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The Department notes that there is already a statutorily-mandated public process for lease negotiations 
set forth under Chapters 171 and 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). These processes provide ample 
opportunity for robust public participation in the process at duly noticed, public meetings. The various 
military agencies seeking new leases of state land are currently at the initial stage of this process, which 
is compliance with Chapter 343, HRS, which requires applicants seeking to lease state lands prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA). These documents require 
formal acceptance by the Board of Land and Natural Resources (Board) at a public meeting during which 
members of the public may testify and request a contested case. Additionally, the process of preparing 
an EIS or EA requires an applicant to conduct public outreach and solicit comments on the proposed 
studies. If the Board votes to accept an EIS or EA, then a request to directly negotiate a lease with an 
applicant can be taken for Board approval. Such a request would also be required to happen at a duly 
noticed, public meeting at which the public would have the opportunity to testify on the matter and 
potentially request a contested case. The Department believes this process provides robust opportunities 
for public participation in the leasing process.  

The Department is concerned about the financial implications of preparing the requested comprehensive 
economic analysis. Preparation of such an analysis would require the Department to contract a consultant 
to perform the analysis and produce a report. A request of this breadth would likely exceed $2 million 
and saddle the Department with an unfunded mandate that it cannot afford. Accordingly, the Department 
would request an appropriation in the amount of $2 million to cover the costs of producing the requested 
comprehensive economic analysis should these resolutions move forward.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide comments on these resolutions.  
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Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair 

Rep. Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair 

Committee on Public Safety 


Friday, March 21, 2025 

9:00 AM Conference Room 411 


RE: HCR 207 Ñ MilitaryLeased lands Ñ Strongly Support 


Dear Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Iwamoto, and Members of the Committee, 


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 460 small businesses and 
entrepreneurs across the state that strive for a triple bottom line: people, planet 
and prosperity.  


As small business owners who believe we can strengthen Hawaii!s economy 
without hurting workers, consumers, communities or the environment, we ask 
Committee members to vote in favor of HCR 207 which would urge the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) to conduct a comprehensive 
economic analysis of all military-leased lands. This resolution addresses a critical 
issue that deserves attention and action, as it has the potential to greatly bene fit 
the residents of Hawaii, the stateÕs economy, and the stewardship of our lands. 


Promoting Transparency and Accountability 

A comprehensive economic analysis would foster greater transparency and 
accountability in the leasing process. The public has a right to know the economic 
impacts of lands leased to the U.S. military, including lost revenue opportunities 
and the comprehensive costs of bioremediation and cleanup. This will also provide 
agencies and policymakers with the data needed to make informed decisions 
about the future of military land leases in Hawaii. 


Ensuring Fair Compensation for Public Lands 

The U.S. military occupies extensive lands in Hawaii, and it is important that these 
lands are being used responsibly and with appropriate compensation to the state. 


Assessing Environmental and Community Impacts 

Military operations have signi ficant environmental and community impacts. A 
thorough analysis would allow the state to better assess the full cost and bene fit of 
these leases. This will help ensure that these concerns are properly considered 
when evaluating the leases and their terms. 
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Enhancing Economic Development and Diversi fication

HawaiiÕs economy has long been dependent on tourism and military spending. As 
we continue to seek to diversify our economy and reduce reliance on these 
industries, the analysis would help identify opportunities for more sustainable, 
productive, and pro fitable use of the land. 


Establishing a Transparent Lease Renewal Process

HCR 207 urges the DLNR to establish a formal public process for lease renewal 
negotiations, ensuring that all affected parties and stakeholders have ample 
opportunity to provide input before any new agreements are signed. 


Adhering to Principles of the State Constitution and Public Land Trust 

HCR 207 urges the state to align with the principles enshrined in the Hawaii State 
Constitution, the Public Land Trust, and the broader commitment to protecting the 
welfare of the people of Hawaii. Hawaii!s lands are not just real estate. Military 
leases on public lands should serve to generate fair and adequate returns for the 
State of Hawaii, in a manner that is consistent with the Public Land Trust. 


HCR 207 is a step toward gaining a clearer picture of the direct and indirect 
economic impacts of military land leases, allowing for more public disclosure and 
discourse, and providing the state with data to make decisions that are in the best 
interest of Native Hawaiians, all Hawaii residents, as well as the state. 


Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Comments:  

Aloha e Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Iwamoto, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Healani Sonoda-�3�D�O�H�����D�Q�G���,���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�K�L�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���R�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���.�D���/�—�K�X�L���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L��
�.�À�P�L�N�H���.�D�O�D�‹�L�‹�—�L�Q�D���L�Q���V�W�U�R�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���+�&�5���������� 

This resolution is necessary to protect the public land trust and to ensure that the interests of 
Native Hawaiians and the broader public are represented in a fair, transparent, and data-informed 
process. As DLNR has acknowledged, many of the military leases were made shortly after 
statehood for nominal fees�² some as low as $1�² �D�Q�G���O�D�F�N�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���‹�—�L�Q�D���D�Q�G��
accountability to the people. 

The result has been significant cultural and environmental degradation: contamination from 
depleted uranium, unexploded ordnance, and damage to sacred sites. 

While DLNR cites existing public processes under HRS Chapters 171 and 343, on January 28, 
2025, they noted: 

�³�7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���8�6�'�2�'���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��
land disposition process, including environmental compliance, cultural impact 
�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����.�D���3�D�±�D�N�D�L���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
community engagement by USDO�'���´ 

This statement suggests a level of engagement already taking place.  

Moreover, it is essential that the State not operate under the assumption that lease renewals will 
happen or that negotiations will inevitably lead to renewed agreements. No decision about the 
future of these lands should be presumed. Doing so risks undermining the very public process 
that DLNR and the Legislature say they are committed to honoring. If negotiations are occurring 
now, before key facts such as economic value, environmental damage, and opportunity costs are 
fully understood, it undermines public trust and weakens the foundation of any future 
agreements. That is precisely why it is critical that lease discussions are not happening 
prematurely or behind closed doors. 



No meaningful negotiation can occur without first knowing the true economic value of the land, 
the cost of cleanup and restoration, and the lost opportunities these lands represent for housing, 
agriculture, education, and the betterment of Native Hawaiians. 

HCR 207 charts a responsible path forward�² grounded in transparency, data, and community 
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����,�W���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���P�D�G�H���W�R�G�D�\���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�H���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���R�I���R�X�U���‹�—�L�Q�D�����R�X�U��
�O�—�K�X�L�����D�Q�G���R�X�U���N�H�L�N�L�� 

�.�D���/�—�K�X�L���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���X�U�J�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���+�&�5���������� 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 
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