STAND. COM. REP. NO. 37"5

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 1 0 2026
RE: H.B. No. 1553
H.D. 1
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaili

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1553, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to require any
existing habitat conservation plan that does not include an
agreement for emergency medical and rehabilitation services for
affected native wildlife to be amended to include the services in
the agreement.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the

Department of Land and Natural Resources and Kaua‘l Island Utility
Cooperative.

Your Committee finds that wildlife rehabilitation centers
provide essential emergency medical and rehabilitation services
for native wildlife that suffer from a range of anthropogenic
impacts. Some existing habitat conservation plans do not include
an agreement for emergency medical and rehabilitation services and
rely on the availability of these services in the event that
injured native wildlife require care. Requiring existing habitat
conservation plans to be amended to include an agreement for
emergency medical and rehabilitation services will help establish
responsible pathways, clarify roles and responsibilities, and
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reduce confusion during time-sensitive situations involving
injured wildlife. This measure will strengthen the presence of
proven support pathways for the protection and care of native
wildlife statewide.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

Ne. 1553, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

ol oA

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary

JDC
Bill / Resolution No..* Committee Referral: Date:
HB 1552 HRy spl |WLA/AEN oL |9/ 1/
[ ] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
Th?mmendatlon is
Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments Hold Recommit
2312 D 2311 D 2310 D 2313
Members Aye. Aye (WR) Nay Excused
RHOADS, Karl (C) V,
GABBARD, Mike (VC) V4
CHANG, Stanley V"
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. V" A
AWA, Brenton v
TOTAL 4 —_— | — [
Recommendation: (
Adopted ’:I Not Adopted
Dlstnbu n: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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