
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 0 9 2626
RE: S.B. No. 2516

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs, to 
which was referred S.B. No. 2516 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish a 
gradient penalty structure for the offense of hindering 
prosecution in the first degree, based on the level of offense 
hindered.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of the Attorney General, Department of the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Maui, Maui Police 
Department, Office of the Prosecuting Attorney of the County of 
Hawaii, Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and 
County of Honolulu, and twelve individuals.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this 
measure from eleven individuals.

Your Committee finds that it is necessary to hold individuals 
accountable when they assist offenders who have committed serious 
crimes. Existing penalties for hindering prosecution in the first 
degree constitute a class C felony, regardless of the original 
offense. Consequently, individuals who hinder prosecution of 
serious crimes may be given similar penalties to individuals who 
hinder prosecution of significantly less serious offenses. This
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measure closes the gap in existing statute by providing a gradient 
of penalties for hindering prosecution in the first degree to 
ensure that individuals who hinder the prosecution of serious or 
violent crimes receive more appropriate penalties.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs that is attached 
to this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and 
purpose of S.B. No. 2516 and recommends that it pass Second 
Reading and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Public Safety and 
Military Affairs,
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The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs 

PSM

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral:

fd/AjOOc.
Date:

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to: ________________________________________________

The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments __ Hold Recommit
' 2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
FUKUNAGA, Carol (C)
LEE, Chris (VC) vZ
HASHIMOTO, Troy N.
INOUYE. Lorraine R.
DECORTE, Samantha

TOTAL 3 1 (
Recommendation:

Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26


