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TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR MESSAGE NO. 641 

RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF CHRISTINE SAKUDA     
TO THE OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES.  

 
by 

Tommy Johnson, Director 
 

Senate Committee on Labor and Technology  
Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair 
Senator Chris Lee, Vice Chair 

 
Friday, March 7, 2025; 3:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 & Via Video Conference 
 
Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee: 

I submit testimony in very strong support of the nomination and confirmation of 

Christine Sakuda to the Office of Enterprise Technology Services, for a term ending 

December 7, 2026.  Ms. Sakuda has a diverse and wide-reaching work background in 

the technology field.   

Ms. Sakudaôs previous work experience as the Executive Director of the Hawaᾶi 

Health Information Exchange (HHIE), Executive Director of Transform Hawaiᾶi 

Government (THG), and in her current position as the Chief Information Officer for the 

Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) make her the ideal candidate 

to serve the Office of Enterprise Technology Services. 

She possesses prerequisite expertise, in-depth knowledge, honed leadership 

and managerial skills, interpersonal, and decision-making skills required for the position.    

I strongly urge the committee to recommend advice and consent for this highly 

qualified nominee.     

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in very strong support for  

Governorôs Message No. 641 and Ms. Sakuda.  
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Bill Title: GM 0641  Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Office of 
Enterprise Technology Services, Gubernatorial Nominee, CHRISTINE SAKUDA, 
for a term to expire 12-07-2026. (Position corrected by GM652)

Purpose of Bill:

Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) strongly supports the nomination of 
Christine Sakuda as the Chief Information Officer. Ms. Sakuda possesses over twenty years of 
experience leading enterprise IT transformation initiatives in health care and government. She is 
dedicated to cultivating IT systems that connect community stakeholders to help Hawaii thrive.

Ms. Sakuda's career demonstrates her ability to lead and execute complex IT initiatives. As the 
Executive Director at Transform Hawai’i Government (THG), she built momentum to transform the 
state’s disparate legacy systems into a modern, integrated, delivery-driven government. She 
collaborated with business and IT leadership to alleviate systemic challenges, provided early capital 
for key IT transformation initiatives, built leadership capacity within the state IT workforce, and 
advocated for key legislative policies that advanced IT transformation. Her prior role as the Executive 
Director for the Hawaii Health Information Exchange (HHIE) further illustrates her capacity to 
establish and lead organizations, manage substantial contracts, implement governance models, and 
develop key initiatives, including a statewide clinical health information exchange network.

Ms. Sakuda’s extensive involvement in community and civic activities, including her current role as 
Chair of the State Information Technology Steering Committee, the Information Privacy & Security 
Council, and the Access Hawaii Committee, underscores her commitment to public service. Her 
experience as an Omidyar Fellow at the Aspen Institute and her participation in the Hawai’i Executive 
Collaborative - TRUE Initiative further demonstrate her leadership capabilities and collaborative 
approach. Given her wealth of experience, leadership skills, and dedication to the betterment of 



Hawaii, the Department strongly recommends the confirmation of Christine Sakuda as the state's 
Chief Information Officer.
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G.M. 641 

 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE OFFICE OF 
ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, 

CHRISTINE SAKUDA, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 12-07-2026. 
 
 Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee, thank you for the 

opportunity to submit testimony on G.M. 641. 

The Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) supports the 

Governorôs nomination of Christine Sakuda to the Office of Enterprise Technology 

Services (ETS). Ms. Sakuda will serve as the State of Hawaiᾶi Chief Information Officer 

(CIO) leading ETS which is a DAGS division. Her background, leading enterprise IT 

transformation initiatives in healthcare and government for the past twenty years, makes 

her an excellent choice for the CIO position.  

Ms. Sakudaôs career in IT transformation initiatives started with Akimeka, LLC 

serving as marketing/training director and then as operation manager. She then became 
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information officer and telehealth director for the Hawaiᾶi Health Information Exchange 

(HHIE). Ms. Sakuda then became the first executive director for the HHIE followed by 

becoming the first executive director for Transform Hawaiᾶi Government (THG). Her 

leadership in both HHIE and THG was instrumental in moving forward major IT 

transformation initiatives that benefit the public and the State of Hawaiᾶi.   

Having worked closely with Ms. Sakuda over the past few years, Iôve found her to 

be professional, knowledgeable, collaborative, and experienced. She approaches every 

challenge as an opportunity always searching for ways to successfully navigate through 

complex issues. Her past experience has provided her the necessary foundation to lead 

the state in the CIO role particularly as we tackle major transformation projects such as 

replacing the 50+ year old financial management system (FAMIS), upgrading our 

HR/Payroll system, and other ERP-related initiatives. These major projects require a 

CIO that is forward-thinking, flexible, and willing to go the extra mile to support not just 

the team but the entire organization. Christine embodies these traits and has the 

prerequisite skills to be that type of leader in this role.  

Ms. Sakudaᾶs leadership, knowledge, work experience and community service 

makes her an ideal candidate to serve as the State Chief Information Officer. She is 

passionate about and dedicated to cultivating IT-systems that connect community 

stakeholders together to help Hawaiᾶi thrive. It is for these reasons that I humbly request 

your consideration and vote in support of her confirmation. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.  
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OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
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Chair Aquino and members of the Senate Committee on Labor and 
Technology, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of 
Christine Sakuda. 
 

I had the privilege of working with Ms. Sakuda when she was at Transform 
Hawaii Government. She has shown herself to be knowledgeable as well as 
committed to modernizing our legacy computer systems. Ms. Sakuda will bring 
her experience and expertise to continue the modernization of the Office of 
Enterprise Technology Services, which plays an integral role in the cybersecurity 
and success of Hawaii’s elections. Their office has provided installation, 
monitoring, equipment, and technical support throughout the election process.  

 
We look forward to working with Ms. Sakuda and the Office of Enterprise 

Technology Services, and respectfully ask for your consideration in confirming 
Ms. Sakuda. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of  
Ms. Sakuda as Chief Information Officer for the Office of Enterprise Technology 
Services. 















   
 

organizations, and under her leadership ETS will be postured and prepared to handle 
the known and unknown information challenges and threats the state will face in our 
future.  

Most importantly, I believe Ms. Sakuda to be a person of integrity and ethical 
responsibility, and someone who is committed to public service.  Her leadership will 
undoubtedly strengthen ETS and enhance the state as a whole, and I would be honored 
to work alongside her under Governor Green. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. 
 
MG Stephen F. Logan, Stephen.f.logan@hawaii.gov; 808-672-1001 
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and prepared to handle the known and unknown information challenges and threats the 
state will face in our future.  

Most importantly, I believe Ms. Sakuda to be a person of integrity and ethical 
responsibility, and someone who is committed to public service.  Her leadership will 
undoubtedly strengthen ETS and enhance the state and I would be honored to work 
alongside her under Governor Green. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Brig Gen Phillip L. Mallory, Phillip.l.mallory@hawaii.gov; 808-672-1003 
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The Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawaii
The Senate
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Hawaii Government Employees Association

March 7,2025

GM 641 _ SUBMITTING FOR CONS IDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE
OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH NOLOGY SERVICES. G UBERNATORIAL

CHRISTIN TERM TO EXP

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO
unequivocally support the appointment of Christine Maii Sakuda to the position of Chief
lnformation Officer of the Hawaii Office of Enterprise Technology Services.

Ms. Sakuda has a solid background in information technology (lT) in both the public and
private sectors in Hawaii and is an excellent choice to assist in leading our state as we
move to transform our lT infrastructure. Her State experience, coupled with her work with
the non-profit world, make her the ideal candidate to help lead our state fonruard.

I have had the distinct pleasure of serving with Ms. Sakuda as one of the original board
members of Transform Hawaii Government (THG), where she served as Executive
Director. During her tenure at THG, our organization established itself as an effective
advocate of upgrading the State's lT capacity, as well as encourage continued funding
for the transformation of Hawaii's lT. Beyond demonstrating her expertise in lT matters,
Ms. Sakuda proved to be a visionary leader and skilled in developing relationships to
advance her cause. ln short, Ms. Sakuda proved to be someone who was easy to work
with, but more importantly one who could lead and gain the support of others.

Our state is working to transform our lT capacity and abilities, and I strongly believe that
Ms. Sakuda is the kind of leader that we need. On behalf of the HGEA, as well as on a
personal basis, I offer our unequivocal support for the nomination of Christine Maii

Sakuda as Chief lnformation Officer and request the favorable advice and consent of the
Senate for this appointment.

bmitted,

y Perreira
Executive Director

888 MILILANI STREEI SUITE 401 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813.2991
@"'
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Testimony in Support of Christine Sakuta, Gubernatorial Nominee 
Chief Information Officer, Office of Enterprise Technology Services, State of 

Hawaii 
Senate Labor and Technology Committee, March 7, 2025 

 
Dear Honorable Senate Labor and Technology Committee Members, 
 
I am honored to provide my strong recommendation for Christine Sakuta, 
Gubernatorial Nominee, to serve as State of Hawaii Office of Enterprise Technology 
Services Chief Information Officer. Over the course of her career, Christine has 
consistently demonstrated exceptional leadership in information technology, 
innovative problem-solving, and a deep commitment to public service, with over 
twenty years of experience successfully leading enterprise IT transformation 
initiatives in health care and government. 
 
Christine possesses a rare combination of technical expertise and strategic vision. 
Her ability to modernize IT systems, streamline operations, and ensure data 
security is well known. Her efforts have consistently resulted in improved efficiency, 
cost savings, and enhanced user experiences in the organizations she has served. 
She understands the unique challenges of public-sector IT infrastructure and has 
proven her ability to work collaboratively with diverse stakeholders to deliver 
results. 
 
Beyond her technical accomplishments, Christine is a leader who inspires trust and 
confidence. She is known for fostering a culture of innovation and inclusion, 
encouraging her teams to think creatively and work cohesively toward common 
goals. Her strong communication skills and forward-thinking mindset make her 
particularly well-suited to lead the State of Hawaii’s digital transformation efforts 
and to ensure that the State’s IT systems are secure, resilient, and aligned with the 
needs of its residents. 
 
As the State of Hawaii seeks to modernize and strengthen its information technology 
infrastructure, Christine Sakuta is the ideal candidate to lead these efforts. Her track 
record of success, combined with her deep commitment to serving her community, 
makes her the perfect choice for the role of Chief Information Officer. 
 
Thank you for considering this testimony in support of Christine Sakuta. I have 
every confidence that her leadership will bring significant value to the State of 
Hawaii and its citizens. 
 
Sincerely, 
Deborah Giles  
Executive Director 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair 
Senator Chris Lee, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Labor and Technology  
 
Friday, March 7, 2025; 3:00 P.M. 
Conference room 224 & Videoconference 
 
RE: GM 641 - Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Office of Enterprise 

Technology Services, Gubernatorial Nominee, CHRISTINE SAKUDA, for a term to 
expire 12-07-2026 – In Support 

 
Aloha Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and members of the committee: 
 
I support the nomination and confirmation of Christine Sakuda as the Hawaii State Chief 
Information Officer (CIO). Christine's extensive experience in IT transformation, coupled with 
her proven leadership in both the public and non-profit sectors, makes her exceptionally qualified 
for this crucial role. Her deep understanding of the unique challenges and opportunities facing 
our state, particularly in connecting community stakeholders through innovative IT solutions, 
will be invaluable as she leads the strategic direction and management of Hawaii's IT resources. 
 
As a TRUE Board member, I have had the privilege of working with Christine and witnessed her 
dedication, collaborative spirit, and unwavering commitment to advancing the interests of our 
community. Her ability to foster innovation, ensure data security and privacy, and drive digital 
transformation initiatives is truly remarkable.  
 
I am confident that Christine Sakuda will excel as the state’s CIO, and ask for your support. 
 
 
Peter Dames 
President & CEO 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 641 
 
 
TO:        Chair Aquino, Vice-Chair Lee, & Members,  

Senate Committee on Labor and Technology 
FROM:   Ryan Kusumoto, President & CEO   
DATE:   March 7, 2025 at 3:00 PM 
 
 
Parents and Children Together (PACT) supports GM 641, the gubernatorial nomination of Chrstine 
Sakuda to the Office of Enterprise Technology Services. 
 
Christine Sakuda has been serving in the position of Chief Information Officer for the State of Hawai‘i 
since August 2024 and has a long professional history of leadership in transforming information 
technology systems and building capacity for the state to modernize. Ms. Sakuda is a trusted resource in 
information technology for multiple sectors, including healthcare and non-profit organizations. We 
would like to see her continue in this position and advance the initiatives of her office. 
  
Founded in 1968, PACT is a statewide community-based organization providing a wide array of 
innovative and educational social services to families in need.  Assisting more than 15,000 people across 
the state annually, we help identify, address, and successfully resolve challenges through our 20 
programs.  Among our services are early education programs, domestic violence prevention and 
intervention programs, child abuse prevention and intervention programs, childhood sexual abuse 
supportive group services, child and adolescent behavioral health programs, sex trafficking intervention, 
poverty prevention and community building programs. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Please contact me at (808) 847-3285 or 
rkusumoto@pacthawaii.org if you have any questions. 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM541_ SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION

TO THE OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECHNO Y SERVICES. GTJBERNATORIAL NOMINEI.

CHRISTINE SAKUDA, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 72-07-2026

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and members of the committee

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is a state federation of 76 affiliate labor organizations representing
over 69,000 union members across Hawaii in industries including healthcare, construction,
hospitality, entertainment, transportation, and government. The Hawaii State AFL-ClO serves its

affiliates by advocating for the rights of working families, promoting fair wages, safe working
conditions, and policies that strengthen Hawaii's workforce.

We support GM64l-, confirming Christine Sakuda to the Office of Enterprise Technology Services

for a term to expire on December7,2026.

Ms. Sakuda brings over two decades of experience leading lT transformation efforts in

government and healthcare. Her expertise in cybersecurity, data governance, and digital
infrastructure has strengthened critical servicesthatthe public relies on. She has demonstrated
a commitment to ensuring that public sector technology meets the evolving needs of
government operations. Additionally, Ms. Sakuda's leadership at Transform Hawai'i Government
and the Hawai'i Health lnformation Exchange reflects a deep understanding of the challenges in

modernizing lT systems. She has successfully collaborated across sectors to advance digital
tra nsform ation efforts.

We respectfully request the committee's favorable consideration of Christine Sakuda's

confirmation.

Res p ectf u I ly p'ffi'fyr itted,

^ 
i/

K1 l<
/ 

Randy Perreira
President
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March 4, 2025 

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
Senate President 
Senate Labor and Technology Committee 
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
Hawai‘i State Legislature, Room 409 
State Capitol, Honolulu, HI 

Subject: Support for the Confirmation of Christine Maii Sakuda as State Chief Information Officer 
(GM641) 

Aloha Honorable Senate President Kouchi, 

I am honored to submit this testimony in strong support of Christine Maii Sakuda’s appointment as Hawai‘i’s next 
State Chief Information Officer (CIO). Christine is a visionary technology and public service leader, deeply 
committed to bridging systems and people to drive meaningful change for our communities. 

Her extensive experience in information technology, healthcare data systems, and public-private collaborations 
has already impacted Hawai‘i. Through her leadership, she has fostered innovation, improved access to critical 
services, and championed efforts to modernize technology in a way that uplifts all residents of our state. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Me ka ha‘aha‘a, 

Brandee Menino 
Chief Executive Officer 



GM-641 
Submitted on: 3/4/2025 11:55:00 AM 
Testimony for LBT on 3/7/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Anne Lopez Individual Support In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Anne Lopez and I write in very strong support of Ms. Sakuda's confirmation.  While 
I have wroked with Ms. Sakuda since August 2024, I have been aware of work since 2015 when 
she was the Executive Director of Hawaii Health Information Exchange (HHIE) and I was the 
general counsel for Hawaii Health System Corporation. In that capacity, Ms. Sakuda lead the 
successful effort to create the statewide clinical health information exchange. This exchange was 
crucial to efforts to collect health data that allowed healthcare providers to meet their local and 
federal reqporting requirements.  Since August of 2024, I have worked on a few projects with 
Ms. Sakuda. Because I am not fluent in IT, I am not always clear in my ability to articulate what 
it is I need from IT. Ms. Sakuda consistently helped me determine how IT could help me meet 
my goals and then she worked with me closely to help ensure success. Ms. Sakuda is just the 
type of person who helped my department and me to complete our work.  I urge the committee to 
support Ms. Sakuda's conformation. Thank you, Anne 

 









GM-641 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 4:20:43 PM 
Testimony for LBT on 3/7/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark M. Hanohano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha nui, 

Christine Sakuda's achievements and contributions in/to her profession clearly indicates that she 
is profoundly qualified and her journey identifies an extremely capable professional well versed 
in communications and information.  

Me ka mahalo piha, 

Mark M. "Dutch" Hanohano 
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February27, 2025

The HonorableHenry J.C. Aquino, Chair
The HonorableChris Lee, Vice Chair
SenateCommitteeon Labor andTechnology
StateCapitol
415 SouthBeretaniaStreet
Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813

Re: In Supportof theNominationof ChristineSakudato the Positionof
Chief InformationOfficer, Office of EnterpriseTechnologyServices
GM641
HearingDate/Time: March7, 2025at 3:00 p.m.

DearChair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, andMembersof the SenateCommitteeon Laborand
Technology:

I write in strongsupportof the nominationof ChristineSakudafor the positionof Chief
InformationOfficer of the Office of EnterpriseTechnologyServices.I currentlyserveas the
First DeputyAttorney Generalfor the Stateof Hawai’i, but I am submittingthis testimonyin my
personalcapacity.

In the shorttime that I’ve known her, ClO Sakudahasprovenherselfto be a dedicated,
hard-working,andknowledgeableleader.Shehaspersonallymet with directors,deputies,and
staff from eachdepartmentto learn abouteachdepartment’sexisting informationtechnology
infrastructure,as well as future IT needs.Her experienceleadinglarge-scaleIT initiatives leaves
her well-positionedto makelastingandeffectivechangesto the State’sIT capabilities.

ClO Sakudais exceptionallywell-qualified for this positionand I urge the committeeto
supporther nomination.Thankyou for the opportunityto providethis testimony.

Sincerely,

Matthew S. Dvonch



Testimony of Valerie M. Kato, Deputy Director of the Department of Health 

In SUPPORT of Governor’s Message 641 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the State Chief Information Officer 
Office of Enterprise Technology Services, Gubernatorial Nominee,  

CHRISTINE SAKUDA, for a term to expire at 12-07-2026. 
 

SENATOR HENRY J.C. AQUINO, CHAIR 

SENATOR CHRIS LEE, VICE CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND TECHNOLOGY 

 Hearing Date:   March 7, 2025 at 3:00 PM   Room Number:   224 

 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee: 

I am writing in my individual capacity in strong support of the nomination and 
confirmation of Christine Sakuda to serve as the State Chief Information Officer and 
administrator of the Office of Enterprise Technology Services. 

Christine has a wealth of experience leading enterprise IT transformation initiatives in 
healthcare and government, including her work as the Executive Director of the Hawaii Health 
Information Exchange, revolutionizing the way Hawaii shares clinical health information.  
Recently, I have had the opportunity to work with her and her team to discuss the IT initiatives of 
the Department of Health. She is truly an innovator who is intelligent, diplomatic, efficient, and 
committed to public service. I look forward to working with Christine in the Executive 
Department.  She is a strong leader who will be a critical asset to ETS in its mission to advance 
IT initiatives with the greatest potential to increase efficiency, reduce waste, and improve 
transparency and accountability in state government.    

Therefore, I respectfully ask for the confirmation of Christine Sakuda as the State Chief 
Information Officer and administrator of the Office of Enterprise Technology Services.  Mahalo 
for this opportunity to submit testimony. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edward Ontai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and LBT Committee, 

I strongly support the confirmation of Christine Sakuda as Chief Information Officer heading the 
State Office of Enterprise Technology Services. 

I've known and worked with Christine for many years dating back to when she was the 
Executive Director for the Hawaii Health Information Exchange (HHIE), and more recently as 
the Executive Director for Transform Hawaii Government (THG).   

In both executive positions, Christine has demonstrated with upmost integrity and capability to 
move those respective organizations in a positive direction.  And most importantly, ensuring 
those organizations had impact to to our community. 

I also know Christine on a personal level, and I can attest that she is 100% committed to our 
island State and community, but is humble enough to recognize where she needs help.  And in 
this fast evolving world of technolgy that we now live in, it will be how she's able to collaborate 
and communicate with her stakeholders that will be the most important contributor towards her 
success.  I believe she does have those attributes as a people person to work with all parties, and 
be a leader for the State as it embraces more digital solutions. 

As the President of one of the longest running and largest Hawaii-based IT consulting firms on-
island, I've always shared with my clients that the technology part of the problem is usually the 
easiest part to solve.  But, its the People and Processes that are often the most neglected and 
hardest nut to crack when adopting a digital transformation.  

Again, I believe Christine fully understands this dynamic, and is the best person to lead the State 
through its various digital modernization efforts. 

Mahal nui, 

Eddie Ontai 

DataHouse, President   
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Benjamin Ancheta Jr Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to offer my support for the confirmation of Christine Maii Sakuda as CIO of the 
State of Hawaii. Christine has been at the forefront of innovation and technology in Hawaii, and 
a consistent advocate for modernization at the State of Hawaii. She is knowledgeable about the 
issues and constraint,s as evidenced by her experience interacting with the State of Hawaii 
through Transform Hawaii Government. 

I cannot think of a better person to serve as the State's Chief Information Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Ben Ancheta 

 





Her role as a mother further informs her commitment to building systems that will serve future 
generations well. Christine approaches her work with both immediate needs and long-term 
sustainability in mind. 

I firmly believe that under Christine's leadership as Chief Information Officer, the State of 
Hawai'i will make significant progress in modernizing our information systems, improving 
digital access for all residents, and finding innovative solutions to our most challenging 
problems. Her appointment will ensure that Hawai'i benefits from her unique blend of technical 
expertise, cultural wisdom, and compassionate leadership. 

I urge you to confirm Christine's appointment.  
  

Best, 

Amanda Corby 

aacorby@gmail.com  

  

 





Forest Frizzell  
 
CEO 
 
Shifted Energy  
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Aki Marceau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, members of the Committee on Labor and Technology,  

I am writing with strong support for the confirmation of Christine Maii Sakuda as State Chief 
Information Officer for the Office of Enterprise Technology Services. This would be a historic 
appointment as she would be the first Native Hawaiian woman, and Kumu hula in the role, 
inspiring current employees, residents and visitors, and the next generation of young leaders. In 
addition to these accomplishments, Ms. Sakuda offers two decades of expertise in organizational 
management and deploying innovative enterprise-level information technology initiatives. She 
has demonstrated the desirable skill of navigating the change of legacy infrastructure to new 
systems across multiple entities.  It is my joy to submit strong support for Ms. Christine Sakuda 
as State Chief Information Officer. 

Best regards, 

Aki Marceau 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to support the nomination of Christine Sakuda to be the State Chief Information 
Officer (CIO) and head of the Office of Enterprise Technology Services in the Department of 
Accounting and General Services.   

I have served on the State of Hawaii Information Technology Steering Committee with Christine 
and have worked with her on previous Transform Hawaii Government (THG) initiatives to 
modernize state government where she demonstrated strong team building and collaboration 
skills, innovation-focused vision for the future, and commitment to public service.   

Christine, as State CIO, will blend those attributes with her long leadership experience in the 
tech profession to bring together the people, processes, and technologies that will improve 
overall state government planning, productivity, and operations. Collectively, those 
accomplishments will deliver enhanced services to the people of our state. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of confirming Christine Sakuda as the State CIO. 

 



 
Testimony of Catherine P. Awakuni Colón 

Before the Senate Committee on Labor and Technology  
Friday, March 7, 2025 

3:00 P.M. 
Conference Room 224 and Videoconference 

 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 

 
On Governor’s Message No. 641, Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the 

Office of Enterprise Technology Services, Gubernatorial Nominee, CHRISTINE 
SAKUDA, for a term to expire on 12-07-2026. 

 
Aloha Chair Aquino and Members of the Committee: 
 

My name is Catherine Awakuni Colón and I am testifying in support of the 
appointment of Christine Sakuda to serve as the State’s Chief Information Officer, leading 
the Office of Enterprise Technology Service (ETS). 

 
Ms. Sakuda brings more than twenty years of experience leading enterprise IT 

transformation in health care and government. I first met Ms. Sakuda when I was the 
director of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs and when she led 
Transform Hawaii Government (THG). As THG’s Executive Director, I was impressed by 
Ms. Sakuda’s collaborative approach and sincere desire to support the State of Hawaii 
employees. Now that she leads ETS, I am confident that she is in the right place at the 
right time, offering realistic solutions to challenging systems that need resources and 
attention. 

 
I found Ms. Sakuda to be competent, responsive, ethical and respectful in her 

dealings with me as the director of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 
Since then, I have also spent time learning more about Ms. Sakuda through our 
participation in the Omidayar Fellows Program. Through my subsequent interactions with 
her, Ms. Sakuda has shown herself to be someone who is at the State to support ETS 
and its employees, employees of other State departments, and the community they 
collectively serve.  

 
I respectfully request that you recommend approval of Ms. Sakuda’s nomination 

as the Chief Information Officer. Thank you for the opportunity to support G.M. No. 641.   
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Candace J. Park Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

In the short time that Christine Sakuda has been the CIO, she has already brought so much to 
ETS that was previously lacking.  Christine is definitely what ETS needed, but she will also add 
so much more with her energy, professionalism, and knowledge.  Please confirm Christine 
Sakuda's nomination.  Thank you.  
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Comments:  

I support Christine Sakuda for appointment to the office of Enterprise Technology Services for 
the State of Hawaii. I have known Christine for over 35 years and can speak to her excellent 
character and ability, and dedication to the people of Hawaii. Christine has been an advocate for 
providing equity and access to services that will make life fuller for all our citizens. She 
understands the importance of leveraging technology as a means for government to better serve 
the people of Hawaii, especially Native Hawaiians and marginalized communities.   
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