
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii
2026

FEB 11
RE: H.B. No: 2137

H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Economic Development & Technology, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2137 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit certain harmful uses of, and mandate disclosure
for, realistic digital imitations generated by
artificial intelligence (Al);

(2) Provide for civil actions and civil remedies for
individuals injured by unauthorized Al-generated
realistic digital imitations; and

(3) Require the disclosure of the use of synthetic
performers in advertising.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from SAG-AFTRA Hawai’i Local; ‘Ohina Labs; Pride at Work - Hawai’i;
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly; and numerous
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from the Chamber of Progress.
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Your Committee finds that Al technologies have made it
increasingly easy to create realistic digital imitations capable
of deceiving the public and causing reputational, financial, and
emotional harm. Your Committee further finds that these
technologies have been used in instances of fraud, identity theft,
and harassment and have been deployed in commercials and films
without consent, compensation, or credit. Although there are some
federal laws regarding malicious use of deepfake technology, these
laws leave broad gaps in consumer and reputational protection.
This measure will provide safeguards against malicious uses of Al
while preserving lawful expressive activities such as parody,
satire, journalism, and artistic works.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Expanding exemptions to the prohibition against, and
mandatory disclosure requirements for, digital
imitations of identifiable individuals;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2137, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
2137, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development & Technology,

G~~R I ]~G~NJ Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ .

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

J~4-~ ~ ~cp ~ ~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ~~ass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

ECD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

LILAGAN, Greggor (C)

2. HUSSEY, Ikaika (VC)

3. HOLT, Daniel

4. TAM, Adrian K.

5. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann

6. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

-

7. GEDEON, Joe 7

TOTAL (7) ~_-

The recommendation is: 13’ Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:
~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

6/




