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JAN 2 3 2025

A BILL FORAN ACT
RELATING TO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION I. The legislature finds that the Hawaii board of 

professional engineers, architects, surveyors, and landscape 

architects (board) previously voted in favor of adopting a 

uniform standard for landscape architecture licensure developed 

in 2022 by the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 

Boards (CLARB), of which the board is a member. CLARB is a 

nonprofit organization that works to protect the public's 

health, safety, and welfare by establishing and promoting 

professional licensure standards for landscape architects. Its 

members are the licensure boards across the United States and 

Canada.

The legislature further finds that adopting uniform 

standards for licensure would give the board the ability to 

reduce the years of experience required for most applicants 

seeking licensure while continuing to ensure the protection of 

the public and environment throughout the State. Additionally,
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the Hawaii chapter of the 7\merican Society of Landscape 

Architects supports adoption of these uniform standards.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to adopt uniform 

standards for licensing reguirements for the profession of 

landscape architecture to create consistent reguirements across 

jurisdictions, improve mobility for landscape architects, and 

provide increased access to the profession.

SECTION 2. Section 464-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (d) to read as follows:

"(d) No person shall be eligible for licensure as a 

professional landscape architect unless:

[ (1 The -person is the holder of an unoxpirod licGnoc 

issued to the person by any jurisdiction,—domestic 

foreign,—in which the requirements—for licensure at 

the time the person was—first licensed arc of a 

-standa-rd sat-i-sf-aet-Qr-y■■ to-the board;—provided that if 

the board io in doubt as to whet-he-r--the standards arc 

satisfactory,—or as to whether the holder was—required 

to fully comply-w-ith ■ them,—it shall require that the 

holder successfully pass the national—landscape 

architect—H-eeftsiftg—examiftetieft—aad—a—
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examination,—proocribod by the board dcoignod to tost 

the holder's knowlcdge-oj-t-h-e-St-ate'--s—eiima-tie 

conditions,—native plants and native ocosystoms,—land 

useordinan&cand—special managementarea 

requirements,—and cultural and historical conditions 

affecting landscape architecture;

■{-34- The person is the holder of a master's degree in 

anedideedur^e—fnem—an—of—hiqher" 

education approved by the board;—ia—a—graduate af—a 

school or Gollege approved by the board as—af 

aata-afaafeary—afeandiag—aad-dias—completed a landscape 

architectural--eurriC'Ulum-'of four years—or more;—haa 

had two years of full-time lawful experience in 

landscape architocture work af—a—character 

satisfactory to the board,—or part-time experience 

which- -■the- -boa-rei—f iads--to--be ■ the- equivalent thereof; 

and ■has--ouccaas-fal-l-y--paooed- the -national—landscape 

archi-t-e-ct—liccns-iag-axamination- and- a written 

examination,—proscribed by the board designed to test 

the person's—knowledge af—the State's—climatic 

conditions,—native plants and native ecosystems,—land-
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uao ordinance and apocial management area 

requirements/—and cultural and historical—conditions 

affecting --1-andscapc architecture;'

■■(■3-)- The person -is a graduate of a school' or ■ col-legc' 

approved by the board as of satisfactory standing,—and- 

das—completed a landscape architoctur-a-1—curriculum of 

—has had throe years of full-time 

lawful experience in landscape architecture work of a 

character satisfactory ■ t-e-the board,—or part-time 

experience ■■which the board finds to be the equivalent 

thereof;—and has—succossfu 1 ly■ -passe■ ■tehe-ata-t-ionad 

landscape architect licensing examination and a 

written examination/—proscribed by the board designed 

to test the person's-knowledgeState'aclimatic 

conditions,—nat-ive plants and native ecosystems,—land 

use ordinance and special management area 

requirements /—and cultural and historical conditions 

affeebing landscape architccturc^;^

4-44- The person is a graduate of a school or college 

approved by the board as of satisfactory standing,—and 

has completed a pro-landscape architecture or arts and
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sciefl-ec curriculum of four ycar-s--o^-^e^?e-;—hue hud five 

yours of full-time—lawful cxporicncc in lundscupo 

architecture work of a character satisfactory to the 

board,—er^^ar^t—time—expe^reftee-whi-eh—the—bee-rd—fdrnds- 

to be the equivalent thereof;—and—has—saeee-a&fiiii-y 

passod the national landscape architect licensing 

examination and a written examination,—proscribed by 

the board designed to tost the person's—knowledge of 

the State's climatic conditions,—nahive-^iashs—and 

native ecosystems,—land use ordinance and special 

ma-na-gsmcnt area requirements,—and cultural and 

historical conditions affecting landscape 

architecture;—an

The person has had twelve ■ years of full-time—lawful 

oxporionco in landscape architecture work of a 

character satisfacts-rtehe-board7—or—part—tame 

oxporionco which the-board-finds-to—be the■equivalent 

thereof;—and has succoosfully passed the national 

landscape architect licensing examination and a 

wraPPen—oxafftiaataoaT—proscribed by the board designed 

to test the person's—knowledge of -the State' s--climatic
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condition-9-7—native plants and native ccooyotcma,—land 

uae ordinance and--special management area 

•rogeiroifteftto-T—and cultural and histor-ical -eendit-ionS' 

affecting landscape architecture.

-(-6-)-] (1) The person satisfies the requirements for licensure by 

endorsement prescribed by the board; or

(2) The person is the holder of a degree in landscape 

architecture from a school or college approved by the 

board and has satisfied the examination and lawful 

experience requirements prescribed by the board. 

The applicant shall also certify on the application that the 

applicant has read, understood, and agrees to comply with the 

laws and rules that the board determines are required for 

licensure.

In addition to the foregoing requirements, the board, in 

its discretion, may also require additional proof that the 

applicant is competent to practice professionally, and whenever 

the board is not fully satisfied from the results of an 

examination that any applicant is competent to practice 

professionally, it may give the applicant a further examination 

or examinations.
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1 No person shall be eligible for licensure as a professional

2 engineer, architect, land surveyor, or landscape architect if

3 the person does not possess a history of honesty, truthfulness,

4 financial integrity, and fair dealing."

5 SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

6 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

7

8

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY:
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Report Title:
Landscape Architecture Licensing Requirements

Description:
Adopts a uniform standard for landscape architecture licensure 
developed by the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 
Boards.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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