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fund appropriation process; 2) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits sought and 

charges made upon the users or beneficiaries or a clear link between the program and  

the sources of revenue; 3) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or 

activity; and 4) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining.  Regarding 

H.B. No. 1378, H.D. 2, it is difficult to determine if the PASF would be self-sustaining. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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resources.  

 

In light of the transfer of SFCA to DBEDT active in other measures this session, 

we do agree that additional staffing is needed should HB1378, HD2 pass, both in 

DBEDT and SFCA.  

 

The State Foundation on Culture and the Arts has served Hawaii admirably for 

decades. DBEDT looks forward to working with SFCA, our lawmakers and community 

to strike the right balance of the intent of this measure, in support of the value of  all 

arts, including performing arts and in recognition of the landmark 1% for Art statute 

established by the Legislature and visionary architect Alfred Preis.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments. 

The purpose of this bill is to establish the Performing Arts Grants Program within 

the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) to support performing arts.  The 

bill also expands SFCA’s responsibilities to include the coordination, planning, 

promotion, marketing, and execution of performing arts events.  Further, this bill 

amends the permitted uses of the Works of Art Special Fund (WASF) and the amounts 

required to be transferred by agencies into the WASF. 

The WASF, established by section 103-8.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), 

consists of one percent of the cost element of all state fund appropriations for the 

construction and renovation of state buildings.  The WASF is generally funded by tax-

exempt general obligation bonds.  To maintain the tax-exempt status of the general 

obligation bonds, WASF moneys must be used in a manner that is consistent with the 

requirements of the Internal Revenue Code.  Using the tax-exempt general obligation 

bond proceeds for operating purposes jeopardizes the tax-exempt status of the bonds.  

See Treasury Regulations, 26 C.F. R § 1.148-1(c)(4)(iii) (definition of replacement 

proceeds), and 26 C.F. R § 1.148-10(a)(4) (overburdening the tax-exempt market). 

This bill amends section 103-8.5(a), HRS (page 8, line 18, through page 9, line 

8), by putting a cap on the total amount transferred to the WASF per fiscal year.  
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However, the bill does not specify how the caps on transfers into the WASF are 

implemented and how the Comptroller will segregate the excess funds in a way that the 

tax-exempt general obligation bonds are not calculated or transferred along with the 

excess funds.  If the Legislature intends to transfer moneys from the WASF to the 

general fund, this could negatively impact the tax-exempt status of the general 

obligation bonds. 

Additionally, the bill amends section 103-8.5(c), HRS (page 9, line 20, through 

page 10, line 10), by establishing a maximum unencumbered balance for the WASF in 

the previous fiscal year to prevent additional transfers of the one percent of 

appropriations.  This bill further amends section 103-8.5(e), HRS, on page 10, line 12, 

through page 11, line 2, requiring agencies receiving capital improvement 

appropriations to calculate their "proportionate share of the total annual amount" to be 

transferred into the WASF.  Currently, the Comptroller provides each user agency 

receiving capital improvement appropriations with criteria to determine which 

appropriations are subject to the one percent assessment.  The user agencies then 

request, on an allotment basis, the transfer of one percent of the construction costs to 

the SFCA.  

Because the bill does not clarify how the Comptroller or agencies should 

calculate the total amount and their proportionate share of the WASF, user agencies 

would not be able to determine when the WASF reaches its cap on transfers.  Because 

there are no cost elements for capital improvement appropriations when appropriations 

bills are signed into law, it is not possible to calculate both the total amount to be 

transferred into the WASF or a user agency’s proportionate share at that time.  The bill 

also does not explain how the cap will be monitored; therefore, it will be difficult to find 

an equitable implementation of the cap on transfers into the WASF to determine which 

capital improvement projects will be subject to the WASF transfer. 

We recommend that the Committee work with the Department of Budget and 

Finance and the Department of Accounting and General Services to resolve the 

implementation problems in the bill, both to prevent jeopardizing the tax-exempt status 

of general obligation bonds and to clarify how agencies would calculate their share of 
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transfers to the WASF.  We note that the House Draft 1 version of the bill does not 

present such implementation difficulties. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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March 13, 2025 

Committee on Transportation Culture and the Arts 
Sen. Lee, Chair 
Sen. Inouye, Vice Chair 

The Senate 
The Thirtieth-Third Legislature 
Regular Session of 2025 
 

RE: HB 1378 HD2 RELATING TO THE STATE FOUNDATION 

ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS. 

DATE: Thursday, March 13, 2025 

TIME: 3:15 pm 

PLACE: Conference Room 224 

State Capitol 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu HI 

Aloha Chairs Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and the Members of the Committees, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in OPPOSITION  of HB 1378 HD2 

RELATING TO THE STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS. 

SAG-AFTRA represents over 1400 actors, recording artists, and media professionals in 

our state.  Our members entertain and inform Hawai’i, America and the world. 

While we  support the creation of a Performing Arts Fund, the amendments added in 

recent drafts  threaten the long-term stability of arts and culture funding by dismantling the 
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Works of Art Special Fund—Hawai‘i’s only dedicated, reliable funding source for the arts. 

Instead, it replaces this funding with federal and general funds, which are not guaranteed. 

We support the State Foundation for Culture and the Arts and its decades-long history 

as a national leader in community-based arts funding; and we support keeping the funding for 

this important organization intact.    

Respectfully,  

 

Mericia Palma Elmore, Executive Director SAG-AFTRA Hawaii Local 
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March 12, 2025 
 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, Senator Kanuha and members of the Committee, 
 
On behalf of the board of directors, staff, and 450 members of the Donkey Mill Art Center, I respectfully submit 
this testimony in strong opposition to HB 1378-HD2. 
 
While the original intention of this bill—to establish a performing arts grant program—is welcomed and supported 
by many, HB 1378-HD2 has turned into a vehicle to restructure a committed funding source for HSFCA, which we 
strongly oppose. As a visual arts and culture center, the Donkey Mill Art Center deeply respects and supports all 
forms of artistic expression, including the performing arts, often incorporating them into our youth programs. 
However, the proposed changes, including restrictions on the Works of Art Special Fund, and shift to general fund 
appropriations are concerning and pose a significant threat to the arts and culture ecosystem across our state. 
 
Since its establishment in 1967, the Works of Art Special Fund has been a cornerstone of Hawai‘i’s creative and 
cultural community and has provided an incredible amount of security to the sector. Altering its structure or 
imposing limitations jeopardizes the sustainability of organizations like ours and undermines our ability to 
effectively serve our community. For these reasons, we oppose HB 1378-HD2 in its current form. 
 
Why Now Is the Wrong Time for This Change 
 

1.​ HB1378-HD2 Jeopardizes Long-Term Funding for the Arts. 
The bill restricts the Works of Art Special Fund, which is the only dedicated and sustainable source of 
public funding for arts and culture statewide. Without it, Hawai‘i’s creative community will face deep cuts, 
leaving programs, jobs, and future opportunities at risk. 

2.​ General Funds Are Not a Reliable Replacement. 
The proposed general fund appropriation is temporary and comes with no guarantee of future support. As 
federal funds diminish, general funds will likely be diverted to essential services such as health, housing, 
and education—leaving the arts with little to no funding at all. 

3.​ Arts and Culture Are Essential to Hawai‘i’s Identity and Economy. 
The arts not only preserve our cultural heritage but also contribute to tourism, education, and community 
well-being. We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure arts and culture can thrive for future generations. 

 
Impact on Donkey Mill Art Center and the Arts Ecosystem 
 
The Donkey Mill Art Center serves as a vital resource in Kailua-Kona on Hawai‘i Island, providing arts and cultural 
opportunities for over 5,000 people annually. Our mission is to strengthen and support individual and collective 
well-being through hands-on classes, exhibitions, and cultural events in the visual arts. 
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Of particular importance is our Youth Education Program, which has provided keiki ages 2–17 with access to arts 
and cultural education for 30 years. This program is supported in part by the SFCA’s Artist in the Schools 
program, funded by the Works of Art Special Fund. These funds allow us to serve over 400 West Hawai‘i 
keiki annually at under-resourced Title I schools such as Kahakai Elementary and Holualoa Elementary 
and provides professional development opportunities to our teaching artists and classroom teachers. 
 
Through this funding, we integrate visual arts, literature, performing arts, environmental studies, and ʻāina-based 
learning to nurture our students’ sense of self, family, community, and world. For schools and communities with 
limited resources, programs like these are invaluable and must be preserved. 
 
We respectfully urge you to oppose HB 1378-HD2 in its current form and preserve the integrity of the Works of 
Art Special Fund. Dismantling this vital funding mechanism would have far-reaching consequences, particularly 
for rural communities and under-resourced schools like ours. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
With aloha, 

 
Ashley Raymond 
Executive Director 
Donkey Mill Art Center, Holualoa, HI 
donkeymillartcenter.org 
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EXCLUSIVE 

Trump administration slashes division in charge of 26,000 
U.S. artworks 
The fate of holdings dating to before the Civil War is uncertain after the dismissal 
of most workers in the General Services Administration’s fine arts and 
preservation units. 
Updated March 11, 2025 
By Kriston Capps, Ben Brasch and Samantha Chery 

 
 

The future of a vast collection of public artwork is in doubt as the Trump administration plans to fire 

workers who preserve and maintain more than 26,000 pieces owned by the U.S. government, 

including paintings and sculptures by renowned artists, some dating to the 1850s. 

 
Fine arts and historic preservation workers at the General Services Administration told The 

Washington Post that at least five regional offices were shuttered last week and that more than half 

of the division’s approximately three dozen staff members were abruptly put on leave pending 

their terminations. Workers expressed fear that the cuts will threaten a collection of precious art 

housed in federal buildings across the country, including Alexander Calder’s 1974 “Flamingo” at the 

John C. Kluczynski Federal Building in Chicago and Michael Lantz’s 1942 “Man Controlling Trade” 

outside the Federal Trade Commission building in D.C. 

 
The cuts and restructuring follow President Donald Trump’s executive orders on hiring freezes and 

reductions across the federal workforce, a GSA spokesperson said Tuesday, adding that the agency 

is “making decisions to optimize the workforce for our future mission, and remains committed to 

supporting impacted employees as they transition from federal service.” 

 
“This email serves as notice that your organizational unit is being abolished along with all positions 

within the unit — including yours,” read the March 3 memo, signed by acting GSA administrator 

Stephen Ehikian. Ehikian added that the eliminated units “no longer align” with agency and White 

House goals, and referenced the efforts by Elon Musk’s 

U.S. DOGE Service to slash costs across the government. 



 

“It’s just the rug being pulled out,” said a worker who received the email, who spoke on the condition 

of anonymity because staff have been instructed not to speak to the media while on leave. 

 
The worker said the dismissals have already left precious artworks in limbo. The 1941 Gifford Beal 

painting “Tropical Country,” which normally sits in the Interior Department building, is 

temporarily in a conservator’s studio for restoration — but the conservator now doesn’t know who 

to reach at the GSA or whether he’ll be paid for his work. “There’s been no planning or accounting 

or consideration for that,” the staffer said. “It’s supremely shortsighted.” 

 
The dismissals come as the GSA, the central agency for federal building and technology operations, has 

indicated that it wants to sell off some 50 percent of its portfolio of federal buildings. On March 4, the 

GSA  published but then deleted a list of “noncore” buildings that it intended to sell, including the 

headquarters for the Justice Department, the FBI and GSA properties, including historic buildings in 

Washington’s monumental core. A GSA spokesperson told The Post last week that the agency plans to 

republish the list. 

 
According to former staffers, the agency is looking to end its lease for a storage facility in Northern 

Virginia that holds hundreds of paintings and sculptures, including pieces sponsored by the 

Depression-era Works Progress Administration, a New Deal program responsible for some of the 

nation’s most iconic images. Federal government watchdogs over the years have sought to reclaim 

WPA artworks, some of which were sold on eBay. When the works were commissioned, artists were 

paid as much as $42 a week in 1934, or roughly $1,000 a week in today’s dollars, for finished pieces. 

 
The federal government’s art collection works like a distributed museum, with paintings and sculptures 

spread across courthouses and office buildings around the country. The government continues to 

add to its collection through the Art in Architecture Program, which devotes 0.5 percent of estimated 

construction costs for a federal building toward commissioning new artworks. Since 1974, the GSA 

has commissioned more than 500 works by artists for public plazas and federal offices, among them 

Sam Gilliam, Ellsworth Kelly and Maya Lin. 

 
Many of them require frequent care, which is managed by small teams located in each of 11 regions 

across the country, plus a central office in Washington. The federal art collection is managed by a staff 

much smaller than that of other American art museums; Crystal Bridges in Bentonville, Arkansas, for 

example, boasts a smaller collection but employs about 300 people. 

 
Some of these works are literally part of the buildings, such as Ben Shahn’s 1942 fresco “The 

Meaning of Social Security” plastered onto the wall of the Wilbur J. Cohen Federal Building in 



Washington. Staffers wonder what would happen to those works if buildings were sold. 

 
“The Fine Arts Program makes decisions regarding final disposition of artworks in disposed 

buildings on a case-by- case basis,” the GSA spokesperson said. “The overarching goals are to 

protect the artwork in the best way possible and to ensure the public’s access to the artwork.” 

 
Possible actions, according to the agency, may include transferring limited ownership of an artwork to a 

building’s new owners, with an agreement to protect it; retaining ownership of a work or relocating it; 

or fully transferring a work to a building’s new owner and removing it from the GSA’s collection. 

 

Fine-arts staff said the reduction-in-force notices came suddenly, leaving them little time to notify 

artists under C ommission or contractors working on objects. 

 
Employees placed on leave described ongoing contracts with artists to commission new works that 

may now go unfulfilled. Repairing public sculptures clipped by vehicles or cleaning artworks 

vandalized with graffiti are routine parts of the job. Every two years, staff visit and personally 

inspect each artwork in the collection, a census that takes about four months. 

 
A day after staffers were placed on indefinite leave, the director for the GSA Center for Fine Arts 

instructed employees to quickly upload their documents into a shared folder or risk losing the 

preservation history for these works, according to a copy of her email obtained by The Post. That 

director addressed her email to “for everyone left” and ended it by writing “this needs to be a priority.” 

 
Staff members described fears about what long-term changes to the GSA’s art procurement 

process could mean. Trump signed an executive order on Jan. 29 restoring a directive from his first 

administration authorizing a National Garden of American Heroes, a monumental park to include 

some 250 statues of historical figures. Typically, the Art in Architecture Program has identified artists 

for commissions and asked them to take the lead, rather than dictate the content for artworks to be 

produced. 

 
“One of the beautiful things is we’re not prescriptive. We don’t tell artists what to work on,” said 

another staffer, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity. “They go and percolate and come 

up with their concepts.” 
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NEA nixes grant program for ‘underserved communities,’ shifting 
priorities 
The National Endowment for the Arts canceled one initiative and said another would 
prioritize projects about the Declaration of Independence. 

 
Updated February 6, 2025 
By Anne Branigin, Herb Scribner, Sophia Nguyen and Kriston Capps 

 
 

The National Endowment for the Arts said Thursday that it will alter its 2026 grant guidelines, 

eliminating a fund for underserved communities and prioritizing projects that honor the 250th 

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

 
The moves come as the Trump administration’s directives to shut down diversity, equity and inclusion 

(DEI) programs are forcing changes in Washington’s federally funded cultural institutions and as the 

executive branch seeks to put its mark on a patriotic celebration planned for next year. 

 
The Challenge America grant will be canceled for 2026, the NEA said in a news release. That program 

was reserved for projects that “extend the reach of the arts to underserved groups/communities,” 

according to the NEA’s website. The agency encouraged Challenge America applicants instead to 

apply with the Grants for Arts Projects program. 

 
Now, however, Grants for Arts Projects will “encourage projects that celebrate the nation’s rich artistic 

heritage and creativity by honoring the semiquincentennial of the United States of America,” its 

release said. 

 
Applicants have until July 10 to apply. Organizations that already submitted grant applications 

under the program must submit a new one that complies with the updated guidelines, the agency 

said. The agency has numerous other programs for individuals and organizations. 
 

 
“Funding priority will be given for projects that take place in 2026-2027 that celebrate and honor 



the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,” the statement 

continued. 

 
According to the NEA, the changes were made because of “recent directives” and to “align with the 
agency’s mission.” 

 
The announcement by the NEA follows an executive order, signed by President Donald Trump on 

Jan. 29, establishing a new task force — separate from the congressionally appointed U.S. 

Semiquincentennial Commission — that comprises the president, vice president, various agency 

leads and the chair of the NEA. 

 
Under the order, the White House task force will “plan, organize and execute” the celebration, 

relegating the congressional commission to providing “recommendations and advice.” Federal 

agencies across the government are required to submit their plans for 2026 events no later than 

March 1. (The same executive order also revived an unrealized plan from Trump’s first term: the 

creation of a National Garden of American Heroes to feature 250 statues of U.S. historical figures.) 

 
Efforts to prepare for the 250th anniversary predate the Trump administration. The National 

Endowment for the Humanities, for example, announced an initiative in 2019, “A More Perfect Union,” 

to fund grants in all 50 states and jurisdictions related to the nation’s founding. 

 
Mary Anne Carter, whom Trump appointed NEA chair in 2019, is leading the organization as a 

senior adviser. Its previous chair, Maria Rosario Jackson, stepped down Jan. 20. 

 
The NEA receives about $200 million in federal funding every year as it awards grants to theaters, 

museums and other cultural groups. The agency received 2,195 eligible Grants for Arts Projects 

applications for the current fiscal year, which were submitted in February 2024. For 2025, the NEA 

previously said it would award 1,127 grants for a total of 

$31,825,500 to support arts projects in 15 artistic disciplines and fields. 
 
 

On Thursday, Elizabeth Auclair, an assistant director of public affairs at the NEA, wrote in an email to 

The Washington Post: “The FY2025 grants announced earlier this year were all approved by the NEA 

Chair under the previous administration. The recommended organizations then work with the NEA 

on finalizing the awards. Today’s update relates to applicants for FY2026.” 

 
The cancellation of Challenge America, which offered $10,000 grants to groups that could find 

matching funds, will be a particularly large blow to small arts organizations. 

 
Will Bowling, director of education for Relative Theatrics, a theater company in Laramie, Wyoming, 



which offers a literacy initiative for students, described Challenge America as “crucial.” 

“I feel like the Challenge America program is on the chopping block specifically because it helps 

support communities with lesser access to the arts and, in some verbiage, may be considered 

‘marginalized’ or ‘underserved’ — which are now rapidly becoming keywords that are associated 

with diversity, inclusion, equity and access,” Bowling said. “Wyoming is also one of the most 

underserved states in terms of access to artistic, cultural resources, and that’s sometimes just based 

on geography. Our cities are many hundreds of miles apart. One of the schools I serve is about 40 

miles outside of town, stuck in the middle of the prairies. So providing arts access to rural 

communities is a really important component.” 

 
Other grantees who benefited from the Challenge America program worry its elimination could 

harm the already fragile ecosystem for arts funding. 

 
“We hope that having a track record of successful projects with the NEA would open doors to 

other funders,” said Diane Dowling, chief financial officer of Carpe Diem Arts, an arts organization 

in Silver Spring, Maryland. “That’s still to be seen. And with the Challenge America grant going 

away, I’m not sure what’s going to transpire with that.” 

 
The move by the NEA comes less than two weeks after other cultural organizations across the federal 

government announced changes to comply with the flurry of new directives from Trump. 

 
At the end of January, the Smithsonian Institution told employees that it would close its diversity office 

in response to Trump’s executive order that declared DEI initiatives to be “illegal and immoral 

discrimination programs.” 

 
The Smithsonian made the changes days after the separate National Gallery of Art closed its diversity 

office and reassigned its staff in the wake of Trump’s executive order. The gallery’s website once listed 

values such as “diversity, equity, access and inclusion” but has swapped them for the phrase 

“welcoming and accessible.” 

 
Also in January, Trump’s newly appointed Federal Communications Commission chairman, 

Brendan Carr, called for an investigation into NPR and PBS over their commercials and suggested 

that both entities could lose federal funding. 

 
During Trump’s first term, the White House submitted multiple budget proposals before Congress that 

recommended eliminating the NEA, which has long been a target of some politicians on the right. 

 
Roger Schmidt, executive director of Sitka Fine Arts Camp, which serves students from rural Alaska 



and more than 20 other states, called the change “a political and ideological stunt.” The camp has 

regularly received NEA grants, including $60,000 for 2025, and is uncertain about how to craft an 

application that will fit the new funding priorities. 

 
“What will we do here?” Schmidt said. “I don’t know. We’ll write something about how supporting kids 

in the arts is the way to celebrate being an American.” 

 
He added: “If I were to tell the kids that this summer was going to be about the Constitution … I 

think that narrow focus would be really devastating.” 
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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO HB 1378-HD2 
Hearing Date: Thursday, March 13, 2025 
Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts 
State Capitol, Room 224, 3:15 PM 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Becky Lind, and I serve as the Executive Director of Hāna Arts. On behalf of our organization, our 
dedicated artists, cultural practitioners, and the broader East Maui community, I respectfully submit testimony in 
strong opposition to HB 1378-HD2. 

Hāna Arts is a lifeline for our isolated rural community, providing critical arts education, cultural programming, and 
economic opportunities for local artists. Our work is deeply rooted in the preservation and perpetuation of 
Hawaiian culture, engaging keiki to kūpuna in creative expression that strengthens identity, resilience, and 
well-being. The Works of Art Special Fund has been an essential pillar of this work, ensuring that organizations 
like ours can continue to serve communities that otherwise lack access to sustained arts programming. 

HB 1378-HD2 puts the future of Hawai‘i’s arts and culture sector at risk by eliminating the state’s only dedicated 
and reliable funding source for the arts. The proposed shift to general and federal funds creates a dangerous 
precedent, leaving arts funding vulnerable to political shifts, budget cuts, and competing state priorities. This 
change is particularly devastating for rural communities like Hāna, where access to resources is already limited, 
and where cultural and arts programs provide vital economic and social stability. 

Why We Oppose HB 1378-HD2: 

●​ No Permanent Funding: The proposed temporary allocation of $4 million for two years does not provide 
long-term security for arts organizations. 

●​ Uncertain Future: Without dedicated funding, organizations like Hāna Arts will struggle to plan, hire artists 
and educators, and sustain meaningful programs for our community. 

●​ Loss of a Safety Net: The Works of Art Special Fund has ensured the survival of the arts sector through 
economic downturns. Dismantling this fund removes a critical safety net, threatening the very existence of 
arts education and cultural programs across the state. 

●​ Undermining Community Impact: Arts programs serve as a bridge for healing, education, and cultural 
preservation, especially in the wake of disasters like the 2023 Maui Wildfire. Losing reliable funding would 
severely impact our ability to provide these essential services. 

The arts are not an afterthought—they are the soul of our communities. We urge you to reject HB 1378-HD2 and 
instead protect a funding structure that has supported Hawai‘i’s artists, educators, and cultural practitioners for 
decades. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted,​
Becky Lind​
Executive Director, Hāna Arts 
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To: COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND CULTURE AND THE ARTS  
 
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, March 13, 2025 

Re: Testimony in Strong Opposition of HB1378-HD2 

From: Andrew Ogata, Hawai’i Health & Harm Reduction Center 

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and Committee Members: 

The Hawai‘i Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) strongly opposes HB1378-HD2, which 
threatens the long-term stability of arts and culture funding in Hawai‘i by dismantling the Works 
of Art Special Fund. While we recognize the bill includes some positive provisions, the loss of a 
dedicated funding source for the arts will have severe and lasting consequences for our 
communities. 

HHHRC has been privileged to work alongside the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
and Capitol Modern, which has served as a safe haven for our local LGBTQIA+ community. 
Through their support, Capitol Modern has hosted events like Rainbow Prom, Transgender Day 
of Visibility, and World AIDS Day, creating a space where our LGBTQIA+ community can celebrate, 
find support, and build resilience. These events are more than just gatherings, they are lifelines 
for many individuals who often feel unseen and unsupported. 

HB1378 Puts Hawai‘i’s Arts Sector at Risk 

1. No Permanent Funding – The bill offers only a temporary $4 million allocation for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027, with no long-term commitment. Without a dedicated source of 
funding, the future of arts and cultural programs remains uncertain. 

2. Unstable and Competitive Funding Sources – By shifting arts funding to general funds 
and federal grants, this bill forces the arts sector to compete with other essential services 
like housing, education, and healthcare—sectors that already struggle for adequate 
resources. 

3. Loss of a Critical Safety Net – The Works of Art Special Fund has ensured that Hawai‘i’s 
arts sector remains resilient, even during economic downturns. Eliminating this fund 
leaves arts organizations vulnerable to budget cuts and shifting state priorities. 

4. A False Trade-Off – While short-term financial allocations may seem beneficial, sacrificing 
a dedicated funding source ultimately weakens the arts ecosystem rather than 
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strengthening it. A thriving arts sector contributes to economic growth, community 
engagement, and overall well-being. 

At HHHRC, we see firsthand how the arts provide healing, connection, and a sense of belonging, 
especially for marginalized communities. We also see at the federal level how programs and 
services for our queer communities are increasingly under attack. Now is not the time to weaken 
support for the very institutions that protect and uplift us. The arts do more than preserve 
culture; they provide safe spaces for expression, advocacy, and social change. 

The arts are not a luxury, they are a necessity. They preserve our cultural heritage, promote 
public health, and provide a platform for marginalized communities to share their stories. As an 
organization committed to harm reduction and community wellness, we urge lawmakers to 
protect the Works of Art Special Fund and reject HB1378-HD2. 

We respectfully ask the committee to OPPOSE HB1378-HD2 and seek alternative solutions that 
do not jeopardize long-term arts funding. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

Andrew Ogata, Director of Marketing & Development, Hawai’i Health & Harm Reduction Center 
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https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/02/now-is-not-the-time-to-undermine-arts-and-culture-in-hawai%CA%BBi/#:~:text=The%20arts%20are%20not%20just,small%20businesses%20across%20the%20state.




HB-1378-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/11/2025 6:22:37 PM 

Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maile Loo 
Testifying for Hula 

Preservation Society 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

To Chairperson Lee and members of the Committee, 

We strongly oppose HB 1378 HD2. It breaks a long-standing, long-term commitment to a most 

necessary and impactful part of life that feeds our community - culture and the arts.  

The beauty of the arts lies in its diversity, the many kinds and forms one can learn, practice, and 

be enriched by that cross cultures and ages, communities and ethnicities.  

Your efforts unnecessarily sideline the often life-saving impacts arts and culture make on 

individual as well as community levels.  

Please do not pass this bill and disrupt the established lifeline with short-term promises that lack 

stability and commitment to arts and culture which so readily uplift, educate, and enhance the 

lives of so many here in our islands.  

We kindly request you do not pass HB 1378.  

Maile Loo, Executive Director 

Hula Preservation Society 

 



Hawai’i Forest Industry Association 
7192 Kalaniana’ole Hwy 
Suite A-143A, #249 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
Phone: 808/933/9411 
Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
 

 
Date:  03/12/25 
 

TO: TCA Chair Lee and TCA Committee Members 
 

FROM: Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA)  
 

SUBJECT: Comments on HB1378 HD2 Relating to the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
 
Dear Chair Lee and TCA Committee Members, 
 
The Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) is a state-wide association of diverse individuals and 
businesses. Roughly 50% of HFIA members are woodworkers and our annual flagship event is Hawaii’s 
Woodshow, in Honolulu. While we are a trade association focused on the forest industry, we also care deeply 
about the well-being of the arts community and the funding it receives. We encourage you to oppose HB1378 
HD2.  
 
This bill restricts the Works of Art Special Fund, a critical funding source that supports arts and culture 
programs across the entire state. The bill weakens the Works of Art Special Fund by removing the only reliable, 
dedicated funding source for arts and culture programs in Hawai‘i. Ultimately, HB1378 HD2 sacrifices the 
long-term stability of one program in order to provide short term funding for another. 
 
The HFIA believes that funding for performing arts is deserved, but a solution that provides those funds while 
maintaining funding to the Works of Special Arts Fund is necessary. On behalf of the Directors and members of 
the Hawai’i Forest Industry Association, please oppose HB1378 HD2 and we encourage you to seek improved 
long-term funding solutions. 
 
Mahalo, 

 

Guy Cellier, President 
Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 
 

Established in 1989, HFIA’s is a nonprofit organization founded by people committed to sustainable forest 
management. HFIA’s mission is to promote healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry 

through management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. HFIA has over 130 members 
including woodworkers, landowners, sawyers, foundations, foresters, growers, educators, environmentalists, 

architects, millers, ranchers, and others interested in HFIA’s mission and goals. 
 

HFIA Board of Directors 
Officers: President Guy Cellier, Vice President Irene Sprecher, Secretary Taylor Coons, Treasurer Wade Lee 

Directors: Jeremy Campbell, Doug Gordon, Nicholas Koch, Michael Sowards, Aileen Yeh 

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
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March 12, 2025 
 
To the Senate Committee on Transportation, Culture and the Arts,  
 
This testimony is in strong OPPOSITION to HB1378-HD2 as it provides no commitment to fund the arts past 
2027 and leaves the future of arts funding in a vulnerable state.  
 
As the current Executive Director and former ED and current board member of Puʻuhonua Society, an arts and 
culture not-for-profit that has supported community for over 50 years, we know the importance of sustained 
government support for arts organizations, arts programming, and individual artists. There is a vital connection 
between the Works of Art Special Fund and a thriving arts ecosystem in Hawaiʻi.  
 
HB1378-HD2 prioritizes immediate needs while sacrificing long-term stability and sustained funding overall 
weakening the arts ecosystem. Over time this bill will remove dollars behind many arts programs and statewide 
initiatives that support the arts. Support for artists translates to support for our communities as Dr. Jill Sonke, 
Ph.D. and founding director of the Center for Arts in Medicine at the University Florida states, “just like exercise 
and good nutrition, regular arts participation and creative activity can support and enhance our health and 
wellbeing in measurable ways - having a real impact on conditions like hypertension, depression, dementia 
and more… Arts and culture resources should be available in every community.” Whether now or in the future, 
it is not the time to take ANY resources from a sector which positively impacts health and wellbeing for all. 
 
Continuing Hawaiʻiʻs only dedicated, reliable funding source for the arts is imperative and should not be 
replaced but federal and general funds which are never guaranteed. Again, weI stand in strong OPPOSITION 
to HB1378-HD2 as it ultimately threatens the long-term stability of arts and culture funding. 
 
Mahalo for your care and consideration, 
 

 
Emma Broderick 
Executive Director, Puʻuhonua Society 
 
 
 

Maile Meyer 
 

Maile Meyer 
Former Executive Director, Puʻuhonua Society 
Current Board Member, Puʻuhonua Society 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 8:48:01 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jayme-Lee Mokulehua Testifying for Gravitas 
Pasifika  Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Jayme Mokulehua and I oppose HB 1378-HD2. Dismantling the Works of Art 
Special Fund, our only dedicated arts funding, is a grave mistake. Replacing it with temporary, 
unreliable general and federal funds jeopardizes the long-term stability of Hawai'i's arts and 
culture. This fund has been a lifeline, ensuring resilience. Temporary funding is unsustainable, 
and general funds are subject to shifting priorities. We cannot sacrifice long-term security for 
short-term gains. I urge you to reject this bill and protect the Works of Art Special Fund. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 10:50:28 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julia Berlin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Save funding for the arts!  

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 10:24:46 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Makana  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Yes 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 7:03:24 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-

Faborito Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong support to contiune funding necessary for our cultural events. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 11:05:53 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Scarlino Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the bill to keep arts thriving in the the state of Hawaii.  

 





mailto:tolomona@gmail.com












































HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 2:56:28 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Jose Gonzalez Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

To Senators Lee, Inouye - chair and vice chair respectively, as well as Senators Elefante, Kanuha 
and DeCorte of the TCA committee.  
 
Aloha and thank you for taking my testimony in opposition of HB 1378 HD2.  
  

Access to arts programming and guided cultural practice is vitally important to human 
development in ways so vast that the benefits are difficult to quantify. It is that difficulty to 
quantify the benefits however, that makes it all too easy for some members of our society to miss 
the benefits and inherent value that art and cultural practice offers.  
Particularly when fostered at a young age, an appreciation for art serves many functions for a 
well rounded individual. Among those are the development of a creative and analytical mind, 
high emotional intelligence, and a deep sense of belonging and dedication to one's community 
and culture. I think you can all agree these are qualities that this country needs more of.  
  

Passing this bill would put the state's ability to foster healthy hearts and minds of its people at 
immediate risk by eliminating the dedicated funding source for State Foundation on Culture and 
the Arts. This is more than just funding for SFCA. It means funding for all the programs and 
community organizations that SFCA supports. Not only would this lead to severely reduced 
access to arts training and experiences for all but it will almost certainly lead to the loss of jobs 
throughout the state.  
 
Please do not allow this bill to be approved.  
Thank you for your time.  
sincerely, 

Jose Gonzalez 
Honolulu 

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 7:42:22 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Michael Zimmel Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

This is absurd. I thought we had felt with this a year ago. Does the city and county really think 
stopping investment in arts and culture? Would you recommend I save money by not investing in 
a 401k? Would you recommend I save money by not changing the oil in my car? Those are more 
logical ways to save money. Strongly oppose. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 7:02:12 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Rhiana  Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Rhiana Alana Lewis, an artist who moved here from the mainland 3 years ago, 
I am a musician as well as working in homeless services.  

  

As a child from a broken home,music and writing were the only things that I had to help 
me to process and to cope. Expressing myself in those musical notes was a way for me to get 
my emotions out in a healthy way, and it is still that way for me.  

  

Mental Health is an issue not just on these islands, but the world as a whole. Studies have 
shown that persons who participate in art therapy decrease feelings of anxiety and 
depression.  Art IS Mental Health.   Art is prevention for mental illness.  

Art and Culture programs are not only for people of all ages, but actually help parents' 
relationships with their kids. Varying art programs can hold the hands of the parents in 
our communities, and give clues as to how to let their child explore their artistic side, or 
how to enrich them. Which can be a skill and joy that they carry with them the rest of their 
lives. 

This is something I wish I had as a child, and take pride in being a part of as an adult.  

 It takes a village to raise a child right, without this funding the village won't be able to 
help, and so much of our community will suffer.  

There are so many people who participate in the many activities that stand to be affected 
by HB1378-HD2, not just our past, but our present and our future. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 1:57:42 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kaela Teho Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1378 seeks to deny access and suppress the voices of Native and local voices that deserve to 
be heard. It is deceptive and seeks to harm the island community as a whole beyond the arts. As 
the assaults on our rights mount, we need fit leaders who promote community and show up to 
hear their public. With our civil liberties threatened, our community needs leaders whose policies 
do not create more division and suppress our voices and our morale. 

 

d.evangelista
Late







HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 7:52:22 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Wilson Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose appropriating funds away the state art foundation.  And the board of the foundation 
opposes it as well.  I approve of adding performing arts, I would prefer to see that and the 
appropriation of funds from special to general to be lined out. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 4:05:40 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emily States Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

To our Hawaii Legislature, 

I strongly oppose HB1378 HD2. As an artist, art teacher, community advocate, mother, and 
Native Hawaiian. I deeply believe in the power of art to heal, bridge opposing views, inspire 
purpose, bring joy, propel action, and provide beauty and mystery to the world we live in. 

I understand that this bill will make funding more difficult to secure and also less likely to be 
available for art. This is a sad a terrible thing and the result will be the opposite of all the benefits 
aforementioned. 

The budget for the arts is relatively small. As a community we are not asking for more, we are 
just asking to preserve a fund that has gone towards the dreamers, weavers, story tellers, 
practitioners, painters, and poets of this generation and the generations to come. 

Please don't make it harder for us to do what is already difficult. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Emily States 
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Testimony by SHERMAN WARNER!
To the HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND CULTURE AND THE ARTS!

On HOUSE BILL NO. 1378 HD2!
March 13, 2025 at 3:15 p.m. !

Room 308 and Videoconference !

RELATING TO THE STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS!

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye and Committee Members!

Mahalo for the opportunity to express my strong OPPOSITION to HB 1378 HD2. !

A resident of Waimea on Hawaii Island, I served two terms as an at-large commissioner with 
the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, and during those eight years I never tired 
of advocating for the SFCA and proudly explaining how the founding of SFCA and its 
revolutionary funding model Ñ a percent for the arts Ñestablished a model for public arts 
organizations across the country. I am alarmed at the destructive threat that this bill poses to 
the SFCA.!

I heartily support programs that bene fit the performing arts. After graduating from the 
University of Hawaii in 1968 with a degree in theatre, I spent my professional life working in the 
theatre. I worked in both commercial and in non-pro fit theatre. I have depended on grants from 
the National Endowment for the Arts and the New York State Arts Council on the Arts. I worked 
in regional non-profit theatre, at the New York Shakespeare Festival, co-founded a successful 
non-profit Off -Broadway theatre, and I was a Broadway producer and general manager with 
about two dozen shows and several Tony Awards to my credit. I produced in London, 
Germany, Canada and across the U.S.. As a Broadway producer, I subsidized the budgets of 
non-profit regional theaters across the country so that they could co-produce new shows with 
the potential to move to Broadway. I love theatre. I know what itÕs like to start a theatre and to 
struggle for funding to keep it alive. In retirement, IÕve served on the board of directors of the 
Kahilu Theatre, been board president and also served as interim artistic director. !

My lifetime commitment to the performing arts cannot be questioned, but I firmly believe that 
HB 1378 HD2 is not the way to support the performing arts. If the intent is to support the 
performing arts, do it in a way that doesnÕt turn the SFCA into legislative roadkill. A standalone 
performing arts bill with a discrete funding source could be administered e ff ectively by the 
SFCA. Support for the performing arts should not be the sugar coating on a poison pill for the 
SFCA.!

The Works of Art Special Fund has ensured the financial stability of the SFCA for more than 50 
years. That apolitical funding stream is critical to the SFCAÕs continued success.!

The mission of the SFCA Ñ#to promote, perpetuate, and preserve culture and the arts in 
HawaiÕi and to celebrate and emphasize the cultural richness and diversity of Hawai$i Ñ is 
under unprecedented attack by a federal government determined to erase cultural and artistic 
diversity and values from our society. In Hawaii, those are the values that we honor and 
celebrate. Now is the time to strengthen and defend SFCA and its mission, not to threaten or 
diminish it in any way. !

Save the SFCA.!









HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 5:38:24 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Georgia L Hoopes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members.  

I do not support HB1378 HD2. 

I am writing to urge you to not pass HB1378 HD2. It does not create new funding for the 
performing arts. Although it showed promise initially, it evolved into a serious threat to 
sustainable arts and culture funding in Hawaii.  

Please do not pass HB1378 HD2. 

Mahalo for your consideration.  

Georgia Hoopes, Kalaheo  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 5:41:39 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margo Ray Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Don't restrict the Works of Art Special Fund, it is a a critical funding source that supports arts 
and culture programs across the entire state!  

 





http://friends.hawaiiartsalliance.org/dsp_emailhandler.cfm?eid=441&uid=4885


HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 7:09:59 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Virginia Holte Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts , 

I  OPPOSE HB 1378-HD2 

Leave the arts funding alone! 

The humans that are artists and run arts organiztions arts are the least funded, hardest 
working , most  honest grass roots folks around.   

The arts (all kinds-including, but not limited to  dance, theatre, visualarts ) are what keeps 
peope sane in this insane world. 

So , in all due respect.. go bottom pick and find whatever money you need from  somewhere 
else. 

As you very well know, thanks to Pundy, he helped secure at least 1% of government 
money for the arts. We do not want to see him rolling over in his grave. 

  

Thank you. 

 Virginia  

  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 7:26:42 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Brightbill Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a public school teacher, it is heartbreaking to hear that funding for the arts may decrease. 
Students deserve more than short-term funding for the arts. Please vote no on this bill and work 
to secure more permanent funding for the arts. Our keiki deserve a well-rounded education. 

  

Mahalo, 

Amanda  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 7:34:16 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Danica Rosengren Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly encourage you all to oppose this bill, which cuts allocated arts funding during time 
when general and federal funds are being cut. Arts and culture are the heartbeat of Hawai'i, and a 
cut to the funds wouldn't only mean less opportunity for artists to make a living wage here, but it 
also would cut the arts education programing by 75%. Already the money allotted to arts 
education does not cover every school and student. Out of all the grants that were awarded this 
year through Artists in the Schools, only half had a dedicated arts specialist on campus- and even 
less had an arts specialist both in visual and performing arts. These grants fill the current gap in 
arts education that is occurring in the state, and by cutting the funds. In addition, arts and culture 
support positive mental health, the fostering of communities, and truly saves lives. There was a 
kupuna last year after the Maui fires who shared that almost every Monday, she considered 
ending her life. But she couldn't, because she had hula on Tuesday. I implore you to not cut the 
dedicated arts funding for the state of Hawai'i, and respect and honor the deep transformation 
that the arts have on the lives of our community members.  

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 9:07:46 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steven Kean Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  
My name is Steven Kean. I am a working professional artist based on the North Shore of Oahu 
and am also on the Teaching Artist roster of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts since 
2018.  I am writing to express STRONG OPPOSITION to Bill HB1378 HD2. This bill has the 
potential to have a direct negative impact on the children of Hawaii, fellow artists, colleagues, 
and me. The bill cuts funding for Artists in the Schools among other important programs. This 
year, I led two AITS residencies at Ka'ala Elementary and Waialua Elementary Schools and 
Professional Development sessions at each school. I also attended the annual Teaching Artist 
Institute in 2024, which was hosted by Maui Arts and Cultural Center. These experiences 
contributed tremendously to my professional growth as an art educator and for the teachers who 
participated in the PD sessions I led as part of my AITS residencies.  BHB1378 HD2 would cut 
funding for Professional Developments for Teaching Artists and Teachers, hindering our growth, 
which in turn affects the keiki. I urge you to protect the future of the arts and the future of the 
people of Hawaii. Mahalo 
 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 9:22:13 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ball Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To the Members of the Committee, 

As an art educator, a former board member of the friends of Capitol Modern, and a citizen and 
father whose family's lives have been immesurably improved through the art community in 
Hawaii, I urge you oppose the unfriendly amendments to HB1378 that gut the Works of Art 
Special Fund. These funds are essential to maintaining Hawaii's rich artistic and cultural 
legacies--please do everything in your power to resore full funding to the Special Fund or 
othwise oppose this legislation. Art has never been more powerful than in these troubled times. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Dave Ball, Waialae-Kahala 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/10/2025 9:30:18 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Matheis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill would deceivingly devistate the arts sector within a few years. Removing the current 
funding source was sneakily included here, but artists notice details. The arts are necessary to 
cultivate complex problem solving skils, which our youth lack nowadays. The rich culture of 
Hawaii survives through artistic practices and your proposal to gamble with the funding secured 
by SFCA is appalling. Our futures and this treasured place will be lacking if you proceed to rob 
this 1% funding from the SFCA. Practice democracy and listen to what the people of Hawaii 
want. I want my kids, and their kids, and their great grandchildren to have access to the arts. 
Stealing this dedicated funding is unacceptable. 

 















HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 12:20:22 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kenny Endo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1378 HD2 becuase it doen't protect the arts into the future.  The value of the arts 
needs to be realized and respected. 

 









 



https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/11/recession-fears-could-dent-state-budget/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/11/recession-fears-could-dent-state-budget/
http://www.seemasueko.com/


HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 7:43:56 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1378 HD2.  The arts are vital to a flourishing life.  The arts unite people in 
innumerable ways and foster resilient communities.  The arts foster creativity, innovative 
thinking, resourcefulness, empathy and understanding, all qualities need to solve 21st century 
problems.  If we are to be a thriving community we need more arts in society not less.  As an 
educator for the DOE, I absolutely oppose this bill.  Thank you for your consideration.  

 





 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 8:58:51 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faith Kalamau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to this bill 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 9:10:58 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Latham Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please keep the Works of Art Special Fund in place to ensure that funding of the arts is 
guaranteed. 

 











HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 9:58:33 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

james koons Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please, please, please oppose this bill. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 12:58:01 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Olivia Heung Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Without publicly commissioned artworks through the Works of Art Special Fund, the islands risk 
turning into one generic city indistinguishable from the mainland. Publicly commissioned works 
are integral to Hawaii's identity, they are a contrast against market forces and enrich our urban 
environments. They remind us of our locality and mark places in our memory. The things 
making Hawaii unique are disappearing, one small business after another while rapid 
development is occluding our view of the mountains and sea. Artists are trained to 
find beauty and reflect it back to us, let's continue to support and work together with the arts to 
conserve Hawaii's character and fund its creative economy.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 1:35:10 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

May Izumi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The bill pretty much dismantles the provision in Hawaii state law dedicated to funding art. It 
presumes that art is unimportant even though local artists (and their families and sub-contractors) 
will be adversely affected. These artists live in the communities and any money they spend stays 
in Hawaii. There is a misconception that the arts are a drag on the economy when in reality the 
arts generate millions of dollars and jobs locally. It would be stupid to get rid of an economic 
engine like that. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 1:38:43 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenny chang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

You should not be passing this bill! Hawaii is one of the most culture that revolves around art. 
Passing this means the cutlture of art will be removed and the future generation will not 
understand the importance of art if it is gone. This will make alot of people lose their jobs and 
that will not be good. Art may be a nuisance to those who don't understand but Hawaii needs it. 
It is apart of our culture!  You can't take things away because you think its necessary. Focus on 
the real problems like the housing industry and the homelessness. Stop going after the important 
ones !!!! 

 











HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 2:10:40 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Pollock Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I have worked in the non-profit arts sector for over 50 years. To see the National Ensowment for 
the Arts under threat of collapse is heart breaking.  HSFCA will be affected deleteriously.  

How did we get here?  Persistent, unrelenting attempts to dismatle John F. Kennedy's vision for a 
vibrant arts community.  

Why not live and let live?  Let live JFK's vision.  

The Arts for, by, and of the people are essential for a humane, caring, and thoughtful society. 
Live and let live. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 2:13:06 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Ha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing HB1378 HD2 as an artist and a patron of the arts. The funding of public art is 
important to the people of Oahu and deserves it's own proper long term dedicated fund. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 2:15:25 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheela Sharma  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 138 because it threatens the long-term stability of arts and culture funding by 
dismantling the Works of Art Special Fund. There is no commitment beyond 2027 so this is 
narrow and shortsighted. This bill threatens the long term stability of necessary arts and culture 
funding. 

Thank you for considering opposition to HB 138. 

  

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 2:20:22 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Marie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure arts in Hawaii need long term support and funding. Having arts 
compete with other programs will harm arts in Hawaii. 

 





https://www.colorcom.com/
https://www.colormatters.com/








HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 2:46:57 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Connor Asato Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislature, 

I feel that this is ridiculous and shame on you guys. You feel that money is so much more 
important than the arts and culture. You are not getting to the root of the problem which is the 
mainland and international investors. If you wanted to keep the money in Hawaii, you would 
have laws that prevent these corporations to invest in Hawaii. It's sad to see what Hawaii has 
become.  
  

Mahalo, 

Connor 
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supported the arts and culture ecosystem for decades. This is not the time to dismantle the very 
foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting 
Hawaii's arts and culture sector. 

Sincerely, 
Ann Zamber 
Island of Hawaii, Hawaii 

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 4:36:29 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hazel Ito Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to respectfully oppose HB1378-HD2, scheduled for hearing on Thursday, March 13, 
at 3:15 pm.  

HB1378-HD2 threatens to dismantle art funding and will impact school students, artists, and a 
diverse range of members of our community. Please do not ppass this billl.  
Thank you, 

Hazel Ito 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 4:38:01 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jude Rooney Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 1378-HD2. Although it offers short term funding it does not insure long term 
stability for the arts in the state of Hawaii. We cannot risk losing long term funding for the arts. 
It is too important and often overlooked in legislature. We cannot take a step backwards in 
providing protection for the arts in the state of Hawaii. 

 





programs statewide.  I oppose the proposed bill, HB1378-HD2 and hope the state legislature will 
find ways to support more for education and arts.  

Sincerely, 

Bonnie Kim 

 



















Mahalo, 

Helena Noordhoff  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 5:47:47 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jane Yoo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a resident of Molokai - perhaps the last bastion of Hawai'i culture - I urge you to oppose this 
bill that threatens sustainable support for the arts and culture. Without arts and culture, we lose 
our identity. Please help perserve what little we have left. Please ensure that funding for the arts 
and culture remains strong for all the generations to come.  

Mahalo for doing the right thing! 

Jane Yoo 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 5:54:04 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

B. Lani Prunés Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

How dare you undermine the arts in Hawai'i when they uphold so much of the community! 
Whether funding is removed slowly or quickly, it's wrong. Please reconsider the investments 
needed at this time to continue to help the community thrive, employ artists and admin, and 
uphold the arts as worthy.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 5:58:42 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lois Sato Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB 1378-HD2 
It is disappointing that the current legislators  who played a major role in authoring this bill 
appear to be unaware of the hardwork and tenacity of their predecessors to ensure Hawaii's Art 
continues as a lifeline for artists and for the people of the community to enjoy throughout their 
lifetime.  With the support of former Gov. John Burns and Masaru "Pundy" Yokouchi the 
early artists Tadashi Sato, Satoru Abe, Harry Tsuchidani, Isami Doi, Toshiko Takaezu, Jerry 
Okimoto paved the way for future Hawaii artist to showcase their work throughout Hawaii. Art 
in public places have the ability to spark conversation, connection, creativity and community  - 
we cannot sacrifice the long-term positive impact and stability ART have provided. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 6:04:03 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1378 HD2. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 6:07:59 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kye Harford Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill threatens the stability of arts and culture funding and I oppose to it. 

 







HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 6:30:21 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Owen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as it will hurt artists and erode support for artists and the arts throughout 
Hawaii.  I have always been proud of Hawaii for supporting the arts longer than any other 
state.  But now we must stand strong with artists and the arts at a time when it is going to be 
tougher than ever to maintain support for the arts. 

 





 
Oppose HB1378 HD2 Ð Protect Arts and Culture Funding in HawaiÔi

Date: March 12 
To: Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Lorraine Inouye, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Transportation and Culture and the Arts (TCA) 
From:  Mark Branner 
Affiliation: University of Hawai!i at M"noa / Department of Theatre and Dance 
Subject: Strong Opposition to HB1378-HD2

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Mark Branner, and I am a Professor of Theatre in the Department of Theatre and 
Dance at the University of Hawai!i at M"noa. I am submitting testimony in strong opposition to 
HB1378-HD2, which threatens the future of arts and culture funding in HawaiÔi.

1. HB1378-HD2 Jeopardizes Long-Term Funding for the Arts. 
The bill restricts the Works of Art Special Fund, which is the only dedicated and 
sustainable source of public funding for arts and culture statewide. Without it, 
HawaiÔiÕs creative community will face deep cuts, leaving programs, jobs, and future 
opportunities at risk. 

2. General Funds Are !ot a Reliable Replacement. 
The proposed general fund appropriation is temporary and comes with no guarantee of 
future support. As federal funds diminish, general funds will likely be diverted to 
essential services such as health, housing, and education Ð leaving the arts with little to 
no funding at all. 

3. Arts and Culture Are Essential to HawaiÔiÕs Identity and Economy. 
The arts not only preserve our cultural heritage but also contribute to tourism, education, 
and community well-being. We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure arts and 
culture can thrive for future generations. 

I urge you to OPPOSE HB1378-HD2 and to protect the Works of Art Special Fund, which has 
supported the arts and culture ecosystem for decades. This is not the time to dismantle the very 
foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting Hawaii's 
arts and culture sector.

Sincerely, 
 
Mark Branner 
Honolulu, Hawaii



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 6:54:23 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathi Mukai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture on the Arts,  

I oppose HB1378-HD2 because it threatens the stability of arts funding in Hawaii.  The Works of 
Art Special Fund provides essential, reliable support for the arts and replacing it with uncertain 
federal and general funds risks the future of our creative community.  The temporary allocation 
of $4 million does not offer long term security the arts need.   
  

I urge you to reject this bill and protect dedicated funding for the arts in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kathi Mukai 

 





3. Losing a Lifeline: The Works of Art Special Fund has kept our arts alive, even when 
times were tough. If this bill passes, we lose that safety net. 
  

4. False Promises: Short-term funding will not protect our arts long-term. This bill will 
actually weaken the arts ecosystem instead of helping it grow. 
  

We need to stand up for the arts and make sure they are protected for future generations. I ask 
that you oppose HB 1378-HD2 and keep the Works of Art Special Fund strong. 

Please support our community, our culture, and our future. We cannot afford to take this risk. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Phillippe Fernandez-Brennan 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 7:46:05 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bailey Onaga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As an artist and arts educator born and raised in Hawaii, I oppose this bill. Without educational 
programs and access to the arts, our community would be devoid of cultural perpetuation, 
historical documentation, and self expression. During these unsettling and alienating times I have 
seen firsthand how the healthy outlet of arts have helped to inspire hope in others, especially the 
youth.  

 





Beth Anderson 

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 8:19:31 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Crystal Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  Please DO NOT pass this as this would actively harm local artists. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 8:29:53 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Carol Yasuko & Saleem 

Ahmed Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and members of the Committee,  

As strong supporters of and participants in arts and culture, we urge you to oppose HB1378-
HD2.  

Our children benefited from many of the programs offered by arts organizations that receive 
support from the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, and the artists in the schools program 
is vital to child development. HB1378-HD2 threatens the support of these organizations and 
slashes the artists in the schools program.  

In our retirement, living on fixed income, we appreciate Capitol Modern. How wonderful to have 
a free museum that celebrates local artists and offers programming for all ages. 

Funding for the arts is already under threat from the Federal government, let our state be a 
beacon of hope and support arts and culture instead of hurting this vital resource. 

We appreciate how hard you work to support the people of Hawaii, and thank you for this 
opportunity to voice our concern. 

Mahalo Nui Loa, 

Carol Yasuko & Saleem Ahmed 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 8:35:32 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amelia  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The art community matters!!  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 8:43:37 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Milena Ordonez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Supporting and funding local artists is a very crucial aspect in bringing people together 
and developing collaboration/community. It also showcases people's dedication, hardwork, and 
talent that can inspire the youth and adults who wish to do the same. Public art should never be a 
topic of question. It should live as a priority for as long as possible because of the beauty it 
brings to our community and the doors of opportunites that open for local artists.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 9:07:30 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andi Struzziero Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Given the current state of our government and the actions that are being taken against the best 
interests of all US citizens, we must do whatever we can to uphold and protect the arts. In a time 
of unrest, uncertainty, and fear, people require the arts more than ever as a way to express 
themselves and to find peace within their community. The arts bring us joy and collaboration, 
and now more than ever we should be funding these initiatives, not trying to dismantle them.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 9:16:07 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elisabeth Mather Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a member of Hawaii's arts community, I oppose this bill because it dismantles permanent 
funding for the arts. Please do not remove the Works of Arts Special Fund. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 9:33:01 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leigh Wong-Miyasato Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose. 

 









supported the arts and culture ecosystem for decades. This is not the time to dismantle the very 
foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting 
Hawaii's arts and culture sector. 

Sincerely, 
Lila Lee  

  

  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2025 11:05:47 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ellison Montgomery  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill on the basis that it cuts off funding after 2027. The arts need long term funding 
and should not have to compete with other priorities. Hawai'i is beautiful in many ways due to 
it's vibrant art scene, murals and museums. Museums create gathering spaces for the community 
to interact and share ideas which is more important now than ever. Please support the future of 
our artists, keep the works of art special fund.  
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 1:10:07 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marilyn Hillman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I object to this bill in it's present form. vote no 

This bill while creates funds for performing arts, yet it takes funding away from other art 
programs."Amends the funding sources for the State Art Museum. Amends the amounts required 
to be transferred by agencies into the Works of Art Special Fund and the allowable uses of the 
Special Fund." 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration, 

Marilyn Hillman  

Your constituent 

Keokea, Kula, Maui, HI 

 







HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 6:37:17 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Forrest Leonard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I'm writing to you in opposition to HB1378 HD2. 

This bill threatens vital funding for the arts and culture of Hawaii, which are major contributors 
to our state's economy. Hawaii is renowned for its vibrant arts and culture, and the passing of this 
bill would devastate that. This funding supports artists and organizations that bring people out to 
spend money at their events and exhibitions, which in turn increases the revenue of the 
surrounding businesses such as restaurants and shops. While this funding cut saves money on 
paper, it will substantially curtail the economic prosperity that the arts and culture generates here 
in Hawaii, and will be greatly detrimental to our commerce in the long run. 

Again, I'm encouraging you to oppose HB 1738 HD 2. I hope that you will understand the vital 
role this funding provides for our art and culture, and that you will choose to preserve the 
economic prosperity that it brings. 

Mahalo, 

Forrest Leonard 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 6:50:03 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert I Nehmad Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We (myself and Deborah Nehmad) strongly urge the Committee to oppose HB1378 SD2. 

It puts the arts at risk, shutting off a critical source of dedicated funding at a time when the future 
of funding for non-profits has never been more tenuous.  NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO MAKE 
SUCH DRASTIC CHANGE. 

PLEASE PROTECT THE ARTS IN HAWAII! 

Deb & Robert Nehmad 

 





https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/11/recession-fears-could-dent-state-budget/
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 8:26:43 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracey Zhang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Good morning chairmans, 

My name is Tracey Zhang, an individual citizen and I oppose this bill. 

Growing up, I wasn't the best at school. I had low motivation to be studious. I felt lost and 
found no meaning to life. What saved me was art.. in all different forms (music, painting, dance, 
poetry). I found it therapeutic as a child and more so as an adult. Although my career is not in 
art, I am still deeply moved by one's creativity. To be able to tell a story by music, painting, 
dance, poetry, etc. is moving and inspiring. 
  

I oppose this bill as it will deeply suppress creativity for all individuals of all different ages. To 
take away art is to take away color. Hawai'i will no longer be colorful, it will just be a white 
canvas with black paint. 

  

Thank you for your time.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 8:30:55 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret ANN Renick Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Pleae DO NOT pass this bill! Hawaii has worked hard to insure arts funding for future 
generations. This bll is a stop gap measure at best, and does not guarantee arts support after 
2027. Arts make our community healthier, more connected and more beautiful. Do not cut this 
short. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 8:37:21 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rose Anne Jones Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As former Executive Director of Hawaii Craftsmen for 7 years, a Statewide Arts Organization 
for the 3d arts of ceramics, fiber, glass, mixed media and wood, I know and appreciate Hawai`i's 
tradition of supporting the arts.  The strong and vibrant Arts World is not a dispensible 
commodity.  The HSFCA organization established in the 1960's was a recognition of the value of 
human expression in the past, present and future.   

After moving to Kaua`i in 2011, over the past 12 years, I've served as Volunteer Board member 
for the Kaua`i Society Board of Directors' (KSA)-- many of those years as Treasurer.  The 
HSFCA makes an invitational annual visit to KSA's premier juried art show:  "Art Kaua`i".  This 
year's Juror, Tom Klobe, an international name in the arts and fine crafts world, will jury  the 
accepted work and judge the work for awards in the September, 2025 show.  

The recognition that the HSFCA has made a difference in so many artists' lives...I don't have the 
space here to provide story after story of its dramatic impact.  Many of the artists honored by the 
HSFCA have become nationally and internationally recognized for their abilities and vision to 
express our shared humanity to the world. 

Visitors come to Hawaii, not just for its beautiful scenery and ocean breezes.  It's the culture and 
traditions that enchant visitors.  The music, dance and the arts are all valued in our State. 

In my many visits around the world exploring other countries, my husband and I became friends 
of the people who owned the apartment we stayed in Romania.  The owners,from this former, 
Communist country, asked where we were from in the U.S...we replied.."From Hawaii".  This 
couple beamed and invited us to dinner at their home.  They wanted to know what living in 
Hawaii was like and they longed to visit our State.  Living under Communism I had no idea that 
they were aware of Hawaii.  They replied..."Everyone in the World Knows the enchantment of 
Hawaii".   

Please don't take that sense of "Enchantment" away from the world.  The world knows that 
Hawaii is not only comprised of beautiful scenery.  It is the sense of  Hawaiian heritage that 
brings visitors here.  Please due your duty to "Culture and the Arts" which makes Hawaii unique 
among tropical destinations.  Please vote NO on this bill. 



The world is watching what Hawaii does in the Arts.  Please don't take diminish or 
destroy funding for the HSFCA.   

Mahalo, 

Rose Anne Jones / Kaua`i  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 8:57:12 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick Karjala Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to oppose HB1378 HD2 in its current written form.  Making it so that the SFCA has 
no permanent funding after 2027 and causing it to lose long-term support will only undermind 
the fund's purpose. 

Please do not pass this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Patrick Karjala 
Mililani HI  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 8:57:28 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adrienne Ouellette Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a resident of Oahu and I oppose this bill because funding for the arts in Hawaii plays a 
critical role in preserving Hawaii's cultural heritage, supporting a local artistic community, and 
ultimately is an economic benefit to the state. The arts provide educational opportunities, 
promote tourism, and contribute to our economy in meaningful ways. I urge you to prioritize 
continued arts funding and reject this bill. 

 





 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 9:15:18 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eren Star Padilla  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this measure on behalf of my high school art students, colleagues from McKinley 
HS Art Dept and myself, a visual artist. There should be NO funding cuts for the arts in any way 
shape or form. We bring our students to the museums annually, and work hard to collaborate 
with these esteemed organizations for authentic, meaningful, cultural and civic experiences. Just 
in the past 3 years, Mt art students have visited Capitol MODERN, displayed art there, 
participated with Honolulu Contemporary in an exclusive exhibition along side Hawaii's top 
practicing artists, we have worked with HOMA on "Home of the Tigers" exhibition this past 
winter, also displaying student work there, and have many other amazing experiences too long to 
list here. The funding for arts should be INCREASED including protection the museum 
campuses throughout the state. What's more, artist spaces, galleries and studios are rapidly 
disappearing because of the high cost of living and rent. The legislature should not only fund art 
purchases with 1% revenue from all new construction and public use buildings, but support 
artists and non for profits by allowing zoning for mixed use spaces, live work space, cheaper and 
more available access to empty or unused commercial spaces, and of course sponsor grants and 
awards for exemplary artists. Do NOT cut the arts! Thank you. 

 





Honolulu, Hawai'i 

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 9:45:59 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hailey Tanaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

please do not approve this bill. Art must be protected for everyone and future generations to 
come.  
  

thank you, 

  

Hailey 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 9:56:29 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

maura fujihira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

hello, it is important now more than ever to keep consistent funding for arts and culture. i oppose 
HB1378 HD2. aloha, maura 

 









HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 10:15:03 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peter Powlison Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Yamashita and Lee's mysterious vendetta against arts funding continues - for some reason - with 
the addendums and edits added to an otherwise arts-friendly bill. Restricting the SFCA's ability 
to use the works of art special fund, and reducing that fund, is unacceptable in a democratic state 
in 2025. It's not good at any time, but especially now, with the Fed gone haywire, the promise of 
general fund money in this bill is looking more and more dodgy. I have worked in and with 
many arts organizations, patrons, publications, etc. over the years and have never seen an 
organization of this size that has the ability to directly fund and help so many different artists and 
arts organizations as the Hawaii SFCA. This organization should be (and rightfully IS) a point of 
civic pride, and these persistent bills from Kyle Yamashita and Chris Lee, which consistently 
bring the community together in protest, are tone-deaf, unwelcome, and seem at this point 
malicious. I strongly oppose this bill. 

 





https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/11/recession-fears-could-dent-state-budget/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/11/recession-fears-could-dent-state-budget/
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HawaiÔi State Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts

Re: Hearing on HB1378-HD2 Ð Thursday, March 13, 2025

Date: March 12, 2025


To: Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Lorraine Inouye, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Transportation and Culture and the Arts (TCA)


From: Bruna Stude, Artist, KauaÔi


Subject: Strong Opposition to HB1378-HD2


Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee,


My name is Bruna Stude, and I am an artist living in KauaÔi. I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to HB1378-HD2, which threatens arts and culture funding in HawaiÔi by eliminating 
the Works of Art Special FundÑour only dependable resource for arts funding.


I urge you to oppose HB1378-HD2 and protect the Works of Art Special Fund, which has 
supported HawaiÔiÕs arts and cultural ecosystem for decades. Now is not the time to dismantle 
the very foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities.


Thriving societies recognize the importance of investing in the arts, as they reflect our identity 
and connect us across generations. Museums and cultural organizations provide invaluable 
insights that enrich our understanding of the world.


Engaging with the arts enhances community well-being, and by prioritizing creativity, we invest 
in a brighter future for all.


Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony and for your commitment to supporting 
HawaiÔiÕs arts and culture sector. Securing sustainable arts funding is essential so that future 
generations can continue to experience the profound benefits that art brings to our lives.


Thank you for your time and consideration.


Sincerely, 
Bruna Stude 
Artist, KauaÔi
















HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 11:31:41 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lanakila Makua  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

The HSFCA is very important in preserving the Culture and Arts in Hawaii!  In 1995-96 I was a 
student representative for a HSFCA At Baldwin High School. This experience set me up for a 
professional career in the arts. I learned the business side by watching the process over three 
years. Recently, under Hulilau Wilson we were able to provide steady work for three years with 
8-10 employees for a specialty art project on Maui. Some of whom were Lahina fire survivors. 
The employees were grateful to have this work while working though their grieving process.  
  

It is also important for local artist to help foreigners understand the traditional and contemporary 
art of Hawaii as it has evolved through support from the HSFCA. Any funding cuts are tragic to 
our continuous evolution of traditional and contemporary arts of Hawaii!  
  

Mahalo, 

Lanakila Makua  
  

 







HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 11:36:04 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Edwards Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I writing to you to oppose this bill that provides critical funding for Arts & Crafts Programs here 
in Hawai'i. We need these fundings in order to provide essential support, services, and tools to 
artists and programs here throughout the Hawaiian Islands.  

 















HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 12:32:34 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Allison OConnor Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill leaves future funding for Arts in Hawaii at risk, relying on uncertain grants from 
government. The Works of Art Special Fund has ensure support for arts in Hawaii. Access to art 
and artistic practices, for both children and adults, leads to improved mental and physical health, 
this will lead to happier and healthier residents. Cutting funding for the arts after 2027 is a step 
backward. I strongly oppose this bill.  

 









catalyst for positive change. To undermine the funding that makes these experiences possible 
would be a grave disservice to our communities. 

The Works of Art Special Fund has provided a stable foundation for arts organizations and artists 
throughout the state. Dismantling this fund in favor of unreliable funding sources will create 
instability, hindering the ability of arts organizations to plan long-term, develop innovative 
programs, and serve their communities effectively. 

Therefore, I urge you to reject HB 1378-HD2 and instead explore alternative solutions that 
strengthen, rather than dismantle, Hawai'i's dedicated arts funding. We must prioritize the 
preservation and growth of our arts and culture sector, ensuring that its benefits are accessible to 
all residents of Hawai'i. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Monica Lee 
  

 









HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 1:19:23 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Billie Jean Marks Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposition to HB 1378 

March 12, 2025 

I live on Lanai and have a been a long-time supporter of the Lanai Art Center in various 
capacities, including serving on their Board for many years.  I currently am an active volunteer in 
the Lanai Art Center Gallery. 

I am writing today in opposition to HB 1378. The structure of this bill would effectively 
rebalance funding sources for foundations that support our Art Center, putting our funding at risk 
in the future. 

The Lanai Art Center (LAC) is a non-profit organization central for disseminating art education 
and economic opportunity on Lanai.  We maintain a working ceramic studio and woodshop for 
the use of our community members and students at Lanai High and Elementary School, as well 
as offering a multitude of classes and activities throughout the year.  Our gallery is volunteer-
staffed and provides an outlet for our artists and students and provides needed revenue for 
LAC.  That being said, we rely heavily on grants from funding organizations that would be 
impacted by HB 1378. 

Again, please consider Hawaiian rural populations.  We have few resources at our disposal, and 
we rely on just a handful of creative outlets.  Our art programs offer our community a creative 
and economic venue.  Please do not put our funding at risk. 

  

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 1:25:29 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelly Ciurej Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill threatens the works of art funding which is hawaii's only dedicated arts funding source. 
This bill is detrimental to the consistent funding of arts and should not be passed.  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 1:30:17 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelly Choy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose Bill HB1378 HD2.  Our state needs to focus more on arts in schools, 
community art organizations, teacher development in the arts, and just ART in general!  I am a 
printmaker located on the island of Oahu.  Thank you for reading my testimony.   

Shelly Choy 

  

 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 1:54:12 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

annie cusick wood  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and members of the Committee, 

As a strong supporter of and participant in arts and culture, we urge you to oppose HB1378-
HD2. 

I have worked with Honolulu theatre for Youth and Hawaii Education of the Arts 
(HEARTS)  for 19 years serving the children of Hawaii. Our children, schools and their families 
benefit from many of the programs offered by arts organizations that receive support from the 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, and the Artists in the Schools program is vital to child 
development. HB1378-HD2 threatens the support of these organizations and slashes the artists in 
the schools program. 

Funding for the arts is already under threat from the Federal government, let our state be a 
beacon of hope and support arts and culture instead of hurting this vital resource. With funding 
cuts and a possible recession in our future, it is extremely important that there is dedicated 
funding to support the arts, as they are often the first thing cut if they can be. Imagine how bleak 
the life of a child where there is little or no experience of the beauty and cultural richness of art. 
Art and in particular childrens participation in the arts opens an opportunity for children to 
understand themselves in relation to the world and a chance to express themselves in ways that 
no other means can.  

Instead of cutbacks, I urge Hawaii to prioritize surrounding our children with art of every kind, 
theatre, visual art, singing, dancing, etc.  Everyone knows deep down that this makes for a much 
richer, fuller and harmonious life and community. That is what I know you all want for Hawaii - 
as i do too. 

I appreciate how hard you work to support the people of Hawaii, and thank you for this 
opportunity to voice my concern. 

Mahalo Nui Loa, 

Annie Cusick Wood 

  



 





HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 2:16:36 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Mori Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose bill HB1378 HD2 as it stands today. 

I feel that support for art is more important now than ever as we loose various types of 
governmental funding. Art is crucial for a healthy community. 

Aloha, 

Susan Mori 

  

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 2:24:05 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Ann A Lentz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY oppose HB1378-HD2. 

Please keep this critical funding of SFCA in place. Once removed it will never be restored. 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 2:27:58 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell Gibson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I live in the 96740 zip code and I oppose HB1378 HD2 because it will compromise future 
funding for the arts and thereby compromise the health of our community. Mahalo. .  

 









education, and community well-being. We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure 
arts and culture can thrive for future generations. 

Closing 
I urge you to OPPOSE HB1378-HD2 and to protect the Works of Art Special Fund, which 
has supported the arts and culture ecosystem for decades. This is not the time to dismantle 
the very foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting 
Hawaii's arts and culture sector. 

Sincerely, 

Faryn Kogachi 

Honolulu, HI  
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 4:29:32 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hyo Kwon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I'm a resident of Manoa district, mother of a 7 year old. 

I'd like to submit a testimony in opposition to the bill HB1378 HD2. Public Art programs plays 
an essential role in the life and education of our communities and families and Art Special Fund 
needs to be protected. 

As someone in the creative industry myself linving in Oahu, I hear so many stories first hand 
how these public events and classes inspired younger children to grow up to be successful artists 
and designers, that in return make our community so much stronger, diverse and beautiful. Art, 
Music and Theatre is possibly the most effective way we can connect one another, reflect and 
learn about ourselves and strengthen as a community and I believe we need it more than ever as 
the very core of our value as a democratic society is constantly being thretened with every 
changing world. 

Without Art Special Fund is critical, in sustainting our community of creatives, artists and 
educators and therefore must be protected by all means. 

  

Mahalo, 

Hyo Kwon 
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o We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure arts and culture can thrive for future 
generations. 

I urge you to OPPOSE HB1378-HD2 and to protect the Works of Art Special Fund, which has 
supported the arts and culture ecosystem for decades. This is not the time to dismantle the very 
foundation that sustains our creative and cultural communities. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting 
Hawai'i's arts and culture sector. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Brian Linares, 

Honolulu, HI 

Founder, Exhibition Grid: A Contemporary Art Experience, LLC 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 7:35:38 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Debra Koonohiokala 

Norenberg Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Many, if not most, believe in the days of their youth that money is the path to happiness, 
freedom, contentment, satisfaction, and overall well being.  But if money is all that is required to 
be happy in a society, then why is it that the poorest of societies rank among the happiest 
of Nations while the richest, (such as the United States), tend to rank among the least happy 
according to the Happy Country Index, (HCI)? 
  

That said, politics and fiscal responsibility should support social well being in a stable, 
consistent, and meaningful way through predictable and regular funding because social well 
being predictably needs regular and healthy investments through culture and arts programs. 

Unfortunately, moving funding for culture and arts programs into a competitive landscape that 
relies on the whim of one president or another is not conducive to ensuring a healthy, vibrant, 
and happy society because it creates inconsistencies in funding and the possibility that culture 
and arts programs established to ensure the well being of society are neglected to free up funding 
for some federal/state politician's personal/public agenda. 

So, in good conscience, I oppose this bill. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 6:48:22 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amber Coppings Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I was walking downtown the other day and noticed three fantastic public art sculptures that I had 
not seen in awhile. There were locals and tourists enjoying the unique art and the beautiful day 
around each of them. These moments of peace and community are created by artists. Artists 
work hard and artists/the arts deserve long term stability. Please reject bill 1378 as it stands.  
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2025 10:52:03 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Mager Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislators, 

I am a cross-disciplinary performing artist and a former Taiko Center of the Pacific Fellowship 
recipient here in Honolulu 

I am submitting testimony to oppose HB1378 HD2 in its current form. Funding for the arts in 
Hawai'i is crucial to the cultural fabric of these islands. The arts bring together individuals and 
communities in a way that no other discipline can, and if we lose this secure funding from the 
state capital improvement projects, there will be no guarantee for the future of arts from future 
Legislators. Our goals and sometimes our livelihoods as cultural practitioners count on the state's 
commitment to long-term funding. 

I urge you not to support this bill.. 

Thank you. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 7:04:30 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

preston lentz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1378-HD2.  If history tesaches us anything, once a state institution loses 
funding it never recovers because the fudning is never restored.  Teh Arts are a critical pathway 
into our unique and special Hawaiian identity.  If anything, funding should be increased to 
enhance the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts abitlity to bring more art into the lives of 
our legislators and citizens. 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 9:53:16 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosina Potter Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is embarrassing to see the state question the Works of Art Special Fund again. Restricting 
the Works of Art Special Fund, which is the only dedicated and sustainable source of public 
funding for arts and culture statewide, will cause deep cuts, leaving programs, jobs, and future 
opportunities at risk. 

General Fund are not a reliable replacement, it is temporary and comes with no guarantee of 
future support.  In a political environment where so many services are being cut, it is terrifying to 
see the state join in jeopardizing funding that has a deep impact on our island community. 

The arts not only preserve our cultural heritage but also contribute to tourism, education, and 
community well-being. We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure arts and culture can thrive 
for future generations. 

  

 

n.quinn
Late



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 10:56:32 AM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jairus Kiyonaga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Lorraine R. Inouye and members of the Transportation and 
Culture and the Arts committee,  

I am testifying in extreme opposition of HB1378, HD2 RELATING TO THE STATE 
FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  

Jairus Kiyonaga 
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HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 12:40:30 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Scott Gorrell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1378. Public art must be promoted in a sustainable fashion, which this bill does not 
do. Mahalo. 
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education, and community well-being. We need stable, dedicated funding to ensure 
arts and culture can thrive for future generations. 

Closing 
I urge you to OPPOSE HB1378-HD2 and to protect the Works of Art Special Fund. This is 
a crucial time in history with many uncertainties. Let us show the rest of the nation that 
Hawai'i stands strong in support of the arts. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your commitment to supporting 
Hawaii's arts and culture sector. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Love, Honolulu, HI 

 



HB-1378-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2025 12:50:41 PM 
Testimony for TCA on 3/13/2025 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John G Romans Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the new bill due to its removal of long-term secrity for funding in the arts. While I 
recognize that the bill provides increased funding for the short term, the arts rely on external 
sources of security to encourage necessary risk-taking to create new work. Predicatability of 
funding for the arts is more important for artistic growth than short term funding booms. Short 
term funding increases will only benefit artists who immediately receive grants and will 
homogenize the art which is supported in communities. 

As an arts educator, I believe in the fostering new artists and the utility of the arts in developing 
malleable, creative thinkers for all fields of work. Slashes to longterm funding seucirty damage 
the arts' ability to remain evolving. External funding is also crucial to allowing community 
access to the arts and alleviating the burden of families to support life enrichment through the 
arts and culture. 

Therefore, I oppose this bill and its reduction of longerm financial security for the arts. 
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