
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ~ 1017
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 IN H.D. 1
STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO THE GREENHOUSE GAS SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. Section 201-12.8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

2 amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

3 “(b) Subject to legislative appropriation, moneys from the

4 fund may be expended by the Hawaii state energy office for the

5 following purposes and used for no other purposes, except for

6 those set forth in this section:

7 (1) To support the Hawaii clean energy initiative program

8 and projects that promote and advance dependable and

9 affordable energy, renewable energy, energy

10 efficiency, energy self-sufficiency, and greater

11 energy security and resiliency for the State and

12 public facilities;

13 (2) To fund, to the extent possible, the climate change

14 mitigation and adaptation commission [and thc

15 grccnhouoc gas acgucstration task forcc];

16 (3) To support achieving the zero emissions clean economy

17 target set forth in section 225P-5;
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1 (4) To fund projects and incentives to promote the

2 adoption of clean transportation technologies, develop

3 clean vehicle charging infrastructure, and upgrade

4 infrastructure to support the development of clean

5 vehicle charging infrastructure; and

6 (5) To fund, to the extent possible, the duties of the

7 state building code council in section 107—24, as they

8 relate to the development of energy conservation

9 codes.”

10 SECTION 2. Section 225P—4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

11 repealed.

12 [“5225P-4 Creenhousc gas sc~cstration task foroc

13 Thc grccnhousc gas scgucstration task forcc is cstablishcd

14 within thc officc of planning and sustainablc dcvclopmcnt for

15 administrativc purposcs only. Thc task forcc shall havc thc

16 following objcctivcs:

17 -(-1-)- Work with public and privatc stakcholdcrs to cstablish

18 a basclinc for grccnhousc gas cmissions within Hawaii

19 and short- and long tcrm bcnchmarks for incrcasing

20 grccnhousc gas scgucstration in thc Statc’s

21 agricultural and natural cnvironmcnt;
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+2+

*4+

Identify appropriate criteria to measure baseline

levels and increases in greenhouse gas sequestration,

improvements in soil health, increases in agricultural

and aquacultural product yield and quality

attributable to greenhouse gas sequestration and

improvements in soil health, and other key indicators

of greenhouse gas benefits from beneficial

agricultural and aquacultural practices that may be

used to create a certification program for promoting

agricultural and aquacultural practices that generate

greenhouse gas benefits and agricultural and

aquacultural production benefits;

Identify land and marine use policies, agricultural

policies, agroforestry policies, and mitigation

options that would encourage agricultural and

aquacultural practices and land use practices that

would promote increased greenhouse gas sequestration,

build healthy soils, and provide greenhouse gas

benefits;

Identify ways to increase the generation and use of

compost in Hawaii to build healthy soils;
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-(-B-)-- Identify practices and policies that add trees or

vegetation to expand the urban tree canopy in urban

areas to reduce ambient temperatures, increase climate

resiliency, and improve greenhouse gas sequestration

in Hawaii; and

-(-6-)- Make recommendations to the legislature and governor

regarding measures that would increase climate

resiliency, build healthy soils, provide greenhouse

gas benefits, or cool urban areas.

(b) In addition to the objectives listed in ~

(a), the task force may consider:

-(4-)- Developing incentives and funding mechanisms for these

incentives, including but not limited to:

-(-A-)- Loans, tax credits, or grants;

-(-B-)- Research;

-(4-)-- Technical assistance; or

-(-9-)- Educational materials and outreach,

to participating agricultural activities,

aquacultural activities, or on farm demonstration

projects that are identified and approved by the

task force as those that would promote greenhouse



Page 5 1017H.B. NC).

gas benefits, build hcalthy soils, soguestcr

oarbon, inorcasc watcr holding capacity, and

incrcasc crop yiclds; and

+2-)- Providing for rcscarch, education, and tcchnical

support for agricultural activities and aguacultural

activitics idcntificd by thc tacIt force.

Cc) The membership of thc grccnhousc gas sequestration

task forcc shall bc as follows:

-(-3-)- Tho dircctor of thc officc of planning and sustainable

dcvelopment or the director’s designee, who shall

serve as chairperson;

-(-2-)- The chairperson of the board of agriculture or the

chairperson’ s designee;

-(-3-)- The chairperson of the board of land and natural

resources or the chairperson’s designee;

-(-4-)- The director of transportation or the director’s

designee;

-(-5-)- The deputy director of the department of health’s

environmental health administration or the deputy
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1 -f-7-)- Thc dircctor of thc cnvironmcntal law program at thc

2 Univcrsity of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson

3 school of law;

4 -(-8-)- Thc administrator of thc division of forcstry and

5 wildlifc within thc dcpartmcnt of land and natural

6 rcsourccs or thc administrator’s dcsigncc;

7 +9-)-- Onc mcmbcr who is also a mcmbcr of thc climatc changc

8 mitigation and adaptation commission;

9 (10) Onc rcscarchcr from thc collcgc of tropical

10 agriculturc and human rcsourccs at thc Univcrsity of

11 Hawaii at Manoa;

12 (11) Onc cxtcnsion agcnt from thc collcgc of tropical

13 agriculturc and human rcsourccs at thc Univcrsity of

14 Hawaii at Manoa;

15 (12) Four mcmbcrs, onc cach to bc appointcd by thc

16 rcspcctivc mayors of thc city and county of Honolulu,

17 and thc countics of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui; and

18 (13) Four mcmbcrs to bc jointly sclcctcd and invitcd to

19 participatc by thc prcsidcnt of thc scnatc and thc

20 spcakcr of thc housc of rcprcscntativcs, of which two

21 mcmbcrs shall bc sclcctcd from an cnvironmcntal
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nonprofit organization, and two members shall be

selcctcd from an agricultural or ranching association.

Tack forcc mcmbcrs may recommcnd to thc tack forcc

additional mcmbcrs with appropriate spccializcd expcrtisc,

cubjcct to approval by thc chairpcrson.

(d) ~‘Iembcrs of thc tack force shall be nominated and

appointed pursuant to, and subject to section 26-34 and shall

serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for

reasonable expenses necessary for the performance of their

duties, including travel expenses.

(e) The greenhouse gas sequestration task force shall:

-~-~-)- Submit a preliminary report of its findings and

recommendations, including any proposed legislation,

to the legislature and the climate change mitigation

and adaptation commission no later than twenty days

prior to the convening of the regular session of 2023;

provided that the preliminary report shall discuss the

objectives and issues listed in subsections (a) and

(b), including the following:

-~-~-)- Types of agricultural and aquacultural practices,

public land and marine use policies, and on-farm
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practicos;

-(-9-)- Typos of inoontivos, grants, rosoaroh, and

ass±stanoo that would promoto:

-E-i-)- Agrioultural and aguaoultural praot±oos to

produoo groonhouso gas bonofits; and

(ii) Land and marino uso polioios and

agrioultural polioios that would onoourago
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1 agricultural, aguacultural, and land usc

2 practiccs to providc grccnhousc gas bcncfits

3 and rcsult in tangiblc coonomic bcncfits to

4 agricultural and aguacultural opcrations;

5

6 -fE-)- Practiocs and policics that add trccs or

7 vcgctation to oxpand thc urban trcc canopy in

8 urban arcas to rcducc ambiont tcmpcraturcs and

9 incrcasc climato rcsilicncy and improvc

10 grccnhousc gas scgucstration in Hawaii; and

11 -(-2-)- Boginning with tho rogular sossion of 2024, submit an

12 annual rcport of its findings and rccommcndations,

13 including any proposcd logislation, to thc lcgislaturc

14 and thc climato changc mitigation and adaptation

15 commission no latcr than twcnty days prior to thc

16 convcning of cach rcgular scssion.

17 (f) Thc offioc of planning and sustainablc dcvclopmcnt

18 shall providc administrativc and clorical support rcguircd by

19 thc task forcci’]

20 SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

21 and stricken.
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SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 3000.
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Report Title:
Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force; Repeal

1017
H.D. 1

Description:
Repeals the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force. Effective
7/1/3000. (HD1)

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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