
THE SENATE
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 S.B. NO.
STATE OF HAWAII

JAN 1 7 2025

A BILL FOR AN ACT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

RELATING TO BROADBAND SERVICE INFRASTRUCTURE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

PART I

SECTION 1. The purpose of this part is to transfer the 

Hawaii broadband and digital equity office from the department 

of business, economic development, and tourism to the department 

of accounting and general services.

SECTION 2. Section 206S-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending the definition of "department" to read as 

follows:

""Department" means the department of [business,—economic 

development,—and tourism.] accounting and general services."

SECTION 3. Section 206S-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

"(a) There is established the Hawaii broadband and digital 

equity office within the department of [business,—economic 

development,—and tourism.] accounting and general services, 

office enterprise technology services."
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SECTION 4. All rights, powers, functions, and duties of 

the Hawaii broadband and digital equity office are transferred 

to the department of accounting and general services.

All employees who occupy civil service positions and whose 

functions are transferred to the department of accounting and 

general services by this Act shall retain their civil service 

status, whether permanent or temporary. Employees shall be 

transferred without loss of salary, seniority (except as 

prescribed by applicable collective bargaining agreements), 

retention points, prior service credit, any vacation and sick 

leave credits previously earned, and other rights, benefits, and 

privileges, in accordance with state personnel laws and this 

Act; provided that the employees possess the minimum 

qualifications and public employment requirements for the class 

or position to which transferred or appointed, as applicable; 

provided further that subsequent changes in status may be made 

pursuant to applicable civil service and compensation laws.

Any employee who, prior to this Act, is exempt from civil 

service and is transferred as a consequence of this Act may 

retain the employee's exempt status, but shall not be appointed 

to a civil service position as a consequence of this Act. An 
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exempt employee who is transferred by this Act shall not suffer 

any loss of prior service credit, vacation or sick leave credits 

previously earned, or other employee benefits or privileges as a 

consequence of this Act; provided that the employees possess 

legal and public employment requirements for the position to 

which transferred or appointed, as applicable; provided further 

that subsequent changes in status may be made pursuant to 

applicable employment and compensation laws. The comptroller 

may prescribe the duties and qualifications of these employees 

and fix their salaries without regard to chapter 76, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes.

SECTION 5. All appropriations, records, equipment, 

machines, files, supplies, contracts, books, papers, documents, 

maps, and other personal property heretofore made, used, 

acquired, or held by the Hawaii broadband and digital equity 

office relating to the functions transferred to the department 

of accounting and general services shall be transferred with the 

functions to which they relate.
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PART II

SECTION 6. The purpose of this part is to transfer the 

broadband duties of the director of commerce and consumer 

affairs to the Hawaii broadband digital equity office.

SECTION 7. Chapter 206S, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding two new sections to be appropriately 

designated and to read as follows:

"§206S- Broadband services. (a) In conjunction with

broadband services, the office shall:

(1) Promote and encourage use of telework alternatives for 

public and private employees, including appropriate 

policy and legislative initiatives;

(2) Advise and assist state agencies, and upon request of 

the counties, advise and assist the counties, in 

planning, developing, and administering programs, 

projects, plans, policies, and other activities to 

promote telecommuting by employees of state and county 

agencies;

(3) Support the efforts of both public and private 

entities in Hawaii to enhance or facilitate the 

deployment of, and access to, competitively priced.
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advanced electronic communications services, including 

broadband and its products and services and internet 

access services of general application throughout 

Hawaii;

(4) Make recommendations to establish affordable, 

accessible broadband services to unserved and 

underserved areas of Hawaii and monitor advancements 

in communications that will facilitate this goal;

(5) Advocate for, and facilitate the development and 

deployment of, expanded broadband applications, 

programs, and services, including telework, 

telehealth, and e-learning, that will bolster the 

usage of and demand for broadband level 

telecommunications;

(6) Serve as a broadband information and applications

clearinghouse for the State and a coordination point 

for federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 

2009 broadband-related services and programs; and

(7) Promote, advocate, and facilitate the implementation

of the findings and recommendations of the Hawaii 
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broadband task force established by Act 2, First 

Special Session Laws of Hawaii 2007.

(b) No later than twenty days before the convening of each 

regular session the office shall submit an annual report to the 

legislature on:

(1) The office's efforts to use broadband and its products 

and services to develop and expand telework 

initiatives, including telework participation levels 

and trends of both private and public sector employees 

in Hawaii; and

(2) The receipt and expenditure of federal moneys from the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, and 

moneys from other federal appropriation measures or 

applicable federal acts, for the purposes of 

purchasing broadband facilities, services, or 

equipment or for entering into contracts for 

broadband-related projects by all state agencies for 

all state agencies approval.

§206S- Hawaii broadband infrastructure special fund.

(a) There is established the Hawaii broadband infrastructure 

special fund to be administered by the office. All receipts and 
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revenues of the office shall be deposited in the Hawaii 

broadband infrastructure special fund.

(b) Moneys in the Hawaii broadband infrastructure special 

fund shall be used for:

(1) Administrative, operational, and personnel costs 

related to the office;

(2) Expanding broadband infrastructure, including renewal 

or upgrading the infrastructure system; and

(3) Additional investments to support broadband in 

Hawaii."

SECTION 8. Section 440G-11.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

repealed.

[ "§440G-ll. 5—duties—ef-^he—dia^eet^ef-^-beeadfeaRd 

saafviees-;----- f-a4-- In conjunction with broadband oo3?viooo,—uhe 

director shall:

- Hr)- Promote and encourage use of telework alternatives for 

pubiie—aftd-^rHvate—efftpieyees-7—including appropriate 

pelicy and legislative initiatives;

- (-3-)- Advise "and assist state agencies,—and upon request of 

the counties,—adviee—aftd—a-asdr^b-febe—eeiantares-7—in

—developing,—and administering programs.
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projects,—plans,—polici-es/—and other activities to 

promote toloGommuting by employees of state and county 

agencies;

■ (-3-)- -Support the efforts of both public and private 

entities—in Hawaii to enhance or facilitate the

deployment of,—and—aeeea-s——competitively priced, 

advanced eleetronie—eommunications—services,—including 

fer^adbaad—aad-arfes—pr^adaats—aad—sar^vdreas—aftd-arfttar4^e-fe 

access—services of gaae-ral application throughout 

Hawaii;

- {-H- Mako roGommendations to establish affordable, 

acccssiblo broadband ocrvi-ecs to unsorvod and

undorsorvod areas of Hawaii and monitor advancomonts

in communications that will—facilitate thio goal; 

Advaaafea-^aaT—and facilitate the development and 

deployment of,—expanded broadband applications, 

programs,—and services,—including telework, 

tolohoalth,—and o-loarning,—that will bobstar tho 

usage of and demand for broadband level 

delccommunicationo;
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(6) SorvG ao a broadband information and applications 

cloaringhousc for the State and a coordination poin-fe 

f^or federal American Recovery and Roinvootmont Act of 

2009 broadband-related oorvicoo and programs;—aftd 

-(-?-■) -Promote,—advocate,—and facilitate the implementation 

of the—findings and recommendations of the Hawaii 

b-roadband task f-o-rco established by Act 2,—First 

Special Session Laws—of Hawaii 2007.

[ (b) ]-- The director shall submit- -an annual report to the 

legislature,—no later than twenty days prior be—the---convening ob 

each regular session,—on the depar-t-mcnt' s efforts to use 

broadband and its products and scrvicos to develop and expand 

telework initiatives,—including tclcworjc -parti-cipation levels- 

and trends ef—both private and public sector employees—ie 

Hawaii.

-H-e-H-- The—depeebmeftt^-ef—esHfifteree—aed—eeftsumer^-abbeies 

sha-11 -report annually to the legislature,—no later than twenty 

days prior to the convening of each r-eg-ud-ee- session,—on the 

receipt and expenditure of federal moneys—from-thc American 

Recovery and Roinvostment Act of 2009,—and- moneys—from other 

federal—appropriation measures or applicable federal acts,—ber
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the purpooGG of purchasing broadband facilities,—&ervi-ees-7—er" 

equipment or for entering-into contracts—for broadband-related 

projects by all——for all state agencies approval.

-- Pursuant to—[section]—4'40C-12 (d) ,—the—

appoint and employ enginoors,—accountants,—attorneys,—and 

professional,—clerical,—stenographic,—or other assistants,—a-& 

required,—with or without regard to chapter 7 6."]

PART III

SECTION 9. The purpose of this part is to disband the 

Hawaii broadband assistance advisory council.

SECTION 10. Act 199, Session Laws of Hawaii 2010, as 

amended by Act 151, Session Laws of Hawaii 2011, as amended by 

Act 23, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016, is amended by amending 

section 3 to read as follows:

"SECTION 3. [Telework promotion; broadband asaiatance 

advisory—eeuneii-;—establiabment^—pua^ese-:---- f-a-) The director of

commerceandconoumor affairsshallconveneandchair the 

broadband assistance advisory council to advise the director of 

Gommorce and conoume-3^-<i-ffairs on policy and funding priorities 

to promote and encourage use of telework-alternatives—for public
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and private omployoGS,—and expedite deployment of affordable and 

acGODaible broadband nervieea—in Hawaii.

eoiftpeeed—of—feiie—

commorcG and Gonoumor affaira,—or tha diroGtor's dGaignaa;—fefee 

diroctor of buoinoao,—Goonomio dovolopmont,—and tourism,—or t-t^ 

diroctor's dosignoo;—and tho—following twolvo momboro who shall 

bo squally appointsd by tho prosidont of tha sanatG and by tho 

speaker of the house of raprasantatives as—follows:

(1) Two-^ftefftber^—of—tha—oenef-eT—appe>-i-n-ted-by- the president 

of—thosenate;

(2) Two momboro of tho house of ropresentativesv—appointed 

by tho speaker of tho house of representatives;

4-34- Four roprooontativoo of federal,—sta-t-e,—and county 

govornmen-t.e-nf-itfeo having a—role in infrastructure 

deployment;—management of public rights-of-way, 

regulation,—and franchising;—information technology; 

and economic dovolopmont;—and

4-44- Four roprosontativos—of Hawaii's private sector 

technology,—telecommunications,—and investment 

industries.
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In making tho appointmonts purouant to aubDoction——through 

(b) (3) ,—tho prosidont of tho aonato the—opoakcr of tho house

of roprosontativoo shall en-£ru-3?€' roprcoontation of each of tho 

counties of Ha-wa-ii,—Maui,—and Kauai,—and tho city and county of 

Henel-ul-u—by—©fte—appeirftbed-aftember^s-; Except for tho 

di-roctor of commorco and consumer affairs and -bhe director of 

business,—economic deved-opmant-,—and tourism,—all members—shall 

servo for a term of four years.-- Notwithstandi^g-any law-to ■the 

contrary,—bbe-^tei^fts—af—add^aftembe^a—as—af—Juiy-^rT——s-hal-1- 

oxpiro on June 30,—2019;—and,—each subsequent four—yaar term 

abaii^-eaffliftaftaa—an—Juiy—1-7—and expire on Juno 30 every four years 

thereafter.-- Any member of the council whoso term has expired 

may—eanbiftaa—fee—sa^^va—as—a—babdavar^afteffiban—unbil^^aappaiTafefflanb 

or until a su-eaassor is appointed.-- Any vacancies occurring in 

the membership of tho advise-r-y council shall be filled for the 

romaiador of the unexpired term in tho same manner as—tba 

original appointments.

-(-el-- The director of commerce and consumer affairs—shall 

servo as chairperson of the council.-- The chairperson may 

designate representatives of -abhor interested public or private 

sector organizations to servo as membe-rs o-f - the council,—or as
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mombora—of the work groupo—febe—council to—addroao—opocifiod 

ioouco eft—aft—ad hoc baaio,—aa the chairpcroon deems ncccaaary. 

The council shall moot at times as may be called by the 

ehair^^er^eft-;-- Members—afid—ad—hee—memfee^ft—shall be reimbursed fer 

reasonable expenses,—including travel ■■expenses,—necessary for 

the—perfermaftee—ef—feheia^-daties-;-- Admini-strativc support to the 

council—shall bo provided by the doparfemont ef—commerce ■aftd 

consumer affairs.

-{-dl-- The council shall;

-(dd- Monitor the broadband-based dovolopmon-t efforts of 

other states and nations in areas ouch as bu-sinoss, 

education,—and hcalth-;-

(2 ) Adva-ae—the—depar-femeftt-aft—atbea—s-feat-es-!—best practices 

involving telework promotion and policies and 

strategics—related to making affordable broadband 

services available to eveay-dtewaii^-hoffte—and buoincas-;-

(3) Monitor broadband-related activities at the federal 

level;-

4-44- Monitor regulatory and policy changes for potential 

impact on broadband deployment and sustainability in 

Hawaii;—aftd
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deployment and adopti-efi of broadband scrvicco and 

QpplioQtiono.] Repealed."

PART IV

SECTION 11. The purpose of this part is to require the 

information technology steering committee to oversee and manage 

public advanced communications technology infrastructure.

SECTION 12. Section 27-43, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (c) to read as follows:

"(c) There is established an information technology 

steering committee to assist the chief information officer in 

developing the State's information technology standards and 

policies, including but not limited to:

(1) Assisting the chief information officer in developing 

and implementing the state information technology 

strategic plans;

(2) Assessing executive branch departments' progress in 

meeting the objectives defined in the state 

information technology strategic plans and identifying 

best practices for shared or consolidated services;
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(3) Ensuring technology projects are selected based on 

their potential impact and risk to the State, as well 

as their strategic value;

(4) Ensuring that executive branch departments maintain 

sufficient tools to assess the value and benefits of 

technology initiatives;

(5) Assisting the chief information officer in developing 

state information technology standards and policies;

(6) Clarifying the roles, responsibilities, and authority 

of the office of enterprise technology services, 

specifically as it relates to its statewide duties; 

and

(7) Assisting the chief information officer in developing 

a plan to enhance the  mobile application to 

increase resident and visitor usage of the mobile 

application.

hawaii.gov

The information technology steering committee shall oversee 

and manage public advanced communications technology 

infrastructure.

The information technology steering committee shall consist 

of thirteen members, with four members to be appointed by the

SB LRB 25-0358-2.docx 1
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senate president, four members to be appointed by the speaker of 

the house of representatives, one member to be appointed by the 

chief justice, one member to be appointed by the governor, one 

member to be appointed by the superintendent of education, and 

one member to be appointed by the president of the university of 

Hawaii, and may include representatives from executive branch 

departments, the legislature, and private individuals. The 

chief information officer shall serve as an ex officio member 

and as the chair of the committee. The committee shall select a 

vice chair from among its members. Each member shall be 

appointed for four-year terms; provided that each member shall 

hold office until reappointed by the member's respective 

appointing authority at the end of the member's term or until 

the member's successor is appointed."

PART V

SECTION 13. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so much

thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2025-2026 and the 

same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 

2026-2027 for the operation and administration of the Hawaii 

broadband infrastructure authority.
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The sums appropriated shall be expended by the Hawaii 

broadband infrastructure authority for the purposes of this Act.

SECTION 14. There is appropriated out of the federal funds 

received by the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so

much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2025-2026 and 

the same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal 

year 2026-2027 for four full-time equivalent (4.00 FTE) 

positions and other expenses for the digital navigator.

The sums appropriated shall be expended by the Hawaii 

broadband and digital equity office for the purposes of this 

Act.

SECTION 15. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $200,000 or so much 

thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2025-2026 and the 

same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 

2026-2027 for operation of the Hawaii broadband and digital 

equity office.

The sums appropriated shall be expended by the Hawaii 

broadband and digital equity office for the purposes of this 

Act.
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PART VI

2 SECTION 16. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

3 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

4

5

SECTION 17. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2025.
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S.B. NO.

Report Title:
Broadband; DBEDT; DAGS; Appropriation

Description:
Transfers the Hawaii Broadband and Digital Equity Office from 
the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to 
the Department of Accounting and General Services. Transfers 
the broadband duties of the Director of Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs to the Hawaii Broadband and Digital Equity Office. 
Creates a Hawaii Broadband Infrastructure Special Fund. 
Disbands the Hawaii Broadband Assistance Advisory Council. 
Requires the Information Technology Steering Committee to 
oversee and manage public advanced communications technology 
infrastructure. Appropriates moneys.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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