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April 8, 2025 

 
To:   Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and the Senate Committee on 

Water and Land 
 
Re:   STRONG SUPPORT of HCR128 HD1/HR124 Relating to Freshwater; 

Nearshore Marine Ecosystems 
 
 
Aloha Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and the Senate 
Committee on Water and Land, 
 
We write in STRONG SUPPORT of HCR128 HD1/HR124 to reaffirm the State's 
obligation to uphold the constitutional rights of its people by recognizing 
the critical role of freshwater in maintaining healthy nearshore marine 
ecosystems. 

Mālama Pūpūkea-Waimea (MPW) is the grassroots, community non-profit 
that actively works to care for, educate about, and protect our fragile, 
near-shore marine ecosystems. Our mission is “working to replenish and 
sustain the natural and cultural resources of the Pūpūkea and Waimea 
ahupua‘a for present and future generations through active community 
stewardship, education, and partnerships.” 

Freshwater flowing from rivers, streams, springs, and groundwater is 
absolutely critical to the health and vitality of our nearshore marine 
ecosystems. It shapes water quality, supports nutrient cycling, and creates 
the habitats that marine life depends on to thrive. We deeply value the 
powerful, irreplaceable connection between land and sea—one that 
sustains life, balances ecosystems, and ensures the future of our ocean 
resources. 

Mahalo for your SUPPORT of HCR128 HD1/HR124 to recognize the critical 
role of freshwater in maintaining healthy nearshore marine ecosystem. 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony, 
Jenny Yagodich 
 
 
 
Director of Educational Programs & 
Makai Watch Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
The following are drawings made by keiki in our Ka Papa Kai – Marine 
Science for Youth program, grades 4, 5, and 6. They hope their art will 
help explain the importance of freshwater to the nearshore marine 
environment.  
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and the Senate Committee on Water and Land, 

We strongly support HCR128 HD1 / HR124 to reaffirm the state's obligation to uphold the 
constitutional rights of its people by recognizing the critical role of freshwater in maintaining 
healthy nearshore marine ecosystems. 

Freshwater from rivers, streams, springs, and groundwater is crucial for the health of nearshore 
marine ecosystems. It plays a vital role in sustaining these environments by providing essential 
habitats for marine life, enhancing water quality, supporting nutrient cycles, and acting as a key 
indicator of overall ecosystem health. A steady supply of freshwater helps maintain the vitality 
and resilience of nearshore marine ecosystems. 

We recognize the profound and irreplaceable bond between land and sea, a connection that 
sustains life, preserves ecological balance, and protects our ocean resources for future 
generations. 

Mahalo, 

Marine Advocates Collaborating for Sustainable Aquatic L ife through Actions & Discipline 
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