GOV. MSG.NO. 1167

JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR

KE KIA'AINA
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE‘ENA O KE KIA“AINA
May 29, 2026
The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi The Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
President of the Senate, Speaker, and Members of the
and Members of the Senate House of Representatives

Thirty-Third State Legislature Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Aloha President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:

This is to inform you that on May 29, 2026, the following bill was signed into law:

S.B. NO. 2239, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION.
CD.1 ACT 067

Mahalo,

b S Ture AMD.

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor, State of Hawai'i
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Approved by the Governor

on__ MAY 29 06 ACT 067

THE SENATE 2239

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 S B . N O S.D. 1

STATE OF HAWAII - * H.D.1
C.D.1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAILI:

SECTION 1. Section 11-15.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 1is
amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

"(a) An application for voter registration shall be a part
of the application for issuance of an identification card under
section 286-303 and the application for issuance of ‘a driver's
license under section 286-111. Applications for an
identification card or driver's license shall not be processed

until the applicant [eempltetes]:

{1) Completes the portion of the application related to

voter registration [end—indiectes—ehe—appiicantis
chotce—of whether—toregister—to—wotes];

(2) Completes attestations required pursuant to section

11-15(b) and title 52 United States Code section

20504 (c) {2) (C); and

(3) Is provided clear and conspicuous notice that

submission of the application will automatically:
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{A) Register the applicant to vote unless the

applicant affirmatively declines to be

registered, if the applicant is unregistered; or

(B) Update the applicant's name and address for voter

registration purposes, if the applicant is

already registered to vote.

The applicant shall be automatically registered to vote unless

the applicant affirmatively declines to be registered. If

already registered to vote, [the—applieant—shati—be—offered—the
oppertunity—teo—deeline] any changes being made by the applicant

to [£heir] the applicant's name and address on the application

shall be automatically updated for voter registration

purposes =] unless the applicant affirmatively declines the

changes to be made to the applicant's voter registration record.

The submission of the application for the issuance of an
identification card under section 286-303 or the application for
a driver's license under section 286-111 shall be deemed to
authorize the examiner of drivers to collect and transmit the
information necessary to register the applicant as a voter [&£],

unless the applicant [maede——such—a—-choice] affirmatively declined

to be registered to vote, or to make changes to the applicant's
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voter registration information, unless the applicant

affirmatively declined [swek] the changes. The examiner of

drivers shall electronically transmit the necessary information
to the clerk of the county in which the applicant resides,
election officials, and the online voter registration system
pursuant to subsection (c).

The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information
necessary to register an applicant as a voter if the applicant

[made—a—ehoice—mot] affirmatively declined to be registered to

vote nor transmit any information necessary to make changes to
the applicant's voter registration information if the applicant

affirmatively declined ([suwek] the changes. The examiner of

drivers shall not transmit any information [related-—te—a—voter

s . ] ] 1 : . .

information—3if] under this section unless the applicant presents

a document demonstrating [a—3daek] proof of United States

citizenship[+] or records maintained by the examiner of drivers

conclusively indicate that the applicant provided documentation

demonstrating United States citizenship as part of a previous

transaction. If the applicant provides documentation during the

transaction indicating that the applicant is not a United States

2026-2502 SB2239 CD1 SMA.docx



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

S.B.NO. &\

H.D. 1
C.D.1

citizen, the applicant's information shall not be transmitted to

the clerk and the applicant shall not be offered a voter

registration or preregistration opportunity. If the documents

provided by the applicant do not provide sufficient information

to verify citizenship status, or if the examiner of drivers is

unable to verify that proof of citizenship was presented during

a previous transaction, the examiner of drivers shall provide

information during the transaction regarding voter registration

or preregistration and eligibility criteria, including

instructions that the applicant may only register or preregister

to vote if the applicant is a United States citizen."

SECTION 2. Section 286-111.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by amending subsections (a) and (b) to read as follows:
"(a) A qualified applicant for a new or renewed motor

veﬁicle driver's license shall automatically be registered to
vote with the clerk of the appropriate county upon completion of
the driver's license application and application for voter
registration as required in section 11-15.7 [+f—the—egualified
appicant—makes—a—choiee—to—register—to—vote] unless the

applicant affirmatively declines to be registered on the

application form. If already registered to vote, [the—gualified

2026-2502 SB2239 CDl SMA.docx



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

S.B.NO. &\

H.D. 1
C.D.1

13 e shald ce - . jeetine] any

changes being made by the applicant to [their] the applicant's

name and address on the application shall be automatically

updated for voter registration purposes|[=] unless the applicant

affirmatively declines the changes to be made to the applicant's

voter registration record.

(b) The submission of the application for voter
registration together with the license or permit application
shall be deemed to authorize the examiner of drivers to collect
and transmit the information necessary to register the qualified
applicant as a vocter [+f], unless the applicant [made-—sueh—a

ehetee] affirmatively declined to be registered to vote, or to

make changes to the qualified applicant's voter registration

information, unless the applicant affirmatively declined [sueh]

the changes. The examiner of drivers shall electronically
transmit the necessary information to the clerk of the county in
which the qualified applicant resides, election officials, and
the online voter registration system pursuant to section
11-15.7 (¢) .

The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information

necessary to register a qualified applicant as a voter if the
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applicant [made—a—ehotee—net] affirmatively declined to be

registered to vote nor transmit any information necessary to
make changes to the gualified applicant's voter registration

information if the applicant affirmatively declined [swek] the

changes. The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any
information related to a voter application or changes to the
applicant's voter registration information if the applicant
presents a document demonstrating a lack of United States
citizenship."

SECTION 3: Section 286-303.5, Hawaili Revised Statutes, is
amended by amending subsections (a) and (b) to read as follows:

"(a) A qualified applicant for a new, renewal, or
duplicate identification card shall automatically be registered
to vote with the clerk of the appropriate county upon completion
of an application for identification card and the application
for voter registration as required by section 11-15.7 [4+f—the

Tified 15 ] hed ; . i -

unless the applicant affirmatively declines to be registered on

the application form. 1If already registered to vote, ([&he

any changes being made by the applicant to [£keir] the
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applicant's name and address on the application shall be

automatically updated for voter registration purposes[+] unless

the applicant affirmatively declines the changes to be made to

the applicant's voter registration record.

(b) The submission of the application for voter
registration together with the application for the
identification card shall be deemed to authorize the examiner of
drivers to collect and transmit the information necessary to
register the qualified applicant as a voter [+£], unless the

applicant [made—sueh—a—echoice] affirmatively declined to be

registered to vote, or to make changes to the qualified

applicant's voter registration information unless, the applicant

affirmatively declined [sweh] the changes. The examiner of

drivers shall electronically transmit the necessary information
to the clerk of the county in which the qualified applicant
resides, election officials, and the online voter registration
system pursuant to section 11-15.7(c).

The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information
necessary to register a qualified applicant as a voter if the

applicant [made—a—echoice—not] affirmatively declined to be

registered to vote nor transmit any information necessary to
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make changes to the qualified applicant's voter registration

information if the applicant affirmatively declined [suwek] the

changes.

The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information
related to a voter application or changes to the applicant's
voter registration information if the applicant presents a
document demonstrating a lack of United States citizenship."”

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2027.
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APPROVED this 29th dayof May 2026

e

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I



S.B. No. 2239,S.D.1,H.D. 1,C.D. |

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2026.

Clerk of the Senate

130-26



SB No. 2239,SD1,HD 1,CD 1

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawaii

We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the

House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session

fadss K. fitr—

Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker
House of Representatives

P 1., L.

Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives

of 2026.



