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and other cannabis-related interests held by various agencies to HCHO; 7) transfers all 

unexpended and unencumbered balances of various hemp and cannabis-related special 

funds to the CRESF; and 8) amends or repeals various parts of the HRS and other Acts 

pertaining to cannabis. 

 Furthermore, this bill makes blank general fund and special fund appropriations to 

DCCA’s HCHO, TAX, and AG for FY 26 and FY 27 for unspecified numbers of full-time 

equivalents and to administer the various intents of this bill.  It should be further noted that 

Section 60 provides an extended lapse date of June 30, 2028, for all appropriations. 

 As a matter of general policy, B&F does not support the creation of any special 

fund, which does not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.3, HRS.  Special funds 

should:  1) serve a need as demonstrated by the purpose, scope of work and an 

explanation why the program cannot be implemented successfully under the general fund 

appropriation process; 2) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits sought and charges 

made upon the users or beneficiaries or a clear link between the program and the sources 

of revenue; 3) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and 

4) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining.  Regarding H.B. No. 1246, it 

is difficult to determine whether the proposed CRESF will be self-sustaining. 

B&F defers to TAX on the tax revenue projections and general fund impact of 

H.B. No. 1246; however, B&F notes that Senate Bill No. 3335, S.D. 1, from the 2024 

Legislative Session proposed the same tax rates on the gross sales of cannabis and 

medical cannabis.  TAX projected tax revenue for the cannabis sales taxes would be 

$4,400,000 for FY 26 and $17,000,000 for FY 27 but also noted that the exemption of 

cannabis sales from the GET would result in a general fund revenue loss of $1,000,000 for 

FY 26 and $2,500,000 for FY 27.   
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Other State “sin” taxes generate significantly more annually than the amounts being 

projected for the cannabis sales taxes – for reference, cigarette and liquor tax collections 

were respectively $84,200,000 and $51,600,000 for FY 24 – and also direct larger portions 

of revenues to the general fund to offset the State’s overall administrative costs to regulate 

harmful products – H.B. No. 1246’s proposed distribution of cannabis sales tax revenues 

will provide less than 30% of collections to the general fund, whereas the cigarette tax 

provides more than 50% of collections to the general fund and the liquor tax provides all 

collections to the general fund.  B&F recommends that the tax on cannabis products be set 

at a parity to, if not higher than, other “sin” taxes, with a portion of revenues deposited to 

the general fund to support the extensive legal, regulatory, and grant-issuing framework 

proposed by this bill in a self-sustaining manner. 

Furthermore, B&F recommends the transfer of appropriations, positions, and other 

assets from the Department of Agriculture (DOA) and Department of Health (DOH) to 

DCCA’s HCHO, currently set for the bill’s effective date of July 1, 2025, be effective no 

earlier than July 1, 2026, to allow B&F sufficient time to consult with the affected agencies 

and facilitate the transfer.  The details of the budget transfers should be specified in the 

budget worksheets and facilitated through the budget act, rather than in separate 

legislation, to avoid any ambiguity or misunderstanding in the budget details to be 

transferred. 

 Finally, B&F defers to DOA, AG, DCCA, DOH, and TAX on the programmatic merits 

of this bill. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on this bill. 
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Chairs Tarnas and Kahaloa and Members of the Committees:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) offers the following 

comments on this bill. 

We note initially that this bill contains blanked-out appropriations.  If the 

Legislature decides to legalize cannabis, it is essential that funds be appropriated for 

the timely implementation of a substantial regulatory program and for law enforcement, 

nuisance abatement, and a public-education campaign prior to legalization, among 

other things.  The bill legalizes the sale and possession of cannabis beginning January 

1, 2026.  E.g., page 10, lines 1-3.  To meet this expedited timeline, adequate funding is 

necessary to establish the new Hawaii Cannabis and Hemp Office and implement the 

cannabis law effectively. 

Additionally, the bill creates a statutory prohibition on possession of an open 

container of cannabis in a motor vehicle or on a moped.  See page 213, line 16, through 

page 214, line 17.  Open container laws are important because they keep our streets 

safer from impaired drivers.  However, the prohibition makes an exception for open 

containers of cannabis transported in a moving vehicle if the open containers are 

concealed on a passenger or stored in the trunk, luggage compartment, or console or 

similar location “out of reach of the driver.”  See page 214, lines 8-12.  This exception 

would make enforcement of the open container law difficult, as a driver can just pass 
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any open cannabis container, joint, or pipe, to their passenger or otherwise move it out 

of reach after a traffic stop, but before the officer reaches the car.  We therefore 

recommend replacing the proposed section 291-   (b) on page 214, lines 4-12, with the 

following: 

(b)  This section shall not apply to marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or a bottle, 

can, package, wrapper, smoking device, cartridge, or other receptacle containing any 

marijuana or marijuana concentrate that is stored in a trunk, luggage compartment, or 

similar location. 

Furthermore, the bill would amend the penal code to reduce penalties for 

possession of:  (1) up to five grams of marijuana concentrate; (2) up to one ounce of 

marijuana, and (3) up to ten ounces of marijuana within a private residence from the 

person’s personal cultivation of marijuana, provided that at any private residence the 

total amount of cannabis from personal cultivation does not exceed an aggregate weight 

of two pounds regardless of the number of people residing there.  See section 32, page 

273, line 14, through page 274, line 5, and section 33, page 274, line 6, through page 

275, line 20.  Possession of these amounts would be reduced to a violation punishable 

by a $25 fine or two hours of community service.  Id. 

The new cannabis law would also make these amounts legal for individuals over 

the age of twenty-one to possess.  See Section A-51(a), page 87, line 7 through page 

88, line 2.  As a result, the penal code amendments would primarily reduce penalties for 

individuals under twenty-one who are not authorized to possess cannabis.  If the 

Legislature lowers penalties for youth possession, we recommend adding further 

safeguards by inserting the following wording at page 274, line 5, and page 275, line 20: 

Whenever a court sentences a person under twenty-one years old pursuant to 

this section, it shall also require that the person be referred for an assessment by a 

certified substance abuse counselor, of the person’s substance abuse or dependence 

and the need for appropriate treatment.  The counselor shall submit a report with a 

recommendation to the court.  The court shall require the person to obtain appropriate 

treatment if the counselor’s assessment establishes the person’s substance abuse or 
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dependence.  All costs for assessment and treatment shall be borne by the person or, if 

the person is under the age of eighteen, by the person’s parent or guardian. 

Finally, the Department notes that section 846-2.7, HRS, is scheduled for repeal 

on July 1, 2027, and will be reenacted in the form in which it read on the day before 

June 27, 2024, pursuant to Act 110, Session Laws of Hawaii 2024.  Therefore, we 

recommend adding after "2026" on line 15, page 310, the following provision:  

; provided that the amendments made to section 846-2.7, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes, by section 35 of this Act shall not be repealed when section 846-2.7, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes, is reenacted on July 1, 2027, pursuant to section 4 of 

Act 110, Session Laws of Hawaii 2024. 

We respectfully ask the Committee to pass the bill with the recommended 

amendments.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 









 
 
 
be moved from one island to another island within the State or 

from one locality to another on the same island except by a 

permit issued by the department.  The requirements under this 

section, including associated rules, shall not apply to 

cannabis, a cannabis plant, and hemp, as defined by chapter A-3, 

the regulation of which is provided for in chapter A.”  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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safety concerns associated with cannabis use and exposure. Charts depicting Hawaii-specific data 1 

are attached to the Department's testimony. 2 

Figure 1a. 24% of young adults, aged 18-24 years, reported using cannabis in the past 3 

month in 2022. 4 

Figure 1b. Trends for smoking cannabis decreased to 60% while vaping increased to 16% 5 

for methods for use. 6 

Figure 1c. There is community variations for cannabis use with higher use rates by 7 

neighbor island counties, and with communities that have lower income levels. 8 

Figure 2a. Cannabis use in the past month for high school students was 14% in 2023. 9 

Figure 2b. Native Hawaiian and black students reported the highest use of marijuana in 10 

the past 30 days. 11 

Figure3. Students reported the ability to access alcohol, marijuana, tobacco/vape, and 12 

other drugs through various means. 13 

Mental Health and Substance Use: Mental health, substance use, and youth suicide are critical 14 

priorities of the Department. There is substantial evidence that adolescents and young adults who 15 

use cannabis daily, or near-daily, are more likely than non-users to develop future psychotic 16 

disorders such as schizophrenia and for daily, or near-daily, adult users to be diagnosed with a 17 

psychotic disorder such as schizophrenia.2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13 There is also substantial evidence 18 

that adolescent and young adult cannabis users are more likely than non-users to increase their 19 

use and to develop cannabis use disorder and that increases in cannabis use frequency is generally 20 

associated with progression to developing cannabis use disorder.14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22 Additionally, 21 

there is moderate evidence that adolescents and young adults who use cannabis are more likely 22 

than non-users to have suicidal thoughts or attempt suicide, and have an increased incidence of 23 

suicide completion.23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39
 24 
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Fetus and Newborn Exposures: Fetus and newborn exposure to cannabis is an increasingly 1 

growing concern. National estimates show that between 3 to 7% of pregnant women report using 2 

cannabis while pregnant.40,41 Biological evidence shows that tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 3 

primary intoxicating compound in cannabis is passed through the placenta of women who use 4 

cannabis during pregnancy and that the fetus absorbs and metabolizes the THC.42,43,44,45,46 Despite 5 

this, cannabis use among pregnant women has continued to increase amidst the perceived lack of 6 

risk from the increasing acceptance and accessibility of cannabis.47,48,49,50,51,52,53,54,55,56 Biological 7 

evidence also shows that THC is present in the breast milk of women who use cannabis and that 8 

infants who drink breast milk containing THC absorb and metabolize the THC.57,58,59,60,61 There 9 

is substantial evidence of association between maternal cannabis smoking and lower birth weight 10 

of offspring62,63 and moderate evidence that maternal use of cannabis during pregnancy is 11 

associated with decreased academic ability, attention problems, reduced cognitive function, and 12 

decreased IQ scores in exposed      offspring. 64,65,66,67,68,69,70,71,72,73,74,75,76,77
 13 

Environmental Concerns: According to an October 2020 report by the Denver Environmental 14 

Health Cannabis Sustainability Work Group, cultivation of cannabis has had significant impacts 15 

on consumption of energy and water, generation of solid waste, effluent discharge, greenhouse 16 

gas emissions, land use, nuisance odor control, and indoor air quality.78,79 Also in October 2020, 17 

the National Cannabis Industry Association issued "Environmental Sustainability in the 18 

Cannabis Industry: Impacts, Best Management Practices, and Policy Considerations," 19 

highlighting the impacts of the industry on land and soil health, water use, energy consumption, 20 

air quality, and waste.80 In addition, the Cannabis Regulators Association (CANNRA) has 21 

provided guidance regarding the need for state and local environmental regulatory agencies to 22 

engage and work with cannabis businesses in determining and quantifying environmental 23 

impacts, and best ways to achieve compliance regarding energy use, waste management, air 24 

quality, and water quality.81 Finally, CANNRA has also provided guidance regarding nuisance 25 

odor compliance, which have been and continue to be, an ongoing source of complaints for 26 

private residence cultivation and should be expected to increase with adult use legalization.82 27 



HB1246 
Page 4 of 20 

 
 
Youth and Young Adults: Although proposed legalized adult use will be restricted to those 1 

aged 21 and older, the human brain continues to develop into the mid-20s and remains vulnerable 2 

to the effects of addictive substances substances.83,84 Protecting young adults who are legally 3 

allowed to use cannabis but still very vulnerable to its detrimental effects will not work with age 4 

restrictions alone. Also, although the use of child-resistant packaging reduces unintentional 5 

pediatric poisonings from a wide range of products,92,93,94 these still rely on the user to properly 6 

employ and maintain the packaging. A recent retrospective analysis of National Poison Data 7 

System data for pediatric exposures to edible cannabis products in children younger than age 6 8 

years found an increase of 1,375% from 2017-2021 with a significant increase in both ICU and 9 

non-ICU admissions.95 Toxic pediatric exposures continue to be reported.96 In addition to 10 

packaging requirements, restriction of advertising and marketing practices remain critical to 11 

preventing appeal to youth as well as preventing the encouragement of increased consumption 12 

and targeting of marginalized communities as practiced by the tobacco industry.97,98 There is 13 

substantial evidence that more unintentional exposures for children occur in states with increased 14 

legal access to cannabis and these exposures can lead to significant clinical effects requiring 15 

medical attention.99,100,101,102,103,104,105,106,107,108
 16 

Regulatory framework 17 

Should the legislature choose to pass this measure, the Department provides the following 18 

comments on the bill’s regulatory framework as a resource to the legislature:  19 

Delayed Effective Date: The Department strongly supports delaying the effective date for 20 

legalized adult use and the opening of the marketplace and exemption of certain procurements 21 

from requirements under chapter 103D. However, the Department recommends a minimum of 22 

twelve (12) months, rather than (6) months, to allow for adequate time to establish the Hawaii 23 

cannabis and hemp office, adopt Hawaii Administrative Rules, transfer personnel and assets from 24 

the Department of Health to the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office, convert existing and license 25 

new businesses, and other myriad aspects of standing up a new agency. Many processes in the 26 

state system move slowly and are often constrained by limited resources within the program 27 

itself. For example, the reorganization to establish OMCCR from the Patient Registry and 28 
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Dispensary Licensing programs was initiated in June 2018 and not recognized until July 2019. 1 

Documents to establish the new OMCCR administrative positions created by the reorganization 2 

were submitted in April 2019 and the first positions became available for recruitment September 3 

2019. Even with interim rulemaking authority, limited amendments to administrative rules take 4 

at least 4 to 6 months to complete. These limitations are not unique to Hawaii, and other states 5 

have reported timelines of 6 months to more than 2 years from the effective date of adult-use to 6 

accepting new license applications and an additional 6 to 24 months before issuing licenses. The 7 

delayed effective date and flexibility to contract for services to effect the needed changes will be 8 

critical to operationalizing an adult-use regime. 9 

Regulatory Standards: The Department appreciates requirements for laboratory standards and 10 

testing, packaging and labeling, products standards, and advertising and marketing controls. 11 

Cannabis testing capability and capacity will be critical to the oversight of private commercial 12 

testing laboratories and investigations of adverse consumer events. These provisions will help to 13 

ensure that cannabinoid-containing products intended for human consumption and use meet the 14 

same consumer protection standards as non-cannabinoid-containing products. In other words, 15 

other than the effect of the cannabinoid content, a hemp-derived gummy and a cannabis-derived 16 

gummy should be as safe to consume as a commercial candy gummy. These requirements will 17 

help to protect the public, especially youth, novice cannabis users, and seniors from unintended 18 

intoxication, over-toxication, deceptive and misleading claims, and unsafe products. The 19 

Department also appreciates the maintenance of key existing medical use provisions, the 20 

limitations against any use of cannabis that endangers the health or well-being of another person, 21 

especially the use at any place open to the public, including smoking or vaping cannabis in public 22 

as prohibited by chapter 328J, and the use of cannabis by anyone under twenty-one years of age. 23 

Intoxicating Hemp Products: The Department greatly appreciates the inclusion of regulatory 24 

oversight of hemp-derived cannabinoid products under the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office. 25 

Cannabinoids are cannabinoids, regardless of whether they are derived from cannabis or hemp 26 

plants, or synthesized, and some have psychoactive or intoxicating properties.115 The 2018 Farm 27 

Bill's focus on the concentration of delta-9 THC as defining legal hemp and hemp products has 28 
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created a loophole through which consumers, including children, can walk into convenience 1 

stores and gas stations, or shop online and purchase products that have the same psychoactive or 2 

intoxicating effects as cannabis. There are a number of these "hemp synthesized intoxicants 3 

(HSIs),” the most common being Delta-8 THC and Delta-10 THC. HSIs present serious health 4 

risks as they are typically created through chemical methods that involve solvents, acids, and 5 

catalysts. Poorly controlled production can leave behind harmful residual solvents, heavy metals, 6 

or reaction byproducts, some of which may be toxic or carcinogenic. Additionally, as these HSIs 7 

do not naturally occur in significant amounts, there is little to no research regarding long-term 8 

health effects of these products. There are serious concerns that long-term exposure could lead to 9 

negative health outcomes such as liver toxicity, immune system suppression, or unexpected 10 

interactions with other medications. 11 

States have begun to regulate these HSIs more strictly to ensure consumer safety. In October 12 

2023, Virginia's restriction of HSIs was upheld by a federal court, and Attorneys General in 13 

Nebraska, California, and Connecticut have filed lawsuits or enforcement actions against HSI 14 

manufacturers and sellers, citing health and safety risks to consumers.116,117,118  On September 28, 15 

2023, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a warning letter119 to a manufacturer 16 

of food products, including gummies, that contain Delta-8 THC. In its warning letter, FDA noted 17 

that:  18 

1) Delta-8 THC products have not been evaluated or approved by FDA for safe 19 

use and may be marketed in ways that put the public health at risk; 2) FDA has 20 

received adverse event reports involving Delta-8 THC containing products; 3) 21 

Delta-8 THC has psychoactive and intoxicating effects; 4) FDA is concerned 22 

about the processes used to create the concentrations of Delta-8 THC claimed in 23 

the marketplace; and 5) FDA is concerned about Delta-8 THC products that may 24 

be consumed by children, as some packaging and labeling may appeal to children. 25 

One Plant, One Regulatory Agency: The Department strongly supports the "one plant, one 26 

regulatory agency" best practice that HB1246 contemplates by placing medical use, adult use, 27 

and hemp cannabinoid processing and products under the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office. 28 
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As a founding member of the Cannabis Regulatory Association ("CANNRA," https://www.cann- 1 

ra.org/), the Department has learned from the experience of other states transitioning medical to 2 

adult use, and the pitfalls of having multiple regulatory agencies has been a common, recurring 3 

challenge. As a result, more states are either starting as one regulatory agency or transitioning to 4 

one agency that regulates hemp cannabinoid products together with cannabis. Currently, 11 of 5 

CANNRA's member states regulate hemp cannabinoid products under the same agency as 6 

cannabis120, and an additional four states have pending legislation or have authorized the 7 

cannabis agency to regulate hemp cannabinoid products.121 Hawaii is already one of the 11 states 8 

where hemp cannabinoid products are regulated by the same agency as cannabis—i.e., the 9 

Department’s Office of Medical Cannabis Control and Regulation. States where cannabis and 10 

hemp cannabinoid products are regulated by separate entities experience serious challenges with 11 

regulatory gaps and inconsistent regulations, resulting in uncertainty for the industry and 12 

consumers.   13 

It is important to point out that HB1246 does not propose to regulate industrial hemp products 14 

under the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office. Only hemp cultivation, processing and the 15 

manufacturing of hemp cannabinoid products that are intended for human consumption and use 16 

will be regulated by the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office. This approach will help to ensure that all 17 

cannabinoid-containing products, whether derived from cannabis or hemp, will meet the same 18 

basic good manufacturing practices of non-infused, commercially available counterparts. 19 

Law Enforcement Role: The Department supports the continuing role of law enforcement as 20 

proposed by HB1246. As the state's regulator for medical use cannabis, the Department values 21 

and relies on the support of law enforcement agencies such as the state Narcotics Enforcement 22 

Division and county police to address non-compliance and more serious criminal offenses. The 23 

Department also strongly supports increasing the state's cannabis-related nuisance abatement 24 

capacity by authorizing and supporting the Department of the Attorney General in civil 25 

enforcement of violations of law. Adult-use legalization will not eliminate the illicit market or 26 

bad actors. As experienced by other states, these will persist in parallel to the legal, regulated 27 

market. A well-funded and defined law enforcement mission to prevent illicit activities and assist 28 
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the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office will help to ensure the viability of the legal market and 1 

assure the public safety. 2 

Social Equity Program: Increasingly, the promotion of social and economic equity in the 3 

cannabis industry and through revenue generated by the cannabis industry has become a central 4 

mission of states' programs. Acknowledging that equity can only be achieved through the 5 

elimination of barriers that prevent the full participation of some groups,122 seventeen of 6 

CANNRA's member states maintain equity programs ranging from specific license types to 7 

grants and access to capital, technical assistance, community reinvestment, and business 8 

incubator or mentorship programs for disproportionately impacted or disadvantaged 9 

communities, people with past cannabis-related convictions, farmers, women-, veteran-, and 10 

minority-owned businesses, legacy operators, etc. As such, the Department appreciates HB1246's 11 

intent to address inequalities by bringing economic opportunity to disadvantaged regions of 12 

Hawaii and transition illicit operators to the legal market through a robust social equity grant and 13 

fee waiver program. 14 

Public Health Protections: The intoxicating and impairing qualities of cannabis, manufactured 15 

cannabis products, and certain hemp-cannabinoid products, has increased, and new and evolving 16 

forms and modes of consumption continuously appear. As such, the Department strongly 17 

supports the extensive, well-funded public health protections embedded in HB1246 and the clear 18 

charge to the Hawaii cannabis and hemp office that "the protection of public health and safety 19 

shall be the highest priorities for the office …”, and that whenever “protection of public health 20 

and safety is inconsistent with other interests…, the protection of public health and safety shall be 21 

paramount."  Implementation of a robust public health and education campaign to inform the 22 

public about the new laws and the health risks, as well as preparing for increased demand for 23 

addiction and substance use treatment services, needs to begin before adult-use becomes effective 24 

and continuously maintained to be assure the protection of the public health. 25 

Offered Amendments:  None 26 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 27 

28 
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Figure 1a. Adults who used marijuana or cannabis on one or more of the past 30 days by age, 
Hawaii State 2020, 2021, 2022 

 

Figure 1b. Method of marijuana or cannabis use, Hawaii State 2020, 2021, 2022 
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Figure 1c. Adults who used marijuana or cannabis on one or more of the past 30 days by 
community, Hawaii State 2022 

Source (Figures 1a, 1b, 1c): Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 
htps://hhdw.org/data-sources/behavioral-risk-factor-surveillance-system/ 

Figure 2a. School students who used marijuana or cannabis on one or more of the past 30 days, 
Hawaii State, 2015–2023 
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Figure 2b. High school students who used marijuana or cannabis on one or more of the past 30 
days by race/ethnicity, Hawaii State 2023 

Source 
(Figures 2a, 2b): Youth Risk Behavior Survey htps://hhdw.org/data-sources/youth-risk-behavior-survey/ 

Figure 3. Percent of students accessing alcohol, marijuana, tobacco/vape products or other drugs through 
various means* in the past 12 months among youth grades 8th, 10th, 12th, Hawaii State 2019–2020 

*“Some Other Way” for marijuana access: common responses included getting it from a dealer, growing it, 
or stealing it. Source: Hawaii Student Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use Survey (ATOD), 
htps://health.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2019-2020-Hawaii-ATOD-Survey-Statewide- 
Comprehensive-Report.pdf 
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February 4,2025

The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
and Members

Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs
The Honorable Kirstin Kahaloa, Chair

and Members
Committee on Agriculture and Food Systems
House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 325
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear Chair Tarnas and Kahaloa and Members:

SUBJECT: House Bill No. 1246, Relating to Cannabis

I am Jerome Pacarro, Captain of the NarcoticsA/ice Division of the Honolulu Police
Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD opposes House Bill No. 1246, Relating to Cannabis

The HPD opposes legislation that seeks to legalize the personal adult use of cannabis
due to the Federal Schedule of Controlled Substances listing cannabis as a Schedule I

controlled substance.

The HPD is concerned with allowing an increased availability of cannabis in the state as
it will negatively impact public safety. Some areas of concern include the potential of an
increased number of impaired drivers and the product's diversion. lf this bill is passed, it will
lead to broader availability of cannabis, making it easier for everyone to access, including
juveniles.

The HPD urges you to oppose House Bill No. 1246, Relating to Cannabis

Thank you for the opportunity to testify

APPROVED: Sincerely,

*c-Arthur J. Logan
Chief of Police f Jerome P

NarcoticsA/ice Division
Captain

Seraing With Integritl, Respect, Fairness, and the Aloha Spirit
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COUNTY OF MAUI 

200 SOUTH HIGH STREET 
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAI’I  96793 

           PHONE (808) 270-7777  •  FAX (808) 270-7625 
 

TESTIMONY ON 
H.B. 1246  

RELATING TO CANNABIS 
 

February 3, 2025 
    

The Honorable David A. Tarnas 
Chair 
The Honorable Mahina Poepoe 
Vice Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
 
The Honorable Kirstin Kahaloa 
Chair 
The Honorable Matthias Kusch 
Vice Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Agriculture and Food Systems 
 
      
Chairs Tarnas and Kahaloa, Vice Chairs Poepoe and Kusch, and Members of the Committees: 
 

The Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Maui respectfully submits the 
following comments in opposition to H.B. 1246, Relating to Cannabis, and requests that the 
measure be deferred. This measure amends significant portions of the H.R.S. to implement the 
legalization and regulation of hemp, non-medicinal cannabis and cannabis products.  

 
We understand that the intent of this measure is to create and implement a regulatory 

system for both hemp and non-medical cannabis use. However, our unique role as prosecutors 
also requires us to ensure the integrity of the criminal justice system and preserve public safety. 
This measure raises the following concerns regarding the legalization of non-medical cannabis 
use: 

 
1. Federal law currently designates cannabis as a Schedule I controlled substance, 

meaning that it generally cannot be manufactured, distributed, dispensed or possessed. The 



proposed amendments to the H.R.S. will not alter that status, meaning that Hawai`i citizens who 
are involved in this industry will be in violation of federal law. Moreover, the current illegality of 
cannabis under federal law makes it harder for cannabis businesses to use traditional financial 
institutions. It also makes those businesses more vulnerable to theft, robbery, money laundering 
and other crimes due to their increased reliance on cash transactions.  

 
2. Hawai’i has a significant lack of support services for both mental health and substance 

abuse issues. Legalization of non-medical cannabis use will not fix that problem, even if funds 
are allocated from cannabis sale taxation, and will in fact make it worse by making an existing 
intoxicant not only widely available, but heavily advertised. Furthermore, our county has spent 
decades trying to reduce the tragic consequences of crimes like DUI and drug-related violence 
and property crimes. Legalizing a psychoactive substance like cannabis for recreational use, even 
with built-in provisions addressing cannabis-related offenses, nullifies that work.  

 
Relatedly, there are potential unforeseen consequences in implementing the bill’s safe 

harbor provisions. For example, §A-4(b) allows strict compliance with the newly-created chapter 
to act as an affirmative defense to any prosecution involving marijuana or marijuana concentrate, 
while §A-5 (2) ostensibly prevents the chapter from being construed to supersede laws relating to 
performance of any task while impaired by cannabis that would constitute negligence or 
professional malpractice, or prevent the imposition of civil, criminal or other penalty for “the 
conduct.” As drafted, the bill arguably would prevent prosecution for crimes like a burglary 
involving the theft of personal use quantities of marijuana from someone’s home, assuming the 
offender strictly complied with the chapter. Further, as drafted §A-5(2) could be interpreted to 
only apply to conduct constituting negligence or professional malpractice, as opposed to other 
types of conduct such as the burglary example above. 

 
3. While State and County employees are competent, diligent and hard-working, we 

believe that the creation of an effective state-wide regulatory scheme for the production and sale 
of a psychoactive substance for public consumption with no significant implementation or 
education delay is unrealistic, even with the transfer of existing personnel and assets from other 
state departments.  

 
For these reasons, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Maui opposes 

the passage of H.B. 1246 and requests that the measure be deferred.  Please feel free to 
contact our office at (808) 270-7777 if you have any questions or inquiries. 

 
 Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony on this bill. 
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Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 
 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEMS 
Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa, Chair 
Rep. Matthias Kusch, Vice Chair 
  

Wednesday, Feb4, 2025: 02:00pm: Room 325 Videoconference 
 
   

 
Hina Mauka Opposes HB1246: 
 
ALOHA CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, AND DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 
My name is Brian Baker. I am the Chief Operating Officer for Hina Mauka, a 
mental health and substance use disorder treatment and prevention agency for 
thousands of adults and adolescents on Oahu and Kauai, including recovery-
oriented services and housing transitional living programs. 
 

 
Hina Mauka provides this testimony as a community treatment and prevention 
provider, as well as a member of the Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition (HSAC).  
 
 
We oppose HB1246 at this time, due to its lack of education to protect 
our keiki. 
 
 
Focusing on cannabis prevention for kids before legalization is necessary, as early 
education has been proven to reduce use by kids, once legalization occurs.    
 
Education of both parents and kids about the documented and proven harms of 
cannabis use by Hawaii’s youth WILL help to avoid normalization, ensure that 
parents and our communities are ready to protect our keiki when legalization does 
happen, and will avoid significant financial and societal costs to our people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony and are available for questions. 
 

 

Prioritize education NOW, to help 
adult use legalization be successful! 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 7:09:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carie Lunsford Medical Cannabis 
Advocates Maui Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Please make  admendment to decriminalize all laws against concentrates, flower, seeds, the plant 
in general. Free the plant! Admendment to making new laws on drug testing, please do not create 
more regulation on cannabis, this is what has caused this situation we are in now. Open cannabis 
market, cannabis as agriculture. Zoned as agruculture.  
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Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Hanley Care Waialua Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose seed to sale tracking and mandatory testing 

 



 

 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2025 

 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEMS 

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa, Chair 
Rep. Matthias Kusch, Vice Chair 

 
Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 325 & Videoconference 
 

Re: Testimony on HB1246 – RELATING TO CANNABIS 
 
Chairs Tarnas and Kahaloa, Vice Chairs Poepoe and Kusch, and Members of the Committees: 
 
The United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) is the exclusive bargaining representative for 
approximately 14,000 public employees, which includes blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining 
Unit 1 and institutional, health, and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and 
various counties. Additionally, UPW also represents approximately 1,500 members in the private sector. 
 
UPW opposes HB1246, which, amongst other things, legalizes the personal adult use of cannabis beginning 
on 1/1/2026. 
 
Existing collective bargaining agreements (“CBA”) for Bargaining Units 1 and 10 allow employers to randomly, 
or with ”reasonable suspicion”, test members for the use of “controlled substances”.  Pursuant to the CBA, a 
controlled substance is defined as any substance under the Controlled Substance Act (21 United States Code 
802), which includes cannabis. 
 
Currently, there are a great number of positions that are prohibited from cannabis use, whether medical or 
nonmedical, due to professional requirements (e.g., commercial drivers, healthcare workers, heavy 
equipment operators, etc.).  Members who are in positions that do not have such restrictions are allowed to 
use cannabis for medical purposes only if it is prescribed by their physician.  For members who do not have a 
valid medical cannabis registration card, there is a firm understanding that cannabis use is strictly prohibited 
because it remains a criminal offense. 
 
Legalizing adult nonmedical cannabis use may prove problematic for members who do not understand that 
as a controlled substance, as defined by U.S. code and their CBA, cannabis use, if detected by an employer, 
will result in disciplinary action despite a statutory change at the State level. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify on this measure  



https://www.prideatwork.org/
https://bit.ly/PrideAtWorkElist










!"#$%&%'(%) %
%

!
!

!"#!$%&'()$')#*++&,!)&-)./01234),"56!$'7)!&)86''6/$ # !
%

!"#$%&'"(()**%%$&"+ &,#-)')./0&1&!.2.)).+& . 33.)/$&1 &!
.4/)'#5*#/%&1& 3""-&$0$*%( $!

36789:8;&<=&>?>@!
%

!"#$%&'$%()&*%)+%,-&.(/0&'$%()&1#02#0-&'$%()&3%$%"#%&%+4&.(/0&'$%()&35,/$&
%+4&60780),&#9&:$0&;#(+:&<54(/(%)=&>&?%@%((%+&!99%(),&>&!A)(/5":5)0&>&B##4&
C=,:07,&'#77(::00, D!
%

*$0&E07#/)%:(/&1%):=&#9&?%@%(F(&!"##$%& ! '?GHIJK-&LMN!*OPQ&*R&
'!PP!GOCS &&O+&ITHK-&40"0A%:0,&:#&:$0&E07#/)%:(/&1%):=&#9&?%@%(F(F,&,:%:0&
/#+U0+:(#+&2%,,04&%&)0,#"5:(#+&VMEW&ITHKXTYZ&,522#):(+A&:$0&"0A%"([%:(#+&#9&
%45":X5,0&)0/)0%:(#+%"&/%++%8(,&:#&A0+0)%:0&)0U0+50&9#)&258"(/&,0)U(/0,-&,5/$&%,&
045/%:(#+S!

O:&(,&$(A$&:(70&:$%:&?%@%(\(&:%]0,&%&+0/0,,%)=&%+4&2)#A)0,,(U0&,:02&:#@%)4&
)0,2#+,(8"0&/%++%8(,&)0A5"%:(#+-&0/#+#7(/&A)#@:$-&%+4&,#/(%"&;5,:(/0&)09#)7&(+&
?%@%(\(S!

*$0&/)0%:(#+&#9&:$0&?%@%(\(&'%++%8(,&%+4&?072&R99(/0&@(""&0+,5)0&%&/0+:)%"([04&
%+4&@0""X,:)5/:5)04&)0A5"%:#)=&9)%70@#)]-&2)#U(4(+A&/"0%)&#U0),(A$:&#+&/5":(U%:(#+-&
,%"0,-&:%^%:(#+-&%+4&/#+,570)&,%90:=S&G=&/#+,#"(4%:(+A&)0,2#+,(8("(:(0,&9)#7&:$0&
E02%):70+:&#9&?0%":$&%+4&:$0&E02%):70+:&#9&!A)(/5":5)0-&:$(,&8(""&,:)0%7"(+0,&
A#U0)+%+/0-&)045/(+A&)045+4%+/=&%+4&(72)#U(+A&099(/(0+/=S!

N0A%"([(+A&%45":X5,0&/%++%8(,&@(""&A0+0)%:0&,(A+(9(/%+:&:%^&)0U0+50&9#)&:$0&,:%:0-&
9#,:0)(+A&0/#+#7(/&#22#):5+(:(0,&9#)&"#/%"&85,(+0,,0,&%+4&9%)70),S&R:$0)&,:%:0,&
:$%:&$%U0&(72"070+:04&,(7("%)&70%,5)0,-&,5/$&%,&'#"#)%4#&%+4&'%"(9#)+(%-&$%U0&
@(:+0,,04&,58,:%+:(%"&9(+%+/(%"&80+09(:,&:$%:&/#+:)(85:0&:#&045/%:(#+-&$0%":$/%)0-&
%+4&(+9)%,:)5/:5)0&2)#;0/:,S&?%@%(\(&/%+&,(7("%)"=&80+09(:&9)#7&%&)#85,:&/%++%8(,&
(+45,:)=&@(:$&%22)#2)(%:0&)0A5"%:(#+,&(+&2"%/0S!



!"#$%) %'(%) %
%

*$0&40/)(7(+%"([%:(#+&2)#U(,(#+,&#9&:$(,&8(""&%)0&2%):(/5"%)"=&(72#):%+:&9#)&
%44)0,,(+A&:$0&4(,2)#2#):(#+%:0&(72%/:&#9&/%++%8(,X)0"%:04&%))0,:,&#+&
7%)A(+%"([04&/#775+(:(0,S&')(7(+%"([(+A&/%++%8(,&2#,,0,,(#+&$%,&$(,:#)(/%""=&
85)40+04&:$0&;54(/(%"&,=,:07&%+4&5+;5,:"=&20+%"([04&(+4(U(45%",&9#)&+#+U(#"0+:&
#990+,0,S&G=&40/)(7(+%"([(+A&/0):%(+&7%)(;5%+%X)0"%:04&4)5A&#990+,0,-&:$(,&8(""&
2)#7#:0,&%&9%()0)&%+4&7#)0&0_5(:%8"0&"0A%"&,=,:07&@$("0&%""#@(+A&"%@&
0+9#)/070+:&:#&9#/5,&#+&7#)0&2)0,,(+A&258"(/&,%90:=&/#+/0)+,S&&!

*$0&8(""&%",#&:%]0,&/)(:(/%"&,:02,&:#&0+,5)0&258"(/&,%90:=-&(+/"54(+A&+0@&:)%99(/&
#990+,0,&)0"%:(+A&:#&/%++%8(,&/#+,572:(#+&%+4&2#,,0,,(#+S&M,:%8"(,$(+A&/"0%)&
A5(40"(+0,&#+&)0,2#+,(8"0&5,0-&,(7("%)&:#&%"/#$#"&)0A5"%:(#+,-&@(""&$0"2&7(:(A%:0&
)(,],&%,,#/(%:04&@(:$&(72%()04&4)(U(+A&%+4&5+40)%A0&/#+,572:(#+S!

`0&75,:&2%,,&/%++%8(,&2#"(/(0,&:$%:&%)0&)0,2#+,(8"0-&;5,:-&%+4&0_5(:%8"0&9#)&#5)&
(,"%+4&$#70S&*$(,&8(""&2)0,0+:,&%&8%"%+/04&%+4&9#)@%)4X:$(+](+A&%22)#%/$&:#&
/%++%8(,&)0A5"%:(#+&(+&?%@%(\(S&O:&%"(A+,&@(:$&+%:(#+@(40&:)0+4,-&2)(#)(:([0,&
/#+,570)&,%90:=-&0+$%+/0,&0/#+#7(/&40U0"#270+:-&%+4&2)#7#:0,&,#/(%"&;5,:(/0S&
`0&5)A0&:$0&/#77(::00&:#&2%,,&:$(,&8(""&%+4&7#U0&?%@%(\(&:#@%)4&%&7#)0&
0_5(:%8"0-&)0,2#+,(8"0-&%+4&2)#,20)#5,&95:5)0S&
!
6%$%"#&+5(&"#%&9#)&:$0&#22#):5+(:=&:#&:0,:(9=&(+&,:)#+A&,522#):&#9&?GHIJK-&
LMN!*OPQ&*R&'!PP!GOCS&C$#5"4&=#5&$%U0&%+=&_50,:(#+,&#)&)0_5()0&95):$0)&
(+9#)7%:(#+-&2"0%,0&/#+:%/:&:$0&E07#/)%:(/&1%):=&#9&?%@%(F(&%:&
"0A(,"%:(#+a$%@%((407#/)%:,S#)AS!
%

!



!

!
!

!"#$$ %&'(&)&*+,+-.&$/,.-0$12$!,(*,) 3$45,-( $
$ %&'(&)&*+,+-.&$6,5-*,$7"&'"& 3$8-9&:45,-( $

6&;<&()$"=$+5&$>?0-9-,(@$A$B,C,--,*$1==,-()$4";;-++&& $$
$
%&'(&)&*+,+-.&$D-()+-*$D,5,E",3$45,-($
%&'(&)&*+,+-.&$6,++5-,)$D?)953$8-9&:45,-( $
6&;<&()$"=$+5&$1F(-9?E+?(&$A$G""0$H@)+&;)$$
$

G(#$ !I$45&*F $"*$<&5,E=$"=$BJ4J1$1))"9-,+-"*2$$
!
"#$!! %#&'()*+,! !"#$%&&'()#*+! *'%+, #-.//#0* -1#2345#

"#$%&'()!&*! +%((%,'- !
"#$%&'(#)*#!$)*!+%,%((!-%..%&(#!%./!+*01!233(4*!,($)(.!$)*!5*1%6$0*.$!73!
-700*64*!%./!-7.#80*6!933%(6#!$7!6*:8'%$*!%''!%#1*4$#!73!$)*!4%..%&(#!
1'%.$;!!<*:(..(.:!=>=>?@?AB!'*:%'(C*#!$)*!1*6#7.%'!%/8'$!8#*!73!
4%..%&(#;!!"#$%&'(#)*#!$%D*#!7.!$)*!6*$%('!#%'*!73!%/8'$E8#*!4%..%&(#!%./!$)*!#%'*!73!
0*/(4%'!4%..%&(#;!!9//#!.*,!$6%33(4!733*.#*#!6*'%$(.:!$7!$)*!47.#801$(7.!76!
17##*##(7.!73!0%6(F8%.%!76!0%6(F8%.%!47.4*.$6%$*;!!G%H*#!47.3760(.:!
%0*./0*.$#!6*'%$*/!$7!$)*!'*:%'(C%$(7.!73!1*6#7.%'!%/8'$!8#*!73!
4%..%&(#;!!<*:(..(.:!=>=>?@?AB!/*46(0(.%'(C*#!4*6$%(.!/68:!733*.#*#!6*'%$*/!$7!
0%6(F8%.%!%./!0%6(F8%.%!47.4*.$6%$*;!!I6%.#3*6#!$)*!1*6#7..*'!%./!%##*$#!73!$)*!
5*1%6$0*.$!73!+*%'$)!%./!%##*$#!73!$)*!5*1%6$0*.$!73!9:6(48'$86*!6*'%$(.:!$7!
4%..%&(#!$7!$)*!+%,%((!-%..%&(#!%./!+*01!233(4*;!!"#$%&'(#)*#!J%6(78#!17#($(7.#!
,($)(.!#$%$*!*.$($(*#!$7!6*:8'%$*!$)*!1*6#7.%'!%/8'$!8#*!73!4%..%&(#;!!9116716(%$*#!
38./#;;!

$
/&,( $45,-( $!,(*,)3$45,-($D,5,E", 3$8-9&:45,-($7"&'"&3$8-9&:45,-($D?)953$,*0$
6&;<&()$"=$+5&$4";;-++&&#$

!5&$B,C,-K-$4,**,<-)$J*0?)+(@$1))"9-,+-"*3$(&'(&)&*+)$,$;,L"(-+@$"=$+5&$)+,+&M)$E-9&*)&0$
;&0-9,E$9,**,<-)$0-)'&*),(-&)2$BJ4J1 !"#$$%&'"! BNOPQR$,)$-+$C"?E0$&)+,<E-)5$,$)+("*F$
(&F?E,+"(@$;"0&E$="($+5&$),E&$"=$9,**,<-)$+"$0-)9"?(,F&$9?((&*+$-EE&F,E$;,(S&+$,9+-.-+@$
,*0$),=&F?,(0$+5&$'?<E-9$C5-E&$,E)"$F&*&(,+-*F$)?<)+,*+-,E$+,T$(&.&*?&$="($+5&$H+,+&$,+$,$
+-;&$C5&*$-+$-)$*&&0&0$;")+2$$

J*$,00-+-"*3$+5&$;&,)?(&$C"?E0$9"*)"E-0,+&$.,(-"?)$&*+-+-&)$C-+5-*$B,C,--M)$9,**,<-)$
-*0?)+(@$-*9E?0-*F$"?($;&;<&()3$+5&$;&0-9,E$9,**,<-)$0-)'&*),(@$E-9&*)&&)3$?*0&($,$
)-*FE&$(&F?E,+"(@$?;<(&EE,$+"$9"*+("E$9,**,<-)$,*0$5&;' 2$U*0&($+5-)$(&F?E,+"(@$;"0&E3$
F(&,+&($&==-9-&*9-&)$-*$F".&(*;&*+$".&()-F5+$9,*$<&$,95-&.&0$,*0$(&0?*0,*9@$9,*$<&$
,."-0&02 $V*E@$+5("?F5$(&F?E,+-"*$,*0$&0?9,+-"*3$9,*$+5&$H+,+&$,00(&))$+5&$F("C-*F$
5&,E+5$9(-)-)$"=$-EE-9-+$,*0$-*+"T-9,+-*F$5&;'$'("0?9+)$ )"E0$-*$E"9,E$)+"(&)$C-+5"?+$E,<$
+&)+-*F3$'("'&($',9S,F-*F3$,*0$,F&$F,+-*F2$$$

$

$



!

!
!

()*!+,-./!,012.! 304567 !

48! /#9"':;'<:=!.:>!?@A@;#@!B%'@;'<:= !

BJ4J1$5,)$9"*0?9+&0$,$=-)9,E$,*,E@)-)$"=$+5&$;&,)?(&$,*0$B,C,--M)$'"+&*+-,E$0?,E$?)&$
9,**,<-)$;,(S&+$?*0&($+5-)$<-EE2$

W&$&T'&9+$0?(-*F$+5&$C<&"'!D@:&!%C!":=@"3$+5-)$;&,)?(&$C"?E0$F&*&(,+&$,''("T-;,+&E@$
!"#$%&'())(*+&(+&+,-&./0&1,2,+3, $+"$+5&$H+,+&$+5("?F5$J*9";&$!,T&)3$4"('"(,+&$
!,T&) 3$XY!$ ,*0$+5&$*&C$OZ[$4,**,<-)$ %&+,-E$!,T2$$

2$%;!C#==!E:&F@'!E:'#&<'D$C5&*$,00-+-"*,E$*&C$(&+,-E3$9?E+-.,+-"*$,*0$'("0?9+-"*$
E-9&*)&)$,(&$-))?&03$C&$&T'&9+$!45#$6&'())(*+&/++3/))7&(+&+,-&8./.,&./0&1,2,+3, $
C"?E0$<&$F&*&(,+&0$\OZ[$4,**,<-)$!,T$]$XY!$]$4"('"(,+&^J*9";&$!,T_2$ $

58! ,A%<G"!2$H+&%;'!,$$&%$&<:'<%;"!I.&:;"C@&!%C!1CC<J@!%C!K@G<J:=!-:;;:9<"!
-%;'&%=!:;G!?@L#=:'<%;8!

BNOPQR$+(,*)=&()$)+,==3$(&)"?(9&)3$,*0$=?*0-*F$"=$+5&$V644%$+"$+5&$*&C$9,**,<-)$
V==-9&2$!5-)$,''(",95$&*,<E&)$9,**,<-)$),E&)$+"$<&F-*$?+-E-`-*F$&T-)+-*F$H+,+&$(&)"?(9&)$
,*0$,."-0)$+5&$*&&0$="($?':=("*+$,''("'(-,+-"*)2$$100-+-"*,E$'("F(,;)$)?95$,)$)"9-,E$
&a?-+@$,*0$*&C$E,C$&*="(9&;&*+$(&)"?(9&)$9,*$+5&*$<&$=?*0&0$+5("?F5$+5&$&T'&9+&0$
bcd2P$;-EE-"*$"=$*&C$H+,+&$+,T$(&.&*?&$C-+5-*$+5&$=-()+$@&,(2$

N(&,S0"C*$"=$&T-)+-*F$V644%$(&)"?(9&)$,*0$=?*0-*F#$

,2$Oe$=?EE:+-;&$&;'E"@&&)$
<2$bP2f6$,**?,E$"'&(,+-*F$<?0F&+$,''("'(-,+-"* $
92$ bP6$-*$,**?,E$(&.&*?&$=(";$E-9&*)-*F$=&&)$,*0$',+-&*+$(&F-)+(,+-"*$=&&)$

\)'&9-,E$=?*0)_$
02$bP2e6$-*$,**?,E$XY!$(&.&*?&$=(";$;&0-9,E$9,**,<-)$),E&) $
&2$bOO2R6$9?((&*+$9,)5$<,E,*9&$$

J*$,00-+-"*3$*&C$E-9&*)-*F$=&&)$+5,+$,(&$(&a?-(&0$'(-"($+"$0?,E:?)&$9,**,<-)$),E&)$9,*$
F&*&(,+&$,00-+-"*,E$=?*0)$+"$)?''"(+$'("F(,;$-;'E&;&*+,+-"*2$4"*.&()-"*$=&&)$=(";$+5&$
e$6&0-9,E$4,**,<-)$/-)'&*),(-&)$,E"*&$C"?E0$(&)?E+$-*$?'$+"$bP2f6$-*$(&.&*?&2$
!"F&+5&($C-+5$V644%$(&)"?(9&)3$+5&$)+,+&$9"?E0$&,)-E@$E,?*95$,$0?,E:?)&$9,**,<-)$
'("F(,;$?+-E-`-*F$bOZ:OO6$-*$&T-)+-*F$(&)"?(9&)2$

-1M-N2/O1M !

BNOPQR$-)$"*&$"=$+5&$=&C$;&,)?(&)$'("'")&0$+5-)$)&))-"*$C-+5$+5&$'"+&*+-,E$+"$F&*&(,+&$
*&C$(&.&*?&$="($+5&$)+,+&$C-+5"?+$-;'")-*F$,00-+-"*,E$+,T$<?(0&*)$"*$(&)-0&*+)$,*0$
&T-)+-*F$<?)-*&))&)2$J*$,00-+-"*3$+5&$;&,)?(&$C"?E0$=-*,EE@$&)+,<E-)5$(&F?E,+"(@$".&()-F5+$
, *0$F(&,+&($'?<E-9$),=&+@$="($+5&$),E&$,*0$?)&$"=$9,**,<-)$,*0$5&;'2 $



!

!
!

W&$)+("*FE@$?(F&$+5&$9";;-++&&)$+"$',))$+5-)$;&,)?(&$+"$&==&9+-.&E@$(&F?E,+&$+5&$
9,**,<-)$-*0?)+(@3$&*="(9&$,F,-*)+$+5&$-EE&F,E$;,(S&+3$),=&F?,(0$+5&$'?<E-93$,*0$
F&*&(,+&$;?95$*&&0&0$*&C$+,T$(&.&*?&2$

!5,*S$@"?$="($+5&$"''"(+?*-+@$+"$+&)+-=@2$



!

!
"#$!%&#!""'(!)*#!+,-!./&#0)!12340!5,/670/#2,7/!

8."%!9:.;<:!=%>: !
!

!

!"#$%&'() *
+'&&%$$""#*'(* ,-.%/%01)*2*3040%%0(*5660%1#*0(.*571%/-8$-1"*2*9''.*:)#$"&#*

3040%%*:$0$"*3'-#"*'6*;"<1"#"($0$%="# *
!-"#.0)> *9"?1-01)*@>*ABAC>*ADBB*<&*
3EFA@G>*;HI5!JKL*!M*+5KK5EJ: *

*
*

!'D * ;"<N*O0=%.*!01(0#>*+P0%1*
;"<N*Q%1#$%(*Q0P08'0 >*+P0%1*
R"&?"1#*'6*$P"*+'&&%$$""#**

91'&D* ,0/8)(*R''1">*SP01&NON>*+HM*E%7*J#80(.*L1'4(*O%#<"(#01%"#***

;"D * J(*:!;MKL* :TSSM;! *'6*3EFA@G>!;HI5!JKL*!M*+5KK5EJ:* *

58'P0*+P0%1#*!01(0#*0(.*Q0P08'0>*0(.*R"&?"1#*'6*$P"*+'&&%$$"" #D**

E%7*J#80(.*L1'4(*O%#<"(#01%"#*%#*'("*'6*"%7P$*&".%/08*/0((0?%#*.%#<"(#01)*8%/"(#""#*%(*$P"*
:$0$"N**U"*'<"10$"*<1'.-/$%'(*60/%8%$%"#*0(.*V*1"$0%8*8'/0$%'(#*'(*$P"*E%7*J#80(.*'6*3040%%N***
*
R0P08'*6'1*$P"*'<<'1$-(%$)*$'*<1'=%."*$"#$%&'()*%( !"#$$%&' !()! *+,-./ 0!!!P%#*%&<'1$0($*
&"0#-1"*4'-8.*"#$0?8%#P*0*1"7-80$'1)*610&"4'1W*6'1*$P"*8"708%X0$%'(*'6*0.-8$*/0((0?%#*#08"#*%(*
$P"*%#80(.#N**
*
!P%#*&"0#-1".*0(.*?080(/".*<1'<'#08* 4 '-8. *<1'=%."*'="1#%7P$*'6*0*/0((0?%#*&01W"$*$P0$*%#*
/-11"($8)*-(/'($1'88". *0(.*.'&%(0$".*?)* -(1"7 -80$". *#'-1/"#N *S-?8%/*P"08$P*0(.*#06"$)*01"*
/-11"($8)*0$*1%#WN*5#*0*8%/"(#".*&".%/08*.%#<"(#01)>*4"*P0="*#""(* $P"*6%1#$YP0(.*"66"/$#*'6*$P"*
-(1"7-80$".*%88%/%$*&01W"$*P0#*'(*'-1*%(.-#$1)N*M="1*$P"*<0#$*$P1""*0(.*0*P086*)"01#>*$P"*(-&?"1*
'6*1"7%#$"1".*/0((0?%#*<0$%"($#*P0#*."/8%(" . *?)*1'-7P8)*FCZN*E0#".*'(*'-1*"[<"1%"(/">*$P0$*
.'"#(\$*&"0(*$P"1"*01"*6"4"1*<0$%"($#*4%$P*/P1'(%/*<0%(*'1*'$P"1*."?%8%$0$%(7*/'(.%$%'(#>*%$*#%&<8)*
%(.%/0$"#*$P0$*<0$%"($#*('4*/P''#"*$'*#"/-1"*$P"%1*&".%/%("*61'&*-(1"7-80$". >*-($"#$".>*0(.*
%88%/%$*#'-1/"#N*
*
J(*0..%$%'(>*%$*%#*%&<'1$0($*$'*('$"*$P0$*0*1"7-80$".*/0((0?%#*#08"#*<1'710&*4'-8.*08#'*P"8<*$'*
0..1"## *$P"*-(6'1"#""(*"66"/$#*'6*:$0$"*804*$P0$*."/1%&%(08%X"#*/0((0?%#*<'##"##%'(*?-$*.'"#*
('$*<1'=%."*0*8046-8*40)*$'*<-1/P0#"*/0((0?%#N**
*
:%&<8)*<-$>*1"7-80$%(7*0(.*$0[%(7*0.-8$*/0((0?%#*-#"*%&<1'="#*<-?8%/*P"08$P*0(.*#06"$)N*
*
!P" *3040%%*+0((0?%#*J(.-#$1)*5##'/%0$%'(*]3J+J5^*P0#*1"8"0#".*<-?8%/*'<%(%'(*<'88*1"#-8$#*$P0$*
1"7-8018)*#P'4 *1'-7P8)*!"#$%&$'()(**$+,-*.,/0-$-122%+0$3,4(3*5*/4$6(//(7*- N*H="(*4%$P*$P%#*
<'<-801%$)>*P'4"="1>*&'#$*1"#%."($#*01"*/8"01*$P0$*1"7-80$%'(#*&-#$*?"*"#$0?8%#P".*$'*"(#-1"*
?'$P*-#"1#*0(.*$P"*<-?8%/*01"*#06"7-01.".*0(.*$P0$*$P"*:$0$"*6%#/088)*?"("6%$#*61'&*8"708%X0$%'(N*
*
*
9'1*$P"*1"0#'(#*0?'=">*4"*1"#<"/$6-88)*-17"*$P"*+'&&%$$""*$'*<0##*3EFA@GN*



!

!
"#$!%&#!""'(!)*#!+,-!./&#0)!12340!5,/670/#2,7/!

8."%!9:.;<:!=%>: !
!

*
*
!P0(W*)'-*6'1*$P"*'<<'1$-(%$)*$'*$"#$%6)N*
*
,0/8)(*IN*R''1" >*SP01&NON*
+HM*E%7*J#80(.*L1'4(*O%#<"(#01%"#*



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 10:44:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Quintin Wilcox LabGrown Genetics Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I beleive that cannabis is a plant that can help many people manage various health conditions. 
One major problem that we have is not being able to properly test cannabis for all the medical 
attributes due to federal and state laws. In order to understand the entire chemcial compound and 
make up of the cannabis cannabinoids we need to be able to do testing on specific cannabinoids. 
Allowing cannabis to people over 21+ will allow people to do more research. I am the owner of a 
Medical cannabis Caregiver license and I will first handly say this plant should be free to the 
world. Due to local state laws at this time we can not. Hawaii needs to be a staple to the rest of 
the states on how we should regulate medicinal cannabis and recreational cannabis. Hawaii 
cannabis law is outlined as a medical but the access for patients is limited to dispensaries with 
low quality products that often test for molds or mildew. Allowing people 21+ to consume 
cannabis will allow cultivation from other sites / stores allowing the patient to pick the better 
products vs. being stuck with only dispensaries to choose from. Allowing cannabis for people to 
access will not only help the community with medical conditions but will allow the community 
to grow from taxation on cannabis related sales. These laws we have in place now are not it and 
do not provide adequate products to the market or various options to the patients to be able to 
freely choose there own cannabis or consumption method. I am in support of HB1246 

 



























5 Minute Pharmacy 

Owner 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 12:09:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tyler Crook Hilo Grow Shop, LLC Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my support for HB1246.  

Legacy growers, who have been cultivating cannabis long before its legalization, should be 
included in the new regulatory framework. These growers possess invaluable knowledge and 
experience that can contribute to the sustainability and diversity of Hawaii's cannabis industry. 
By supporting legacy growers, we honor their contributions and ensure that the industry remains 
rooted in local expertise. 

Moreover, it is essential to create an inclusive application process that allows all sorts of folks to 
participate. I would urge to change up our approach to the current monopolized medical cannabis 
system. Maine's approach to licensing and regulation emphasizes fairness and accessibility, 
ensuring that small craft farms have the opportunity to thrive. By adopting similar measures, 
Hawaii can prevent monopolization and promote a diverse and vibrant cannabis market. I urge 
the legislature to consider this thoroughly.  

By implementing HB1246 with a focus on anti-monopoly and pro-small craft farms, we can 
ensure that the cannabis industry reflects our values and benefits all residents. Let us learn from 
Maine's example and create a cannabis industry that is equitable, sustainable, and inclusive. 

Thank you for considering this testimony. I urge you to support a fair and diverse cannabis 
industry in Hawaii.  

Sincerely, 

Tyler Crook 

Hilo Grow Shop, LLC 
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HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/28/2025 6:47:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Evans Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Judiciary and Agriculture committees,  

My name is Andrew Evans and I am writing to request your support for HB1246. This bill 
addressing cannabis legalization is long overdue. I assure you, those who would be accessing 
cannabis, already are, with or without this bill, but in doing so are exposing themselves to 
unnecessary personal, health, financial, and legal risk. HB1246 is essential for providing our 
brothers and sisters access to safe, regulated cannabis that is above-board in the eye of our 
government.  

Let's catch up with the rest of our progressive states. I appreciate your support in passing 
HB1246. 

Mahalo,  

Andrew 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/28/2025 8:25:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Faccenda Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. Prohibition has never been an effective way to manage substances such as 
cannabis or other drugs. Regulations, such as this will generate revenue for the state and keep 
money out of the hands of organized crime 

  

Mahalo for your consideration,  

Kevin Faccenda,  

Honolulu 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 1:11:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Jaworowski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I write in support of HS1246, Relating to Cannabis. This lengthy bill would legalize non-medical 
use of cannabis (aka marijuana) for adults at the state level. I do not partake in marijuana myself, 
but I am a lawyer and a professor and I do teach civic education to college students. Almost 
everyone in Hawaii knows somebody who partakes of marijuana, be it a friend or family or 
fellow student or coworker or neighbor. It is well known that marijuana causes far less physical 
and medical issues than alcohol, which is legal, and it is difficult to convey the belief that a good 
citizen follows the laws in the face of a blatantly unbelievable statute. When 24 states legalize 
marijuana, for us to keep it as a criminal offense makes us look shortsighted and out of touch.  It 
also tends to encourage people to be scofflaws. And if they lose faith in complying with this law, 
it is a small step to incorporate the belief that laws are not the basis of a well-ordered society, but 
are a buffet where one can simply choose to comply with the things one believes in and can 
ignore the rest. I think this is a slippery and dangerous slope. I think it is much better to have 
solid, reasonable laws that we require all our citizens to follow, and at this point in time this 
mandates legalization of marijuana in Hawaii 

It is time to stop being so timid. The sky will not fall if we legalize marijuana, just as it did not 
fall in Colorado or Washington or Illinois or Massachusetts or New York or the many other 
states who have decriminalized it. Please support HB 1246. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 7:36:23 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Samuel M Mitchell Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1246. I don't smoke pot but I think Hawaii needs to up date it laws & rules. 

Sam Mitchell Makiki NB-10 
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HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 11:04:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

KRISTEN KIRNBAUER Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To the legislators of Hawaii: 

I strongly oppose HB1246.  It will not be good because it will make cannibis more available to 
minors.  Growing up in California, I saw firsthand how high schoolers that smoked marijuana 
became very unmotivated to pursue anything.  They did worse in their classes, they weren't 
motivated to pursue a career or even desire to pursue future goals. 

Maybe some people can live a normal life while using recreational marijuana, but just like 
alcohol, many cannot.  I believe this measure will add more costs for the tax payers of Hawaii to 
combat the negative impacts of cannibis. 
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Submitted on: 1/29/2025 11:27:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carm Celine Akim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable Representatives, 

Cannabis use disorder is the most commonly reported illegal substance use disorder in the 
general population. Making Cannabis LEGAL will not improve how this substance is consumed 
nor protect the recreational consumer and the general public from its ill effects. As a healthcare 
provider and active community volunteer, our state and systems already cannot mitigate the 
current drug misuse and addiction of our residents. I have taken care of a spectrum of patients 
from otherwise healthy pregnant women who occasionally smoked marijuana prior 
to pregnancy now with severe vomiting/nausea requiring multiple days of hospitalization to men 
who have consistently used this potent drug since they were teens who now have 
unmanageable behavioral disorders. 

These clients with psychological disorders caused by illegal drug use such as marijuana have 
been taxing our healthcare more than more complex acute medical issues (stroke, heart attack, 
sepsis, etc). It takes a lot of time for us to care for these clients who might not have a medical or 
surgical diagnosis but are still in the hospital because there is no facility or caregivers who are 
willing to take them. Strong evidence-based studies have consistently 
shown Marijuana/Cannabis use disorder is hard to treat and not all psychological therapies will 
be effective even though an individual decides to seek help to break free from their cannabis use. 

Let the legislature focus on solving the issues of current drug misuse and abuse that have plagued 
the islands for generations. Legalizing Cannabis for recreational does not justify all the ill 
outcomes and the burden it creates on our barely surviving community health. 

Sincerely, 

Carm Akim, RN MSN WCC 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 11:43:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joseph-paul Akim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As Kanaka, cannabis/marijuana/weed has not helped us native people but put us under a 
delusion. I have lost loved ones from their misuse of this illegal drug. There is no sense in 
making marijuana legal. The black market will still operate and this will not entice current users 
to buy legally where they pay the state more tax. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 12:53:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ron Yoshida Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee and Honorable Representatives, 

  First of all I want to say Mahalo for all you do to help improve the quality of life for all of us in 
our beloved Hawaii. I'm writing to express my sincere and heartfelt PPSITION to SB3335, a bill 
that would legalize the recreational use of marijuana. I know that marijuana use is rampant all 
over Hawaii and especially by our youth, especially through vaping and edibles. My concern is 
that if we legalize recreational marijuana, access to marijuana and marijuana products will be so 
much easier to get. I know this will add funds to our economy, but the negative impact would far 
outweigh the financial benefits. Negative impacts such as the increase in marijuana related 
crime, car accidents due to driving while "high", young people overdosing due to vaping THC 
oil, and the list goes on and on, as statistics have shown in other States, such as Colorado, and 
regon. 

The marijuana of the 1960s and 70s is nowhere near as strong in its THC content as it is today 
(5% back then to now upwards of 80%). Also as a former Certified Substance Abuse Counselor 
(CSAC) in Hawaii, I have seen the detrimental effects Cannabis use has had on youth and their 
families. Marijuana also continues to be a "Gateway drug" and therefore I cannot agree with the 
Governor's statement that this will decrease the use of harder drugs by users. Here is an article in 
Psychology Today that support this: 

From Psychology Today: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/all-about-addiction/201807/is-marijuana-gateway-
drug?amp 
"Is Marijuana a Gateway Drug? 
There is a lot of debate about whether marijuana is actually a harmful drug and whether it does 
act as a gateway to more "hard" drugs like cocaine, heroin, and more. 
A recent research article sought to examine whether the use of marijuana really produced 
reductions in opioid use. It used a large dataset from a well established national survey that was 
conducted between 2001 and 2005 to answer this question. The overall results suggested that 
marijuana use actually significantly and substantially increased the odds that a person 
would misuse opioid medication after using marijuana. This large study, published in a 
respected psychiatric journal, was used in some recent articles to remind us of the gateway 
theory of marijuana use, which I think deserves some more thought." 
 
I humbly asked you to please vote "No" on this bill. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/all-about-addiction/201807/is-marijuana-gateway-drug?amp
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/all-about-addiction/201807/is-marijuana-gateway-drug?amp


 
Much Mahalo, 
Ron Yoshida 
(808) 265-5566 

  

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 1:19:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steven Jay Gladman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. It will destroy our youth and overwhelm our legal system. 

Drugs are drugs. You cannot sugar coat it. 

It will destroy the family unit 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 3:14:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dan Powers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in opposition of HB 1246 legalizing recreational marijuana use. I strongly discurage this 
and would ask what do the members who are sponsoring this bill have to personally gain by the 
passing of it?  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 8:18:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Duda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this because this would allow for our Hawai'i Keiki to access this at an early age, 
potentially be a life long habit, and have negative health impacts. There would be an increased of 
motor vehicle accidents from drug-impaired driving.  It would also promote black markets 
despite regulation.   
Please consider the following questions: Would you want your keiki or grandchild spending 
money on drugs?  Would you want your keiki or grandchild or any other member of your Ohana 
wasting precious time looking for, obtaining, and smoking marijuana when they could be doing 
other productive things to better themselves or others?  When you vote on this who are you 
aiming to please or help?  Think about our keiki.  Please use your position to protect our keiki 
from harmful effects of this bill.  Mahalo for your service to our community.  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 9:51:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dr Marion Ceruti Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1245 because it will have a bad effect on our young people. They will be driving 
while high on pakalolo. Some drivers are already dangerous to others now now. Accidents will 
increase. Imagine having to respond to an emergency with the brain numb due to pakalolo. 
Besides, the last thing we need is another government agency. The black market will continue as 
it is now to avoid paying the tax. Stop this bill now. It will send the wrong message to young 
people. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 10:14:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dr. Guy Yatsushiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposed 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 10:45:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Rzonca Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not legalize recreational cannabis. There are so many good reasons this is not a good idea and 
one is because Hawaii, with it's livable outdoor climate year round, will attract all homeless 
drug/marijuana users from other states and our homeless non productive population will grow 
exponentially as well as the cost to taxpayers to fund all the government programs they will be 
utilizing. It's a bad idea all around. 

 







9. This testimony covers only a small portion of the negative changes in Hawaii that will 
occur if less restrictions are implemented regarding access to and use of cannabis 
products. 

10. Do not pass HB1246.  Protect our state from this very bad policy. 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 11:15:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shawn Michelle Wallen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

As a responsible citizen of the State of Hawai'i, I oppose HB 1246.  I feel strongly about this 
because if passed it will increase youth access and negative health impacts as it has been proven 
to be a gateway drug.  There will be Higher traffic risks  from drug-impaired driving.  And it 
will produce a thriving black market , despite regulation. 

Mahalo for your kind consideration and serving the people of Hawai'i. 

Shawn Michelle Wallen 

2750 Oma'opio Road 

Kula,  Hawai'i  96790 

  

 









HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 11:39:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Blair Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 











 
Respectfully, 
Rita Kama-Kimura 
Submitted 01/30/2025 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 12:27:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kuulei Salzer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 1:06:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Don Baluran Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please oppose this bill.  Mahalo! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 1:23:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacqueline S. Ambrose Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

YES to- Establishes the Hawaii Cannabis and Hemp Office within the 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs to regulate all aspects 
of the cannabis plant. Beginning 1/1/2026, legalizes the personal adult 
use of cannabis. Establishes taxes on the retail sale of adult-use 
cannabis and the sale of medical cannabis. Adds new traffic offenses 
relating to the consumption or possession of marijuana or marijuana 
concentrate. Makes conforming amendments related to the 
legalization of personal adult use of cannabis. Beginning 1/1/2026, 
decriminalizes certain drug offenses related to marijuana and 
marijuana concentrate. Transfers the personnel and assets of the 
Department of Health and assets of the Department of Agriculture 
relating to cannabis to the Hawaii Cannabis and Hemp Office. 
Establishes various positions within state entities to regulate the 
personal adult use of cannabis. Appropriates funds 

 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1246

RE: Decriminalization of Cannabis & Investment in Social Equity and Public 
Health

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee,

I am writing in strong support of HB1246.  I believe the transition from a medical cannabis only 
state to a dual-use state is a far more effective approach to the promotion of public health and 
safety than seeking to preserve the current regulations on cannabis cultivation, use and/or sale 
where instead, I support a model that redirects our investments in public health and welfare, 
which includes economic and environmental models toward social equity and public health 
programs rather than punitive enforcement.  As an example, the evidence from PortugalÕs bold 
and successful approach to drug policy reform provides an undeniable blueprint for improving 
public health, reducing crime, and enhancing the overall well-being of our communities.

PortugalÕs Proven Success: A Model for HawaiÔi

PortugalÕs journey offers critical insights into the potential outcomes of supporting HB1246. In 
1990, Portugal decriminalized all drug use, shifting the nationÕs approach from punitive 
enforcement to a health-centered model. At the time, Portugal ranked among the lowest of over 
150 nations in terms of average life expectancy, plagued by high crime rates and widespread 
substance abuse issues. Today, the nation (currently ranked at 22) has surpassed the United 
States  (currently ranked at 47) in life expectancy and is projected to reach the 5th highest rank 
globally by 2040. This remarkable transformation was not due to increased incarceration or 
behavior control but rather to robust social and health programs that emphasized rehabilitation, 
harm reduction, and reintegration into society.

By focusing on prevention, treatment, and harm reduction rather than criminalization or behavior 
control for drug use, Portugal saw not only a steep decline in overall drug use but also a 
generational decrease in substance dependency. Their crime rates plummeted, and societal 
stability increased as formerly incarcerated individuals were given opportunities to reintegrate 
into their communities with support and dignity. These outcomes demonstrate the profound 
benefits of treating substance use, whether for medical or recreational, as a public health issue 
rather than a criminal offense.

The Need for Change in HawaiÔi

Criminal justice reformers have long argued Hawaii locks up more people each year than is 
necessary to protect public health and safety, burdening our prisons and draining public 
resources. HB1246 presents a pragmatic, evidence-based solution towards practices and policies 
that align with the successes observed in Portugal:

1. Ending Unnecessary Criminalization Ð  Supporting prohibited conduct for individuals, 
including public smoking and open container, enacting HB1246 will allow the transition 
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from a medical cannabis only state to a dual-use state, allowing individuals to engage in 
its responsible cultivation, use and/or sale without fear of arrest or prosecution.

2. Record Expungement & Second Chances Ð The bill creates a pathway for 
expungement of records for those arrested and/or convicted for cannabis-related crimes. 
This means increased access to jobs, housing, and educational opportunities for 
individuals whose lives have been negatively impacted by the war on drugs.

3. Economic & Social Equity Investment Ð HB1246 establishes a more sound 
commercial/economic model and promotes social equity and public health grant 
programs to support historically disadvantaged and impoverished communities such as 
the Native Hawaiian community. This ensures that the individuals and neighborhoods 
most harmed by the war on drugs receive resources for economic empowerment and 
healthcare.

4. Public Health & Safety Benefits Ð Removing the stigma of criminalization allows 
individuals to seek help for substance-related issues without fear and frees up law 
enforcement to focus on more pressing public safety concerns while preserving medical 
cannabis use and increasing access to effective medical treatment(s).

Overcoming Fear with Facts

Critics of HB1246 may express concerns about relinquishing control over cannabis-related 
behaviors. However and despite not focused solely on cannabis, PortugalÕs experience proves 
that decriminalization and stopping the over-regulation of drug use does not equate to rampant 
drug use. In fact, by replacing punitive measures with structured health and social programs, 
Portugal witnessed a decline in both experimental and long-term over-all drug use, particularly 
among younger generations. With respect to the cultivation, use and/or sale of cannabis, HawaiÕi 
has the opportunity to follow this proven path and create a public health and welfare system that 
prioritizes human well-being over outdated enforcement and/or behavior control models.

Conclusion

The evidence is clear: transitioning HawaiÕi from a medical cannabis only state to a dual-use 
state is a far more effective approach than seeking to preserve the current regulations on cannabis 
cultivation, use and/or sale. HB1246 offers HawaiÔi an opportunity to continue it!s shift from 
ineffective, over-regulated, punitive policies to a model that fosters public health, social justice, 
and economic efficiency. By embracing this legislation, we can continue to undo the harms of the 
past and build a future where all members of our community have the support they need to 
thrive.

For these reasons, I strongly urge you to support HB1246.  Mahalo for your time and 
consideration.

Respectfully,

Robert Quartero
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HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 1:55:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erik Barton  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose because of past unhealthy addiction to marijuana and know/realize the ill effects of it. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 2:20:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Shorba Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Legislators, 

Please DO NOT Legalize Recreational Marijuana...and please oppose HB 1246! HB 1246 will 
have serious consequences for our keiki, families, and communities, including: 

Increased youth access and negative health impacts. 

Higher traffic risks  from drug-impaired driving. 

A thriving black market , despite regulation. 

Protect our home and our people from the negative efects of the recreational use of marijuana 
and DO NOT PASS HB 1246. 

  

Mahalo, 

Lisa Shorba  

 









HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 6:25:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephen Ziadie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly urge you to vote NO.  Legalizing cannabis will destroy our communities and our 
island the way it has done to towns in CA, AK, OR, WA, etc.  Cannabis destroys the reward 
center in the brain as well as all functions of a human's intellect.  We cannot afford any more 
harm to our Ohana. Please vote NO. The reason why smoking was banned in restaurants years 
ago was due to the danger of secondhand smoke. How much more dangerous is cannabis 
secondhand smoke?! I have upper respiratory medical issues and occasionally I'm sick with the 
stench (it is a stench) of cannabis while out in my yard and minding my business when neighbors 
illegally send their smoke across the street (carried by the wind). I cannot fathom what this will 
be like if it gets legalized. Lastly I work for an agency that prohibits drug use and out of risk of 
having my health and career ruined  by secondhand cannabis smoke is unacceptable.  
  

please vote NO!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 6:42:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Yasuhara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote No to HB1246. Mahalo, Patti Yasuhara 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 6:51:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Ziadie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1246. 
Legalizing use of cannabis will have serious consequences to our families and communities. This 
will allow increase access of cannabis to youth which may lead to negative health impacts, 
higher traffic risks from drug impaired individuals thus more negative impact to health/ lives. 

A friend of mine told me that she feels like a prisoner in her own home because her neighbor 
smokes cannabis daily and all that smell and smoke drifts into her home which causes respiratory 
issues & very unpleasant smell.... she has to shut all her windows daily.  

Our restaurants are now smoke free and so should our towns be cannabis free . We have enough 
chemicals in our food we don't need them in our air. 

thank you for voting NO 

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 8:40:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara J. Service Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Chair Kahaloa and committee members, 

Please support HB1246, the personal adult use of marijuana and also decriminalize drug offenses 
relating to marijuana or marijuana concentrate. 

Mahalo forallowing me to testify. 

Barbara J. Service MSW, 

Child Welfare Supervisor (ret.) 

Kupuna advocate 

  

Bderivatives. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/30/2025 10:13:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOHN L PANG Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill like I did last year. It is not good for society regardless of the times. 
Money does not justify recreational use of cannibalism. I am a pharmacist and spent my entire 
career making sure legal or illegal drugs are used appropriately. Keep the use medicinal only. Do 
not approve illicit cannabis use. It will destroy the fabric of our families, communities and 
education system. Once evil gets its foot into the doorway, it will jeopardize our morals and 
goodness. There is no safe space for cannabis in Hawaii. Keep Hawaii safe and clean.  
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HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 8:34:37 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly opppose HB1246 because the negative impact far outweighs any benefits. I'm most 
concerned about how this will breakdown the strength of our families and the negative effects it 
will have on our keiki. Please please do not pass this bill to protect the future of our keiki and 
ohana. 

Thank you and blessings! 

Erin Chinen 

Registered voter in Kaneohe 

  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 10:08:18 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie M. Lawson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying as a parent and as a grandmother, and as someone who knows intimately the 
dangers of cannabis and other drugs. This almost destroyed my life as a teenager and I'm now 
watching it have serious repercussions on the mental health of one of my children. Cannabis 
should be controlled solely for medical conditions and not be promoted for personal use. The 
consequences will be severe on our society. Don't just take my word for it,  take a look at what 
has happened in states like Colorado and California that have loosened the restrictions on 
cannabis. And also Oregon. Do your homework. Do not allow this to destroy our beautiful state 
of Hawaii.  
finally, we are a State that depends heavily on tourism. Families with children might think twice 
about vacationing in a state where cannabis is freely used and consumed. It's bad enough right 
now-I can smell cannibas  being smoked in our parks and recreation areas. Passing this bill 
would make it worse.  
thank you  
  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 12:41:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cindy R Ajimine Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE this bill moving forward and am appalled that despite having fought this in 2024, it's 
back again. Why?  
1) Other states who have legalized this are dealing with multiple negative issues.  
2) Our youth will be subjected to temptations to use, worsening social, emotional, physical, long 
term health. 

3) Potential for illegal black marketing (like we see with fireworks) & more crime.  

 







HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 1:03:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alton Uyema Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 1246 for the following reasons: 

1. Increased youth access and negative health impacts 

2. Higher traffic risks from drug-impaired driving 

3. Increased black market activity despite regulation 

  

Mahalo for your consideration! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 1:54:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Victor K. Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill and all bills related to legalizing marijuana.  The clear evidence 
from other "blue states" that doing so will be (and is) bad for our communities is overwhelming.  

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 2:38:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Legislators, 

  

My name is Joy Chinen and I stand in opposition to HB1246 because my heart is for our keiki. I 
am a grandparent with 8 grandchildren. With recreational marijuana, it would be so easy for our 
keiki to get a hold of it. I feel that this is sending the wrong message to our keiki. We all know 
that the marijuana of today is more harmful than in the past. The States that have legalized 
marijuana are facing tremendous challenges with keiki who are not doing well in school, with 
businesses that are having a hard time keeping their employees, and with an increase in  traffic 
accidents.   

If the main reason for legalizing marijuana is for government income, that is not a good 
reason.  The consequences are too great. Let's do what is good for our keiki.  They are our 
future.  

Please DO NOT LEGALIZE RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA.   

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 4:18:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chadwick Roldan  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB 1246 

Marijuana is a gateway drug and with more access to marijuana will only hurt our keiki of 
Hawaii nei. Aole 
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HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 5:17:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mamiko Carroll Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testifying in SUPPORT of H.B. 1246 to legalize adult-use cannabis. 

Mamiko Carroll 

Kaneohe 

 







HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 7:51:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacob Wiencek Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

Recreational cannabis use is legal in almost half the state. It brings in revenue while reducing 
burdens on local law enforcement. Our economy can get a much needed boost. 

In Hawaii specifically, our county police departments do not seriously enforce current cannabis 
consumption laws. I urge this Committee to SUPPORT this bill! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 9:14:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolyn Eaton Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chairs Tarnas and Kahaloa, Vice Chairs Poepoe and Kusch, and Members of the 
committees, 

My name is Carolyn Eaton. I am a resident of Makiki and I strongly support this bill.  By 
legalizing, regulating and taxing adult use of cannabis, the State can generate money for public 
health programs which address real problems like mental health care services, crisis intervention, 
supportive housing and youth education. 

Diversion from the criminal justice and corrections pathways for adults who choose to patronize 
licensed sellers for their own recreational cannabis use will help ease the stress on our courts and 
lower the numbers of people we have been sentencing to terms behind bars. 

In addition, this bill provides a pathway to record expungement for an individual's past 
marijuana convictions. 

Mahalo for your efforts to put behind us the massive overuse of incarceration for adult use of 
cannabis.  Let us spare our courts from having to adjudicate cases of adults who have done no 
harm.  I appreciate this opportunity to express my opinion. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 1/31/2025 10:37:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernelle Oku Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass this bill.  Do your research on the states that have legalized cannabis; it has 
not been good for the law abiding citizens of those states. 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 5:55:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Esther Gefroh Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am again writing in opposition of the recreational marijuana bill that is proposed. 

Our current society, especially here in Hawaii is turning away from following laws and now you 
want to reward those drug users by making it "Okay" to use drugs.  Marijuana is not safe nor 
should be used by anyone, anywhere.  Marijuana does alter the state of mind of the user and can 
adversely affect the unsuspecting public. 

Please vote NO to this dangerous bill. 

Sincerely yours, 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 8:56:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Phil Robertson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I think most jurors here in Hawaii do not believe Harry J. Anslinger's testimony to Congress in 
1937 regarding cannabis. I think a huge majority believe the LaGuardia Report from 1944 by the 
New York Academy of Medicine, which refuted most of Anslinger's testimony.  
  

I do not think American justice should incarcerate and give people criminal records based on 
lies.  
  

Thank you, 

  

Phil Robertson  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 9:15:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marla Berdon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose the legalization of marijuana 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 9:41:46 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charis Logan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother and active community member, including weekly volunteerism in our community's 
elementary school, please do not pass this bill. I am very worried that this bill will increase the 
accessibility of marijuana to our children. Although I appreciate the attempt to add regulations to 
the adult use of cannabis, within regulations is where I fear the accessibility will increase for 
minors. Thank you! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 9:53:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronald Gouveia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am against passage of this bill. It will increase youth access and have negative health 
impacts.  it will result in increased traffic riskes from drug-imparied driving. 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 1:29:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Gifford Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This measure is long overdue. If 24 other states can recognize the lack of harm posed by 
cannabis, especially in relation to other legalized recreational drugs, so can Hawai'i. It's obvious 
that the masses have already been comfortable enough evaluating the harm posed (and many 
benefits), long before legislatures. You can either legalize to regulate the industry and products 
and collect tax revenues and investments, or you can continue to perpetuate the failed War on 
Drugs, the further proliferation of the black market, and leave the community of users to face 
unnecessary harm. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 2:25:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin Ventura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge you to OPPOSE HB1246. 

We have huge problems with homelessness on all islands. How will legalizing recreational 
marijuana help with this problem?  

We have a huge problem with mental health issues.  How will legalizing recreational marijuana 
help with this problem?  

We have a huge problem with drug addictions.  How will legalizing recreational marijuana help 
with this problem?  

And we have too many traffic deaths.  How will legalizing recreational marijuana help with this 
problem?  

This bill is being touted as a way to raise money.  Other states have tried this and found out that 
the taxes raised through the sale of marijuana do not come close to covering the cost of the 
damage to individuals and families.  And if an impaired driver kills even one person on our 
highways, there is no amount of money to justify that! 

I urge you to vote NO on HB1246.  Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 2:54:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Penn Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Rep. Kristin Kahaloa and Vice Chair Rep. Matthias Kusch, 

My name is Barbara Penn and I reside on the Island of Kauai.  I am testifying as a kupuna who 
would like to see marijuana legalized in the State of Hawaii.  Marijuana is a much more safe and 
natural treatment for a variety of common ailments related to advancing years, compared to 
prescription pain medications. The aches and pains due to arthiritis is a very common complaint 
among seniors, myself included. This can be addressed with a small amount of CBD cream 
which is derived from the marijuana plant. This bill will allow more people to obtain this 
essential product without being afraid of the legal consequences associated with cultivation and 
distribution. I urge you to please SUPPORT this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Barbara Penn 

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 3:50:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wai H. Low Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representatives: 

This herb is used in Asia for many centuries to treat pain and other disoders and is part of 
Chinese herbal medicine. Passing this bill will lower dependency on opioids. Thank you for your 
consideration.  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 5:27:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Abellanida  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 6:37:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chanara Casey Richmond Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I live in HD 42 and I oppose bill 1246.  CANNIBUS IS NOT HARMLESS.  Chanara Casey 
Richmond 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/1/2025 10:50:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Daniel Chinen Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairs and Committee members, 

Please take strong consideration in opposing this bill. It will change the foundation of the 
families of Hawaii should this be legitimized. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 9:37:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiana Flores Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the legalization of recreational cannabis. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 9:41:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Shimabukuro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as I feel it will be harmful to our community. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 10:24:33 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ken Kondo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a recovering drug addicted that is blessed with a successful financial planning practice. Please 
kill bill HB 1246. 

  

  

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 11:37:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lucy Parkin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators and Chairperson: 

I strongly oppose this bill as I do no support the legalization of recreational marijuana.  I am 
deeply concerned for our youth that will entice and encourage them to be exposed and 
experiement such products.  It will also affect our families systematically opening doors to other 
probematic unwanted issues. 

Mahalo, 

Lucy Parkin 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 12:57:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Gonce Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong Support 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 1:43:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joyce Shimabukuro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1246. 

i am a mother and grandmother; I do not want my loved ones to be influenced by cannabis or be 
effected by anyone under the influence of cannabis.   For the sake of the citizens of Hawai'i stop 
this bill from passing. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 2:35:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doug Klunder Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Legislators, 

My name is Doug Klunder, and I'm testifying in support of HB 1246, a bill to legalize and 
regulate adult use of cannabis. Although I have been a resident of Hawaii (in Kahaluu) for over 
three years, prior to that I lived in Washington State for many years. I have seen first-hand the 
benefits of cannabis legalization and regulation, as Washington was one of the first states to do 
so, back in 2012. 

Decades of experience have shown that cannabis prohibition does not work. It does not make our 
communities safer, nor does it actually prevent people from using cannabis. Anybody living in 
our society is well aware that cannabis is easily available on the black market, and is widely 
used. Rather than eliminating trade in cannabis, all prohibition has done is turn that trade into a 
Wild West proposition, with no protections for consumers, making them extremely vulnerable to 
unscrupulous criminals who dominate the trade. Legalization and regulation will turn that trade 
into a safe business, where consumers can accurately know what product they're getting--not all 
cannabis is the same--and how to safely use it. It also *increases* public safety--rather than 
driving the trade to shady locations and shady characters, consumers will be able to safely shop 
in aboveboard businesses just as they do for every other product, without fears of violence if a 
"deal goes bad," or dealers using violence against competitors. 

Furthermore, there is no dispute that enforcement of the current law has disproportionate effects 
on communities of color, and wastes taxpayer dollars on unnecessary incarceration--in already 
overcrowded jails and prisons. Rather than the waste of taxpayer money on ineffective 
enforcement of prohibition of cannabis, we can instead turn the cannabis industry into a source 
of revenue for Hawaii government--enabling programs that *actually* increase public health and 
safety, including education and support of social services. 

Thank you for your consideration of this valuable legislation! 

  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 6:38:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doreen Morimoto  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please protect our beautiful state and keikis. 

I oppose legalizing recreational marijuana. 
It's a harmful drug, that's additive, and a gateway to more dangerous drugs.  Similar to cigarette 
smoking, it can lead to cancer, respiratory illness, heart attacks, and other medical conditions. 
  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 6:59:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leonard Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to submit this written testimony in opposition of House Bill 1246.  As a parent and 
teacher in our public schools I feel that the passage of this bill would be of great detriment to the 
young people of Hawaii and general population as a whole.   

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 7:12:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sandra Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I humbly oppose HB1246.  I believe the legalization of recreational marijuana will be 
detrimental to our children and teenagers. Studies show it can lower their IQ levels and increase 
psychosis as the THC levels have increased in marijuana.  The average THC content in dried 
cannabis has increased from around 3% in the 1980s to around 15% today. Some strains can 
have an average as high as 30% THC.  

It can also lead to increased crime rates as witnessed by Colorado's increase in crime following 
marijuana legalization in their state.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

 







HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 7:54:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bert Roy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1246 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 8:32:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cori Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I think criminalizing marijuana is an incredibly outdated practice. No one should be in jail for 
this anymore. As someone with multiple sclerosis, marijuana has also helped me immensely to 
manage my condition. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 8:49:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail J Lile Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

I strongly oppose this Bill to legalize Marijuana in Hawaii! 

Simply stated, we already have enough people breaking the law and smoking weed now in public 
and in their homes, with neighbors having to tolerate the smell and 2nd hand smoke.  Just 
imagine how much that will increase when it's legal. 

You only think about the tax money, but money isn't everything. This Bill will create a 
degradation of morals and crime in the communities of these Islands. I don't want my 
family seeing people blatantly smoking weed on the street. 

Mahalo, 

Gail J. Lile 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 9:52:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Loraine Cross Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I kindly request that you oppose HB1246.  I have first hand experience with many people who 
have used marijuana and it wreaked havoc in their lives and those around them. Other drugs and 
alcohol always accompanied the use of marijuana. It's consumption often lead to other illegal 
activities. Legalization would contribute to many more serious issues to our local society, which 
would become more costly and damaging.  Please find alternative legal ways to create revenue 
for our beloved Aloha state and her people.  It is hypocritical and insane to create new traffic 
offenses related to the consumption and posession of marijuana if it is legalized. Please do not 
jeopardize the public's safety with the legalization of marijuana which would cause marijuna 
users to think it is safe to drive while under the influence of this  gateway drug.  We will monitor 
and rememer how you vote on this issue.  Thank you for your desire to serve the people with 
integrity, as the people have trusted you to work in their best interest for a safer, better and more 
legally prosperous  Aloha state. Please steward your position wisely, as you are making decisions 
for the lives of others who have placed their trust in your integrity to do the right thing for the 
people. We will remember how you vote. Ua Mao Ke Ea O Ka Aina I Ka Pono.  Mahalo for 
making the right decision. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/2/2025 9:58:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Larry Veray Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I most strongly disapprove of this bill. It will definitely negatively impact our community. Once 
cannibus is legalized, it will cause grave damage to our young with even more access to this drug 
and other eatibles. 

 







HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 12:15:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Bence Individual Comments Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha e Chairs, Vice Chairs and Comittee members,  

Cannabis has saved my life several times on record, as a medical patient and a generational 
diversified organic farmer from Kula and was on the hemp task force I love this plant and want it 
to be legal for all adults; however, as currently written this bill will do more harm than good. 
This bill needs a lot of work to be something that could help local farmers, patients and 
consumers. 

The major problem with this bill is it treats what is still, unfortunately, a federally illegal 
substance, adult use cannabis, with federally legal hemp and potentially legal and currently 
accepted medical cannabis. The new office would cause added buracratic and cost hurdles that 
would not be able to be covered by the fees. The state waited far to long and now the national 
price of cannabis has plummeted and the bill acts as if the current price could justify such 
stringent regulation. 

The best way to legalize cannabis would be to set up a much simpler system with an office that 
has equal control from the stakeholders and not exclusively controlled by the governor. Make the 
social equity for those who have lived here at least 21 years and have been medicicinal patients 
and/or hemp farmers in district H2. These licenses should pay no fees, fines or taxes beyond state 
income and GET with no cost testing and no plant or quantity limits or tracking beyond that 
required by usda. The incredibly low price of the imported California cannabis at $200-$300 lb is 
only possible for Hawai'i farmers to compete with if we have a far simpler bill for a far more 
simple program that focuses on quality and the ability to legally export that world class produce. 
The goal of the bill of eliminating the illicit and import market will only be achieved if we 
become the only state to properly implement an adult use program to give social equity to all 
qualified local patients and farmers who made the adult use possible. Limitations on licensing 
won't work, an efficient market will naturally find equilibrium. If the bill and the office are made 
far simpler, more realistic in light of curent market prices it could be redrafted to help many 
severely disabled patients, farmers and consumers.  

Patients that need cannabis to survive should not be faced with any additional restrictions and 
should be allowed to each grow at least the federal threshold of 99 plants and sell any extra at 
sanctioned farmers markets. 





Page 8 section 7  

Ensure patients, farmers and consumers are able to make the majority decision as the majority 
stakeholders to help that the new state office does not veer into bureaucratic over regulation and 
taxation entity that would counteract the purported reason for the law and encourage compliance 
by limiting barriers to legal activity. 

Page 9 add section 9 

Research and support the potential export opportunities of hemp and medicinal cannabis to other 
states and nations under the current federal framework of the medicinal, marijuana and 
cannabinoid research expansion act, the current and any future Farm Bill or any other federally 
legal opportunities.  

Page 9 (2) 

This independent board is under control of the patients, farmers and consumers who are the 
stakeholders of the office to encourage participation, cooperation and confidence in the office 
and ensure it does not become a barrier that defeats the purpose of the bill by making the illicit 
market more attractive.  

Page 11 

End sentence with a period after condition. (the amount of cannabis needed by a patient and vary 
dramatically based on the individuals conditions. At least for the severely disabled patient group 
there shall be no limit on quantity) 

Page 21 add a section 3: 

Hemp microgreen as defined under USDA by development of alternative sampling protocols, by 
the hemp coordinator or their designee. The microgreens must follow the FDA guidance on 
hemp microgreens including label requirements and any state or federal regulations which apply 
to microgreen food safety. The office will support this research as another local food opportunity 
and help with market development. 

Add section 4: 

The office will encourage research with UH and K-State for the feeding and sale of hemp feed 
livestock products. 

Page 27 either change the second one or add a third one that says A medical patient with a 
debilitating medical condition that requires cannabis to survive and has been growing for a 
minimum of twenty one years in the state. 

Add a fourth one a USDA registered hemp farmer who has lived in the state for a minimum of 
twenty one years and has had a USDA hemp license prior to 2024  





  

  

  

  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 7:29:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Miriama Vakalalabure Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I completely oppose this bill! The youth and children of Hawaii, especially in high risk areas, are 
already being affected by canabis. Why would you, in good conscience, allow such a bill to pass 
that would affect their lives even more. For the sake of money, you would risk our future? 
People put their trust in you as law makers to pass laws that would be beneficial to Hawaii as a 
whole. This sounds like a bill that would benefit a minority financially while majority would 
have to pay for the consequences of your actions. Do whats best for Hawaii! Be the leaders you 
were placed there to be. Remember, at the end of the day, God is in control. God can remove you 
from your position if you are using it to pass laws that will hurt, more than help, the people of 
Hawaii. This bill needs to be thrown out, along with all these drug dealers and business men who 
are trying to push it into Hawaii Law!  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 8:16:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

dakin retzlaff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Let's join the rest of the western mainland in legalizing it finally please. Mahalo 

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 9:07:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

donn viviani Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am a Kailua resident.  Please pass this bill and legalize cannabis, so it can be controlled 
like any other substance that has both benefits and risks and there is significant public demand 
for.  Taking enforcement out of the criminal regime and into the civil will allow more efficient 
use of Hawaii's law enforcement resources.  Mahalo 

Donn Viviani 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 9:17:24 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Texeira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because I believe mariuana is a gateway drug to other stronger and more 
dangeraius consequences for our society.  

 









HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 9:43:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Arima Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To me this is a common sense decision to not allow recreational marijuana to be legal. 

What message is that sending to our young people? 

Have you heard the testimonies of police officers who have to deal with marijuana users on the 
road? 

Have you studied other states who have legalized this? 

I think you will find that it just makes common sense to not legalize recreational marijuana if we 
want our people to be happy, healthy, and safe! 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 9:45:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen Klemme Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a retired RN of 42 years I am adamantly opposed to legalization of Marijuana.  Our society 
does not need another legal form of mind altering substance!  Patients can obtain medically 
prescribed Marijuana to help control their symptoms.  Instead of promoting another "drug" 
please promote policies that strengthen our society, prioritze health, well-being, strengthen 
families, solve homelessness and not "normalize" drug use.  Please vote NO on HB1246. 

 



https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94G/Section17






HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 10:02:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Shimizu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

Thank you for holding a hearing to allow the public's voice to be heard. 

We can see from other states that have legalized the use of marijuana the negative impacts it 
has.  Testimony heard from numerous leaders in our community must be considered and taken 
seriously.  Please vote NO on this bill. 

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 10:16:59 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Pullman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm a lawyer from California who moved to Hawaii five years ago to serve as a public defender. I 
am also a 54 yr. old adult user of cannabis. After being normalized to the legal status of cannabis 
in CA, I feel like I'm being treated like a child in Hawaii, subject to search, confiscation, and 
fining. Hawaii is the only "blue state" in the US to prohibit the adult use of cannabis. Red states, 
Montana, Alaska, Arizona, and Missouri join all blue states in ending the senseless 
criminilization of adults who use cannabis, a far safer drug than legal alcohol or tobacco.   
 
The measly 3 grams that are decriminalized in Hawaii is less than the standard quantity sold, so 
that a normal purchaser is already above that limit. Decriminalization still subjects the user to 
search, seizure, and fining. Such enlightened states as Mississippi and Nebraska allow for 30 
grams. Hawaii is behind the times.  
 
In my work as a public defender, I see how this tragedy unfolds, wreaking havoc on the lives of 
the Hawaiian people, native and otherwise. Just the other day a defendant was sentenced to 30 
days in jail for possession of the marijuana equivalent of a pack of cigarettes. This is shocking 
and egregious. Legalization of Cannabis in Hawaii is long overdue. Please end the tragedy of 
cannabis prohibition in Hawaii once and for all.  

 



Testimony 2025 Adult Use Cannabis Bill 
 
 
Aloha Chairs, and members of the committees, 
 
BIO: My name is Mark T. Rothstein, M.D. I have been a licensed physician in Hawaii since May 
2004 (License No. MD-11535) and in Ohio since October 1974 (License No. 35.037876) with 37 
years of “on the ground” clinical experience in Appalachia Ohio as a board-certified family 
physician. I was also a physician commissioned officer in the U.S. Public health Service serving 
in Appalachia for 3 years, Vinton County Coroner (Ohio) for 8 years, Director of O’Bleness 
Hospital Wound Center, the Senior Vice President of OhioHealth O’Bleness Hospital and 
Executive Director of a large multispecialty physician group for 7 years. I am the Medical 
Director of Green Aloha Ltd., one of the existing eight legal medical cannabis license holders 
and sole licensee for Kauai. I have completed over 53 hours of approved American Academy of 
Family Medicine Continuing Medical Education Hours (CME) specifically on medical cannabis 
topics. I am a strong supporter of HB 1246. 
 
INTRO: I will leave to others to discuss the benefits to Hawaii regarding the potential generation 
of future tax revenues this bill could likely produce (estimated “tax revenues from $34-53 million 
dollar “1 to $82 million dollars with an additional 3375 new jobs2). In addition, HB 1246 gives the 
Attorney General more tools to curtail the sale of illegal cannabis and other cannabis-like 
intoxicating drugs.  
 
The most common complaints that my adult patients have complained about are pain, anxiety, 
sleep issues, and the general ailments of aging. They come seeking prescription medications as 
they have already the found insufficient efficacy from over-the-counter drugs. Many have tried 
cannabis with good results but have been averse to go through the illegal illicit market and many 
are reluctant to go through the expensive and burdensome process of enrolling in the relatively 
new medical cannabis program. Some just don’t want to be “registered by the government” or 
are afraid it might interfere with their “right to own a gun”! Instead of taking strong prescription 
drugs, many with significant side effects, HB 1246 would provide an easy avenue for our adults 
to obtain safe, tested and labeled cannabis for these ailments. 
 
 For many years supporters of marijuana prohibition have promoted an exaggerated potential 
for harm and have spread misinformation about cannabis’s impact on society. Some of the very 
same misleading and erroneous statements are being promulgated again during this year’s 
legislative session.  
 
 I will try to limit my forthcoming comments to some of the misinformation regarding the mostly 
medical aspects of legalizing adult cannabis use. 
 
 
   ADVERSE EFFECTS OF CANNABIS: There is no medication, commercial product, 
substance, or even food that is completely without any adverse effects. At least as applied to 
some portions of the consuming population. Cannabis is no different. However, it is far less 
harmful than portrayed by its critics. Cannabis must be dosed and consumed properly. There 
are some people that should never use cannabis and may be at greater risks of significant 
adverse effects. But as examples, we do not ban peanuts because 0.5% of adults have peanut 
allergies. We do not ban penicillin because 10% of people are allergic. We do not ban alcohol 
because almost 11% of adults abuse alcohol. We do not even ban tobacco products though we 



know it can cause lung cancer! A responsible society places age limitations, licensing 
restrictions, product labels about proper dosing and content, and educational and warning 
information about these products. This is what HB1246 does. 

CANNABIS AND MORTALITY. The Institute of Medicine (IOM) report Marijuana and Medicine: 
Assessing the Science Base states that “epidemiological data indicate that in the general 
population marijuana use is not associated with increased mortality”3. Again, let us contrast 
cannabis to tobacco and alcohol products. “Tobacco smoking is the leading preventable cause 
of death in the U.S. It is estimated that there are over 480,000 deaths caused by cigarette 
smoking each year”.4 “Excessive alcohol use was responsible for about 178,000 deaths each 
year during 2020-2021, or 488 deaths per day”5. The risk of death due to direct cannabis use is 
negligible. Most of these rare deaths6 were not due to direct cannabis toxicity but rather 
associated circumstances like traumatic injury or pre-existing conditions exacerbated by 
cannabis use. In a study reported in the Journal of Nursing Scholarship, in Florida for the 6-year 
period from 2014-2020, there were 386 deaths that may have been related to the use of 
cannabis products. However, 258 of these deaths (67%) were due to synthetic cannabis, 
substances that are sold illegally by the illicit market and in smoke shops. These products are 
specifically not permitted by HR 1246.  

CANNABIS AND CANCER. Pooled analysis in an article in the International Journal Cancer that 
investigated the association between cannabis smoking and lung cancer risk found, once the 
data was adjusted for concomitant tobacco use, that there is no association. Studies that have 
suggested a possible association were not adjusted for the smoking of the mixture of tobacco 
with leaf cannabis or with individuals that also smoked tobacco separately7. In contrast, tobacco 
smoking and lung cancer have been conclusively linked since the 1950s. More recently there is 
also growing evidence that links alcohol consumption is linked to at least 7 types of cancer8. 
 

CANNABIS USE DISORDER. It is widely known that tobacco and alcohol can be addictive. 
There is a Cannabis Use Disorder too, but its prevalence among adult cannabis users is similar 
to the prevalence of alcohol use disorder but lower than nicotine dependency9.  

In addition, legalizing adult use “cannabis at the state level does not increase other substance 
use disorders or use of illicit drugs among adults and, in fact, may reduce alcohol-related 
problems, according to recent Colorado University at Boulder research”10.     
 

CANNABIS AS A GATEWAY DRUG: “There is no consensus of causality that cannabis is a 
gateway drug. Researchers disagree on whether marijuana…use leads a person to use more 
dangerous drugs like cocaine or heroin”.11,12 According to the CDC, “There is limited evidence 
suggesting that marijuana increases the risk of using other drugs”13. Alternate explanations like 
the “common factor” model suggests that certain individuals may have an underlying propensity 
for drug use not specific to any one substance. Also, environmental and social factors, rather 
than the pharmacological effects of cannabis, may play a significant role in drug use 
progression.  In addition, cannabis illegality has brought cannabis consumers into contact with 
people (i.e. the illicit market) who also sell more harmful substances and in general there has 
been very little enforcement of smoke shops that sell untested cannabis without a license and 
illegal cannabis related products and even psychedelics. 
 
 Rather, my experiences has made me appreciate that cannabis can be an “exit-drug”. I have 
seen a considerable number of my patient’s use cannabis as a substitute for stronger and 



more dangerous drugs that they had been taking for pain, anxiety, sleep issues, and the general 
ailments of aging. Most surprising to me is that I have also seen some opioid abuse disorder 
and PTSD patients successfully use cannabis to reduce their symptoms. 
    
 
CANNABIS AND ADOLESCENTS: As of March 2024, there are 24 states that have legalized 
recreational marijuana for individuals aged 21 years and older. As support for legalization 
increases there are legitimate concerns that this will encourage youth marijuana use. It is a fact 
that there are certain adverse mental health impacts with associative cognitive and academic 
effects with adolescent cannabis use. We have heard this in public testimonies here at the 
legislature in the past year and undoubtably we will hear them again this year. But the facts just 
do NOT link Recreational Use Laws with increased marijuana use in adolescence. In fact, the 
data suggests the opposite: 
 
 In my testimony last year, I quoted the Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Nora 
Volkow. She testified at a March 23, 2022 Senate Health, Education and Labor & Pensions 
committee hearing, and said: “in the United States, legalization by some states of marijuana has 
not been associated with an increase in adolescents’ marijuana use.”14. Even more recent, the 
American Medical Association (AMA) has published two significant studies in 2024 regarding 
adolescent cannabis use in STATES WITH RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA LAWS. On April 15, 
2024 a study was published by JAMA Pediatrics that found marijuana legalization and retail 
sales were NOT associated with increased adolescent cannabis use15.The key findings in this 
study were that recreational cannabis laws were not linked to higher likelihood or frequency of 
cannabis use among teens; and that with each additional year after the enactment of these 
laws, there appears to be even less cannabis use in adolescents. Also, the opening of retail 
markets was not associated with increased cannabis use among teens; and in general, 
legalization was associated with modest DECREASES in cannabis, alcohol and e-cigarette use. 
Another research article published in JAMA Psychiatry also had similar results with NO 
evidence that recreational marijuana laws were associated with encouraging youth marijuana 
use and legalization was not associated with current marijuana use or frequent marijuana use 
among adolescents 16.  
 
So, we see that the cannabis related opposition to HB 1246 that specifically link the passage of 
this legislation with the likelihood of increased adolescent cannabis and other drug (“gateway 
effect”) use are just not backed by the acts. What we do hear from the opposition is anecdotal 
and frequently hyperbolic.  
 

 
DUI AND OTHER CRIME: “Many of the social ills that opponents warned about a decade ago 
have not come to pass”.  In Colorado, “DUIs and crime did not explode following legalization. 
And several studies have shown that opioid and deaths have actually declined in states 
following legalization”17.  Also, it should be noted that much of the statistics that show driver’s 
behavior was “marijuana linked” are erroneous. It has been established that blood testing for 
THC has very limited reliability in detecting recent cannabis use. This is because THC can be 
detected in a person’s blood for up to 30 days! Therefore, the detection of THC levels in blood 
does not consistently correlate with impairment or recent use18.. 
 
 
HIGH-POTENCY CANNABIS: The other recent common argument against cannabis is that 
modern marijuana products have increased in potency. While this is definitely true, some 
perspectives are applicable. People have different tolerances and different rates of metabolic 



degradation of substances. Cannabis products have a wide range of potency. Likewise, almost 
every pharmaceutical medication comes in varying dosages. Alcohol products also vary in 
potency. Beer, wine and hard liquor vary dramatically in alcohol content. Standard beer has 4.5-
5% alcohol content, wine averages about 12%, while hard alcohol spirits have an average of 35-
60% alcohol content. It should not be surprising or problematic that the products sold in retail 
cannabis stores have a varying degree of the active ingredient (THC content).  A person is 
highly unlikely to drink the equivalent of a “six pack” quantity of hard whisky or take a handful of 
medicine without being aware of proper dosing. Similarly, an adult consuming a cannabis 
infused product will quickly learn what dose is appropriate. A higher potency of cannabis just 
means a smaller amount is required to get the desired effect. This becomes especially 
significant and desirable with smokable cannabis products. The higher-potency argument of 
modern cannabis is actually an argument for passage of HB 1246 as its regulations require 3rd 
party testing and labeling of contents, potency and dosage of all the cannabis products sold by 
the licensee. The “illicit market” has no such constraints.  
 

  
ILLICIT MARKET: There are 6 DOH inspectors for our 8 legal medical license holders. Our 
license alone has had 6 inspections at our facilities in 2024 alone. There are very strict 
surveillance requirements at all our facilities. Over the last 8 years, the 8 legal medical licensees 
have proven that they follow the rules.  In contrast, there is the robust Illicit Market in Hawaii. 
There is almost no enforcement of their illegality. They sell untested, unlabeled, and untaxed 
cannabis, cannabis related products and psychedelics.  If one is truly concerned about 
cannabis use in adolescents, cannabis potency and contamination with bacteria, mold, 
pesticides, and heavy metals, then let’s enforce the existing laws against illegal sales and 
extend the rules and regulations to the adult population as they already exist in the medical 
cannabis space. The Illicit Market is responsible for the adulteration of cannabis with other more 
dangerous drugs as well as extending the availability of illegal dangerous drugs in general (like 
so-called “synthetic marijuana”, K2 and Spice, which are NOT cannabinoids)19. Smoke shops 
sometimes openly sell these and other harmful psychedelic products. If the legislature really 
wants to protect the people (and specifically the children) of Hawaii, it will pass laws that would 
focus attention and enforcement toward these kinds of illegal sales.  

Passage of the HB 1246 will reduce the influence of the Illicit Market, just as the repeal of 
alcohol prohibition in the 1933 led to the almost complete elimination of the sale of “moonshine” 
and will allow law-abiding businesses to operate successfully. The law will extend the present 
medical cannabis rule requiring a government issued I.D. requirement to legally purchase 
cannabis, preventing those under 21 years old from purchasing cannabis at licensed retail 
stores. It would also require proper testing and labeling for potency and contaminants to all 
future legal license holders. Enforcement of this law will be necessary to truly accomplish the 
goal of reducing adolescent use and protect adult consumers.  

 

WAR ON DRUGS 

 
Cannabis is not a new substance. It was first domesticated about 12,000 years ago in China. 
The earliest evidence of the use of cannabis as a versatile herbal medicine dates back to 2700 
B.C.20  
 



Prohibitionists in Hawaii may think that they are winning the “war against cannabis” because 
they killed the legislation and regulation in last year’s Hawaii legislative session. They are trying 
hard to thwart the enactment of HB 1246 this year. However, this war against cannabis use has 
already been lost21 a long time ago. The marijuana illicit market here in Hawaii exists outside of 
any taxation, statute, administration, testing or reporting criteria, or control over adolescent 
availability. Cannabis use is ubiquitous in Hawaii, as it is elsewhere in this world. Bans have not 
worked.  

But what we can accomplish here in Hawaii is what has already occurred in 24 states (and the 
District of Columbia and the two U.S. territories of Guam and North Mariana Islands). These 
places have chosen a logical approach to cannabis use through the passage of reasonable 
adult-use cannabis bills. Instead of banning cannabis and just ignoring the illicit market, they 
have chosen to regulate it. 58% of adult Hawaii residents favor legalizing recreational 
marijuana”22. Hawaii residents have overwhelmingly supported an adult-use legislation. I am 
quite confident that if Hawaii had a constitutional process for voter referendums or ballot 
initiatives, as exists in many other states23, this would have occurred several years ago. Our 
only pathway here in Hawaii is through the legislative process. I strongly urge you to pass 
HB1246. 

Warmest Aloha and thank you for considering my testimony, 
 
Mark T. Rothstein, M.D. 
Medical Director Green Aloha Ltd 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

aloha, 

To start, i'm not a marijuana user but many, if not most, of the people i know are in varying 
frequency. Those people are hardworking, tax paying citizens -- mothers, fathers, uncles, aunties 
and grandparents. It's clear from public surveys and scientifice evidence, that our state is far 
behind the curve in passing the legalisation of marijuana for recreational use, and for more good 
reasons than i will go into here. Suffice it to say that people who aren't criiminals are still rotting 
away in our jails for possessing pot while adults can drink alcohol til they're flat on their faces. 
marijuana doesn't make people violent like alcholhol does. And the dependency factor, though 
still possibly out for aournd-the-edges study, shows quite clearly that alcolhol is physically 
addictive while marijuana is not.  

yes, there should be age and other sensible limits to the use of all drug-like substances, but this 
law is out of touch and, frankly, it's hard to even see where it came from. Mars? Where is the 
sceintific proof that smoking marijuana causes homelessness? holy moly.  

are we going to be a benevolent state whose laws are based on science and even financial 
responsiblity (since marijuana is a hugely valuable crop) or a radical right-wing state run by 
people who are out of step and even in disbelief of science and reality? the latter is where this 
bill would take us.  

vote "NO" on HB1246 -- a regressive, cruel, ignorant piece of legislation.  

mahalo for your attention and willingness to see the facts.  
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Michael plumhoff deschedule.earth Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

HB 1246    

Written Testimony  

OPPOSE  

  

I, Michael Plumhoff of deschedule.earth  CLERK  

HOW DARE YOU - call cannabis1548*  Recreational  

We see you are  following Colorado 2012 misdirection  calling it Recreational or Adult use   

ALL cannabis is health and wellness based on scientific fact that 144 cannabinoids are in the 
whole natural plant and 150 conabs. are in the Human body  

We the people of the  Slave thinking Plantation minds of Hawaii Islands see the abuse of 
power  and the controlling USA corporation LAWS  are being forced on us  

We see how you are using this bill to law to keep the whole plant in a get high box  

NA NA   Cannabis is Foodfirst.us  it is energy  it is fire resident building materials  

Where is the public hearing on all the other uses  

Where is the hearing on the breach of public trust  Sherman antitrust act false claims act  

Equal Protection Clause     ALL of this is coming out  - yeah we talking real story here  

EMBARRASSING ON NOTICE  by the real real Canna Community  

  



NOTE: When will we see the affidavit from all elected officials they are not conflict out - 
compromised - extorted or otherwise captive by big Cannabis big pharma dark money  

  

 This is  trash garbage dog water  controlling bias legislature    

 



 
 
 
ALOHA, I am Lynn Last Rothstein, a 75-year-old businesswoman, former 
public-school teacher, artist, and past president of a well-known arts 
organization. 
 
 I have used medical cannabis for several years. I have never progressed 
to hard drugs of any kind. I use cannabis at home the same way as 
someone who has a glass of wine or a beer a few times a week.  
 
 I don’t like to drink alcohol for several reasons. It has recently been linked 
to increases in at least 7 different cancers. “Nearly 4%of cancers 
diagnosed worldwide in 2020 can be attributed to alcohol consumption 
according to the World Health Organization. In the United States alone, 
about 75,000 cancer cases and 19,000 deaths are estimated to be 
linked to alcohol each year”.  This is true for breast cancer, which I have 
had. Studies have shown that as little as one drink a day increases breast 
cancer risk in women. 
 
I abstain from cannabis when I travel. Even after 3 weeks abroad, I have 
absolutely no cravings or withdrawal symptoms. I have heard arguments 
against cannabis related to the potent strains currently available. I believe 
this is disingenuous since the STRONGER the cannabis the LESS I 
consume to get the desired effect. 
 
I support this HB 1246 legislation. I would like to walk into a licensed shop 
to buy cannabis legally and know it has been tested for adulterants, 
pesticides, molds, heavy metals and potency. 
 
 I also have no desire to support the “illicit market” where federal, state and 
local taxes aren’t paid, and products aren’t tested. Without government 
regulations it can be sold to minors. 
 
 Legal, licensed dispensaries are appropriate for adults over 21. This has 
worked in 24 states and opioid overdose deaths have declined in states 
following legalization. Recent studies have also revealed that there has 
been no increase in adolescent cannabis use or other drug use in states 
that have legalized adult-use cannabis. I believe that a robust legal market 
can reduce the influence of the illicit market in much the same way as the 



end of Prohibition reduced moonshine, “rumrunners” and speakeasies and 
its associated criminal activities.   
 
I urge the committee to support HB 1246. 
 
Mahalo for your time 
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Comments:  

Due to the great financial havoc the Federal government is creating. Our state needs as many was 
to raise funding for schools, feeding our children in schools fix the infrastructure and provide for 
our homeless.  
By looking at the numbers of States that have made marijuana legal, it is our responsibility to 
help our State.  
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lois Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not make Canibis legal in Hawaii.  Oregon tried this , and was disaster out. They are now 
trying to overturn the disastrous law in Oregon.  Kill this bill  
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Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Stand in STRONG OPPOSITION!!!  
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Comments:  

To Our Respected Representatives: 

Please accept my written testimony in opposition to legalizing recreational marijuana. As a drug 
and alcohol industry professional with 25 years of experience, I have seen the detriment of 
recreational use. The normalization of acceptance tells our kids that marijuana is good for them. 
That their parents do it, so it is ok for them, as well. The marijuana industry will tell you that 
they will not market to the younger people. That will end up being a false narrative, as evidenced 
by the marketing tactics they use in other states. One only needs to review the Quest Diagnostics 
Drug Index Survey to see the trends of all illicit drugs and how they have changed in light of 
recreational use. It took us decades to reduce smoke inhalation and lung cancer due to the 
advance marketing of the industry. Are you will to jeopardize the lungs of future generations? 
Have you contaced your peers in other legal states to see how they fared with legal marijuana? 
Have you notice the even Amsterdam has place guardrails on the use in that country? Tax 
money? In Alaska, the marijuana sellers are now asking for tax relief, even though THEY set the 
number upon legalization. Why? Because the black market undercuts them and that is unfair, in 
their opinion. Recreational weed sets you up to need new departments, new enforcement, testing 
facilities, and monitoring. It increases crime as those establishments are targets due to their large 
grow operations. It drives other business out, as being located next to a grow operation, the smell 
infiltrates your space. It drives down tourism because people don't go on vacation to inhale your 
weed at the beach. We also must recognize that, as of today, we do not have a scientific 
understanding of what "under the influence" is for marijuana. In Alaska, legal recreational was 
set to be in your home, not in public. Instead, there are people smoking marijuana, on the way to 
work, with kids in the car. Laws around that will need to be established. However, with no idea 
of what "under the influence" is, it will be difficult to win a case, regardless of the reason for the 
charge. Think of it like alcohol, .08 has been determined to be the number we can agree to work 
around. We do not have sugch a designation for marijuana. Also, even in a traffic stop, we do not 
have a field ready test that will hold up in court. There are breathalyzers being developed, 
however, I do not think we will see those in markets for a few more years. As a testing 
professional, we currently test for marijuana in many ways, urine, hair, nails, saliva and sweat. 
All require laboratory verification, especially for situations with a legal challenge. That takes 
time. Unlike alcohol, where we have the science in the breathalyzer to get a result immediately, 
we don't have that for marijuana. You could get blood, if there is a facility that can run that test 
quickly. AND provided that a licensed phlebotomist is available to perform the venipuncture. As 
you can see, there is so much more that goes into legal recreational use, and frankly, we are just 
not ready for it. 



Currently, on the Big Island, there are few places that you can go and not encounter illicit use. 
It's sad to see that our elders and keiki must transit areas where they are being assaulted by the 
odors. Shameful, we should do something about that. All that being said, we must recognize that 
we also have huge issues with other drugs. Narcan distribution is critical, at this point in time, as 
is absolute arrests for fentynal. But those are conversations for another day. 

I am available for futher conversations, should you wish to have them. With 25 years in doing 
this work, as a founding member of the National Drug and Alcohol Screening Association, and a 
member of the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in Alaska. I live in Hawaii most 
of the year, so I have a strong bond with what is happening on the island. As a homeowner on the 
Big Island, I want my neighborhood to be free of crime and drug use. I desire safe places for my 
grandkids to play and smoke free areas to breathe the lovely Hawaii breezes. 

I implore you to take my notes into consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Renee Schofield, CEO 

TSS, Inc 

78-117 Holua Road 

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for wanting the best for Hawaii and want you to no that I am opposed to this bill 
HB1246 because my fear for the children using this drug. Please protect their future and vote 
against it. Mahalo! 
Sydney Suzuki 
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Comments:  

I support recreational legalization of marijuana. 
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Comments:  

I am writing to support HB 1246.  Few people undertand what cannabis is and I've never met a 
lawmaker that actually knew anything of substance about it.  Here is what it is.  The marijuana 
plant produces chemicals called cannabinoids.  All creatures above the insect also profduce this 
class of chemicals, called, ENDOCANNABINOIDS (internal marijuana).  Clinical research 
shows they are vital for longevity, resistance to diseases and conditions, support psychological 
flexibility when a creature experiences a change in environment and they are so vital to life, that 
all mother's milk is loaded with them.  That is what marijuana/cannabis is, a plant that produces 
these same class of chemicals.  There is no honest state interest in what adults do with cannabis 
in their personal lives.  We already have impairement laws on the books regarding the public 
sphere.  Pharmacuitical marijuana (Marinol/Dronabinol), is stronger than natural marijuana and 
comes with this recommendation. "Do not drive or do other activities that require alertness or 
coordination until you know how dronabinol affects you."  In other words, once a person is 
familiar with the effects, they should be capable of functioning normally doing these 
activities."  People of course, should drive in a clear headed state and those above are the official 
guidelines.   Historically the, "Oldest evidence of marijuana use discovered in 2500-year-old 
cemetary in peaks of western China.  THC levels in braziers show mourners along the ancient 
Silk Road inhaled."  There is NO compelling state interest in the state inserting itself into the 
affairs of adults, regarding personal use of cannabis and it is time to modernize (or more 
accurately, from a historcal perspective, to RENORMALIZE our relationship to this plant.  

Please vote YES ON HB 1246.  Some additional information regarding cannabnis.  Recently, an 
archeological excavation found the residue of burnt cannabis in a sacramental bowl in an 
important Hebrew Temple, establshing that cannabis was a holy sacrament to the Hebrews, a 
practice common at the time in the region.  There have been Biblical scholars going back a 
generation (starting with Sula Benet), who state that the healing oil of Jesus primary ingredient 
was canna bosem, "fragrant reed" ie. cannabis.  The noxious Cannabis Prohibition Laws were 
first sold to the public under the umbrella of a white supremacist ideology ie. "marijuana made 
white women seek out black and Mexican men for sex" and the public was told it was a, "threat 
to the sanctity of the white race."  That's an ugly start to a policy (marijuana prohibition laws), 
that needs to be dumped, so these racist, counterproductive laws can take their rightful place in 
the ash heap of history.   Please vote YES on HB 1246.  Mahalo. 
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Comments:  

Dear Hawaii State Representative, 

 
As we decide what should be accomplished at this year's Legislative Session, please consider the 
following.. 

  

Please vote 'No' to the legalization of recreational marijuana in the State of Hawaii (HB1246). 

  

Why? Here are 6 good reasons... 

  

1) It is illegal on the Federal level, and in 26 of 50 United States the use of recreational 
marijuana is illegal - let's not become a part of the radical minority. 

  

2) Legalized marijuana creates steep costs for society and taxpayers that far outweigh its tax 
revenues. 

  

3) We already have enough problems with drunk drivers on our roads. If this bill is passed, we 
will have drivers under the influence of marijuana who might crash and kill themselves (and 
perhaps others, including you and your family). The State of Colorado, where recreational 
marijuana use is legal, has reported that marijuana-related traffic deaths rose 62 percent. 

  

4) What are we telling our children? And how many of them will become addicted to marijuana, 
which, studies show, harms the brain and will increase mental health problems? 



  

5) The use of marijuana can lead to the use of other, more harmful drugs like cocaine or heroin. 

  

6) It is opposed by the Honolulu and Maui Police Departments, the state Department of 
Transportation, the Honolulu Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, the Coalition for a 
Drug-Free Hawaii, and Hawaii Family Forum. 

  

Mahalo nui for your time and consideration. 

  

Most sincerely and with Aloha, 

  

Patrick Rorie (Hawaii resident since 1987, tax payer, voter) 
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Comments:  

I am strongly opposed to the legalization of marijuana because of the impact it has had on my 
family and others I've seen, growing up, my parents started using it casually, and it eventually 
led them down a dangerous path to harder substances. I've witnessed firsthand how seemingly 
harmless use can spiral into addiction and cause significant damage to both individuals and 
families. Its not just about the marijuana itself, but about the broader implications for public 
health, safety, and the well being of future generations  
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Comments:  

From: Chrissie Brown 

Date: 02/03/2025 

Testimony in Support of HB1246 

Aloha, 

I am writing to express my strong support for HB1246, which seeks to legalize adult-use 
cannabis in Hawaii and establish a comprehensive regulatory framework. This bill is a critical 
step towards creating a fair and inclusive cannabis market that benefits the state, businesses, 
patients, and consumers. 

Horizontal Business Model: It is essential to adopt a horizontal business model that makes the 
industry accessible to local farmers and entrepreneurs. This approach ensures that the economic 
opportunities created by legalization are available to a broader range of residents, rather than 
being monopolized by a few large corporations. A horizontal model fosters competition, 
innovation, and economic growth within our communities. 

Learning from Maine:  Hawaii does not need to reinvent the wheel when it comes to cannabis 
regulation. The state of Maine has successfully implemented a regulatory framework that 
supports all stakeholders involved. By drawing on Maine's experience, we can create a system 
that is effective, efficient, and supportive of local businesses. 

Dispelling Outdated Myths: The current monopolized market is anchored in antiquated 
propaganda and unfounded fears surrounding cannabis. Extensive research has demonstrated that 
cannabis has significant medical benefits and is less addictive, harmful, and intoxicating than 
alcohol. It is imperative that Hawaii offers adults the option to use cannabis, particularly given 
the regulatory approach to alcohol within the state and across the nation. 

Room for Diverse Enterprises: The comparison between large-scale and small-scale cannabis 
businesses can be drawn from the beer industry. Just as there are major corporate breweries like 
Budweiser coexisting alongside thousands of craft breweries, there is ample opportunity for both 
large and small cannabis enterprises to thrive. The "Big 8" dispensaries, with their established 
brands, investments, and efforts, will still have significant opportunities, if not more, to succeed 



in a dual market. This inclusive market structure encourages innovation, diversity, and consumer 
choice, benefiting the industry as a whole. 

Overregulation Concerns: I caution against overregulating all aspects of the cannabis plant. 
We must ask ourselves if breweries, bars, and stores are held to the same stringent regulations for 
producing or selling alcohol? Is it truly the dangers of cannabis that requires such standards? For 
exmaple, Why not have peanut butter in cases in stores to protect people with allergies, over 200 
people die each year in the USA from coming into contact with it. Where is the line for the 
governments role in protecting the population? Overregulation of cannabis to protect the public 
from unfounded dangers is nonsensical and expensive. A balanced approach is necessary to 
ensure public safety while promoting industry growth. 

In conclusion, I urge you to support HB1246 and help move Hawaii towards a more progressive 
and equitable cannabis policy. This bill represents an opportunity to create a fair, inclusive, and 
economically beneficial market for all of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Chrissie Brown 
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Comments:  

I am writing to oppose HB1246.  Aside from the usual key reasons such as the negative health 
impacts especially for young people (all of the same issues with smoking cigarettes), higher 
incidence of traffic and work related accidents, and the potential for an explosion of unregulated 
sales of cannabis by individuals and groups, the main reason I oppose this bill is the very sad 
impact it has had on friends and people I have known. 

Like alcohol, some people can not stop using it excessively, have significant health impacts, 
and/or have a significant negative cognitive and reasoning decline to the point that they ruin their 
lives. 

To make recreational marijuana legal is to put Hawaii as saying to all our citizens that it is ok to 
use it and thus encourage a great expansion of its use. 

It does not make sense to encourage more products that can deeply harm some of our 
citizens.  The purpose of laws should be to protect our ohana from potential harm. 

  

Please vote No. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

I support legalization and I support ensuring the rights of all of the farmers in our community to 
continue to grow for the community and I support caregiver's rights to grow on behalf of those 
who can't grow on their own. Please protect our medical patients and allow them to transfer. 
Please re-instate the caregiver program to have more patients per caregiver. We want equity for 
farmers, no limitation for canopy size for ag land. Thank you, Michal Cohen, LCSW 

  

 





HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 1:19:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Gibson-Viviani Individual Support In Person 
 
 
Comments:  

TO: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS and COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEMS 

FROM: Wendy Gibson-Viviani RN/BSN, Co-chair of the American Cannabis Nurses 
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����0�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���&�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V��
Reform 

Hearing DATE/TIME: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 

PLACE:  State Capitol Conference Room 325 and Via Videoconference 

RE: HB1246 In Strong Support of Adult-use Legalization 

  

Dear Committee Chairs, Tarnas and Kahaloa, Vice Chairs, Poepoe and Kusch, and 

Honorable Members of the Committees, 

  

My name is Wendy Gibson-�9�L�Y�L�D�Q�L�����,�¶m an RN who has lived in Hawaii for 31 years, worked on 
reforming drug laws and advocated for medical cannabis patients for 10 years. 

As a Cannabis Nurse Educator, I am devoted to educating other healthcare professionals about 
medical cannabis safety and endocannabinoid system health. I serve as a Co-chair of the 
Education and Research Committee of the American Cannabis Nurses Association. 

�,���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���)�L�H�O�G���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���'�U�X�J���3�R�O�L�F�\���)�R�U�X�P���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���I�R�U�������\�H�D�U�V�����,�Q���������������,��
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���'�X�D�O���8�V�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H�����,���D�P���Q�R�Z���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L��
Alliance for Cannabis Reform. 

�,�¶�P���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���Z�K�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��most damaging 
effects of cannabis use are NOT from actual ingestion of cannabis, but are largely the result of 
the criminalization of hundreds of thousands of non-violent users. 



The harms from mass incarceration and involvement in the criminal justice system have 
damaged the lives of more than 15.7 million U.S. citizens�² and have disproportionally 
criminalized and incarcerated people of color.  

Racism has created a Public Health Crisis in Hawaii. Please refer to HCR112 from 2021 entitled 

 �³�5�D�F�L�V�P���D�V���D���3�X�E�O�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K���&�U�L�V�L�V�´�� This states . . . Native Hawaiians are overrepresented 
in state prisons, jails, and the school-to-prison pipeline. One of the reasons I support HB1246 is 
that it has a provision to try to address social Inequity. 

In 2023, President Biden instructed the FDA to reassess the placement of cannabis in the 
Schedule I drug category of the CSA (a category reserved for the most dangerous substances 
with no medical use).  The FDA concluded that cannabis does NOT belong there and advised the 
DEA to reschedule it to a less dangerous category �± Schedule III 

The FDA explained that cannabis use: 

�‡          Poses a low-risk threat to public health 

�‡          Has less potential for misuse than drugs in schedule I or II classes 

�x Has legitimate (generally accepted) medical use for at least 15 conditions 

The FDA also said that a vast majority of people who use cannabis �± do so in a manner that 
does NOT lead to dangerous outcomes to themselves or others. They noted that cannabis is 
less toxic and less harmful to the body, less addictive and less likely to cause violent or reckless 
behavior �± than alcohol. 

As a responsible adult who does not drink alcohol, I should be free to choose to use a product 
that is SAFER than alcohol�² legally. And, because alcohol WAS legalized for adult use, we 
have safety controls on product quality and sales, so adult consumers know what strength 
they are buying. We can do the same with cannabis legalization. 

I am part of a growing network of healthcare professionals who also see potential health 
benefits from legalization. For example: 

�x Data collected from states that have legalized�² show that when cannabis use goes up, the 
use of opiates, benzodiazepines and alcohol goes down.  

o These are the top three substances that people overdose on every single day in 
the U.S. Reducing use of these more harmful substances may lead to less 
overdose deaths, less drugged driving, and less damages to health. 

�x �/�H�J�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���H�[�S�D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���0�H�G�L�F�D�O���&�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Q�R�W���D�O�O��
�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���W�U�H�D�W���D�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���O�L�V�W���R�I���³�T�X�D�O�L�I�\�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�x A recent study suggests that cannabis consumers have lower rates of obesity and 
subsequent health conditions such as diabetes. 



�x The US DHHS had a patent on cannabinoids (including THC and CBD), claiming that 
they are neuroprotective and antioxidant agents, useful in minimizing brain injury  from 
�W�U�D�X�P�D�W�L�F���L�Q�M�X�U�\���R�U���L�V�F�K�H�P�L�F���V�W�U�R�N�H�����D�Q�G���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���X�V�H�I�X�O���L�Q���7�5�(�$�7�,�1�*���$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�¶�V����
�3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���+�,�9���'�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D�V�������6�H�H���8�6�����'�+�+�6���S�D�W�H�Q�W�������������������� 

�x People use cannabis in religious practices and to enhance healthy lifestyle practices. It 
has historically been paired with yoga and mindful meditation. It is used in sports: 
ultramarathoners are using cannabis at the 25 and 50-mile markers, to enhance their 
performance and in exercise recovery. 

I believe that Former President Jimmy Carter said it best when he spoke to Congress in 1977. He 
said that  �³�7�K�H���S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D���G�U�X�J���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���P�R�U�H���G�D�P�D�J�L�Q�J���W�R���D�Q��
individual than the use of the drug itself�² and where they are they shou�O�G���E�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���´ 

We do know that the penalties for possession (think mass incarceration) have been more 
damaging than the actual use of cannabis. Our laws need to be changed so that we can stop 
normalizing the criminalization of people who want to be responsible cannabis users. 

Please support adult-use legalization through HB1246. It contains the guardrails needed to 
support public health and safety.  I believe that with good public health education programs, we 
can minimize the projected harms. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. I will try to be available for any questions. 

Wendy Gibson-Viviani RN/BSN --Kailua 

Cannabis Nurse Educator. Medical Cannabis Patient Advocate 

CannabiseducationHI@gmail.com 

(808) 321-4503 

 



Please Pass HB1246 and move it Forward.  It is Important to me because: 
�x It is a Safe alternative to Alcohol Consumption or Cigarette Smoking.  
�x It will reduce the Black Market Sales and provides Safer Alternatives.  
�x Allow Smoking of the Cannabis Flower in areas where Cigarette Smoking is Allowed.   
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CALVIN T CHINEN Individual Oppose In Person 
 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB 1246 

Dear Honorable Members of the Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs Committee and the Agriculture 
and Food Systems Committee,  

Thank you so much for serving the people, the aina, and the culture of Hawaii!  I am grateful for 
each one of you for your sacrificial service and aloha for all of us. 

We already have Medical Marijuana and there is no need to legalize recreational 
marijuana.  Those who really want it have easy access to it already.  It is the best deterrent that 
we currently have in protecting our keiki.  Already, the top disciplinary issue in our Middle and 
High Schools is vaping.  If we legalize recreational marijuana, youth will have an even easier 
access to marijuana even though they are prohibited.   

Marijuana has already been proven time and again to be harmful to youth and children and this 
will make it even more accessible.  This legislation will surely affect the trajectory of the lives of 
many young people.  They will be on a pathway of destruction and heartache 
for themselves, their families, and their future spouses and children.  The dollars that the State of 
Hawaii make will be paid for on the wasted and destroyed lives not only of the users but upon 
the innocent children as well.  We all know that this is true.  We all have friends and family 
members who have already gone down this path.   

There are many beautiful places in the world- beautiful islands, beaches and mountains but 
everyone knows that Hawaii stands out!  What makes us so special? Our ALOHA! Our greatest 
attraction and commodity.  Aloha in our people and our families. Our Aloha is known around the 
world.  It is what makes Hawaii so special.  This bill will NOT perpetuate, enhance or grow 
ALOHA.  Please vote no. 

Aloha, 

Cal Chinen  
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Jael Esther Simonson 
Tunick 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

THIS BILL IS A FRAUD, IT DOES NOTHING FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND 
EVERYTHING FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE DISPENSARIES!  ABSOLUTELY ZERO 
RESEARCH AMONG CANNABIS USERS TO DETERMINE OUR NEEDS, 
LEGALIZATION USING THIS METHOD WILL BE A TRUE FAILURE BY THE 
GOVERNMENT.  HOW CAN YOU SET UP A NEW SYSTEM OF RECREATIONAL 
CANNABIS WHEN YOU CAN'T EVEN PROPERLY PROVIDE FOR YOUR CURRENT 
MEDICAL CANNABIS PATIENTS HERE IN HAWAII?  DISPENSARIES CONTINUE TO 
PRODUCE PRODUCTS THAT DON'T EVEN MEET THE MINIMUM REQUIRED DOSAGE 
FOR HEAVY USERS WITH CHRONIC PAIN LIKE MYSELF--LEFT WITH ONLY WHAT 
THEY PROVIDE, I WOULD BE BANKRUPT WITHIN A MONTH FOR LESSER QUALITY 
PRODUCT THAT STILL WON'T MEET MY NEEDS.  WHERE ARE THERE PEOPLE 
LOOKING AFTER OUR INTERESTS?!  THIS IS ACTUAL LIFE AND DEATH HERE FOR 
SOME OF US, NOT A GAME OF COMMERCE.  YOU NEED TO GIVE US THE PEOPLE 
THE ABILITY  TO GIVE INPUT AND THE POWER TO HELP MAKE SOMETHING THAT 
WILL ACTUALLY BENEFIT THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII, NOT JUST A FEW WEALTHY 
BUSINESS OWNERS.  AFTER ALL, IT WAS INTERESTS SUCH AS THOSE THAT LED 
TO THE ILLEGAL OVERTHROW OF THE HAWAIIAN KINGDOM.  DON'T REPEAT 
HISTORY'S MISTAKE. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

This is a cynical bill in that the state at the expense of our citizens both directly and indirectly 
stands to make revenue by taxing the sale of marijuana. 

This is a bad bill: negative, dark. sad and full of misery. 

Please re-think what you are proposing.  I urge you to vote NO on this bill. 

I strongly oppose HB1246 and vote NO.  We want the people of Hawaii bright-eyed, sharp in 
mind, and genuinely cheerful.  Not re-eyed, dull, and stoned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alfred Hagen 
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Drew Daniels Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support the legalization of a dual-use market. Converting local farmers and traditional 
market operators into a regulated and taxed framework will generate significant tax revenue, 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�D�I�H�W�\�����H�P�S�R�Z�H�U���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�
�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V, support tourism, and set up 
�+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���Z�L�W�K���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H���W�R���E�H���D���O�H�D�G�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���F�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\��
becomes an exportable crop nationwide. 

�&�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���L�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���R�I���L�W���L�V���F�K�H�D�S���L�P�S�R�U�W�H�G���I�O�R�Z�H�U��
from other markets that have failed testing or are federally legal hemp and THCA products 
ordered directly off the internet. By not creating and enforcing a framework like HB1246 does, 
we are not capturing this tax revenue and encouraging these gray area operators to send untaxed 
money out of state while selling untested products to minors. 

You can find a list of resources further proving the positive social impacts cannabis legalization 
can have here. 

Mahalo for your considersation of the community's input and the democratic process. 
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Comments:  

Testimony in Opposing HB1246 / SB1613 - Relating to Cannabis 

To: Members of the Hawaii State Legislature 

February 3, 2025 

Dear Honorable Members, 

I am writing to express my opposition to HB1246 / SB1613 and all efforts to legalize and 
commercialize cannabis in the State of Hawaii. 

To begin, cannabis is not the same drug it was even some years ago. Over the past 50 years, 
the concentration of THC �± the main psychoactive substance in cannabis �± has increased 
approximately 10-fold. This potency is what drives its danger, particularly its effects on 
anxiety, insomnia, depression, and psychosis.  

When regulations on cannabis are relaxed, overall use increases, and not just among those 
over the age of 21. Studies have found that less restrictive cannabis policy environments are 
associated with increased past month use among both adults and youth (Pessar et al. 2024).  

This spillover effect of use among youth is particularly troubling. Adolescent onset of 
cannabis use is associated with more neurocognitive deficits compared to those who initiate 
use in adulthood (Mashhoon et al. 2019). An analysis of four large epidemiologic trials 
found that cannabis use during adolescence is associated with reductions in the odds of 
high school completion and degree attainment in a dose-dependent manner (Silins et al. 
2014). Cannabis consumption in adolescence is associated with increased risk of 
development of major depression in young adulthood, and suicidality, especially suicidal 
ideation (Gobbi et al. 2019). This starts with legalization: Statistics show a 9-14% greater 
risk for suicide-related mortality in 14- to 16-year-old youth living in states where 
recreational marijuana is legalized (Hammond et al. 2024). Cannabis also creates an 
increased risk of traffic accidents, already a major issue in Hawaii: in one study, cannabis 
use led to significant impairments on complex and novel driving -related tasks, as well as 
perceived driving safety and ability for up to 5 hours after use (Ogourtsova et al. 2018).  



When cannabis is sold in stores, it is consumed in more ways. Cannabis legalization has 
been associated with increased use of alternative methods of consumptions (e.g. vapes, 
edibles) which are known to contain higher THC concentrations (Borodovsky et al. 2017). 
Importantly, the youth use of cannabis concentrates is associated with greater progression 
to long-term cannabis use (Barrington-Trimis et al. 2020). Thus, as cannabis regulations 
are relaxed, its use becomes heavier, as well as more chronic.  

One of the most important consequences of this use is the development of cannabis-induced 
psychosis. Studies have demonstrated this association repeatedly. For instance, in 
Colorado, there has been observed a positive association between the number of cannabis 
dispensaries and rates of emergency department visits for psychosis in (Wang et al. 2022). 
Adolescent cannabis exposure predicts up to a twofold increase in risk of developing 
psychosis and schizophrenia in adulthood (Levine et al. 2017). This association is highly 
variable based on underlying genetic risk �± something nobody learns of until it is too late. 
For the genetic category corresponding to the bottom fifth of those at risk, cannabis use 
increases the odds of psychosis by 7%. For those genetically predisposed to be in the 
highest fifth, cannabis use increases the odds of psychosis by 67%. These numbers are 
based on a UK Biobank of over 100,000 individuals (Wainberg et al. 2021). In an even 
larger dataset, rates of schizophrenia attributable to cannabis have increased 3-4x over the 
past 20 years among 7 million people in Denmark. This is thought to be due to increases in 
THC potency over that period (Hjorthoj et al. 2021). 

These numbers may seem like impersonal statistics, but I can assure you based on my 
experiences in the hospital and clinic that the damage done to human lives is all too real. I 
have observed and treated numerous patients and their families who have had their lives 
severely disrupted by cannabis use. My concern is that this danger will skyrocket if 
cannabis is legalized and commercialized in our state. I again urge you to vote NO 
on HB1246 / SB1613. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

�5�����3�L�¶�L�P�D�X�Q�D���.�D�F�N�O�H�\�����0�' 
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Comments:  

Dear Hawaii Legislative Committee and Representative, 

My name is Chayanin Hamada or I go by "Jing", and I am a child and adolescent psychiatrist 
working in both inpatient and outpatient settings in Hawaii. I am writing to strongly oppose the 
legalization of marijuana in our state due to its devastating impact on adolescent mental health. 

In my clinical practice, I have seen numerous cases of teenagers developing cannabis-induced 
psychosis, often presenting with paranoia, hallucinations, and severe cognitive impairment. 
While some improve after stopping marijuana use, I have also encountered patients who continue 
to experience hallucinations and persistent psychotic symptoms long after cessation, raising 
concerns about permanent neuropsychiatric damage. 

Scientific evidence supports these clinical observations. Studies have shown that regular 
cannabis use in adolescence increases the risk of developing schizophrenia and other psychotic 
disorders, particularly in those with genetic predispositions (Volkow et al., 2014). The risk is 
even higher with high-potency THC products, which are increasingly common in legalized 
markets (Di Forti et al., 2019). Furthermore, marijuana use has been linked to worsening 
depression, anxiety, and suicidal behavior in youth (Gobbi et al., 2019). 

Legalization has led to increased adolescent access and use in other states, despite regulations 
meant to prevent this. Colorado, for instance, saw a rise in marijuana-related emergency visits 
among adolescents after legalization (Wang et al., 2018). Hawaii should learn from these 
experiences rather than repeat their mistakes. 

The mental health consequences of marijuana use in teenagers are too severe to ignore. As a 
psychiatrist, I find it terrifying to witness more young patients experiencing life-altering 
psychiatric conditions due to cannabis use. We must prioritize public health and protect our 
youth from the known harms of marijuana. I strongly urge you to vote against legalization to 
prevent a future mental health crisis in our state. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me at chamada@dop.hawaii.edu if I 
can assist you with more information.  



Sincerely, 
Chayanin "Jing" Hamada, M.D. 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist 
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Comments:  

I believe it's time for Hawaii to fix its medical program and get the state to move forward with a 
legal adult use program. I believe it is crucial that in legalizing we invest the time effort and 
funds to do it right. Our medical program example is a perfect reason to see why it needs to be 
taken seriously and allocated for so that the right changes are made and the right people who are 
apart of our communities help in creating an industry in Hawaii. Not only would it help jobs and 
locals to acquire licenses and opportunities it's crucial we make sure it stays Local and that local 
farmers are not only included but supported in these programs in making sure they are able to 
participate In a market. We also need to make sure the taxes and funding goes to the right places 
and not a general excise tax fund. A good program needs the money and support of the state to 
succeed. If we want to have any industry we must do it right the first time. Licenses need to go to 
locals and we need to be supported in making sure the right people qualify. This state has many 
able and willing farmers makers and craftsmen that can and should qualify for these licenses and 
opportunities. It is the states obligation to need to get these people in place to help get 
community involved.  
It's no secret that cannabis is here and always has been. Our state has the opportunity to truly 
secure a great legal program that enriches our communities and helps our state overall for 
longevity in this world growing market place. I have and continue to participate in this industry. 
More than willing to help in anyway make sure this is done right. Hawaii really needs to stake 
their flag in this industry, it will allow locals to provide for their families and our communities be 
enriched not broken down. We all know what non legal states see. Floods of illegal and failed 
products enter their streets. Fixing that is educating and providing access to clean medicine for 
the people. The current dispensaries had had plenty of a head start on locals and others trying to 
provide good clean medicine for our state Cannabis is continuing to prove itself to be a healing 
plant and our communities not only need this our state as a whole has the opportunity to really do 
it right. I can be reached via this email or anyone in the community should be able to contact me. 
Chad Miller Madchiller  
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Comments:  

I most strongly oppose HB1246.  I oppose laws that fail to protect our children, community and 
island homes.  There is too much to lose in supporting this type of bill which impacts all 
communities and  socio economic classes. 

  

While proponents argue that legalization will bring economic benefits and criminal justice 
reform, the counterarguments include an increase in usage and dependence, and worse, an 
increase in adolescent use, from the age of 12 to 20, when teens were most likely to try 
marijuana for the first time. 

  

In a time when individuals are looking for healthy choices for themselves and their 
family.  Legalizing marijuana is a step backwards in promoting healthy living. Children want to 
grow up to one day to create a family of their own, and parents desire to raise compassionate, 
successful adult children.  

  

I have witnessed the negative impacts that recreational use of marijuana has had on family 
members, which include poor decision making like dropping out of high school three months 
before graduation, a lack of drive or motivation to keep a steady job to support oneself, stealing 
�I�U�R�P���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���I�X�Q�G���R�Q�H�¶�V���G�U�X�J���K�D�E�L�W�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���K�R�P�H�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V��   

  

HB1246 should not be passed.  

  

 



HB-1246 
Submitted on: 2/3/2025 1:56:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/4/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aimee Donzis  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Subject: Testimony in Opposition to HB1246 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I am submitting testimony in strong opposition to HB1246. While the bill aims to support 
infrastructure development, it lacks critical protections and commitments to Hawaiian and local 
farmers, small businesses, and social equity applicants within the cannabis industry. The current 
language fails to ensure that the benefits of this legislation will be equitably distributed, leaving 
too much room for outside interests to dominate the market. 

Key Concerns: 

�‡���1�R���&�O�H�D�U���6�R�F�L�D�O���(�T�X�L�W�\���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���± The bill does not establish safeguards to prioritize local 
farmers and small businesses, opening the door for larger, external entities to take control. 

�‡���'�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���'�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q-Making �± Instead of securing these protections now, the bill leaves crucial 
details to be figured out later, which historically leads to loopholes that disadvantage local 
stakeholders. 

�‡���'�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���W�R���$�P�H�Q�G���$�I�W�H�U���3�D�V�V�D�J�H���± Once a bill becomes law, making meaningful changes is far 
more challenging. This bill should be fully developed with community input before passage, not 
left open-ended for adjustments later. 

Request to the Committee: 

I urge you not to pass this bill in its current form. Instead, take the time to work with local 
farmers, small businesses, and community stakeholders to draft a truly community-derived bill�²
�R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���D�F�F�H�V�V�����S�U�R�W�H�F�W�V���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���O�R�F�D�O���L�Q�Gustry, and prevents outside 
manipulation of the market. This issue is too important to rush through without these necessary 
safeguards. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration, 

  



Aimee Donzis  

aimeedonzis@gmail.com 
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