
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB11 ,2026

RE: H.B. No. 2116
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 2116
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GRANTS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Appropriate funds to the Office of Community Services to
award grants to certain nonprofit organizations;

(2> Establish an evaluation and selection committee to
oversee the awarding of grants; and

(3) Appropriate funds for positions in the Office of
Community Services and for the Department of the
Attorney General to assist the Office in reviewing
contracts and monitoring costs.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Community Services; Hawai’± True Cost Coalition;
Hawa±’i Alliance of Nonprofit Organizations; Partners in
Development Foundation; AlohaCare; Aloha United Way; Hawai’i
Primary Care Association; Hawai’i Community Foundation; Catholic
Charities Hawai’i; and Hawai’i Foodbank.
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Your Committee finds that the federal government has imposed
new community engagement requirements on able-bodied adults without
dependents who are seeking eligibility for various federal
programs, creating an immediate need for expanded opportunities to
complete qualifying volunteer and training hours. Your Committee
further finds that many affected residents lack access to
structured programs that provide verifiable hours, placing an
already vulnerable population at risk of losing essential benefits
and increasing economic instability. This measure provides
residents with accessible pathways to maintain eligibility for
federal programs andbuild workforce skills.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that the appropriation to provide grants to
certain nonprofit organizations shall not lapse at the
end of the fiscal year for which it was made;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record ofvotes of the members of your
Committee on Labor that is attached to this report, your Committee
is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2116, as
amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading in the
form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2116, H.D. 1, and be referred to
your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor,

• ~&S~hair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor

kscR~ ~$34~

, f
Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: / —

~ 2U~ LAB7 HSH,F’I~J ~Z?’/ $
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) ~C~Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

~

2. LEE, Mike (VC)

~ —~

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

~
4. KAPELA, Jeanne

5. KONG, Sam Satoru

~
6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6) J~bt\~( G
The recommendation is: ,~.Adopted ~I Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ‘~ Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


