STAND. COM. REP. NO. w -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 13

RE: H.B. No. 2454
H.D. 1

, 2026

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame :

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
2454 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Clarify eligibility and improve accountability for the
use of Safe Routes to School funds;

(2) Repeal the position of Safe Routes to School Program
Coordinator; and

(3) Repeal certain requirements for county Safe Routes to
School programs.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation and seven individuals. Your
Committee received testimony in opposition to this measure from
the Hawai‘i Bicycling League; AARP Hawaii; Get Fit Kaua‘i; Ulupono
Initiative; and four individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Health; Department
of Transportation Services of the City and County of Honolulu; and
Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice.
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You Committee finds that traffic safety around the State's
schools must be strengthened to enable and encourage children to
walk and bicycle to school. Your Committee further finds that
ensuring appropriate funding for projects is an important
component of the Safe Routes to School Program. Act 212, Session
Laws of Hawaii 2025, established the Safe Routes to School Program
vehicle registration surcharge to be deposited. into the Safe
Routes to School Special Fund to provide adequate funds for Safe
Routes to School projects. As there is set to be an increase in
the funding for these projects, your Committee believes that
adjustments in the use Safe Routes to School funds are warranted
to ensure that the funds are appropriately used.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Restoring the statutory language of the State and County
Safe Routes to Schools Programs under section 291C-3,
Hawaii Revised Statutes;

(2) Requiring the Department of Transportation to administer
the Safe Routes to School Program (Program) and
authorize the Department to plan, design, construct,
implement, and administer safe routes to school
projects;

(3) Authorizing eligible safe routes to school projects to
be undertaken by the Department of Transportation, a
county, or in partnership with other public agencies or
schools;

(4) Authorizing the Department of Transportation to:

(A) Expend funds from the Safe Routes to School Program
Special Fund to implement the Program, including
for staff labor and non-labor expenses and the
central services assessment;

(B) Transfer funds from the Safe Routes to School
Program Special Fund to a county for the planning,
design, construction, implementation, and
administration of eligible Safe Routes to School
Projects undertaken by the county;
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(5) Establish deadlines for when funds from Safe Routes to
School Special Fund that are allocated to the counties
should be obligated or expended;

(6) Requiring funds from the Safe Routes to School Program
Special Fund that are allocated to a county and not
obligated or expended by the established deadlines to
revert to the Special Fund for reallocation by the
Department of Transportation; and

(7) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2454, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2454, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

3

JUSTIN 4 WibDSON, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives H scg 5 ” ‘26

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.:

(40P aa Pl

Committee Referral:

EDN, ;AN

Date

2/10]2¢

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on\QtE measure.

The recommendationisto: [J

Pass, unamended (as is) \R Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members

\ Ayes

Nay

Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON JustlnH ©

1N

____
__—_
____
____

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOQL (10)

q

The recommendation is: \%{

Adopted O Not Adopted
joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

omrhittee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: /
o
Distribution: Original (White) — Commufee Duplicge (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
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