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Testimony in SUPPORT of SB0548 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL. 

SEN. LORRAINE R. INOUYE, CHAIR 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

   
SEN. MIKE GABBARD, CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025, 1:05 PM and Room Number:  CR 229 

Fiscal Implications:  This measure will not impact the priorities identified in the Governor’s 1 

Executive Budget Request for the Department of Health’s (“Department”) appropriations and 2 

personnel priorities. 3 

Department Position:  The Department supports this measure. 4 

Department Testimony:  The Environmental Health Services Division, Vector Control Branch, 5 

provides the following testimony on behalf of the Department. 6 

SB548 appropriates funds for the Native Resources and Fire Protection Program and the Hawai	Ri 7 

Invasive Species Council (HISC) to continue efforts to control and eradicate invasive species 8 

statewide.  9 

The Department supports HISC and its programs to prevent and eliminate invasive species in 10 

Hawaii.  Vector-borne diseases such as dengue fever, zika, chikungunya, lyme disease, and 11 

many others are transmitted via animals and insects that are invasive to Hawaii.  Vector-borne 12 

diseases are increasing worldwide, often exacerbated by the impacts of climate change.  To 13 
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protect Hawaii from diseases transmitted by invasive species, efforts must be prioritized to 1 

prevent their spread and establishment.. 2 

HISC plays a critical role as a cross-cutting organization that coordinates, supports, and funds 3 

research while directing invasive species control activities. These activities are essential in the 4 

fight against organisms that harm public and environmental health.   5 

The Department supports increased funding and additional resources for HISC to help fill gaps 6 

between agencies, support research that enhances the detection and management of invasive 7 

organisms, and enable timely action in the fight against invasive species.  8 

  9 

Offered Amendments:  e.g., None 10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 11 
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Testimony in Support of SB 548 
 

Aloha Chair Inouye, Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Elefante, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of 
the Committees, 

 
The Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species (CGAPS) is in support of SB 548, which 
appropriates funds for the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC). 
 
HISC is composed of the Director or Chairperson of the Department of Agriculture (HDOA), 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Department of Health, Department of 
Transportation, and Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, and the 
President of the University of Hawaii (UH), or their designated representative.  (HRS 194-2)  It is 
co-chaired by the Chairperson of HDOA and the Chairperson of DLNR.  The Co-Chairs and the 
Council set HISC’s priorities and approve its actions.  This inter-agency structure is working well 
to carry out policy-level direction for invasive species response efforts across departmental 
boundaries.   
 
During 2024, HISC organized and facilitated the development of action and response plans, by 
country, for little fire ant (LFA), coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB), and coqui frog pursuant to the 
Interagency Memorandum of Understanding for High-Priority Pests signed by leadership from 
HDOA, DLNR, and UH.  Pests do not respect boundaries between agricultural lands, 
conservation areas, residential areas, and other land uses.  The action and response plans 
ensure that response work is efficient and identifies the entity with the regulatory authority 
and/or appropriate expertise and capacity to respond across boundaries and actions.   
 
Under the guidance and approval of the HISC co-chairs and Council, HISC staff was able to move 
proposed administrative rules to address identified high-impact invasive species through the 
rulemaking process in 2024.  HISC voted to initiate rulemaking on May 29, 2024, and the rules 
are now awaiting final signature by the Governor.     
 
In addition to work carried out directly by HISC, almost 90 percent of HISC funds are used to 
provide intra-governmental grants through a process that allows state, county, and federal 
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offices to submit requests for funding activities that complement existing programs in the State 
by: 

 
1. Expanding the reach of, or filling gaps between agency mandates or existing agency 

programs, and/or 
2. Advancing our collective knowledge and capacity through research and development of 

new tools. 
   
The proposals are reviewed by designees from each of the HISC agencies and working groups 
and a recommended allocation of the grant funds is developed through a transparent and 
collaborative process. The HISC Coordinator also works directly with agencies to understand if 
an agency plans to fund a project using their funds or if HISC funding is the only option. The 
Council members approve the final grant allocations.   
 
HISC’s interagency composition and its coordinating role in filling gaps and extending agency 
capacities are critical to invasive species response in Hawaii and we hope this Committee will 
move this bill forward.  
 
Mahalo for your consideration of our testimony. 
 
Aloha, 
 

 
Christy Martin 
CGAPS Program Manager 
 

 
Stephanie Easley 
CGAPS Legal Fellow 
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Taxa Annual Summary Report

Surveyed 
Acres

Total ISC 
Work 
Hours

Volunteer 
Total 
Hours

Chem. 
Controlled

Manual 
Controlled

Total 
Controlled

Total 
People 
Hours

Contributed 
Total 
HoursTaxonName:

January 01, 2023 to December 31, 2023

 Treated 
Acres

ManagementAreaName: Oahu Invasive Species Committee

NAWMA Area
Treated

Mature
Controlled

Immature
Controlled

All

ManagementUnitName:

All

SubUnitName:

All

Action Location Name:

Contribute and OISCOISC Action or Contribute?:

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Acalolepta aesthetica 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Anoplophora glabripennis 0.0000 0 0

8468.5500 114.400 131.9017.50Apis mellifera scutellata 0.0000 0 0

247048.4860 433.402 2 471.4038.00Ceratocystis species 0.0000 0.0002 2 0

295.0940 1227.00 223.50602 5481 6083 1548.5098.00Chromolaena odorata 6.5210 0.6083 1148 4935

0.0000 0.250 0.25Cortaderia sp. 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

44.8310 276.0031 31 339.0063.00Delairea odorata 0.0031 0 31

2.4220 103.000 0 113.0010.00Eleutherodactylus coqui 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Halyomorpha halys 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Lycorma delicatula 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Lymantria dispar 0.0000 0 0

8364.7510 6841.0078 1741 1819 7386.00545.00Miconia calvescens 0.0000 0.1819 5 1814

0.0000 0.000 0.00Miscellaneous Species 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

0.0000 140.500 0 149.008.50Not Applicable 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

107.7620 58.201 1 61.203.00Oryctes rhinoceros 0.0001 1 0

144.9690 47.900 59.4011.50Popillia japonica 0.0000 0 0

28.8710 268.000 294.0026.00Rubus discolor 0.0000 0 0

211.5360 613.00498 498 641.0028.00Tibouchina herbacea 0.4840 0.0498 215 283

0.0190 4.000 4.00Tibouchina urvilleana 0.0000 0 0

108.1720 301.25 41.200 0 362.6020.15Wasmannia auropunctata 187.5010 0.0000 0 0
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