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Gandhi International Institute for Peace (GIIP) 

 

II. Background and Summary 

1. Background 

Gandhi International Institute for Peace (GIIP) was founded on September 11, 2001, by Dr. 
Raj Kumar in direct response to the tragic terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers in New York. 
Out of profound grief emerged a powerful vision: to transform violence, fear, and division 
into a global movement rooted in nonviolence, compassion, and peace. GIIP was 
established from the belief that even in humanity’s darkest moments, hope can rise 
through conscious action and moral courage. 

GIIP’s mission is to educate, inspire, empower individuals and communities to resolve 
conflicts by nonviolent means. Through education, consultation, training, and community 
engagement, this Institute works to reduce violence in all its forms and cultivate harmony 
in families, schools, workplaces, and society at large. At its core, GIIP seeks to awaken the 
human conscience and inspire a collective commitment to promote peace on earth. 

Based in Honolulu, GIIP has served Hawaii and the global community for over two 
decades. Its work has earned recognition and formal commendations from the Governors, 
State Legislators, U.S. Senators, and Members of Congress, as well as respected 
institutions including the Spark M. Matsunaga Peace Institute, East-West Center at the 
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University of Hawaii, United Nations Association of Hawaii, Pacific Buddhist Academy, and 
numerous interfaith and community organizations. 

• In December 2014, GIIP initiated Senate Bill SB 332 which was unanimously passed 
by the Senate and House, and signed into Act 5 by former Governor, David Y. Ige on 
April 9, 2015. This made Hawaii the first state in the nation to proclaim October 2nd 
as “Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi Day”.  GIIP has received Proclamations from 
Honorable Governors of Hawaii, Dr. Neil Abercrombie, David Y. Ige and Dr. Josh 
Green. GIIP also has received certificates from the Senate and House for the annual 
Mahatma Gandhi Day event in the past years.  

• In the Twenty- Eight Legislature of the State of Hawaii in 2016, GIIP initiated 
Resolution SCR 20 to establish a Sister State relationship between the State of 
Hawaii and Goa, Republic of India. The resolution was adopted by Hawaii legislature 
unanimously as State Concurrent Resolution 20, SD 1, HD 1- further honoring the 
legacy of Gandhi, promoting international peace and goodwill among Hawaii and 
India’s peoples through travel, culture and arts exchange, increased educational 
opportunities, and economic opportunities. The formal signing ceremony for the 
Hawai’i-Goa sister state relationship by representatives of the two governments 
took place at Washington Place in Honolulu on September 28, 2018.   

• GIIP initiated a House Bill to the Hawaii Legislature, HB 349, to recognize June 21st 
of each year as International Yoga Day in Hawaii. The House Bill was signed into Act 
102 by former Governor David Y. Ige on June 21, 2019.  Hawaii became the first state 
in the U.S. to pass this bill.  Since 2019, GIIP has organized an annual International 
Yoga Day event to raise awareness about Health and Peace in Hawaii.   

• GIIP played a pivotal role in making Hawaii the first State in our nation to odicially 
recognize Mahatma Gandhi Day (October 2) and International Yoga Day (June 21), 
reinforcing Hawaii’s leadership as a beacon of peace, wellness, and global 
harmony. 

Guided by the timeless philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, GIIP has consistently promoted 
Ahimsa—nonviolence in thought, words, and actions. Its initiatives have united people 
across cultures, faiths, and generations through marches for peace, interfaith vigils, youth 
education, global dialogue, and legislative advocacy.  

Through annual Mahatma Gandhi Day celebrations, International Yoga Day events, 
interfaith gatherings, educational workshops, and international webinars, GIIP has brought 
together world leaders, scholars, diplomats, spiritual leaders, mental health professionals, 
and youth voices. These edorts have strengthened Hawaii’s role as a bridge between 
cultures and a living example of peaceful co-existence. 
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GIIP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, deeply rooted in service, integrity, and community 
trust. 

2. Goals and Objectives 

The overarching goal of GIIP is to raise awareness and foster the practice of world peace 
through nonviolence. At this critical stage of growth, GIIP respectfully requests grant 
support from the Hawaii State Legislature to expand its capacity and meet the growing 
needs of the community. 

With this support, GIIP plans to: 

Rent a space to host classes, events and workshops. 

Increase visibility in the community to promote peace education, dialogue, and healing by 
hosting seminars, workshops, and programs. 

Empower individuals to live nonviolently, providing them with practical knowledge and life 
skills that promote peaceful living which can be shared with future generations. 

Expand access to peace education by enabling peace educators and mental health 
professionals to oder workshops for teachers, students, and organizations on conflict 
resolution, mediation, stress and anger management, bullying prevention, domestic and 
workplace violence prevention, and meditation. 

Partner with other peace organizations to raise awareness about peace in the community 
to include Pacific Justice & Reconciliation Center, Iolani Peace Institute, Spark Matsunaga 
Peace Institute & Conflict Resolution Center, University of Hawaii, Pacific Buddhist 
Academy and Interfaith Alliances of Hawaii. 

3. Public Purpose and need to be served 

Hawaii is facing increasing challenges related to stress, violence, bullying, and emotional 
well-being. GIIP responds to this urgent need by creating spaces for healing, learning, and 
collaboration. Political leaders, interfaith teachers, youth groups, peacemakers, artists, 
healers, mental health professionals, diplomats, and international dignitaries will be 
invited to Hawaii to share collective wisdom and solutions rooted in compassion and 
nonviolence. 

Through workshops and seminars, GIIP equips individuals with tools to manage anger, 
prevent violence, address bullying, and cultivate inner peace. Meditation and self-
awareness practices are integral to helping participants regulate emotions, build 
resilience, and develop healthy coping strategies. 
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4. Target Population 

GIIP serves the entire Hawaii community, including Ohana, Kupuna, youth, educators, 
peace advocates, healers, mental health professionals, social workers, and residents from 
all walks of life. Its programs are inclusive, intergenerational, and culturally responsive. 

5. Geographic Coverage 

GIIP’s primary focus is the State of Hawaii. Its programs often bring national and 
international speakers to the islands, enriching local communities with global perspectives 
on peace, nonviolence, and human dignity. 

 

III. Service Summary and Outcomes 

1. Scope of Work 

GIIP seeks to strengthen a local institute that encourages Hawaii’s Ohana to live in peace 
and harmony. Grant support will enable GIIP to expand outreach by connecting peace-
focused organizations and engaging individuals who may not yet be involved in peace 
initiatives. Through workshops, seminars, and webinars, GIIP will foster unity, 
collaboration, and shared purpose across communities. 

Tasks & Responsibilities 

Teaching stress management and emotional resilience 

Training educators and administrators in bullying prevention 

Odering mediation services for conflict resolution 

Providing lectures on anger management and violence prevention 

Educating the public on domestic and workplace violence prevention 

Teaching meditation for self-management and emotional balance 

2.  Projected annual timeline for accomplishing the outcomes of the service 

Programs will be odered year-round in schools, organizations, and community settings. 

3. Quality Assurance and Evaluation 

GIIP will engage a qualified part-time consultant to strengthen evaluation systems, 
enhance service quality, and support outreach and marketing edorts. Participant feedback 
will be collected through surveys following each program to assess impact, improve 
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delivery, and measure real-life application of learned skills. A grant committee will meet 
regularly to review progress and outcomes. 

 

VI. Organizational Capacity and Sta@ing 

GIIP is led by a dedicated Board of Directors with diverse professional backgrounds, strong 
leadership skills and nearly two decades of selfless service to Hawaii. Board members 
actively participate in interfaith, educational, and peace initiatives in Honolulu. 

Gandhi International Institute for Peace stands at a defining moment. With the support of 
the Hawaii State Legislature, GIIP can support Aunty Pilahi Paki’s vision by deepening its 
impact, expanding its reach, and strengthening Hawaii’s legacy as a global leader in peace, 
compassion, and nonviolence. 

This investment is not only in an organization, but in the hearts, minds, and future of 
Hawaii’s people. Together, we can transform conflict into understanding, fear into hope, 
and violence into lasting peace for generations to come. 

Contact: gandhianpeace@gmail.com 

Website: www.gandhianpeace.org 







 
 

The House of Representatives 

  State of Hawai‘i 

Hale o na Luna Maka‘ainana 
hereby presents this certificate to 

  

   

GANDHI INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR PEACE 
20th Annual Mahatma Gandhi Day and International Day of Nonviolence Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative Della Au Belatti 

 
WHEREAS, born on October 2, 1869, Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi, revered worldwide as Mahatma Gandhi, was the leader of Indian 
nationalism in British-ruled India and led India to independence through the 
use of non-violent civil disobedience; he became a global symbol of peace, 
justice, and passive resistance and his unwavering commitment to the 
philosophy of ahimsa (nonviolence) and tenets of satyagraha (holding firmly 
to truth) inspired civil rights and freedom movements across the globe; and 
 

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2007, the United Nations voted to establish 
October 2 as the International Day of Nonviolence to honor Mahatma 
Gandhi's legacy and to promote peace, dialogue, and understanding among 
different nations and peoples; and 
 

WHEREAS, on April 9, 2015, Governor David Ige signed into law Act 
5, Session Laws of Hawaii 2015, designating October 2 of each year as 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi Day in Hawaiʻi, making Hawaiʻi the first 
state to do so; and 
 

WHEREAS, based in Hawaiʻi, the GANDHI INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTE FOR PEACE continues to uphold and promote Mahatma 
Gandhi's peace-affirming principles by promoting nonviolent ways to 
address conflicts through education, training, and community events and 
engagement; and 
 

WHEREAS, on October 2, 2025, the GANDHI INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTE FOR PEACE will hold its 20th Annual Mahatma Gandhi Day and 
International Day of Nonviolence celebration with activities in Waikiki, 
including spiritual invocation, chanting, mantras, meditation, yoga, music, 
cultural dance, and speeches by interfaith and social leaders for world peace, 
bringing together people of all ages, backgrounds, and beliefs to reflect on 
Mahatma Gandhi's enduring message that lasting change begins with 
compassion, courage, and nonviolence; now, therefore, 
 

The House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the 
State of Hawaiʻi hereby honors the life and legacy of Mahatma Gandhi on 
his 156th birthday, posthumously, recognizes the GANDHI INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTE FOR PEACE on the momentous occasion of its 20th Annual 
Mahatma Gandhi Day and International Day of Nonviolence celebration, 
and commends the Institute for its steadfast leadership and commitment to 
promoting peaceful ways to resolve conflicts in Hawaiʻi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative Trish La Chica 
 
 
 

Representative Cory M. Chun 

 
 
 

Representative Nicole E. Lowen 
 
 
 

Representative Elle Cochran 

 
 
 

Representative Lisa Marten 
 
 
 

Representative Luke A. Evslin 

 
 
 

Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi 
 
 
 

Representative Diamond Garcia 

 
 
 

Representative Tyson K. Miyake 
 
 
 

Representative Andrew Takuya Garrett 

 
 
 

Representative Ikaika Olds 
 
 
 

Representative Joe Gedeon 

 
 
 

Representative Amy A. Perruso 
 
 
 

Representative Daniel Holt 
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Representative Sean Quinlan 
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Representative Gregg Takayama 
 
 
 

Representative Jeanné Kapela 

 
 
 

Representative Jenna Takenouchi 
 
 
 

Representative Sue L. Keohokpau-Lee Loy 

 
 
 

Representative Adrian K. Tam 
 
 
 

Representative Darius K. Kila 

 
 
 

Representative David A. Tarnas 
 
 
 

Representative Lisa Kitagawa 

 
 
 

Representative Shirley Ann Templo 
 
 
 

Representative Sam Satoru Kong 

 
 
 

Representative Justin H. Woodson 
 
 
 

Representative Matthias Kusch 

 
 
 

Representative Kyle T. Yamashita 
 The 33rd Legislature, 2025  
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Application for Grants 
 

If any item is not applicable to the request, the applicant should enter “not applicable”.  
 

I. Certification – Please attach immediately after cover page 
 
1. Hawaii Compliance Express Certificate (If the Applicant is an Organization) 

 
If the applicant is an organization, the applicant shall submit one (1) copy of a Hawaii 
Compliance Express Certificate from the Comptroller of the Department of Accounting 
and General Services that is dated no earlier than December 1, 2025. 
 
2. Declaration Statement 

 
The applicant shall submit a declaration statement affirming its compliance with Section 
42F-103, Hawaii Revised Statutes.  

 
3. Public Purpose 

 
The applicant shall specify whether the grant will be used for a public purpose pursuant 
to Section 42F-102, Hawaii Revised Statutes.  

 
 
II. Background and Summary 
 
This section shall clearly and concisely summarize and highlight the contents of the 
request in such a way as to provide the State Legislature with a broad understanding of 
the request. Please include the following: 

 
1. A brief description of the applicant's background; 

 
2. The goals and objectives related to the request; 

 
3. The public purpose and need to be served; 

 
4. Describe the target population to be served; and 

 
5. Describe the geographic coverage. 

 
 

III. Service Summary and Outcomes 
 

The Service Summary shall include a detailed discussion of the applicant’s approach to 
the request. The applicant shall clearly and concisely specify the results, outcomes, and 
measures of effectiveness from this request. The applicant shall: 
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1. Describe the scope of work, tasks and responsibilities; 
 
2. Provide a projected annual timeline for accomplishing the results or outcomes of 

the service; 
 
3. Describe its quality assurance and evaluation plans for the request.  Specify how 

the applicant plans to monitor, evaluate, and improve their results; and 
 
4. List the measure(s) of effectiveness that will be reported to the State agency 

through which grant funds are appropriated (the expending agency). The 
measure(s) will provide a standard and objective way for the State to assess the 
program's achievement or accomplishment. Please note that if the level of 
appropriation differs from the amount included in this application that the 
measure(s) of effectiveness will need to be updated and transmitted to the 
expending agency. 

 
 

IV. Financial 
 

Budget 
 

1. The applicant shall submit a budget utilizing the enclosed budget forms as 
applicable, to detail the cost of the request. 

a. Budget request by source of funds (Link) 
b. Personnel salaries and wages (Link) 
c. Equipment and motor vehicles (Link) 
d. Capital project details (Link) 
e. Government contracts, grants, and grants in aid (Link) 

 
2. The applicant shall provide its anticipated quarterly funding requests for the fiscal 

year 2027. 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Total Grant 
       $30,000       $20,000     $10,000        $6,600     $66,600 

 
3. The applicant shall provide a listing of all other sources of funding that they are 

seeking for fiscal year 2027. 
 
4. The applicant shall provide a listing of all state and federal tax credits it has been 

granted within the prior three years. Additionally, the applicant shall provide a 
listing of all state and federal tax credits they have applied for or anticipate 
applying for pertaining to any capital project, if applicable. 
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5. The applicant shall provide a listing of all federal, state, and county government 
contracts, grants, and grants in aid it has been granted within the prior three years 
and will be receiving for fiscal year 2027 for program funding. 

 
6. The applicant shall provide the balance of its unrestricted current assets as of 

December 31, 2025. 
 
 

V. Experience and Capability 
 

1. Necessary Skills and Experience  
       

The applicant shall demonstrate that it has the necessary skills, abilities, knowledge of, 
and experience relating to the request. State your experience and appropriateness for 
providing the service proposed in this application. The applicant shall also provide a 
listing of verifiable experience of related projects or contracts for the most recent three 
years that are pertinent to the request. 
 
Response: GIIP’s membership is comprised of community members who have 
 years of experience in peace making, conflict resolution and nonviolence  
 practice. 
 
2. Facilities 

 
The applicant shall provide a description of its facilities and demonstrate its adequacy in 
relation to the request. If facilities are not presently available, describe plans to secure 
facilities. 
 
Response: GIIP will work to secure appropriate meeting and event/program/venue 

space upon receipt of grant funding. 
 

 
VI. Personnel: Project Organization and Staffing 

 
1. Proposed Staffing, Staff Qualifications, Supervision and Training 

 
The applicant shall describe the proposed staffing pattern and proposed service 
capacity appropriate for the viability of the request. The applicant shall provide the 
qualifications and experience of personnel for the request and shall describe its ability to 
supervise, train and provide administrative direction relative to the request.  
 
Response: N/A.  GIIP membership is comprised of volunteers. 
 

 
2. Organization Chart 
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The applicant shall illustrate the position of each staff and line of 
responsibility/supervision. If the request is part of a large, multi-purpose organization, 
include an organization chart that illustrates the placement of this request. 
 
Response: N/A.  GIIP membership is comprised of volunteers. 
 

 
3. Compensation 

 
The applicant shall provide an annual salary range paid by the applicant to the three 
highest paid officers, directors, or employees of the organization by position title, not 
employee name.  
 
Response: N/A.  GIIP membership is comprised of volunteers. 
 
 
VII. Other 
 
1. Litigation- N/A 

 
The applicant shall disclose any pending litigation to which they are a party, including 
the disclosure of any outstanding judgement. If applicable, please explain. 
 
2. Licensure or Accreditation- N/A 

 
The applicant shall specify any special qualifications, including but not limited to 
licensure or accreditation that the applicant possesses relevant to this request. 

 
3. Private Educational Institutions- N/A 
 
The applicant shall specify whether the grant will be used to support or benefit a 
sectarian or non-sectarian private educational institution. Please see Article X, Section 
1, of the State Constitution for the relevance of this question. 

 
4. Future Sustainability Plan 

 
The applicant shall provide a plan for sustaining after fiscal year 2027 the activity 
funded by the grant if the grant of this application is: 

 
(a) Received by the applicant for fiscal year 2027, but 

 
(b) Not received by the applicant thereafter. 
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N/A -$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

-$                                

TOTAL:

BUDGET JUSTIFICATION - PERSONNEL SALARIES AND WAGES
Period: July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027

JUSTIFICATION/COMMENTS: N/A

Applicant: _Gandhi International Institute for Peace____________
                                                                                                                                                                             

POSITION TITLE FULL TIME 
EQUIVALENT

ANNUAL SALARY 
A

% OF TIME
ALLOCATED TO

GRANT REQUEST
B

TOTAL 
STATE FUNDS
REQUESTED

(A x B)



BUDGET JUSTIFICATION -  EQUIPMENT AND MOTOR VEHICLES
      Period: July 1, 2026  to June 30, 2027

8 Application for Grants

Applicant:  Gandhi International Institute fo  

 NO. OF COST PER TOTAL TOTAL

 ITEMS ITEM COST BUDGETED

1. Canon EOS R6 Full Frame Camera 1 $2,500.00 2,500.00$                

2. ATMOS Ninja Recording Monitor 1 $700.00 700.00$                   

3. Laptop Computer 1 $1,700.00 1,700.00$                

4.  Cell Phone 1 $1,100.00 1,100.00$                

6,000.00$             
JUSTIFICATION/COMMENTS: Necessary equipments needed to conduct meetings, conference, workshops & events in the community.

 NO. OF COST PER TOTAL TOTAL

 VEHICLES VEHICLE COST BUDGETED

N/A -$                       
-$                       
-$                       
-$                       

-$                       

JUSTIFICATION/COMMENTS:



BUDGET JUSTIFICATION - CAPITAL PROJECT DETAILS
Period:  July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027
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  STATE FUNDS
REQUESTED

FY:2024-2025 FY:2025-2026 FY:2026-2027 FY:2026-2027 FY:2027-2028 FY:2028-2029

PLANS N/A

LAND ACQUISITION N/A

DESIGN N/A

CONSTRUCTION N/A

EQUIPMENT N/A

TOTAL:

JUSTIFICATION/COMMENTS   N/A

 

SUCCEEDING YEARS TOTAL PROJECT COST

FUNDING AMOUNT REQUESTED

FUNDING REQUIRED INALL SOURCES OF FUNDS 
RECEIVED IN PRIOR YEARS

Applicant:  Gandhi International Institute for Peace

OTHER SOURCES 
OF FUNDS REQUESTED
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Applicant:  Gandhi International Institute for Peace Contracts Total: -                        

CONTRACT DESCRIPTION EFFECTIVE 
DATES AGENCY

GOVERNMENT 
ENTITY

(U.S./State/Hawaii/ 
Honolulu/ Kauai/ 

Maui County)

 CONTRACT 
VALUE 

1 N/A
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, GRANTS, AND / OR GRANTS IN AID


