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In consideration of
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RELATING TO WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT.

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the Committee.

HHFDC supports SB 946 SD1, which establishes that the prohibition against
discharging wastewater or raw sewage into state waters after 12/31/2026 shall not
apply to treatment plants that have a treatment capacity of less than ten million gallons
per day.

This bill will allow the County of Maui to move forward with plans for the Waikapu
Wastewater Treatment Plan and allow affordable housing to be developed.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Testimony in SUPPORT of SB0946 SD1

RELATING TO WASTEWATER MANAGMENT.

LATE
SENATOR DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, CHAIR Jj 4

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

February 26, 2025; 10:03 AM; Room Number: 211

Fiscal Implications: Undetermined.
Department Position: The Department of Health (“Department”) supports this measure
offering comments and proposed amendments.
Department Testimony: The Environmental Management Division Clean Water Branch
(EMD-CWB) provides the following testimony on behalf of the Department.
Offered Amendments: For consistency, the Department respectfully suggests revising SB0946
SD1 to match the revisions in companion bill HB0798 HD?2.

The Department does not have any objection to the County of Maui’s HB0798 HD1
recommendation to remove “has a treatment capacity of less than (blank) gallons per day” on
Lines 14 and 15 since Lines 9 and 10 have been stricken out.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 26, 2025; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF
SB946, SD1, RELATING TO WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT

[ support this measure to establish that the prohibition against discharging wastewater
or raw sewage into State waters after December 3, 2026 will not apply to treatment
plants that have a treatment capacity of less than ten million gallons per day.

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this
measure. Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual
member of the Maui County Council.

I support this measure for the following reasons:

1. The current statute applies broadly to all wastewater dischargers,
including small and rural treatment plants. This measure refines the law
by exempting facilities under 10 MGD, ensuring fair and practical
compliance standards.

2. Many smaller treatment plants lack the resources to implement costly
anaerobic-digestion and energy-production systems. This measure
prevents unnecessary financial strain on county governments and local
communities.

3. By refining discharge regulations, this measure enables critical projects—
such as the Central Maui Wastewater Reclamation Facility—to move
forward without costly delays, ultimately supporting affordable-housing
and environmental-protection efforts.

Thank you for your consideration.
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