
JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR 
KE KIA'AINA

gov.msg.no.
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE'ENA 0 KE KIA'AINA

May 21, 2026

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate, 

and Members of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

The Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura 
Speaker, and Members of the

House of Representatives 
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Aloha President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:

This is to inform you that on May 21,2026, the following bill was signed into law:

H.B. NO. 2310, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION TO
C.D. 1 THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.

ACT 021

Mahalo,

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor, State of Hawai'i

gov.msg.no


C.D. 1

Approved by the Governor 

on MAY 2 1 2026 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 
STATE OF HAWAII

ACT 021 
H.B. NO.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT
MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

PART I

SECTION 1. This Act is recommended by the governor for 

immediate passage in accordance with section 9 of article VII of 

the Constitution of the State of Hawaii.

SECTION 2. The legislature finds that the federal 

government shutdown that commenced on October 1, 2025, and ended 

on November 12, 2025, threatened the food security of Hawaii 

residents who receive supplemental nutrition assistance program 

benefits, as well'as Hawaii's federal employees and contractors 

whose employment and income were disrupted. The shutdown also 

delayed access to other federal grant funding.

During the shutdown, the United States Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, issued multiple 

instructions to the department of human services regarding the 

benefit amounts and the timing of distribution for November 

supplemental nutrition assistance program benefits. To fund
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these efforts, the department of human services redirected state 

fiscal year 2025-2026 general fund appropriations from its 

eighteen programs and received transferred funds from the 

department of labor and industrial relations.

To date, the department of human services has distributed 

Hawaii emergency food assistance program benefits to 81,399 

eligible households, which includes 161,549 individuals enrolled 

in the supplemental nutrition assistance program. To cover the 

cost for 27,406 eligible households with a dependent child 

totaling 101,655 individuals, the department of human services 

can access federal funds from the temporary assistance for needy 

families program.

The legislature further finds that the department of human 

services needs an emergency appropriation in the amount of 

$14,248,126 in general funds to cover the amounts it paid for 

the response to federal shutdown, specifically: $11,807,126 for 

the Hawaii emergency food assistance program, $2,000,000 to 

support the Hawaii Food Bank for purchase and distribution of 

food, and $441,000 to Aloha United Way for 211 call center 

support.
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Therefore, the purpose of this part is to appropriate 

general funds to replenish the remaining balance of fiscal year 

2025-2026 general fund appropriations that were redirected to 

support Hawaii residents' food security, enabling the department 

of human services to meet its existing obligations and avoid the 

assessment of penalties and interest.

SECTION 3. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $14,248,126 or so 

much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year 2025-2026 

to offset costs incurred by the department of human services in 

providing emergency food assistance to Hawaii residents during 

the federal government shutdown.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of 

human services for the purposes of this part.

PART II

SECTION 4. The legislature finds that recent changes to 

policies made at the federal level will cause a significant 

number of residents of the State to lose their health insurance 

coverage.

The legislature also finds that it is important to provide 

insurance coverage to those who lose federal coverage to ensure
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these individuals can still access health care and to reduce the 

financial strain on health care providers who might otherwise 

provide unpaid emergency services.

Therefore, the purpose of this part is to provide funds to 

supplement premium contributions due to participating health 

plans to reduce the financial strain on health care providers 

who might otherwise provide unpaid emergency services to 

enrollees facing financial insecurities.

SECTION 5. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $16,500,000 or so 

much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 for 

the purposes of this part.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of 

human services for the purposes of this part.

PART III

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval; 

provided that part II shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
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APPROVED this 21st day of May , 2026

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAII



HB No. 2310, HD 1, SD 1, CD 1

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

Date: May 6, 2026 
Honolulu, Hawaii

We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the

House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session 

of 2026.

Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker
House of Representatives

Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives



H.B. No. 2310, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘1

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2026.

Clerk of the Senate
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