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STATE OF HAWAII
JAN 17 005

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO SCHOOL MEALS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the board of
education has proposed an increase to meal costs paid by
students. Presently, students are required to pay for half of
the meal program costs. However, an increase to a student's
payment obligation may create barriers for students accessing
school meals, particularly for families facing financial
hardship.

The legislature further finds that while existing law
prohibits schools from denying meals to students under certain
circumstances, students do not have complete protection against
meal denial or stigmatizing practices if the student's meal fund
account balance is zero or negative. Ensuring adequate
nutrition for students is vital for physical health, well-being,
and academic performance.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to:
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(1)

S.B.NO. //72

Prohibit denial of a school meal solely for a
student's inability to pay for the meal due to a zero
or negative meal fund account balance;

Require the department of education and department
schools to utilize existing data to certify that all
eligible students who qualify for free or reduced-
price meals receive assistance;

Prohibit the public identification or stigmatization
of a student who is unable to pay for a school meal,
including certain identification practices; and
Require the department of education to directly
communicate with a student's parent or guardian

regarding an unpaid balance.

SECTION 2. Section 302A-404, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended to read as follows:

"§302A-404 School meals. (a) School meals shall be made

available under the school meals program in every school where

the students are required to eat meals at school.

(b)

to payl+

No student shall be denied a meal solely for failure
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for the meal due to a zero or negative meal fund account
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7

=
(=3

ENEVSV-NEE-E S-SR XL I -
T AITT OO vy L O

1

—
o T

%

Iok RV PN
AYA%A% A" 22 A"

£

ol l ot n Py £ Faa Al
COoOTTTCTCTTOT—OT

+heo
TIT

T LT

T OO

PSRN B AP~ S S NN |
POTTCy ot

n ral
cCITagC ITO O IrC— OT

Brairi-adad-—+h ot

PRSP AW e wiw g i@ ¥ § Q) ey A S A

ozl o n ] N s e

St xra
ncoaTTve

n.

10

11

The department and each school shall exhaust all options

=]

12

to directly certify students for free or reduced-price meals

13

using exiting data sources including but not limited to

14

.
[4

Participation in federal assistance programs

(1)

15

Medicaid or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

(2)

16

or

.
14

eligibility

17

Other government or agency records that establish

(3)

18

eligibility.

19
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(d) No school shall publicly identify or stigmatize a

student for the student's inability to pay for school meals,

including but not limited to:

(1) Requiring the student to wear a wristband, hand stamp,

or any other identifying marker;

(2) Assigning the student chores or other tasks to pay for

a meal; or

(3) Requiring the student to dispose of a meal once it has

been served, regardless of the student's ability to

pay.

(e) All communications regarding unpaid meal fees or

negative meal fund account balances shall be directed to the

student's parent or guardian. If a student's meal fund account

balance is unpaid, the school shall attempt to directly contact

the student's parent or guardian to inform the parent or

guardian of the unpaid balance."

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

»
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Report Title:

DOE; School Meals; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program;
Unpaid Account Balances; Zero or Negative Account Balances;
Stigmatization; Public Identification; Prohibited; Notification

Description:

Prohibits the denial of a school meal to a student based on the
student's ability to pay. Reguires the Department of Education
and department schools to certify that all students eligible for
certain programs receive free or reduced-price meals. Prohibits
a department school from publicly identifying or stigmatizing a
student. Requires the school to directly inform a parent or
guardian regarding a student's unpaid meal fund account balance.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legisiative intent.
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