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Chair Fukunaga, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Senate Committee on Public 

Safety and Military Affairs, 

 

Thank you for providing the Crime Victim Compensation Commission (“Commission”) 

with the opportunity to testify before you today.  The Commission strongly supports the 

re-appointment of Jo Byrne to serve as a Commissioner, for a term to expire on June 30, 

2030.  In her first term, Ms Byrne has shown that she is knowledgeable and experienced 

in responding to the needs of crime victims and is committed to enhance the delivery of 

victim services to underserved victim populations.  She has treated Commission clients, 

victims and survivors of violent crime, with dignity and respect.   

  

The Commission is a quasi-judicial body that assists victims of violent crime by 

providing compensation for crime-related expenses.  Commissioners hear appeals from 

administrative decisions ordering or denying compensation, set policy for the 

determination of compensation claims, and support the development of Commission 

projects.   

 

The Commission also administers a Restitution Recovery Project, under the Justice 

Reinvestment Initiative, to collect restitution from inmates and parolees and to disburse 

the collected funds to crime victims.  The Commission has taken the lead to ensure that 

Hawai‘i’s mass violence response integrates the needs of victims, survivors, and the 

community into State and County Emergency response plans and incident command systems. 
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Victims of violent crime who apply for compensation are often traumatized and angry 

about what has happened to them and frustrated about the way the criminal justice system 

treats victims.  Commissioners must be knowledgeable about the impact of violent crime 

on victims and survivors and be sensitive and compassionate in dealing with them.  

 

The Commission is grateful for Ms. Byrne’s willingness to continue to serve as a 

Commissioner.  She understands the Commission’s mandate and the needs of crime 

victims who are often dealing with the trauma of their victimization.  Ms. Byrne is very 

much aware of the impact of violent crime on victims and is a compassionate advocate 

for victims while ensuring that they are treated with dignity and respect.  She is highly 

qualified to be a Commissioner.   

  

Ms. Byrne’s background and experience in business and management has been 

invaluable to the Commission.  Ms. Byrne has over thirty (30) years of business 

experience as the President and Owner of Honolulu Information Services, Inc., dba 

HonInfo.  Ms. Byrne has served our community in various capacities for many years, 

including in leadership roles or as board members of various government, policitical, and 

community organizations such as Common Cause Hawai‘i, the Department of Public 

Safety Community Advisory Group for Gender Appropriate Programming, both the 

National and Hawai‘i Women’s Policy Caucus’, and the Better Business Bureau of 

Hawai‘i. 

 

Ms. Byrne’s background and experience continue to be invaluable to the Commission’s 

efforts to provide equitable and efficient services to Hawai‘i’s violent crime victims.  The 

Commission looks forward to continuing to have Ms. Byrne’s guidance as a 

Commissioner. 

 

The Commission strongly urges you to confirm Mr. Byrne’s re-appointment as a 

Commissioner for a term to expire on June 30, 2030.     
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