3-member panel last August.

Thank you for your time and commitment to our democracy,

Danielle Goren

Lahai na, Hawai ' i



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 3:36:02 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nancy D Moser Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Thank you




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 3:51:45 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Judith White Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please support,
Judith White

Member, Kauai Indivisible




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 5:48:34 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Roger Hamada Individual Support ertteno”lr“j}s/tlmony

Comments:

I strongly support HB1552.

In these dangerous times when our fundamental right to vote our conscience and to have our vote
count, it is critical that a clear, objective, fair, and transparent process be in place to ensure this
goal.

HB1552 fills a critical hole in this process.

Thank you for receiving my testimony.



Eileen Cain

720 Mahi ‘' ai St ., Apt . E
Honol ul u, H-&68& i ‘ i 96826
eileencain808@gmail.com

February 7, 2026

Dear Representative Tarnas, Chair, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and

Hawaiian Affairs
| am submitting this testimony in Favor of HB1552, Relating to the Chief Election Officer.

We voters need to know that someone will have the authority to certify our elections. If the
current Chief Election Officer position becomes vacant, the Attorney General should be
designated to serve as the Interim Chief Election Officer until another Chief Election Officer can

be appointed.

We want people of these islands to vote! And we citizens need to know that our vote counts by

having election results certified.

Please vote yes on HB1552.

Mahalo and Aloha,

Eileen Cain

Mo * i, Honolulu,l iHawai ‘i



HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 7:45:33 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christine Trecker Individual Support erttenoi?;tlmony

Comments:
I support HB1552.

Sadly, we are living during a time when our national elections are at serious risk of being
undermined, including the certification of election results. HB1552 appears to strengthen the
certification process by requiring our State Attorney General to act as Interim Chief Election
Officer, should that position become vacant, and to hold that position until such time the
Elections Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer.

Please pass HB1552. Thank you.



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/7/2026 10:34:09 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lynn Otaguro Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I support HB1552 so that should the position of Chief Election Officer be vacant before an
election, the Attorney General would act as Interim Chief Election Officer until the Elections
Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer. This would ensure that the duties of the

office be carried out and the vote could be certified.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 7:06:48 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kehaulani Coleman Individual Support erttenO];lT;tlmony

Comments:

Thank you




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:03:46 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
G L Hutchinson Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I absolututy support the AG (as if she is not busy enough alredy!) acting as chair of election
commison if the postion is (suddenly! ) empty- we need to be ale to count our votes have secure

elections.

more now that ever,

Thank you for your support for this bill




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 8:05:17 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joanne Amberg Individual Support ertteno”lr“j}s/tlmony

Comments:

Aloha,

Please work to protect our democracy.

We need to safeguard our elections. Please support this bill.

Mabhalo,

Joanne Amberg




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:07:26 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ron Brown Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please support this sensible bill; recent history has shown its necessity; we do not want maga

fanatics to subvert our elections!




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:37:29 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kirk Powles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This position needs to be an elected position by and for the people of Hawaii.

Quit appointing unelected officials.

THIS BILL IS NOT PONO.




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:43:35 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kathryn Peterson Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Thank you for supporting this bill.




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:53:53 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mala Wingerd Individual Support ertteno”lr“j}s/tlmony

Comments:

"If by some coincidence the position of Chief Election Officer is vacant right before the election,
the Attorney General would act as Interim Chief Election Officer until the Elections Commission
appoints a new Chief Election Officer. This would ensure that the vote could be certified.

This is a rational, easy solution to a potential problem. It will help support our democracy and
protect election integrity. This is NOT a "partisan" issue - remember that it could go either way
in a time of crisis. Please support this rational solultion to ensure our elections are certified in a
timely manner, and not held up as a tool to blackmail 'the other side'.

Thank you.



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 10:56:12 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bruce Wingerd Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I urge all Legislators to vote YES on HB1552. In these divided times when our elections are
vulnerable to unlawful challenges by the political machinery of the White House, we must armor
our election systems from fraudulent attack in every way possible. I believe HB1552 is one way
to help achieve this goal. This bill will strengthen our fair elections from an attack on

democratic activities.



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:14:51 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Robert Sylvester Individual Support ertteno”lr“j}s/nmony

Comments:

Thank you for supporting this bill. I am a member of Indivisible.




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:18:35 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Karen Hester Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

“Thank you for supporting this bill. I am



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:32:09 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Davis Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Thank you for supporting this bill. I am a member of Indivisible.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:42:42 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nancy Elmer Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I support that the Attorney General would serve as the interim chief election officer in case of
vacancy in the position of chief election officer




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:48:50 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rebecca Gonzalez Individual Support erttenO];lT;tlmony

Comments:

Having contingency plans is smart. [ support HB1552. Thank you for supporting HB1552




HB-1552
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:59:44 AM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bart Burford Individual Oppose ertteno”lr“j}s/tlmony

Comments:
With the compromised current elections commission and commissioner dis bill further prohibits
we the people from having a voice and choice in our electoral process and who overseas the

commission commissioner and commission.

Unequivocably opposing this bill!



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 12:08:07 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Roberta Baker Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Thank you for supporting this bill.

I am a memebr of Indivisible Hawaii.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 12:24:33 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cheryl Rzonca Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I oppose HB1552. This bill creates a conflict of interest and defeats the purpose of changing the
Chief Election Officer. We need the Chief Election officer to be an elected position by the
people. Put it on the ballot! How can the AG run elections while simultaneously representing the
office of elections in court cases??

vote NO!




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 12:48:39 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John Wassell Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Secure elections are very important. Chief Election Officer needs to be filled by AG in case of

vacancy.




HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 1:05:29 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Estrella S Marin Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My name is Estrella Marin and as someone who lives here in Hawaii, I do not support HB1552. 1
belive having the AG act as the inter chief, is a conflict of interest and does not keep the checks

and balnces fair. There should be another option preposed. As we should be careful to not follow
suit with this current unjust US adminstration.



HB-1552

Submitted on: 2/8/2026 1:48:04 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/10/2026 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mona Eisa Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Committee,

I am writing you today in strong support of HB1552 as it relates to the cheif election officer. I
ask that you please support this measure.

Mahalo,

Mona Eisa, Honolulu, HI
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Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 2 pm
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Conference Room 325

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT - HB 1552, RELATING TO THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER.

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, Rep. Cochran from Maui, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Christine Andrews and | am a long-time resident of Wailuku, Maui. | write to you today in
support of HB 1552, Relating to the Chief Election Officer, which provides that, in the event of a
vacancy in the position of Chief Election Officer, the Attorney General shall serve as the Interim Chief
Election Officer until the Elections Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer.

As Marc Elias, noted elections and voting rights attorney has noted in Democracy Docket,
anti-democratic forces are engaged in efforts to suppress the vote and interfere in our elections. This is
something we witnessed here in Hawai'i when the Elections Commission voted to ask the Legislature to
consider returning Hawai‘i to one-day, in-person voting, getting rid of mail-in voting all together, and
narrowly rejected a proposal to fire the chief election officer, Scott Nago.! It is frankly terrifying to think
that extreme members of the Election Commission are making deliberate efforts to restrict voting
options and fabricating doubt in our elections. I, myself, relied on mail-in voting in the 2024 election
because I was on the mainland dealing with family matters at the time of the election. I do not want my
vote suppressed over completely unfounded fears related to the security of mail-in voting and
misinformation about election fraud.

HB 1552 is intended to constrain the Elections Commission’s authority to fire Scott Nago, the current
Chief Election Officer, as was recommended by a three-member panel last August. The goal of
anti-democratic forces is to subvert faith in our elections as a means of suppressing the vote and
allowing election outcomes to be contested. For excellent resources on the overall subject of subverting
elections as a tenant of the authoritarian playbook, I direct you to Democracy Docket and to Protect
Democracy.

In the context of Hawaii elections, there were allegations of vote count discrepancy brought forward by
certain members of the Elections Commission. A 220-page report from Election Commissioners
Osterkamp, McAdam and Kahiolani Papalimu determined however that “a purported discrepancy of

! Chad Blair, Honolulu Civil Beat, “Elections Commission Wants State Auditor To Examine Hawai‘i’'s 2024
Vote,” Oct. 1, 2025.
https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/10/elections-commission-wants-state-auditor-to-examine-hawai%CA%BBis-2024-v
ote/



more than 19,000 ballots?” between Hawai‘i County and the state in the 2024 general election was
unfounded. The report stated, “we find a complete lack of credible evidence to support the claim of a
significant ballot discrepancy.”

The report added, “When we encourage voters to pursue conspiracies or to believe that government
workers are hiding ballots or creating new ones, we significantly damage the system on which our
democracy depends.” We must be ever-vigilant against outside influences attempting to hijack state
control over elections, subvert the will of the voters, and create doubt over the security of our elections.
Itis, again, a noted antidemocratic strategy to sow doubt about elections as a means of suppressing the
vote and undermining democracy. | support HB 1552 as a hecessary measure to protect the role of the
Chief Election Officer from unfounded attacks and to ensure that, should he be removed, the Attorney
General is able to step in to replace him immediately.

Mabhalo for supporting efforts to protect our elections,

Christine Andrews, JD
Wailuku, Maui

2 State of Hawaii Elections Commission, Permitted Interaction Group Report on Purported Big Island
Ballot Discrepancy, Sept. 29, 2025,
https://elections.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025-10-01-EC-Supplemental-Meeting-Packet.pdf
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