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ANNUAL REPORT TO THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE
2025 REGULAR SESSION

A Report on the Spouse and Child Abuse Special Account

Pursuant to HRS § 601-3.6

This report is respectfully prepared pursuant to Act 232, Session Laws of
Hawai‘i 1994, HRS § 601-3.6, which requests an annual report on the Spouse and
Child Abuse Special Account.

In 1994, the Spouse and Child Abuse Special Account, placed in the
Judiciary, was created by the Legislature, State of Hawai'i, for the purpose of
developing and/or expanding new and existing programs. The scope of the
Judiciary's Special Account may include, but is not limited to, grants or purchases of
services and staff programs which support or provide domestic violence or child
abuse intervention or prevention, as authorized by law.

The Judiciary's Special Account is financed through a portion of the monies
collected by the Department of Health from the issuance of birth, death, and
marriage certificates. In addition, any fines collected pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised
Statutes Chapter 586-11 (Violation for an Order of Protection) and contributions
from state tax refunds are deposited into the Judiciary's Special Account.

Programs and Activities Funded Through the Spouse and Child Abuse
Special Fund

Monies from the Judiciary's Special Account continue to provide funding for a
broad range of programs, projects, and activities statewide, which address
interventions in domestic violence and the prevention of child abuse and neglect.
The process of determining which services, programs, and activities receive funding
involve internal planning and collaboration within the Judiciary, as well as
coordination with private and public stakeholders in the community.

The following programs, projects and activities were funded by the Judiciary's
Special Account in Fiscal Year 2024

1. Purchase of Service Programs

The following nonprofit organizations named below received funding to
provide or supplement their contracted services with the Judiciary:



Child and Family Service/Developing Options to Violence (O‘ahu) The
Developing Options to Violence program provided specialized domestic
violence intervention services which included:

group/individual counseling services for adult survivors of domestic violence;
counseling services for children and youth who have been a victim or witness
to family violence;

domestic violence intervention services for juveniles who have been
adjudicated by the Family Court for the charge of abuse of family or
household member or a related charge, such as intimate partner violence;
domestic violence intervention services for adults who perpetrate domestic
violence.

Domestic Violence Action Center (O‘ahu)

The following advocacy services for victims of domestic violence were
provided by the Domestic Violence Action Center:

advocacy and support services for victims filing a temporary restraining
order;

court outreach at Family Court in Kapolei and Circuit Court in Honolulu;
civil legal services;

hotline services (information and referrals);

case management.

Parents and Children Together/Family Peace Center (O‘ahu) Funding was
provided to the Family Peace Center on O‘ahu for essential domestic
violence services. The specific services provided included:

victim advocacy and support groups;

counseling and/or case management for adult survivors/victims;
counseling for children and youth who have been a victim or witness to family
violence;

domestic violence intervention services for juveniles who have been
adjudicated by the Family Court for the charge of abuse of family or
household member or a related charge, such as intimate partner violence;
efforts also involved outreach to engage family members of the juveniles in
services;

domestic violence intervention services for adults who perpetrate domestic
violence.

Parents and Children Together/Family Visitation Center (O‘ahu)

Supervised child visitation and safe exchange services were provided to
court-referred families on the island of O‘ahu. The majority of referrals
involved temporary restraining orders and orders of protection, however,
other referrals involved divorce, child custody, and paternity cases. The
Family Court of the First Circuit relies on Family Visitation Center (FVC) services
to provide safe, supervised visits and exchanges when there is a concern of
domestic violence. The FVC provides its services through a lens that specifically
considers domestic violence, safety for victims and their children, and




accountability for those who have committed domestic violence. The center itself
has been modified to provide safety and security for all involved. PACT is the
only provider of this type of service on the island of O‘ahu.

. Federal Grant Projects

Matching funds from the Judiciary's Special Account were used for the
federally-funded Judiciary grant projects listed below:

State Access and Visitation Program Grant

This formula grant is awarded to the Judiciary annually by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child Support
Enforcement, to provide supervised child visitation and exchange services in
a safe setting. The federal grant funds and matching funds from the Special
Account were used to provide these services on the islands of O‘ahu and
Hawai‘i. Priority was given to those cases involving domestic violence or
other high-conflict situations. The federal grant was awarded in the amount of
$100,000 and required a 10 percent match in funds, $11,111 in matching
funds from the Special Account was allocated to these services. Parents and
Children Together/Family Visitation Center on O‘ahu received a purchase of
service contract to supplement their services.

STOP Violence Against Women Act Grant, 22-WF-09 / "A Multi-Pronged
Approach to Addressing DV”

e Funds supported the 2023 Family Court Symposium, which included
presentations on the intersection of federal immigration laws and state family
laws in relation to domestic violence cases; exploring technology in a digital
society; and understanding the harm, impact, and accountability in domestic
violence situations and cases. Additional sessions, held after the
Symposium, covered a more in-depth session on immigration law issues and
domestic violence-informed parenting plans. This training is critical for judges
so they are informed of current research and practices, debriefed with
example cases, and allowed to apply concepts and deepen their
understanding of domestic violence-related concepts.

e Funds supported the 2023 Annual DV 101: Fundamentals of Domestic
Violence training, a collaboration between the Department of Health, Attorney
General, Department Human Services, as well as the Judiciary. Held in
October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the virtual three-part series
featured local experts who provided insight to a predominantly Hawai'i
audience regarding the complexities of intimate partner violence. The array
of participants included, but was not limited to, social workers, probation and
parole officers, child welfare professionals, domestic violence advocates,
education professionals, and substance-abuse treatment professionals.

e Funds supported the use of the Correctional Program Checklist (CPC), which
evaluates the extent to which a program adheres to evidence-based practices
that are strongly correlated to reduction in recidivism. Program evaluations
are needed in order to ensure that evidence-based practices are being
adhered to by the program in their operations and curriculum. A CPC
assessment was conducted with a neighbor island domestic violence
provider.




e Funds supported training and technical assistance for coordinated community
responses on Hawai'i island and Kaua‘i: East Hawai‘i Domestic Abuse
Response Team, the West Hawai‘i Domestic Abuse Response Team, Kaua'i
Domestic Violence High Risk Team, and the Kaua‘i Domestic Violence Task
Force. This is a collaborative effort between the Hawai‘i Department of
Health and the Judiciary.

e Ongoing domestic violence training for staff who work with domestic violence-
related matters who attended the Hawai‘i Summit of the Institute on Violence,
Abuse, and Trauma and the annual conference of the Hawai‘i State Coalition
Against Domestic Violence.

3. Trainings, Meetings, and Other Expenses

Funds supported the maintenance of domestic violence risk assessments in
a database. Funding also supported travel and conference fees for staff to
attend an out-of-state domestic violence conference.

Special Fund Assessment (Act 34, SLH 1964)
The Special Fund Assessment fee for FY 2024 was $21,790.
Summary

The Judiciary's Spouse and Child Abuse Special Account continues to
enable the Judiciary to develop, implement, and maintain a proactive stance in
achieving the mission of HRS § 601-3.6, to support and provide spouse or child
abuse intervention or prevention in the state of Hawai‘i. One of the major strengths
in the establishment of the Special Account has been the discretion given to the
Judiciary, which has encouraged and allowed funding for a comprehensive range of
services and activities, which would not have been possible otherwise. As a result,
services for victims of domestic violence, as well as children exposed to it, have
been sustained, and appropriate and effective intervention services rendered for
persons who perpetrate domestic violence.

The funds also allow for routine statewide training for judges and Judiciary
staff provided by subject matter experts on a wide range of important and
intersecting issues related to domestic violence and child abuse. Additionally, the
ability to include other public and private domestic violence agencies in trainings
increases collaboration, leading to improved coordination to close gaps and create
safer communities where families thrive.

The Judiciary remains committed to the responsible use of monies from the
Special Account to promote the safety and well-being of domestic violence and
child abuse and neglect victims and their family members, increase accountability of
persons who perpetrate domestic violence, and take a strong and committed stance
on these important issues.
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