
S.B. NO.THE SENATE
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 
STATE OF HAWAII

JAN 2 3 202S
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RELATING TO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that Hawaii's board of 

professional engineers, architects, surveyors, and landscape 

architects (board) previously voted in favor of adopting a 

uniform standard for landscape architecture licensure developed 

in 2022 by the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 

Boards, of which the board is a member. The Council of 

Landscape Architectural Registration Boards is a nonprofit 

organization that works to protect the public's health, safety, 

and welfare by establishing and promoting professional licensure 

standards for landscape architects. Its members are the 

licensure boards across the United States and Canada.

The legislature further finds that the board is the entity 

best suited to determine the eligibility requirements for the 

licensure of landscape architects in the State and should be 

authorized to implement standards as it deems appropriate.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to authorize the 

board of professional engineers, architects, surveyors, and
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landscape architects to determine the appropriate educational, 

examination, and experience requirements for landscape architect 

licensure in the State.

SECTION 2. Section 464-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding a new definition to be appropriately inserted 

and to read as follows:

""Board" means the board of professional engineers, 

architects, surveyors, and landscape architects established in 

section 464-6."

SECTION 3. Section 464-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (d) to read as follows:

"(d) No person shall be eligible for licensure as a 

professional landscape architect unless:

(1) The person [is the holder of an unexpirod liconsG 

isguod to the person by any jurisdiction,—domestic er" 

foreign,—in—wlfieh-^the—fer^-tieeftew^e—at 

■fehe time the person was—first—licensed arc of a 

ataftda3?d—fete—beardv—provided that if 

the—board is—ifi—deebt—ae-te—whether the standards are 

satisfactory/—er^-ae—fee—whether—the—heidee—was—reqaired 

to fully comply with them/—it shall require- that the
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holder succcaafully pass—the national—landocapc 

arefei-teetr-iieefleiftg—ejeaiftifta-tireft—aftd—a—wa?ifeten 

oxaminafeien/—pr^&erifee^—fey-^fefee—feear^^—des-i^fteei-^fee—fees-t 

the holder’□—knowledge of the State’a climatic 

conditiona,—native plants and native ecooyotems,—land 

H-3G--ordinance and special management area 

rcquiremc-ntS'-/—and cultural and historical conditions 

af-feeting landscape architecture/] satisfies the 

board's requirements for licensure by endorsement, 

including: 

(A) Completing all education and experience 

requirements; and

(B) Passing a state examination, as prescribed by the 

board, testing the person's knowledge of the 

State's:

(i) Climatic conditions;

(ii) Native plants and ecosystems;

(iii) Land use ordinances and special management 

area requirements; and

(iv) Historical conditions affecting landscape 

architecture; or
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(2) The person is the holder of a [ma^ster^J-s-] degree in 

landscape architecture from [an—ingti-tut--i-on of higher 

edueetien—fey—"fefee——io a graduate of] a 

school or college approved by the board [ao of 

safeiefeefeery—efeaftding—and-feas—eempiefeed—a—landseape 

architectural—curriculum of—fear—years—ar-aftare-f—has 

had two years -a-f—-ful-l—t-ime—l-aw-£-u-l-expcr-ienee-±n 

-la-ndeeape- arohitocturc work of a character 

saferafeaefeary—fee—fefee—feaard;—ade-pa-rfe—time exparieflee 

which.. the -board findo to be the equivalent thereof-/ 

and has—oucccoafully-^aosed "the- national -1-andocapc 

arahirfeeafe—iriaefis-iftg—axaxHraafeiaa—aad—a—wrifefeea 

CKaminatiori/—proooribod by the baar-d—deoignod to toot 

the- person'o—knowledge of the State’o—climatic 

•aaadifeiaHST—native plants and native ocooyotomoy—land 

use ordinance and special management area 

raqairemeafeST—aad—eaifearai—aad-feisfeariaafe-eaadifeiaas 

af^aafeiag—landscape arohitoct-ure-/-] and satisfies the 

board's requirements for licensure, including: 

(A) Completing all education and experience 

requirements; and
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(B) Passing a state examination, as prescribed by the 

board, testing the person's knowledge of the 

State's:

(i) Climatic conditions;

(ii) Native plants and ecosystems;

(iii) Land use ordinances and special management 

area requirements; and

(iv) Historical conditions affecting landscape 

architecture.

The—person i-s a-g-raduato of a acheol -or -Go-llego 

approved by the board as ef -satisfactory standing,—aed 

■has comp-1 c-fecd—a—l-and-aoa-po-a r-e h it e e t u ra 1—eurricuium—of- 

■fear—yea^s—ar—mere-;—has—had-^three—years—af—fail—time 

■lawful■ -experieaee—ie—landscape architoc-turo work of a- 

eharae-feer--■ oa-tis-fa-etory -to -the board,—or part-time 

experienoe whieh -the- board finds—to bo the- equivalent 

-thereof;—and-hao s-UGeoaefHll-y passed-the national 

landocapo architect -l-ieensinq oxaminatian -and-a 

writto-n examination,—presaribed-by the board-designed 

to toot the person's—knowledge -of -the S-tate ' a-ciimati-e- 

eanditiono,—native plants-and- native-ecesystomo;—land
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Hac-ordinanGG and—specjral-mo-nagement-ar-eQ

—a-nd--cu-ltural- -and -histor-ioal -eertdife-i-ofta 

affecting landDoapc arohitooturo/

The pcr-oofl io a graduate of a ochool or Gollogc 

approved -by-the board ao of satiofactor-y otanding,—aed 

has—eefltpieted—a-^re—iaftdeeape—arehiteetaro—er—ar^fee—and 

aei-enee earr-iealum of four ■ yearo or moro;—has—had—five 

yoaro ■ef—full-time lawful oxpcrionoc ia—landaoapo 

arehifeeefare—werit—ef—a—eharaeter^-aafi-efaefeery-^fee-^fehe 

feeardT—or^-pa-rt-time -exporioneo -whioh-the beard f-indo 

to be the equivalent—thereof-^—and -has—saceess-fui-ly 

paoaed-the national landacapo arohitoet liconoing 

examination ■ and a written examination-—pro-sori bed' by 

the—beard—deeigned—fee-^fees-fe—the—pereeH-!-s—knewiedge—ef 

the Stato-^s—olimatio"' oonditiono/—native ■ plants and 

native ccooyotema,—land-use—erdina-nce and -special 

fftanagemeftt—area—regei-refflen-tsT—and cultural and 

hiotorioaloonditionoaffecting-landacapo 

architecture/—er

-ff-)- ¥b€—persen—has- had twelve ■years—of full-time—lawful 

e«perieftee—in—iaadseape—arehiteetare—werk—ef—a

IIIIBIIIIIIIIIIili 
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character oatiafacfeogy feo the board,—©g—time 

cxpcrioflce ■■which- the-- boa-rdf indo--to-be - t-hO' ■equivalent 

^febegeef-#—aftd-4^as-^5«eeee&ful-ly-pa«««d-^fefee-^iat-iefta-l 

landaeapc architect liconoing examination -and a 

written examination,—pgeaegibed—by-^fefee—boagd—designed 

to test the person’a knowledge of the State's climatic 

conditions/—native plants -and- native ooo^s^ystcms-/—land 

use ordinance- and special-management area 

requirements,—aad cultural and historical conditions 

affectinglandscapearchitecturo.

-(■€) ] The applicant shall also certify on the application 

that the applicant has read, understood, and agrees to comply 

with the laws and rules that the board determines are required 

for licensure.

In addition to the foregoing requirements, the board, in 

its discretion, may also require additional proof that the 

applicant is competent to practice professionally, and whenever 

the board is not fully satisfied [^gem] with the results of an 

examination that any applicant is competent to practice 

professionally, it may give the applicant a further examination 

or examinations.
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No person shall be eligible for licensure as a professional 

engineer, architect, land surveyor, or landscape architect if 

the person does not possess a history of honesty, truthfulness, 

financial integrity, and fair dealing."

SECTION 4. This Act does not affect rights and duties that 

matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were 

begun before its effective date.

SECTION 5. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY:
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Report Title:
Board of Professional Engineers, Architects, Surveyors, and 
Landscape Architects; Landscape Architecture Licensing 
Requirements

Description:
Authorizes the Board of Professional Engineers, Architects, 
Surveyors, and Landscape Architects to determine the appropriate 
educational, examination, and experience requirements for 
landscape architect licensure.

The summary description of iegisiation appearing on this page is for informationai purposes oniy and is 
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