
STAND. CON. REP.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2026

APR 10.
RE: S.B. No. 2109

S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred S.B. No.
2109, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
COMMUNICATIONS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require and appropriate funds for the Hawaii Emergency
Management Agency to develop and implement a statewide
public education and communications program to promote
household emergency preparedness consistent with the
Agency’s fourteen-day essential supplies recommendation;

(2) Require the Governor or mayor of a county to provide an
American Sign Language interpreter during each official
live broadcast during a state of emergency;

(3) Require the Governor or mayor of a county to ensure, to
the fullest extent possible, that the American Sign
Language interpreter’s face, body, arms, and hands are
visible during the broadcast;
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(4) Require the Governor or mayor of a county to provide a
primary pooi feed that includes the American Sign
Language interpreter in a picture-in-picture window; and

(5) Appropriate funds to the Hawaii Emergency Management
Agency to expand access to bilingual resources and
services.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; Hawai’i Emergency Management
Agency; Hawai’i State Council on Developmental Disabilities;
Disability and Communication Access Board; Aloha Independent
Living Hawaii; Hawai’i F’ood+ Policy; Hawaii Disability Rights
Center; Hawaii Food Industry Association; Roots Reborn; The Legal
Clinic; Hawai’i Coalition for Immigrant Rights; and seven
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Office of the Mayor of the County of Hawai’i.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2109, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the

V Committee on Finance,

CHRIS TODD, Chair
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State of Hawaii Q
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature I~SC4~ 24 IC?t ‘~‘

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referra Date: ~

~2-IO~ 1’~I7Z1W P~’~ ‘~ I
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public heanng (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1 TODD,Chris(C)

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC)

~3~1IARTSFIEtD,Daisy~
4. HUSSEY, Ikaika

5~KEbLOK~PUL~FrLOY,SueLz~

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7Kuscn,~ttb~s~
8. LEE, Mike

9~MWAKI~y~,iIK.

10. MORIKAWA, Dee

F1~PERRUSQ,AiiiyA

12. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann

13. YAASfflTAK~let
14. ALCOS III, David

15. GEDEON, Joe
16. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (16) ~ 0 0
The reconunendation is: ~ a ~did not support recommendation. f’~)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Corn ttee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — F{MSO
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