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This proposed subsection will clarify that while a person invited by a patient may be 

present at a birth occurring at a location other than a birth facility, a person invited by a 

patient cannot engage in the practice of midwifery without a license, regardless of 

whether any compensation is involved, unless under a qualifying exemption. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Comments:  

Access to care - given the oppurtunity it really works and is safe! 

I appreciate the opportunity to write a note regarding the support of HB1194 with a few 
amendments. 

  

My name is Susan Lawler, LM ,CPM 

www.susanlawlermidife.com 

https://thebirthinginn.com/ 

  

I am living in the waikola region on The Big Island and hoping to support pregnant women and 
their families during their childbearing  and postpartum period. With the adoption of HB1194 
and amendments  

I little bit about me, I have successfully owned and operated a free-standing childbirth facility 
accredited by CABC in Washington State,  the gold standard for this operation 
is  https://birthcenteraccreditation.org/ 

This center has been open since 1999 with over 3000 successful out side the hospital births, and 
the support of the local community of OB/GYNs and our transferring hospitals. I operated and 
owned the center over a 20 year period. I myself have delivered over 1000 babies with no 
adverse outcomes serving only low risk healthy mothers. In order to pursue and offer the same 
family support and access to care that I offered in Washington state, I recently sold the center to 
my back-up OB in September of 2023. I also have family on the island (my mother and siblings) 
of childbearing age and want them to have the same opportunities that I was able to give in 
Washington.   

http://www.susanlawlermidife.com/
https://thebirthinginn.com/
https://birthcenteraccreditation.org/


Safe access to care useing free-standing birth center is one way to remedy the maternity desert 
that many communities find themselves in. Here is a beautiful example of the birth center that 
could operate on the island. https://thebirthinginn.com/ 

As a licensed certified midwife in Washington state I have the privlidge of  limited 
prescriptive authority for the CPM. CPM/LM's are able to work in Washington, with full 
integration of this credential, we can work in both a birth center and the home environment, 
without being overseen by a physician or having an registered nurse involved. My being able to 
do so contributes to excellent outcomes and helps solve the maternity desert problem for low risk 
healthy mothers. 

I am also seeking your support for the HAA Suggested Amendments for the CM, I currently 
am partnered with a CM to provide midwifery services. www. ohiamidwifery.com.   Please 
support the CM as a viable pathway to an advanced midwifery practice credential. It is a 
credential that will contribute to Hawai'i-based midwifery students being able to accomplish a 
graduate level education in midwifery - in order to practice midwifery- without the burden of a 
nursing education & lifelong maintenance of a separate nursing credential and license. 

Thank you very much for taking a minute and reading and/or just taking a look at the websites 
links I provided. 

Please support HB1194 with the suggested amendments. 

Mahalo, 

Susan Lawler, LM , CPM 

  

  

  

 

https://thebirthinginn.com/


mailto:acnmhawaiiaffiliate@gmail.com
https://files.hawaii.gov/auditor/Reports/1999/99-14.pdf


http://hawaiimidwives.org
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/HRS_457-Nurses0716.pdf
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/HAR-89-C.pdf
https://midwife.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Definition-of-Midwifery-and-Scope-of-Practice-of-Certified-Nurse-Midwives-and-Certified-Midwives.pdf
https://midwife.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Definition-of-Midwifery-and-Scope-of-Practice-of-Certified-Nurse-Midwives-and-Certified-Midwives.pdf
https://midwife.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CNM-CM-CPM-Comparison-Chart.pdf


https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/HRS_457-Nurses0716.pdf


https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/HAR-89-C.pdf
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/HRS_457-Nurses0716.pdf


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol13_Ch0601-0676/HRS0624/HRS_0624-0025_0005.htm




file:///C:/Users/monica.MIDWIVES/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/N8X6A2WC/www.midwife.org


file:///C:/Users/monica.MIDWIVES/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/N8X6A2WC/www.midwife.org
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000050/ACNMCoreCompetenciesMar2020_final.pdf
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000050/ACNMCoreCompetenciesMar2020_final.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000051/standards_for_practice_of_midwifery_sept_2011.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000051/standards_for_practice_of_midwifery_sept_2011.pdf
https://www.internationalmidwives.org/assets/files/general-files/2019/10/icm-competencies-en-print-october-2019_final_18-oct-5db05248843e8.pdf
https://www.internationalmidwives.org/assets/files/general-files/2019/10/icm-competencies-en-print-october-2019_final_18-oct-5db05248843e8.pdf








https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2019/bills/GM1133_.PDF__;!!Phyt6w!fBRXoRoqVBtymA8zet17e3O29tl-SPUgieC_cqgH2YG4S7_WGd2ws8nuMM8bOJikt6V2LviKGLcvXsikol3iPvR4aA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2019/bills/GM1133_.PDF__;!!Phyt6w!fBRXoRoqVBtymA8zet17e3O29tl-SPUgieC_cqgH2YG4S7_WGd2ws8nuMM8bOJikt6V2LviKGLcvXsikol3iPvR4aA$


https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2020/09/midwivesbirthattendantdisclosureform_20200922.pdf






https://www.washingtonmidwives.org/2022.html






https://narm.org/pdffiles/recert.pdf
https://narm.org/pdffiles/CIB.pdf






https://narm.org/certification-recertification/mbc/faq/
https://usmera.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/US-MERA-Joint-Meeting-Report-April-2014.pdf
https://usmera.org
https://usmera.org
https://internationalmidwives.org/resources/essential-competencies-for-midwifery-practice/
https://internationalmidwives.org/resources/essential-competencies-for-midwifery-practice/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0026H/HRS_0026H-0002.htm


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0026H/HRS_0026H-0002.htm






https://www.aclualabama.org/en/news/alabama-courts-extreme-ruling-puts-ivf-treatments-risk


https://pacificbirthcollective.org/resources/Documents/AG%20LETTER-%20HRS%20457J.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2023/bills/SB1_SD2_.pdf


https://narm.org/about/advocacy/midwifery-research/








https://narm.org/
https://www.credentialingexcellence.org/Accreditation/Earn-Accreditation/NCCA
https://www.nacpm.org/who-is-nacpm-1
https://www.nacpm.org/the-cpm-credential


https://usmera.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/US-MERALegislativeStatement2015.pdf
https://usmera.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/US-MERALegislativeStatement2015.pdf
https://internationalmidwives.org/


mailto:office@acluhawaii.org
http://www.acluhawaii.org/
https://www.nacpm.org/nacpm-core-documents?rq=core%20






https://www.nmhealth.org/publication/view/report/5123/
https://www.nmhealth.org/publication/view/report/5123/


https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/Midwifery_Report_2019.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/Documents/Birth/2015-oregon-home-birth-report.pdf
mailto:hawaiipatriotrepublicans@gmail.com






Mahalo nui loa for your leadership, 

With Profound Aloha and Steadfast Support, 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 

Ohana Unity Party, Chairman 

www.Ohanaunityparty.com 

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. 

 



HB-1194-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/26/2025 11:37:55 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 4/1/2025 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

M. Chong Testifying for Zen Den 
Midwifery Comments Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

We offer comments on the current draft of HB1194 HD2 SD1. Please amend this bill to HB1194 
HD2 as it was a clean bill. The SD1 amendments do not support the continuation of a licensure 
program as it undermines its purpose. As professionals the Zen Den team cannot support this bill 
as written and we strongly urge committee members to eliminate the SD1 amendments and 
restore this bill to the prior version, HB1194 HD2.  
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Date:  April 1, 2025   
From:  Hawaii Medical Association (HMA)   
Jerald Garcia MD - Chair, HMA Public Policy Committee    
    
RE HB 1194 HD2 SD1 RELATING TO MIDWIVES- Midwives; Practice of Midwifery; Scope of 
Practice; Certified Midwives; Certified Professional Midwives; Licensure; Requirements; License 
Renewal; Prescriptive Authority; Peer Review; Data Submission; Medical Records 
Position: Comments  
  
This measure would make midwife regulatory laws permanent; clarify the scope of 
practice of midwifery; establish licensure requirements for certified midwives and certified 
professional midwives; grant global signature authority to licensed midwives; establish 
continuing education requirements; grant prescriptive authority to licensed midwives 
practicing as certified midwives and amends the list of approved legend drugs that may 
be administered; establish peer review and data submission requirements; affirm that the 
practice of midwifery does not include Native Hawaiian traditional and customary 
practices; clarify exemptions from licensure and grounds for refusal to renew, reinstate, 
or restore licenses; clarify medical record availability and retention requirements for the 
purposes of medical torts. 
 
Hawaii is rich with cultural and ethnic diversity, and all healthcare professionals must 
actively listen to patients, discuss their cultural beliefs and practices, and respect the 
choices of expectant patients and their families regarding prenatal care, delivery/birth and 
follow up care for the mother and newborn.   
 
HMA supports the intent of the measure to clarify scope and requirements for state 
licensure  of midwives , and the amendments recommended by the Hawaii 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs .     
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However, HMA has serious concerns in version HD2 SD1 for proposed 1) midwife  
licensure via the PEP pathway and 2)  exemption of midwife services when no 
compensation is contemplated, charged or received.  HMA does not support these 
changes, as they decrease the standardization, quality, accountability and patient 
protections of the previous version.  
 
Pregnancy and childbirth are not without risk, and an expectant patient may include 
attendant(s) of their choice for their delivery plan. With limited exceptions, HRS 457-J 
requires anyone assisting a patient during pregnancy to possess a license, and this 
chapter regulates midwifery in Hawaii. The licensure of midwives in Hawaii ensures that 
midwives meet minimum education and training standards so that patients and families 
are able to make informed choices.  
 
Most of the midwives who have been licensed by HRS 457-J live and practice in rural 
communities and on neighbor islands. Licensure has increased access for birthing 
people in rural areas to certified professionals. Additionally, the State Auditors report on 
the regulation of midwives released January 2025 concluded that the state's policies 
support the continued regulation of the practice of midwifery in the form of full licensure. 
 
HMA supports the intent of this measure to continue midwifery licensure and access to 
midwife care for expectant patients and their newborns in Hawaii.  
 
Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify in with comments on this 
measure.  
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Comments:  

In support of HB1194 only with the following additional amendments to support well rounded 
CPM midwifery care and families of Hawaii.  We've made it easy for you to find and 
underrstand the needs of the CPM midwives.  Remember we are not nurses or medical providers, 
but unique specialized midwifery care providers. Please consider the amendments to perfect this 
bill. 

�3�5�2�7�(�&�7���7�,�7�/�(���³�/�,�&�(�1�6�(�'���0�,�'�:�,�)�(�´���)�2�5���&�2�1�6�8�0�(�5���3�5�2�7�(�&�7�,�2�1�����1�2�7��
MIDWIFE:  

�x Amend HRS 457j-5(a)  
Beginning July 1, 2020, except as provided in this chapter, no person shall engage in the 
practice of midwifery, or use the title "midwife", "licensed midwife", or the abbreviation 
"L.M.", or any other words, letters, abbreviations, or insignia indicating or implying that 
the person is a licensed midwife without a valid license issued pursuant to this chapter. 

  

PEP Amendment #1  

Definition of Qualified Midwife Preceptor is in HRS 457J-2 from the 2019 law; it needs to 
be amended to include PEP students and all MEAC school approved instructors  

    Page 26 Line 12-13 

2.  �%�\���D�P�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���³�F�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H�´���D�Q�G���³�F�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H�´���D�Q�G��
�³�T�X�D�O�L�I�L�H�G���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H���S�U�H�F�H�S�W�R�U�´���W�R���U�H�D�G��  

�³�4�X�D�O�L�I�L�H�G���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H���S�U�H�F�H�S�W�R�U�´  means a licensed and experienced midwife, or other maternal 
health professional licensed in the State, or midwifery education accredited council school 
approved instructor who participates in the clinical education of individuals pursuing their 
certification through the North American Registry of Midwives or is enrolled in a midwifery 
education program accredited by the Midwifery Education Accreditation Council or 
Accreditation Commission For Midwifery Education and who meets the criteria for midwife 
preceptors set forth by the applicable organization. 



  

PEP Amendment #2  

Protection of pep students 

Page 29 Lines 13-17 

(3)  A student  who is currently enrolled in a an accredited midwifery educational program or 
under the direct supervision of a qualified midwife preceptor; provided that the practice of 
midwifery is incidental to the program of study engaged by the student; 

  

CPM Amendment #3  

Remove international standards; Instead replace with National standards  

Page 9 Line 13-21  

(2) Complying with the Essential Competencies for Midwifery Practice, Standards of Practice or 
successor document, as defined by the International Confederation of National Association of 
Certified professional Midwives, or the North American Registry of Midwives, or successor 
organization; provided that the International Confederation of National Association of Certified 
Professional Midwives and the North American Registry of Midwives  shall have no legal 
authority over the director and shall have no legal authority or powers of oversight of the director 
in the exercise of the director's powers and duties authorized by law. 

  

CPM Amendment #4  

Remove Nurse-Midwife standards as a requirement; Certified Professional Midwives are 
not Nurses 

    Page 10 Lines 12-21 

(a ) A midwife shall  continually assess the appropriateness of the planned location of birth and 
shall may refer to the American College of Nurse-Midwives Clinical Bulletin Number 61: 
Midwifery Provision of Home Birth Services (November 2015), or succeeding document, for 
guidance, taking into account the health and condition of the midwife's client; provided that the 
American College of Nurse-Midwives shall have no legal authority or powers of oversight over 
the director in the exercise of the director's powers and duties authorized by law 

  



CPM Amendment #5 

Add in definition   

    Page 24 Line 5-6 

1. By adding in five six new definitions to be appropriately inserted and to read:  

�³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���0�L�G�Z�L�Y�H�V�´���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��
professional organization for Certified Professional Midwives. 

  

Reproductive Rights Protection Amendment #6 

Remove expiration date 

Page 30 Line 1- Page 31 Line 18 

(5)  A person acting as a birth attendant on or before July 1, 2023, who: 

     (A)  Does not use legend drugs or devices, the use of which requires a license under the laws 
of the State; 

(B)  Does not advertise that the person is a licensed midwife; 

(C)  Discloses to each client verbally and in writing on a form adopted by the department, which 
shall be received and executed by the person under the birth attendant's care at the time care is 
first initiated: 

(i)  That the person does not possess a professional license issued by the State to provide health 
or maternity care to women or infants; 

(ii)   That the person's education and qualifications have not been reviewed by the State; 

(iii)   The person's education and training; 

(iv)  That the person is not authorized to acquire, carry, administer, or direct others to administer 
legend drugs; 

(v)  Any judgment, award, disciplinary sanction, order, or other determination that adjudges or 
finds that the person has committed misconduct or is criminally or civilly liable for conduct 
relating to midwifery by a licensing or regulatory authority, territory, state, or any other 
jurisdiction; and 



(vi)  A plan for transporting the client to the nearest hospital if a problem arises during the 
client's care; and 

(D)  Maintains a copy of the form required by subparagraph (C) for at least ten years and makes 
the form available for inspection upon request by the department. 

  

Reproductive Rights Protection Amendment #7 

Allow birthing persons the right to choose who participates in their time of pregnancy and 
after birth   

Page 32 Lines 14-17  

(7 ) Invited by a patient to participate in the pregnancy, attend a birth and after birth occurring at 
a location other than at a birth facility where no compensation for the attendance or service is 
contemplated, charge, or received. 

  

 �7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���H�[�S�D�Q�G���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H�U�\���F�D�U�H���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���&�3�0�¶�V���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J����
education and certification and the needs of our community: 

�x Postpartum Pg. 28 lines 2-4  Maintain previous postpartum definition in HRS 45j 

"Postpartum" means the period of time immediately after and up to eight weeks following birth." 

�x Contraception access Page 41 line 20 

 Add in:  (8) Contraceptive devices 

�x Add Section on Medical Reimbursement: 

 Any health benefit plan or health insurance reimbursement, including the medicaid program, 
shall provide coverage for services rendered by a licensed midwife if the services rendered are 
within the scope of practice for a certified midwife or certified professional midwife, without 
regard to the location where the services were provided. 

�x Pg. 12 lines 3-10  Focus should be on urging and saving the life 

 If the midwife's client, or the midwife's client's guardian declines assistance from appropriate 
licensed health care providers or the 911 system, the midwife shall continually urge the client or 
the client's guardian to transfer care to an appropriate licensed health care provider and may 
continue to provide care to save the life of the client or the newborn; provided that the midwife 
shall only perform actions within the midwife's scope of practice. 



�x Pg. 19 Lines 4-10 

Submit data on all courses of care for every gestational parent and newborn under the midwife's 
care to a national or state research organization approved by the department.  If a gestational 
parent declines to participate in the collection of data, the midwife shall have the gestational 
parent sign a refusal document follow the protocol of the approved national or state research 
organization; and 

  

Removal: 

�x Pg. 12 line 12-15  Align with National Standards please amend: 

(a)  Beginning July 1, 2026, each certified midwife shall complete thirty contact hours of 
continuing education requirements in alignment with ACNM Standards of practice and reflective 
of requirements of the advanced practice requirements of certified nurse-midwives, and each 
certified professional midwife shall provide documentation of successful completion of complete 
thirty contact hours during the prior triennium of appropriate continuing education that is related 
to the practice of midwifery, as mandated by the North American Registry of Midwives. 

  

�x Pg. 12 line 16- Page 13 line 2 

 (b)  Each licensee practicing as a certified midwife shall provide documentation of  have 
successful completion of continuing education that is from accredited colleges or universities or 
approved by an organization recognized by the Continuing Education Policy, or successor 
document, of the American Midwifery Certification Board, or successor organization; provided 
that a minimum of eight hours of continuing education shall be in pharmacology for eligibility 
for renewal of prescriptive privileges. 

  

�x Pg. 13 lines 3- 10 

(c)  Each licensee practicing as a certified professional midwife shall provide documentation 
of  have successful completion of continuing education that is from an accredited college or 
university or granted by an accrediting organization recognized by the North American Registry 
of Midwives, or successor organization; provided that six hours of continuing education shall 
include treatment of shock/intravenous therapy and suturing, and for certified professional 
midwives applying for limited prescriptive authority, a minimum of eight hours shall be in 
pharmacology. 

  



�x Pg. 14 line 20- Page 15 Line 7 

(a)  Prescriptive authority shall be granted solely to midwives practicing as certified midwives 
and shall not be granted to midwives practicing as certified professional midwives with approval 
for limited prescriptive authority.  Midwives practicing as certified midwives shall only prescribe 
those drugs appropriate to midwifery care as recognized by the director and in accordance with 
the current exclusionary formulary defined by the board of nursing for advanced practice 
registered nurses. Midwives who are granted limited prescriptive authority practicing as a 
Certified Professional Midwife shall only prescribe those drugs appropriate to midwifery care as 
recognized by the director and in accordance with the  formulary defined by the Director. 

  

�x Amend Pg. 24 lines 14-19  Align peer review definition with National Organization 
(NARM) and their definition in the Candidate Information Booklet  please amend: 

  "Peer review" means the candid review and evaluation, subject to section 624-25.5, of the 
practice of midwifery.  "Peer review" shall be conducted in accordance with the Certifying 
bodies.  includes but is not limited to reviewing the care provided by midwives, making 
recommendations for quality improvement, and identifying areas where additional education or 
skills training is needed. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Keohokalole, Chair Rhoads, and Committee members, 

  

�,���D�P���D���P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���I�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���D���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���I�L�Y�H�����I�U�R�P���:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R�����2�‹�D�K�X�����,���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O�O�\���8�5�*�(��
�\�R�X���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���E�\���$�&�/�8�����+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���+�R�P�H���%�L�U�W�K���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���(�D��
�+�—�Q�D�X���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� 

  

Crucial changes need to be made to PERFECT THE BILL by PROTECTING FREEDOM for 
�Z�—�K�L�Q�H���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���Z�K�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�����E�L�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���E�L�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
criminalizing any choices to give to those they invite into their journey. Please stand with 
�Z�—�K�L�Q�H��  

  

Mahalo, 

Laura Kahiapo 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chairs Keohokalole and Rhoads, Vice Chairs Fukunaga and Gabbard, and Committee 
Members,  

My name is Maki Morinoue, and today I am representing HULI PAC. I am a resident of 
�+�R�O�X�D�O�R�D���D�K�X�S�X�D�¶�D���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L��  I am submitting comments on HB1194, Relating to 
Midwifery. 
 
Mahalo for listening to the concerns of the birthing community and for your willingness to 
consider amendments to this bill. I appreciate the steps taken so far and hope that you will 
continue to work toward a version of this legislation that truly expands access to maternal care 
across our islands. This is of the utmost importance. 

�7�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���6�W�D�W�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\����
including where and with whom to experience pregnancy and birth care. Please add the 
following amendments to HB1194 to strengthen protections for reproductive freedom and Native 
Hawaiian traditional and customary practices relating to pregnancy, birth, and infant care, and 
end the criminalization of maternal support and care without a midwifery license:  

�x Amendment to protect birth attendants from criminalization by adding a clear statutory 
exemption with consumer protections in place.  Reinstate the birth attendant exemption 
that existed under the current midwifery law that expired in 2023, AND 

�x Amendment to fully protect Native Hawaiian traditional and customary 
practices.  Replace the current exemption language under HRS 457J-6 with the following 
language: This chapter shall not apply to a person who is: (4) Practicing Native Hawaiian 
traditional and customary practices, including but not limited to practices related to 
pregnancy, birth, or infancy, as protected under article XII, section 7 of the Hawaii State 
Constitution;  

Pregnant persons should be able to make informed decisions about their own bodies and 
reproductive health care.  Some persons view pregnancy and birth as a natural process and 
choose midwives and traditional practitioners to provide support for their social, psychological, 
physical, emotional, spiritual, and cultural needs.  Others view pregnancy and birth as primarily a 
medical event and choose to give birth in a hospital with access to physicians and nurses.   



I urge you to update the language of this bill to align more closely with HB1328, which allows 
for traditional midwifery practices across all cultures.  We need more choices, not less, when it 
comes to accessing care during pregnancy and birth�² whether at home, at birthing centers, or in 
hospitals.  

Please add these amendments to HB1194 to safeguard reproductive autonomy, fully protect 
Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices, and expand access to midwifery care in our 
communities.   

Mahalo,  
Maki Morinoue 
HULI PAC 
�+�R�O�X�D�O�R�D�����+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���,�V�O�D�Q�G 
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