
JOSH GREEN. M.D.
GOVERNOR 
KE KIA'AINA

gov.msg.no. in^

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 
KE KE'ENA O KE KIA‘AINA

June 3, 2026

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate, 

and Members of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

The Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura 
Speaker, and Members of the

House of Representatives 
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Aloha President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:

This is to inform you that on June 3, 2026, the following bill was signed into law:

S.B. NO. 2697, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION.
C.D. 1 ACT 073

Mahalo,

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor, State of Hawaii

gov.msg.no
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Approved by the Governor
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THE SENATE 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE. 2026 
STATE OF HAWAII

ACT 073
S.B. NO.
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RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Chapter 291C, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding a new section to be appropriately designated 

and to read as follows:

”§291C- Shoulder lanes2 use£rohibite^ (a) Except as

otherwise provided in section 291C-26 or as permitted during 

hours designated by the department of transportation, no vehicle 

shall be driven on the shoulder of a roadway.

(b) Every person who violates this section shall be 

subject to the following penalties:

(1) For a first violation of this section, or any 

violation of this section not preceded within five 

years by a prior violation of this section, a fine of 

$250; and

(2) For a violation of this section committed within five 

years of a prior violation of this section, a fine of 

$1,000.”
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SECTION 2. Section 249-10, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"§249-10 Delinquent penalties; seizure and sale for 

tax[—]; rules; annual report. (a) Any tax imposed by sections 

249-1 to 249-13 for any year and not paid when due, shall become 

delinquent and a penalty shall be added to, and become part of, 

the delinquent tax. The amount of the delinquency penalty shall 

be established by the county's legislative body. If the date 

that the tax is due is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the 

tax shall become delinquent at the end of the next day that is 

not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. The director of 

finance may require the payment of any delinquent tax and 

penalty as a condition precedent to the registration, renewal, 

or transfer of ownership of such vehicle. Any vehicle not 

having the number plates required by sections 249-1 to 249-13, 

or any vehicle upon which taxes are delinquent as provided in 

this section[—] for one or more consecutive years, may be 

seized, wherever found, by the director of finance or by any 

[pei-iee] law enforcement officer, and held for a period of [Peft] 

thirty days, during which time the vehicle shall be subject to 

redemption by its owner by payment of the taxes due, together 
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with the delinquent penalties and the cost of storage and other 

costs incident to the seizure of the vehicle [-s-]2.

provided that the owner of the vehicle shall not be liable for 

the costs if the seizure of the vehicle was not conducted in 

accordance with this section; provided further that the storage 

facility shall allow the vehicle owner to enter the vehicle to 

obtain the vehicle's registration certificate. The director of 

finance, chief of police, or any [police] law enforceme^ 

officer shall be deemed to have seized and taken possession of 

any vehicle, after having securely sealed it where located and 

posted a notice upon the vehicle, setting forth the fact that it 

has been seized for taxes and warning all other persons from 

molesting it under penalty provided by section 249-11.

(b) All vehicles seized and sealed shall remain at the 

place of seizure or at any other place that the director of 

finance may direct, at the expense and risk of the owner. If 

the owner of the vehicle fails to redeem it within [t-eft] thirty 

days after seizure, the vehicle may be sold by the director of 

finance at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, after 

giving [ten-] thirty days public notice in the county and by 

posting notices in at least three public places in the district
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where the vehicle was seized; provided that the requirements of 

public auction may be waived when the appraised value of any 

vehicle is less than $500 as determined by the director

of finance or authorized representative, in which case the 

vehicle may be disposed of in the same manner as when a vehicle 

is put up for public auction and for which no bid is received. 

The amount realized at the sale, less the amount of the tax and 

penalty due, together with all costs incurred in giving public 

notice, storing, and selling the vehicle and all other 

costs incident to the seizure and sale, shall be paid to the 

owner of the vehicle. If no claim for the surplus is filed with 

the director of finance within sixty days from the date of the 

sale, the surplus shall be paid into the county treasury as a 

government realization and all claim to that sum shall 

thereafter be forever barred.

(c) The owner of any antique motor vehicle shall be exempt 

from the tax and delinquent penalty imposed under this chapter 

for the entire period of nonuse; provided that the owner of the 

antique motor vehicle shall first present to the director of 

finance a signed and sworn certificate attesting to the antique 

motor vehicle's period of nonuse.
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(d) The department of transportation and law enforcement 

agencies may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 as necessary for 

the enforcement of this section.

(e) The department of transportation shall submit an 

annual report to the legislature no later than twenty days prior 

to each regular session detailing, by county, the enforcement 

activity of this section.”

SECTION 3. Section 286-61, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"§286-61 Penalty. Any person who violates sections 

286-41, 286-42, 286-44.5 to 286-56.5, and 286-58 to 286-60 shall 

be fined not less than $5 [fter] and not more than $1,000; 

provided that any corporate owner of a motor vehicle who fails 

to register a motor vehicle as required by section 286-41(a) 

following a transfer of the vehicle between counties shall be 

fined $1,000 for each violation ; provided further that any 

owner of an out-of-state motor vehicle brought into the State 

who fails to register the out-of-state motor vehicle pursuant to 

section 286-41, 286-50, or 286-54 shall be fined not less than 

$500 and not more than $1,000 for each violation. Any person 

who violates section 286-43, 286-44, or 286-57 shall be fined
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not less than $5 and not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more 

than one year, or both."

SECTION 4. Section 291C-227, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"§291C-227 Penalty. A person who violates any provision 

of this part shall [for a f±ro4r conviction thereof bo fined 

for conviction-of a-geoond off-onoo ■eorami-ttod wit-hin one year 

a4t-er^—fede—date—©i-feftgOT—fete—perggft—gdeilr-^e—figed 

$150;—for- conviction of a third- or oubooqucnt offcnoe- cemmitfered 

wife-hig- one year- aftc-r the date-- of the f i-rot of-f-enoo,—the person 

shall be fined-$200.], for each conviction thereof, be subject 

to a fine of not less than $250 and not more than $1,000.”

SECTION 5. This Act does not affect rights and duties that 

matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were 

begun before its effective date.

SECTION 6. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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APPROVED this 3rd day of June ,2026



S.B. No. 2697, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAW API

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawai ‘ i 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate 

of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2026.

Clerk of the Senate

44-26
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawaii

We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the 

House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session 

of 2026.

^^4* 5^ —■
Nadine K. Nakamura 
Speaker
House of Representatives

Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives


